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MONOPOLY ON STRIPPERS 





+ 


Release Hoofer From Prison For 
Disturbing Peace of Fellow Cons 














+ 
Detroit, Sept. 23. Hope’s Self-Gag 
John Stone, 30, Negro dancer who 
works professionally under the name : ae 
of Chandu, was bounced from Mt. Bob Hope, in explaining that 
Clemens (Mich.) jail before his time| ®@'Tangements have been made 
was up because other prisoners for Paramount to lend him to 
beefed that his routine was too Samuel Goldwyn for one picture, 
monotonous. says it is the Hollywood counter- 
Given a 10-day speeding sentence, pers. of what's happening in 
the nitery entertainer started to use oe 16° he declares. ‘the 
up his time by keeping in trim on Ry: Minny ann ae Geciare, 
his song and dance routine. The first ; ; 
day the other boys liked it. The|*« 
second day it was just o.k. By the 


Casey On the Mound 
Strikes Lindbergh Out; 


Not a Peep in Reply 


third day they knew all the lyrics 
and steps. By the fourth day, with 
Stone constantly rehearsing, they 
were going bugs. 

They finally complained that either 
they or Stone would have to be 
thrown out, 


CUGAT'S KUDOS 
FOR CONGAS: 








23. 
of ex- 


Minneapolis, Sept. 
R. O. Casey took care 
Col. Charf®s A. Lindbergh on 
question of anti-Semitism. In an 
elaborately detailed broadcast an- 
swer over WCCO, onney went to bat 
to prove that Lindbe 
the air the same words and used the | 


Dr. 





same argument as anti- semites | 
ae | everywhere, notably Sir Oswald 
Moseley, jailed Fascist of Englan d. 
The Grand Cross of Carlos Man-} Casey demolished Lindbergh’s 
uel des Cespedes, Cuba’s highe st | cl ms of Jewish don > in ra 
honor for distinguished service, will | land press by proving it mane 


be made a ceremonial at the Wal- | was n’t true. 


dorf-Astoria, N. Y., with the wife of| After Casey struck Lindbergh out 
Cuban president Batista and the on all points, Earl Gammons at the 
Cuban Ambassador coming to N. Y.|station wondered briefly if some of 
for the occasion to present it to|the American Firsters might not 


Xavier Cugat. 

It’s in recognition for his populari- 
zation of Cuban music and its gen- 
eral effect to increase employment 
for Cuban musicians. Cugat himself 
is from Barcelona, but is an Ameri- 
can citizen. 


raise a howl. 
Nary a peep. 


NOEL COWARD MAY 
RETURN TO FILMS 








Dodger Fans’ Own Band 





London, Sept 23 
Toot d M tly ASCAP; Report here is that Noel Coward 
€ 0S y | will re-emerge in celluloid, with a 
W navy yarn written by himself. Pro- 
Listeners Annoyed duction deal ostensibly awaiting 
lsignature, with hint Columbia is 
ilined up for distribution 
Philadel phia, Sept. 23 a 4 = a 
’ . | Tf it goes through, it would mark 
Baseball fans listening to the! , age mgt te 
broadcas |Cowardad’s first film showing since he 
roaadcast of the important Dodgers-| 7. ., ‘The Sc nat? ltt, Be arentg 
Phillies double-header on Sunday |did ‘The Scoundrel’ some years ago 
(21) . - gy Wie 'Gay | in New York (Astoria, Long Island) 
t siideeed WIP were burned up bY | for Ben Hecht and Charles Mac-| 
he continuous black out of the | arthur 


play-by-play and the cut-in by some 
transcribed music. 





It seems that the Dodger fans, 
10,000 strong, had come over from 10c Defense Stamps 
Brooklyn with their own band. 


As Part of B.0. Change 


Whenever the play got tense the 
Flatbushers would break into some 


tune, which in most cases was in Buffalo. Sept. 23. 

the ASCAP catalog. An engineer} Jy order to push the Treasury 
at the ballpark wculd immediately Dept’s defense bond sales, the 
Switch off the play-by-play broadcast Cheektowaga Drive-In gives its | 


the 


gh talked over | 





and an e.t. was set turning at the 
WIP studio to fill in the lull until the 
Brooklyn band had ceased. 

Although WIP’s parent network, 
Mutual, has signed with ASCAP, the 





local outlet is still holding out and is | 


forbidden to play any ASCAP music 
On local broadcasts. 


patrons 10c defense stamps instead 
of currency in their change, when 
buying admission tickets. 


Bond booklets are distributed to | 


driving in, tkus 
the entire pro- 
saving the 


each patron on 
further simplifying 


cedure of accepting and 
' stamps. 


BURLESQUE TIES 


Izzy Hirst and Midwest 
Wheel Sew Up Peelers’ 
Outlet — Control More 
Than 30 Burley Houses 


—_——_ — 


FOUR IN N. Y. 


The strangest of all monopolies— 
on burlesque strippers in particular, 
and burlesque acts and comics 


up between Izzy 
the Midwest Burlesque Circuit. If a 
peeler doesn’t work for this combine 
she virtually won’t work at all, both 
wheels controlling nearly all the 
road time in the country, plus four 
of the five burley theatres in New 
| York City. 

Midwest and Hirst book or operate 
more than 
including 





the N. Y. quartet, and 


there aren’t more than a half-dozen | 


strip-spots outside of the combine. 
(Continued On page 18) 


= INTERSTATES: 
| VOLUNTARY 
INCREASES 





Dallas, Sept. 23. 
Effective last Saturday (20), Inter- 
state Circuit, Inc., and Texas Consoli- 
dated Theatres, comprising 160 thea- 
tres gave to all full-time employees, 


including union crafts, an average 
Tlh° ary increase. More tkan 
2,000 em madearees including 600 head- 
quartered in Dallas, are effected 
The raise, authorized by Karl | 
Hoblitzelle, president, and R J. | 
O'Donnell, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, was labeled National 
Emergency Compensation and was 
given in view of the rising cost of 
living. 
| Based on the figures of the U. S. 
| Dept. of Commerce the higher living 
| costs will be taken care of with a 
| salary increase of 10% for pay in 
|the lower brackets, or those up to 
j;and including $24.99 per week; 
744% for the middle bracket or 


salaries from $25 to $49.99 and 5% 
for the salaries of $50 and upward. 


COY COVINGTON, KY. 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
Ail the casinos across the river in 
jand around Covington, Ky., will 
| close at the end of this month for 10 
| days. 

That’s when and how long the 
grand jury sits there and the casinos, 
not relishing any complications, 
choose close rather than em- 
| barrass the crime-probers 





to 


UP Grol RINGER 


in | 
general—has been effected via a tie- | 
Hirst’s Wheel and | 


30 burlesque houses, these | 





show Biz Guilds and Unions Would 
Clamp Down on Cuffo Army Shows 


1} 





Abrupt halt is about to become 
effective throughout the country on 
all free appearances by performers 
at army camps. Cease order has 
already been given on the Coast 


H’wood Urgency 





Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
‘Come back at once’ was the 


message sent by Universal to and shortly will be acted on in New 
Abner’ Biberman, whod was York by the Theatre Authority and 
hedge-hopping on a_ vacation the unions, guilds and charities 
from Hollywood to New York which comprise it, to make the ban 
in his one-seater plane. ‘It must nation-wide. 

be important,’ he said, hustling TA, the unions and guilds are fed 








back by commercial plane. up with the do-nothing policy of 
The studio wanted to measure the War Dept. in providing enter- 
him for his hat size. tainment. ‘Emergency period,’ so 
far as camp entertainment is con- 








cerned, has long since passed, they 
feel, and the time has come when 
the army should forego haphazard- 
ness of benefit performances for a 


Bette Davis Picture 
Plugs Tschaikowsky 











| Teal program of paid-for camp 
| shows, 

Into a Jukebox Hit | Summing up the War Depart- 
ment’s complete indifference to of- 








fers of Equity and other 
; cooperate in getting a 


groups to 


Since Warner Bros. used the mel- real enter- 


ody of Tschaikowsky’s ‘Piano Con-/tainment program started. Alan 
| certo’ in Bette Davis’ film “The Great (Continued from page 53) 
Lie’ (Mary Astor played it during zn 





a piano concert in the picture), the 
|tune has. moved along an ever-in- 
| crea sing popularity trail. Freddie | 
Martin’s arrangement and recording | 
of the public-domain melody, titled 
Piano Concerto in B Flat Minor,’ 
now clicking heavily, has started a 
string of variations on the theme 
In addition to his instrumental ver- 





N. Y. ACCENT 
POISON IN WISC. 


| 
| 
| mes 


oy 





ision, Martin’s own publishing com- 

pany whipped up one Ww ith a vocal, me. ’ , 
titled ‘Tonight We Love.’ Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 

| Shapiro-Bernstein also fitted a vo- on ng cy to NBC lise 
leal to it and titled it ‘Concerto for | ,~ a oe mm, rte ay who 
| "T'wo’: Woody Herman’s arrangement j;had been scheduled to do the spiel- 
lis called ‘Concerto No. 1 in B Flat |!"8 ‘this season for University of 


| Wisconsin football games over WEMP 


meine and the affiliated Wisconsin loop, has 


| An indication of how the public been replaced for the job by Fred 

has responded to the melody is the inside - ; ’ 
, essler, of WIBU, Madison. 
| (Continued on page 55 | Reason given for the switch was 
| tha ee that ‘Walz had too much of a New 
| York accent.’ 

BRITISH PROPAGANDA Execs were afraid he wouldn't be 

fficiently well understood by mid- 

SPOT FOR ROBT. RISKIN = "sss" sh 

jose of idea that all Americans 


least one language. 





partially made even then, it is said, 
for the MOI post. Circuit exec Sid- | 
ney L. Bernstein is understood to 
have set it. No salary is involved. | 
Writer-producer is said to have | 
told friends that he nurtured the 
desire to come to England for| 
more than a year to see what he 
‘could do to help in the war effort. 
Desire was so strong he lost interest | 


Lond Sep 23 

Robert Risk | join the Bi , 
Min yf Inf ation and rem A d H d M 
all winter to work on war propa- Nn y ar y eels 
ganda pictures, it is understood Dp Kild ? M B 
Hollywood writer arrived in London f ] are ay e 
about a month ago, ostensibly on | ¢ - 
an assignment from Liberty maga- Start of New eries 
‘zine, but with arrangements at least 

} 


‘Andy Hardy Meets Dr. Kildare’— 
a merger by Metro of two of its top 
series pictures—is being hatched. 
Script has already been worked out 
in considerable detail and designed 
to allow for just the one picture, a 
series combining the two screen 
groups or perhaps only an occasional 
future picture employing the merger 


in all other work, he declared, and 
it caused him to give up kis part- 
nership with Frank Capra. He had 
|no difficulty in getting Britain’s per- 
mission to enter, but it took months 


of patience to obtain a passport from | 


State 
said. 


American 
icials, it is 


Department offi- 


idea. 

Scheme originated in New York, 
j}and has met with considerable en- 
|thusiasm from studio heads and 
|others who have heard it. There 
may be a delay, however, before it is 
inasmuch as company feels it 
(Continued on page 54) 


sed 
— 





rages 


win ene 
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§, America Wide Open for U.S. Singers, 
Sez Grace Moore After Long Air Tour 





By GEORGE FROST 

South America is wide open for 
North American singers. Take it 
from Grace Moore, returning to La- | 
Guardia Field, New York, Friday | 
(19) from a 26,000-mile Pan Ameri- | 
can Airways concert junket through | 
Ilama and IlJano Iland. classed by | 
her as ‘a series of unforgettable tri- | 
umphs.’ 

Rattling with 12 small lapel 
madals, bestowed by as many grate- 
ful S. A. countries, the Metropolitan 
star lowdowned’ that pampas dwell- 
ers were hungry for opera talent 
from this half of the Americas. Only | 
hitch she found was resentment of 
some Italian opera performers un- 
able to return to their duceland. 

‘This was particularly true in Rio 
where one audience was sprinkled 
with 300 hirelings supposed to stage | 
a protest demonstration,’ she said. 
‘But I couldn’t take a thing like that 
seriously. The plot failed completely 
and the performance was a huge suc- 
cess.’ 

Evidence of her glad hand was the 
naming of a waterfall outside Rio 
‘Gracie Moore Falls. The soprano 
Silverlined up from Miami in time to 

(Continued on page 32) 





Canadian Gov't Will | 


‘ 


Continue to Control — 
Quints’ Show Biz Deals. 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 

The long fight of Oliva Dionne to | 
have his children brought together | 
under one roof kas been won by the 
father, but the Ontario Government 
still plans control of the quints and 
their $1,000,000 estate, plus guardian- | 
ship of the five youngsters night and 
day against possible kidnapping. 
Government will also supervise all 
advertising contracts involving the 
five youngsters; in abeyance is the 
final film in the 20th Century-Fox 
contract and which has not yet gone 
into production because the quints 


(Continued on page 44) 





Milwaukee Normal Again at 


‘Tommy Dorsey’s Party 


|number of the guests mixed punches 
| with the cocktails. 


| peared with Bing Crosby in 





The Sarge’s Public 





Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Not an actor, Alvin York~gets 
more fan mail than anybody 
else on the Warner lot. War 
Hero No. 1 is paged by 450 let- 
ters a day, about six furlongs 
ahead of Gary Cooper, who plays 
the York part in the picture. 
Trailing down the home 
stretch in the Mail Derby are 
Errol Flynn, Jimmy Cagney and 
Olivia de Havilland. 








Sonja Stays on at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Sonja Henie, currently in New 
York, was signed to a new 20th-Fox 
contract threugh her Hollywood 
agent. 

Pact, beginning Jan. 1, 
specify any particular number of 
pictures annually. 


Film Producer 
WithS.A., That's 
Stella Adler 





Tall, blonde and very pretty is a 
new prescription for Hollywood as- 





Turns Into An Arena; 


Griffin Bros. Involved 


On the Coast Errol Flynn was tak- | 
ing a poke at Jimmy Fidler, and | 
Mrs. Fidler was poking Flynn’s ear 
with an oyster fork; here in New 
York Thursday night (18) Tommy 
Dorsey was opening new quarters 
for his Embassy Music Corp. and a 





Out of a welter 
of reports, it’s gleaned that the fight 
started after a verbal exchange be- 
tween Harry Goodman, brother of 
Benny and operator of the latter’s 
Regent Music Co., and Gerald Grif- 
fin, executive secretary of the Amer- 
(Continued on page 44) 





Moppet Injured 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
Shirley Hill, eight-year-old film | 





auto collision in which six other | 


| persons were badly injured at Wood- | 
| bury, N. J.. near here, on midnight 


Sunday (20). 
Shirley and her mother were rid-| 


ing with friends whom they were} 


| visiting in Woodbury, the Hills’ home | 


town. The little actress, who ap- 
‘The 
Star Maker’ and is featured in ‘Moon | 
Over My Shoulder,’ will not be dis- 


figured by cuts about her face, phy- | 








| sicians said. 


City’s Cuffo 300,000 


Glasses of Brew—Hedda Hopper’s Breaks 


Legionnaires Scram—Beer 
Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 
Although it had been announced 
from Hollywood by International 


News Service that Louella Parsons 
Hearst columnist, would come to 
Milwaukee following her home tow: 
appearance Sept. 15 in Dixon, II] 
for ‘Louella Parsons Day,’ her plan: 
for belated attendance at the Ameri- 
can Legion convention here were 
changed, and the iocal field was left | 
clear for Hedda Hopper, radio com- | 
mentator, who was on the 
from the start and accorded 


than the picture stars themselves. 
Not only was she on the official 

convention program, addressing the 

opening session of the Legion Auxil 


jary, but she was accorded a place 


of honor in the big parades, made 
personal appearances in the Fox | 
theatres, met with various legion sub 
groups, was guest of honor l 
merous cocktail parties, etc. Also 
she was the recipient of gobs of 
newspaper publicity, both in pic- 
tures and reading matter, being 


given as much 
Hearst newspaper, the 


umn daily, as 
tinel station WISN, as well as from 
the rival WTMJ. 

Featured with Joe E. Brown, 
Carol Landis, Evelyn Keyes and ra- 
dio’s Quiz Kids as a special Wednes- 
day night convention frolic in the 
Milwaukee Auditorium, Miss Hopper 
gave the lowdown on herself under 
the interrogation of Quizmaster Joe 
Kelly, confessing her real name was 
Ella Furry when she was born in 
Pennsylvania 51 years ago. 

Joe E. Brown Gets Serious 

Incidentally, Joe E. Brown, come- 
dian, acting as m.c. for this gather- 
ing of 1,800 diners, sounded the only 


ground | 
more | 
adulation throughout the big confab | 


attention in the! 
Sentinel, | 
which features Louella Parsons’ col- | 
in the Journal; and | 
doing radio broadcasts from the Sen- | 


solemn note of the occasion when he 
sald: 

‘Too many people who have for- 
gotten how to laugh have the reins 
in their hands today. That 


(Continued on page 18) 


is why 


ling a theatre, 


sociate producers, but one that the 
boys and gals at Metro soon will be 
accustomed to, for that’s Stella Ad- 
ler at a glance. Miss Adler, who be- 
gan to learn the business as an as- 


|sistant to producer Arthur Reed this 


week, is the first femme to hold such 
a post in cinemaland, 

Hollywood will be nothing new to 
her, however, although viewing it 
from the rear end of a camera will. 
She recently completed work in 
‘Shadow of the Thin Man’ and has 


(Continued on page 34) 


Start Erection Of 
Country House For 
H’wood Indigents 








Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Ground was broken Sunday (20) 
for the Motion Picture Country 


/moppet, was cut and bruised in an} House, a home for aged and indigent | 


film people on a nine-acre tract in 
San Fernando Valley, a few 
north of Hollywood. 


First to be constructed will be a} 
central group of buildings contain- | 


recreation hall, pro- 
jection room, kitchen, dining hall, 
(Continued on page 13) 


QUIZZERS NOT PULLERS, 
L.A. PAR SHAGS THREE 





Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Radio quiz shows on the stage of 
Paramount theatre have lost 
| their pulling power at the boxoffice, 


according to operators of the house, 


and have been given their moving 
orders. Three such programs are 
| affected. All had cash giveaway 


lures to the audience, but more re- 


cently have failed te stimulate biz 
after enjoying a vogue that started 
two years ago. 

House management says many 


to the added attraction. Petrol, bread 


and shirt companies used the stage | 


las a radio pitch, 














| ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘Abbott and Costello are a wonderful 


| offering some of the best music 1 


pair of mountebanks— 
1ali GQlowning of our time.’ 


Brooks Atkinson, New York Times. 


Universal Pictures 


Under Personal Management of: 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC- Red 
EDWARD SHERMAN 


does not} 


miles | 


| complaints have been received from |} 
patrons, who didn’t take too kindly | 


eT 








1 
THE BERLE-ING POINT 
3 coset | 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Variery reports that ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ took in $40,000 the second 
week it played the Roxy. Relatives, I thank you. 

With eight comedians in my next picture, somebody could make a for- 
tune smuggling in a straight man. 

Jack Oakie caused a lot of excitement on the set yesterday—he acty 
stood still in a scene. 

Mark Hellinger, the producer, is still building up my role in the picture 
—he lets me do a triple take instead of a double. 

Broadway Department 

| When Betty Grable walked into Lindy’s, one herring turned to bis girl 
| friend and said, ‘See what I mean!’ 
|_ Broadway Rose has become so high-hat since the Saturday Evening 
| Post’s story on her, she is thinking of changing her name to Park Avenue 
Rosita. 
| When Paul Small goes on a diet he doesn’t take off pounds; he takes off 
people. 

“Honey-Chile’ Wilder, the playgirl, recently went into bankruptcy. That's 
| really a switch—such a thing usually happens to the playboys who take 
| her out. 
| The Barter theatre reports a terrific summer season this year. They 
took in 2,000 eggs, 300 pounds of butter, 601 chickens, and one-eighth pound 
| of caviar. (Some food—hey, kid!) 
aa Holly woodiana 


ally 





Attention! Gag writers: Orson Welles is growing a beard again that 
| will be even longer than his last one. (Get on your marks, ready, set, 
| go.) 


Now that Warner Bros. is filming the life of Maxie Rosenbloom, ‘Slapsy’ 
| has gone very dignified—he no longer wears a plaid jacket with tuxedo 
| trousers, 

John Payne says he sat in a card game with an old-time minstrel man 
who was a bit of a card sharp, The fellow started the game off by say- 
ing, ‘Gentlemen, be cheated.’: ‘ p 

Phil Silvers is training his new litter of pups to play with pencils; 
when they grow up he wants them to be autograph hounds. 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will stop receding hair? 

There's a certain conceited composer who is so in love with himself he 
wrote a sequel to the song, ‘You and I’ titled ‘I and I.’ 

Understand that when ‘Skinnay’ Ennis lays off, he rents himself out to 
bandleaders as a baton. 

Radio Department 

Bill Goodwin, announcer of my radio show, has a new name for radio 
gag writers. He calls them ‘switch-doctors.’ 

There’s a certain radio comedian on the air who is so corny they print 
his scripts on husks. ‘ , 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 
| That Barbara Hutton goes to picture houses just for the dishes they 
give away....That Broadway Rose is now going steady with a gopher ii 
| That Andy Devine is recording a series of Jullabys....That Henry Fonda 
| Was actually seen laughing in a picture....That Charlie Barnet’s orchestra 
| will feature waltzes. 





Hangnail Descriptions 
| Great Britain: Land of the ‘V’ . . Charlie Chaplin: I've Goddard under 
my skin . Nightclubs: Where bored people go—to be bored . . Joe 
| Frisco: A racing form with a stutter Franchot Tone and Burgess 
| Meredith: Playmates. 
Observation Department 
Walked out of the Garden of Allah apartments where I live and found 
| three Arabs praying in the forecourt. (From the very bad picture of the 
; Same name.) 
| Eavesdropped at Plaza Hotel: ‘Is she notorious—she’s good for 10 blind 
| items in a gossip column every year.’ 
| Eavesdropped at Bit of Sweden: ‘The rubber in his checks would keep 
| me in tires for a year.’ 
| Eavesdropped at Beverly Tropics: ‘He's a lover of simple things 
look at his wife.’ 
My brother (the one who always comes to dinner) finally broke into the 
writing field. He now writes comedy lines for funnybones, 
Whatever Became of —————? 
Odiva & Her Seals 
Doc. Baker’s ‘Flaskes’ 
Brems, Fitz & the Murphy Bro: 
Afterpiece 
When you're an extra, you want to be a bit player. 
player, you want to be a star. 


just 


Smith & Strong 
Libby & Sparrow 
Ferry, the Frog Man 


When you're a bit 
Doesn't anyone want to be a produce! 


63 at Monmouth Back to Show Biz 


But Form Post-Duty Org.— Vaude ‘Revival’ Past 


Summer—Film-Theatre-Radio Recruits 





RODGERS-HART WRITING By PVT. omens L. MORRIS, ™. 


Ft. Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 23. 





OPERA FOR LILY PONS! avout to retuen to civii lite 
through operation of ruling releasing 
men over 28 years of age, 63 mem- 


Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 


bers of the Training Film Produc- 
are working on a one-act opera for 


tion Laboratory at Ft Monmouth 
have formed the 20th Signal Asso- 
Ciation ‘to 


Lily Pons, which may be produced 


|}at the Metropolitan during the 1942- | continue contact ee 
oF : ' each other and wit nembe of the 
43 season. The opera, which would . d ’ ‘th ‘ 
Laboratory still in service, and to 
run about an hour and a half, would | maintain their interest in the field 


have three scenes and be based on | of visual education.’ Charter for 
the story, ‘The Chink and the Child,’ | the new organization was signed 
from the Thomas Burke _ book, | Tuesday (23) at a dinner attended 
‘Limehouse Nights.’ | by Lt. Col. M. E. Gillette, T.F.P.L. 
Story was produced in silent film | COmmanding officer. 

form by D. W. Griffith in 1919 as| New organization elected as Nna- 
‘Broken Blossoms,’ starring Richard | tional officers Austin Doyle, Techni- 
Barthelmess and Lillian Gish, | color sensitometrist, president, and 
| John Logan, Metro cutter, secretary- 
|treasurer. Hollywood and New 
HELEN MORGAN IMPROVES York chapters were set up with Al- 
bert Shaff, cutter on ‘Dr. Christian’ 

Singer Awaits Operation in Chicago;| pix for RKO, chairman of the 
Condition Still Critical | West Coast unit; and Ambrozi Pali- 











paar woda, Disney animator, secretary. 

Chicago, Sept. 23. | Chairman of the New York chapter 

Helen Morgan, critically ill here | js Pete Barker, stage manager and 

in Henrotin hospital, was reported | television, director, while Joseph 

resting comfortably yesterday (Mon- | Thompson, erstwhile director of 

day) after having had two blood| Chamber Music Society of Lower 
transfusions in three days. Several | Basin Street for NBC is secretary 

}more will be administered before | Regulations definitely allow men 

(Continued on page 18) (Continued on page 55) 
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WHY SPENDING ISN'T FREER 


-_ + 


Synchronizing Both Ends SAVIN FR TAXES London's Escapology: Laff Pix, 
tt soa cot az et correc | AAD BAILY AVS, Hard Drinking, Much Gambling 


foreign policy against Germany, the latter country, through its short- 
wave ‘Political Cabaret’ broadcast from Berlin, has been very busy 

















along the same lines of trying to make Roosevelt and Jewishness Cash and Carried BY SHEILAH GRAHAM 
synonymous. Biz Up a Little But Bankers paedins (North American Newspaper Al- 

A recent broadcast of the ‘Political Cabaret’ used American dance ‘ ‘ liance roving reporter just returned 
music to attract an audience to hear subsequent blasts against the Report Public’s Putting wnane se ee —, from two ime Ma in London. Miss 
U. S. A. The American song ‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones’ was paro- the Cash Away With An . ’ F Graham is regularly stationed in 
died to read ‘There'll Be a Jewish Holiday in the U. S. A.’, with other y fee and butter to be found at \ 
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Amusements Will Contribute Some 


$60,000,000 Under FDR’s New Taxes 


Washington, Sept. 23. 


Amusement ticket-buvyers will 
shoulder anothér tax load expected 
to yield $60,000,000, effective Oct. 1, 


and film producers and exhibitors 
along with other enterprises will 
find their operating costs climbing | 


under the national defense revenue 
bill signatured by President Roose- 
velt, Saturday (20). The corporate 
and individual income levies do not 
apply until next March 15, but all 
the raft of miscellaneous imposts be- 
come payable the first of the month. 
Just how much the drive to boost 
Federal income will cost amusements 
is an impossible guess at this stage, 
but it will come somewhere between 
$75,000,000 and $100,000,000 annually. 
Biggest segment is the boxoffice bite, 
which will go on all tickets above 
9c. (except for kids up to 12) and 
uniformed soldiers, sailors, and 
Civilian Conservation Corps boys. 
The various amusements are hit 
in several ways. Congress wound 
up by lifting from 51%°% to 10° the 
present duty on radio receivers, 
phonographs, records and musical 
instruments, put a novel $10 per year 
license fee on jukeboxes and ‘inno- 
cent’ coin-operated amusement ma- 
chines and $50 on gambling devices, 
and soaked photographic supplies, 
cameras, and illuminated signs 10°%. 
Other levies that will hit amuse- 
ments considerably are the 6% ex- 
cise on telephone and telegraph mes- 


sages, 5% sticker on light bulbs, and | 


10% levy on airconditioning equip- 
ment, 

Admissions levy is the most im- 
portant feature of the schedule. Con- 
gress lowered the base for the sec- 
ond time in 15 months and statis- 
ticians count on_ getting 
$140,000,000 from the stiffer tariff. 
Though many amusement operators 
fear the additional tap will drive 
away trade, the official estimate is 
$60,000,000 additional, with Treasury 
experts hoping the greater national 
income and rising employment will 
make this figure conservative at the 
end of the year. 


DETROIT’S $42,400 FOR 





USO DRIVE ALL NET circuit.” nac 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 
Without a_ single 
meetings and 
of Michigan’s USO drive also turned 
out to be the net. Stripping out all 
the usual adjuncts to such 
Edward Herber, of Universal, 
eral chairman, and Ear] 
United Detroit, co-chairman for the 
theatres, staged the collection in over 
400 houses and grossed $42,400. 

Boy Scouts cooperated jin the col- 
lections here, which brought one ha- 
rassed exhib to the telephone. 

‘I ran your trailer, I turned up my 
lighis, and no Boy Scouts,’ he yelled. 


It was explained they didn’t come| 


out of the woodwork and that he 
should have arranged with the near- 
est troop. 
WB’s $170,536 

Joseph Bernhard, chairman of 
films’ USO campaign, reports that 
the Warner Bros. theatre circuit col- 
lected $170.536 drive 
This is in substantial 
sums raised by various units of the 
WB ecircult 
USO drives 


during its 


adaition to 


in cooperation with loca] 


heid several months ago. 


Morrison Vs. Feldman 
Over Wayne’s Contract 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Damages of $150,000 are asked in 
& suit filed in Superior court against 
Feldman-Blum agency by Leo Mor- 
rison. 
Wayne was induced to 
Managerial contract with him. 

Morrison pulled out of the Artists 
Managers Guild, charging 
agency had influenced one of his 
clients to break a contract. 


Meanwhile, Morrison stated. he has | 


obtained a direct agency 
from the Screen Actors Guild. Such 
franchises are not limited to Artists 
Managers Guild members. 


SNYDER-WEDLOCK’S CHORE 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Warners have signed Howard Sny- 
der and Hugh Wedlock, former radio 
writers, to script ‘The Man They 
Couldn't Kill.” Edward G. Robinson 
will be starred, 





around | 


luncheon, no | 
no expense, the gross | 


drives, | 
gen- | 
Hudson, of! 


Agent-plaintiff charges John | 
sever his | 


another | 


| 
contract | 





‘NJ to LA’ 
| Fort Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 23. 
Fort Monmouth camp 
paper at this home of many for- 
mer Hollywoodites grabbed by 
the draft, has adopted—with a 
familiar 


Signal, 


slight variation—a 
Variety feature. 

Each week it prints a list of 
Training Film Production Lab- 
oratory staffers heading coast- 


ward. The label is ‘NJ to LA.’ 


U’S $2,751,000 NET 
FOR 39-WEEK PERIOD 


During the past week Universal 
reported a net profit of $2,751,000 for 
the 39-week period ending Aug, 2 
‘last, after all charges, but before 
provision for Federal income and ex- 
cess profits taxes which are com- 
puted at $751,000 for a total of $2,- 
000,864. This compares with a profit 
for the same period in 1940 of $1,- 
771,805. 











ters of this year include funds that 
are frozen in Great Britain, amount- 
| income and excess profits taxes on 
this. 





. “ . Y « . 

Springer-Cocalis Chain 

Almost 100% Liquidated 

The Springer-Cocalis circuit, one 
of the more important in 
jhas been entirely liquidated except- 
ing for a couple northern New Jer- 
isey stands. First move in the liqui- 
|dation following the death of Sam 





|Cocalis a couple years ago, was turn- | 


ing over Bronx houses to RKO and 
|Skouras, while others have been 
}spread among various indies. 

| The Cocalis will called for liquida- 
| tion while previously after Jack 


Springer had died, some theatres of | 


which were a part of the 
been 
gether with various interlocking in- 
terests. 


Santell on UA Deal 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Paramount submitted to Al San- 
tell two more pictures, ‘Maiden Voy- 
age’ and ‘South American Honey- 
moon.” for consideration as his next 
| two director jobs. 

Meanwhile Santell is going to New 
York to negotiate a three-picture re- 
{lease through United Artists. East- 
ern trip starts when he finishes his 
current film, ‘Malaya,’ for Para- 
mount. 


| Heavy on the Debut 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Ginny Sims, for years vocalist 


with the Kay Kyser orchestra, goes | 
in for serious drama in first picture | 


}under her new player contract with 
RKO, ‘Sister Carrie.’ 

Film is based on a heavy novel by 
Theodore Dreiser, to be produced by 
Graham Baker. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Judith Anderson. 
Carter Blake. 
Nate Blumberg. 
William Boyd. 
Grace Bradley. 
Alton Brody. 
Charles Butterworth. 
Jerry Chodorov. 
Bette Davis. 

The DeMarcos. 
Joe Fields. 
Elizabeth Fraser, 
Michael Harris. 
Leland Hayward. 
Terry Hornblow. 
John B. Hughes. 
Andra Lindley. 
Tony Martin. 
Marie McDonald. 
Gregory Ratoff. 
Al Ritz. 

Harry Ritz. 
Gerrit Roelof. 
Alfred Santell. 
Oliver L. Smith. 
Ruth Vivian. 

Al Wilson. 





Figures for the first three quar- | 


\ing for the period to $1,299,408, plus | 


the east, | 


disposed of to-| 


Blumberg, Fox Shift 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Matty Fox got in yesterday (Mon.) 
from New York after three-month 
absence from Universal studio. 

Nate Blumberg, Universal prexy, 
!who remained on the Coast during 
| Fox's stay in New York, heads east 
ithis weekend to remain until the 
Christmas holidays. 


Cant Protect 
Stage ‘Business 
NY. Court Rules 








| Demand for an injunction against 
| 20th-Fox’'s ‘Charley's Aunt,’ on the 
|charge that it copped original ‘stage 

business’ from the play as presented 

on Broadway last season, was denied 
|in N.Y. Supreme Court Monday (22). 
}Injunction, plus an accounting of 
| profits, was sought by Carly Wharton 
| and Martin Gabel, who produced the 
| revival of the 50-year-old comedy at 
| the Cort, N. Y. 

Admitting they had no screen 

|rights in the play itself, Fox having 
acquired them from the estate of the 
|author, Brandon Thomas, Gabel and 
|Mrs. Wharton nevertheless claimed 
they did have a property right in 
‘novel technique, expression, treat- 
| ment and embellishment’ which they 
'said Fox plagiarized. They plan to 
| take their squawk before a jury, de- 
|spite Justice O’Brien’s nix on the 
| injunction. 
‘Whether Gabel and Wharton ac- 
'quired any rights by reason of their 
production, or whether 20th Century- 
Fox made use of stage business 
which would affect, the property 
rights are not so clear that the court 
| should exercise its power as to grant 
such drastic relief as is sought,’ the 
decision stated. 

Fox maintained that not only was 
the stage business not new, but that 
much of it had been swiped by Gabel 
& Wharton from the 1924 film pro- 
duction of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in which 
|Syd Chaplin was starred. Julian T. 
| Abeles, Fox copyright counsel, also 
presented evidence by Karl Stall, 
who played in a legit version of 
11925, that much of the ‘business’ 
squawked about by Gabel & Whar- 
,ton was contained in it then. 

Herman Lieb, producer of the 1925 
| version, testified. in addition, that he 
had a role in the play in 1907 and 
the same stuff was used even at that 
time. Fox maintained also that much 
of it’s ‘business’ was picked up from 
the Syd Chaplin pic, which the cast 
and director Archie Mayo viewed 
before the new Jack Benny edition 
went before the cameras 

Gabel & Wharton assert that Fox 
admitted the novelty of presentation 
|of certain scenes in the play by hav- 
ing Joe Pincus, an eastern rep of the 
production department, offer them 
| $1,000 for rights to film certain stage 


iscenes intact. 
| — 


WB STAGES CLOGGED, 


10 PIX ON PROD. LINE! : 


{ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
steps on the gas at 
week with 16 units 


| Production 
Warners this 


working on 10 pictures to utilize all | 


available studio space. 

Six extra units are shooting se- 
quences for ‘They Died with Their 
| Boots On,’ ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
| and ‘Male Animal.’ 
| Anne Burr’s RKO Spot 
| Fifth member of Orson Welles’ 
Mercury Theatre to be inked by 
RKO, Anne Burr, pulled out of New 
York Monday (22) for the studio. 
It'll be her picture debut, femme 
having been seen professionally only 
on Broadway and the road in Welles’ 
legiter, ‘Native Son.’ 

RKO has no role set for the gal, 
but it appears likely she will be as- 
signed to Welles’ unit for a break-in 
under his direction. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Stella Adler. 

Irving Berlin. 

Ned Brown. 

Ann Burr. 

Matty Fox. 

Mitchel J. Hamilton. 
Robert Longnecker. 
William F. Rodgers. 
Edgar Selwyn. 
Gloria Swanson, 
Sam Ward. 








Daylite Time Ends 


—————) 


Daylight saving ends Sunday 
(28), which means an hour's ex- 
tra sleep for exhibs before they 
again begin enjoying better b.o. 
with that added nighttime. 

There had been rumors that 
President Roosevelt intended ex- 
tending daylight time and mak- 
ing it national to hypo defense. 
This never came about, but 
meanwhile many exhibitors 
rushed out and bought up stocks 
of aspirin. However, maybe an- 
other headache will come along. 


NOMINEES FOR ACAD’S 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Walter Wanger., president of Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences, announced nominees for next 
year’s board of governors, selected 
by the retiring board. Additional 
candidates may be placed on the bal- 
lot by petition before Sept. 24. Elec- 
tion closes Oct. 3. Three governors 
will be elected from each of five 
groups, making a total of 15 who will 
choose next year’s officers of the 








October. Nominees to date are: 
Actors Branch: Edward Arnold, 
Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, 


Donald Crisp, Irene Dunne, Henry 
Fonda, Rosalind Russell, James Stew- 
art, Spencer Tracy. 


Directors Branch: Frank Capra, 


| Lloyd, Ernst Lubitsch, George 
Stevens, Preston Sturges, William 


Wellman, Sam Wood. 

Writers Branch: Sidney R. Buch- 
|man, Walter DeLeon, Howard Esta- 
| brook, James Hilton, Talbot Jennings, 
| Jane Murfin, Norman Reilly Raine, 
| Robert Riskin. 
| Producers Branch: Henry 
| B. G. De Sylva, Y. 
| Samuel Goldwyn, Arthur Hornblow, 
| Jr., David O. Selznick, Hal B. Wallis, 
| Walter Wanger, Darryl Zanuck. 
| Science Branches: John 
James Basevi, Richard W. Davy, Far- 
}ciot Edouart, Hal C. Kern, Thomas 
| Moulton, Jack Otterson. Ray Wilkin- 
| son. 





| science aa 
| ‘ ‘ 
|Pathe-DuPont Stock Swap 
° ° ab a &. 
| Details Outlined for SEC 
Washington, Sept. 23. 
Federal approval of the plan to 
unscramble the Pathe-DuPont ome- 
|let is generally expected, though 
ithe Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion may not greenlight the 
| mission for Col. T. C. Davis, 


| stock swaps. Stockholders meeting 
| has been called by Pathe for Oct, 1 
| to rubberstamp the scheme. 

The S.E.C., after two false starts, 
| finally received an explanation of 
he way the transaction will be car- 
| ried out and the reason—taxes—for 
| wanting to dissolve the Pathe unit. 
| No opposition was displayed by the 
| Federal market watchers, 
questions were asked about Davis’ 
part in the negotiations. 

Routine hearing developed the 
fact that Pathe has cash 
and dividends due from DuPont 
Films that will take care of the re- 
purchase of outstanding Pathe stock 
| Understanding is that Pathe will 
| swap its holdings of DuPont Film 
for its own paper held by E. I. Du 


| Pont de Nemours, turning in 3,500 
Shares for 56,700. The Pathe re-| 
tirement plan calls for paying off 


$100 a copy and giving one share of 
DuPont for each 10.3 shares of Pathe 
common. There are 585,095 of the 
latter outstanding. 

Davis told the S.E.C. he had an 
oral agreement assuring him a $150,- 
000 commission, but further ques- 
tioning developed that he has a writ- 
ten pact under which he'll get 300 
shares of DuPont paper, which is 
worth approximately $46,000. 


Archibald Into RAF 


George Archibald, co-managing 
director for United Artists in Great 
Britain, will join the Royal Air 
| Force Oct. 10. He is expected to as- 
sume a behind-the-lines executive 
post. 

Teddy Carr, Archibald’s colleague 
as head of UA in England, will carry 
on, 





Academy at their first meeting in | 


Jack Conway, Mervyn LeRoy, Frank | 


Blanke, | 
Frank Freeman, | 


Aalberg., | 


com- | 
Pathe | 
| director who is intermediarying the 


although | 


available | 


holders of 7,469 shares of Pathe at | 


—__.— 


Sosna, Nickel Admission Exhib, 


Loses St. Loo Squawks Vs. Loew's 





St. Louis, Sept. 23. 
Louis Sosna, a flicker exhib in 
| Mexico, Mo., drew zero-minus in his 
beef against Loew’s, Inc., whom he 
charged with refusing to supply him 
with screen fodder, in a ruling hana. 
ed down last week by Special Arbiter 
Fred Y. Armstrong, local barrister. 
who heard the testimony in the loca] 
AAA office. The minus represents 
the costs that accrued in the case, 
and that must be borne by Sosna ex. 
cept those of the Frisina Amuse. Co., 
which intervened as a defendant. It 
has not been determined what the 
costs will total. 


Armstrong’s ruling, in effect, held 
that Sosna filed his beef under the 
wrong section as the testimony de- 
veloped a dispute whether Sosna 
could continue to show M-G flickers 
at a cut-rate admish. Sosna asserted 
that he could make money with the 
admish fee 5c in his 400-seater, de- 
spite opposish from the Frisina’s 800- 
seat Liberty and 450-seat Rex in the 
same burg. 

John Quinn, local branch manager 
for M-G, in the hearing admitted 
that he had withdrawn celluloid 
from Sosna’s house because the own- 
er was charging an admish fee lower 
than that contained in the contract. 
Quinn and William Feldstein, Spring- 
| field, I1]., manager of the Frisina in- 
terests, both denied innuendos that 
|} they had conspired to freeze Sosna 
'out of the exhibition field by with- 
| holding films. 

The Sosna case is the first to be 
officially concluded in this area and 
| was twice docketed before going to 
bat. Last spring Sosna filed a beef 
against all of the major distributors, 
asserting that he had been encour- 
aged by them to invest more than 
$40.000 in building the flicker house 
| in Mexico and then was denied film, 
forcing him to a position where he 
could not operate profitably 

When Sosna discovered the case 
could not be tried before Sept. 15 he 
suddenly withdrew it and after a 
lapse of several months refiled, nam- 
ing Loew's, Inc., and mentioning 
Frisina as a party of interest. 





D. E> Frank’s Clearance Squawk 
Detroit, Sept. 23. 
D. E. Frank, owner of the Gale, 
Galesburg, Mich., has made a clear- 
ance complaint against all consent- 
ing distributors except RKO, naming 
the Uptown and Michigan theatres in 
Kalamazoo. He is asking that the 
present clearance of 67 days after the 
Kalamazoo first-run be cut to seven 
days. 


Nat’! Board of Review 


Disputes N.Y. Censors’ 
Nix of Steinbeck Pic 


Taking an unusual step, National 
Board of Review last week openly 
| aligned itself with opponents of the 
New York Board of Censors. James 
| Shelley Hamilton, exec director of 
| the NBR, in an open letter took is- 
sue with the scissoring body's ban 
on sequences in the John Steinbeck- 
Herbert Kline documentary on Mex- 
ico, ‘The Forgotten Village.’ 


‘The Committee (on Exceptional 
Photoplays of the NBR) sees noth- 
ing in the film it could call objec- 
tionable,’ Hamilton declared, ‘even 
according to the strictest 
tive standards, and certainly 
ing censorable in the sense of being 
harmful to audiences.’ National 
Board represents women’s groups, 
civic organizations and the like in- 
| terested in quality films. 

| ‘Forgotten Village,’ distributed by 
Mayor & Burstyn, has had its New 
| York opening delayed by censors’ 
|nix. M & B have engaged Morris lL. 
| Ernst to fight the ban as far as nec- 
essary. 


Hurley’s Own Pic Outfit 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

New independent film producing 
company to be known as Theatre 
Attractions, Inc., and headed by 
Harold Hurley, filed incorporation 
papers in Los Angeles County, 

Hurley announced a release deal 
through United Artists. He was for 
| years a producer at Paramount. 
| His first will be ‘Ox Bow Incident 


conserva- 


noth- 











| by Walter Van Tilburg Clark. 
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WB Follows Par and RKO in Short 
Term Sales Deals Under Minn. Laws 








Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

Warner Bros, has instructed its 
local branch to sell 1940-41 in short 
term deals under the state law in 
Minnesota. Paramount and RKO 
have been doing this. 

If any easing up of the product 
situation is needed, due to the five 


major decree companies and United 
Artists’ refusal to sell 1941-42 deals 
in Minnesota pending, at least, court 


action on their application for a 
temporary injunction against the 
Minnesota law, the Warner Bros.’ 


action will provide it, according to 
Fred Strom, Northwest Allied ex- 
ecutive secretary. However, he in- 
sists, no independents face a lack of 
pictures. 

Northwest Allied leaders take par- 
ticular exceptions to the defendant 
decree companies’ contentions in 
their final brief filed in connection 
with their application for the temp- 
orary injunction, arguing the in- 
validity of the defendants’ allega- 
tions that one of the evils perpetu- 
ated under the consent decree is 
that requiring the exhibitor to buy 
and pay for pictures which he can- 
not show without alienating patrons 
and which are inimical to public 
welfare and against public policy. 

Freedom to Exhib 


‘In this 
overlook 
plaintiff 


defendants 
factors,’ the 
brief avers. 
‘The freedom of the distributors 
to change the combination of 
block-of-five affords the same free- 
dom to the exhibitor to select in the 
first instance which motion pictures 


connection, 
important 
companies’ 


he desires to license. Here, too, it 
should be held in mind that under 
the decree the exhibitor will have 


seen all of the picture which he li- 
censes before he enters into the li- 
cense agreements. 


‘The assertion that under the de- | 


cree an exhibitor might be required 
to take pictures offensive on moral 


or religious grounds, etc. in his | 
community is, of course, wholly | 
without foundation. Under 


license pictures without ever having 
seen them. Under the decree he 
will see the pictures before he li- 
censes it. He has an opportunity then 
to decline to license the picture if he 
considers it offensive on any of the 
grounds mentioned. However, if he 
nevertheless licenses it he still has 
the opportunity to eliminate it under 
the provisions giving him that right. 

‘Thus, under the decree, he 


two opportunities to avoid exhibit- | 


ing the undesirable picture, whereas 
under the Minnesota Act he has one 
Opportunity, or perhaps none if he 
has already exhausted his cancela- 
tion right by the elimination of pic- 
tures which he deemed would 
unprofitable. Under the decree his 
cancellation privilege is unlimited 
and if the pictures are offensive 
every picture licensed by a particu- 
lar exhibitor could be eliminated.’ 

Just let an exhibitor try to change 
the combination of a block or elim- 
inate under the consent decree sell- 
ing provisions and see how far he 
Won't get, answer Northwest Allied 
leaders. 

Deals covering the first group of 
five RKO pictures on the 1941-42 
semester have been made with Lucas 
& Jenkins, Maine and New Hamp- 
shire circuit, Affiliated in the mid- 
west, Associated Playhouses, Skou- 
ras eastern chain, Consolidated and 
Fabian. Bob Wolff, New York 
branch manager, closed the Asso- 
ciated, Skouras, Consolidated and 
Fabian contracts, 

Republic has sold its 1941-42 prod- 
uct to the Frank H. Durkee circuit, 
Operating 26 houses in Maryland. 
Jimmy Grainger, sales head, and 
Jake Flax, Washington 
holder, negotiated it with Durkee 
and others in the circuit. 

Additicnal RKO deals covering its 


first batch of five 41-42 releases have 
been closed with the Butterfield cir- 


cuit, Warners Ohio theatres, the 
Malco chain, Commonweatth, Cen- 
tral States, Anderson circuit, Harris- 
Voeller, and the Barney Brotman 
Circuit, 
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Brown’s M-G De-Froster 


Hollyweod, Sept. 23. 

Clarence Brown is on his way to 
England with federal sanction and a 
labor permit from the British gov- 
ernment to direct a picture, ‘Random 
House.’ : 

Film will be produced by Metro 
with money invested over there. 


PASCAL’S 4-6 FILMS 
FOR RKO IN 2 YEARS 


Contract has been agreed upon 
and probably will be signed this 
week whereby he will make from 
four to six pictures for RKO within 
the next two years, Gabriel Pascal 
said in New York yesterday (Tues- 
day). British-Hungarian producer 
declared his contract with United 
Artists has been compromised to 
allow him to make the first of the 
two films due the company in 1944 
and the second in 1945. 

Prior to making the RKO pact, 
Pascal said, he arranged his free- 
dom from his contracts with his 
English backers. He goes to RKO 
strictly on a personal producer-di- 
rector deal, similar to that held by 











the | 


the | 
Minnesota-Act the exhibitor would | 


be | 


franchise | 


Orson Welles. He will work at the 


RKO-Pathe lot, sharing it with 
Welles. RKO provides all the 
financing. 

First film-.will be ‘Arms and the 


| Man,’ said Pascal, and the second 
| will be ‘Snow Goose,’ to be made in 
Canada. Deal, he stated, calls for 
him to alternate between George 
Bernard Shaw and other stories. 
Pascal declared that his English 
company will continue operation 
and would start production in two 
months on ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Broad- 
way legit success of last season. He 
| said he had made a percentage deal 
| with the author and producer for 
screen rights. Pascal said he 
not know yet who would distribute 
‘Belinda,’ but that it would not be 


UA. British company has been re- 
organized, he declared, with Richard | 
| Norton and David Hanley as new 


| toppers. 


Goldwyn, Selznick To 
Share Old UA Studio 


Hellywood, Sept. 23. 
It’s the Goldwyn-Selznick studios 
now, the result of a long-term lease 
which brings into partnership two of 
Hollywood's outstanding producers, 
Samuel Goldwyn and David O. Selz- 


nick. They will share the physical 
equipment on the Santa Monica 
boulevard lot, once known as the 


United Artists studio and later taken 


vv 


| 
| 





BOYCOTT THREAT 


Jersey Theatre Owners Nix 
America Firsters’ ‘Warn- 
ing’ Letters on ‘War- 
monger’ Films 





WAR PIX DO BIG 


Jersey City, Sept. 23. 

Local theatre men are ignoring the 
America First Committee threat to 
boycott those Jersey City theatres 
which continue to show ‘war propa- 
ganda’ pictures, 

Warning letters from Raymond J. 
Hanfield, chairman of the Commit- 
tee’s Hudson chapter, were received 
by all theatre managers here about 
a week ago. Loew’s passed its copy 
along to the New York office. Notis 
Komemnis, in charge of Skouras’ 
Hudson County houses, disregarded 
the ‘warning’ entirely. 

The managers of the town’s three 

(Continued on page 20) 


ORIENTAL, CHI. 
BEEF T0 BAT 
OCT.7 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
After several weeks of shuffling 
the arbitrator lists for the case of 








did | 


over by Goldwyn when he pulled 
out of the UA combination 

Selznick remains as a UA pro- 
ducer and Goldwyn continues to re- 
lease his productions through RKO 
The proposed deal to make Selznick | 
a producer-owner in UA is still un-| 
der negotiation. His rental spot in 
the Culver City RKO-Pathe studio, 


is being turned back to RKO. 


'Bette’s Bite Stalls ‘Dinner’, 


|cause, among other things, overbuy- 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Dog bite on Bette Davis’ nose is 
|holding up production on ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ at Warners. 
Injury required several stitches 
|and may take four weeks before the 


ling. It may be necessary, 
said, to use plastic surgery. 


. , . 
Gracie Allen’s Pic 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Gracie Allen has been put under 
contract by Metro for one of the 
leads in ‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ 





It’s the first picture for the air 
comedienne since she made ‘Cracie 
Allen Murder Mystery’ at Para- 
mount two years ago. 





scars heal enough for further shoot- | 
doctors | 


' realty 





(was formerly occupied by various | 


the Oriental theatre against*the five 
major digtributors named in the 
consent decree, the various partici- 
pants in the Oriental case finally 
settled upon arbitrator for the case. 
He is Hays McKinney, former presi- 
dent of the Chicago Bar Assn. 

In accepting the assignment, Mc- 
Kinney made one stipulation, and 
that was as to the time of the hear- 
ings, and on his request the hear- 
ings will begin on Oct. 7. Previously 
there had been considerable diffi- 
culty in lining up an arbitrator, with 
the original list of 10 possible arbi- 
trators having been objected to on 
some grounds or another by the vari- 
ous members of the suit. 

It is now certain that of the 19 
theatres mentioned in the Oriental 
case, 18 will intervene in the suit. 
Also in on the picture, of course, 
will be the film companies named 
in the consent decree. The only 
theatre which will not intervene is 

(Continued on page 16) 


LOEW'S IENORES ‘Wall St. Sees Many Reasons for Pix 
Earnings Upping; Somewhat Bullish 





Critical ‘Gesture’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Every day at lunch hour the 
Hollywood scribes are invited to 
see the rushes of ‘Shanghai 
Gesture,’ in production for 
United Artists release by Arnold 
Pressburger, who once produced 
pictures in Europe and sees no 
harm in following an old Euro- 
pean custom, allowing the critics 
to gander a film in the making. 
His idea is that he may pick up 


a few constructive criticisms 
before it is too late. 
Anyway, the scrivenerg are 


welcome to voice their opinions 
every day at noon. 


KENT’S VERY LIGHT 
BUSINESS SCHEDULE 


S. R. Kent, who has been taking 
it easy the past couple years, is 
spending only an kour or so a day 
in the president's office at 20th-Fox 
for the time being. 

He will not go to Washington in 
connection with the sub-committee 
investigation of film propaganda 
motives either as an observer or as a 
witness, it is understood. He was not 
among those subpoened but 20th will 
have Darryl F. Zanuck there before 
| the hearings are over. 

Kent returned 10 days ago from a 
two-month summer vacation at his 
Thousand Islands home. 

















May Sell Away ‘Skylark’ 


Because of inability of the Music 
Hall, N. Y., to give ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn’ an early fall date, Paramount 
has reconsidered sale of the picture 


Oct. 1. 





| 42 picture available for the Hall if a 
}deal can be worked out. This is | 
‘Skylark. The Rivoli, favored in 


the past by Par for certain pictures, 
is a possibility if the Hall doesn’t buy 
the film. 


July Tradings Static 








Washington, Sept. 23. 
Static condition of the film mar- 


j}ket during July was reflected Fri- 
in the monthly summary | 


j}day (19) 
of stock exchange transactions pre- 
pared by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission. 

Gobbling thousand 


of several 





Ed Clawton Invading 
Par-Lynch-Wometco In 


Er 
nvade 
by 
sibilitles 


to 
inspired 

the 

easier 


1couragement to independents 
circuit strongholds, 
consent decree and 
of getting film 


the pos- 


be- 


ing is now taboo, has crystallized in 
plans to build a theatre in Miami in 
opposition to the Paramount Enter- 
prises-S. A. Lynch and Wometco | 
chains there. 

One of the most valuable sites in | 
all of Miami, on Biscayne blvd. at its 
northern end near the Royal Palm | 
club, has been obtained by Edward 
Clawton. He will build a theatre | 
seating around 1,000. Property on} 
which it will go up is worth from | 
$1,000,000 to $1,250,000, according to | 
information. There are no} 
theatres on Biscayne blvd. but site | 
on which the first will be located | 


other enterprises. 


Clawton holds an interest in indie 


t} 


Fla. 


shares of Monogram Pictures Corp 
| stock was the only evidence of ac- 
tivity in film papers, with Hern 

Rifkin, Boston officer and directo 
of the company purchasing 8,418 
shares of $1 par common (ralsin{ 
lhis holdings to 9,018 shares) during 
the month. Norton V. Ritchey, of 


New York, picked up 3,168 shares of 
same type papers to show total hold- 
ings of 3,268 shares $1 common and 
9,768 options for common by the 


;end of July. 


Belated return on Paramount Pix | 


Barney Balaban, who revealed pur- | 
chase of 2,000 shares during May, | 
1939. This represented his total 


holdings at that time. 





Welles Un-Horses Holt 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Tim Holt, cowboy star, climbs off 
his horse to play one of the lead 
roles in ‘The Magnificent Amber- 


N.Y. Par Keeps ‘Dawn’ But | 


away from its own Broadway Par | 
and will play it at latter starting | five major companies selling under 








sons,’ to 
Welles for RKO release. 


before they allowed the young buck- 


° 7 . * * 
itre properties in Ft. Lauderdale, | aroo to shift from westerns to a | the 


straight dramatic role. 


be produced by Orson | 
‘on new product, sales plans, etc. 
Welles had words with RKO execs | 
|but was detained by product deals, 





Wall Street again this week 
heard encouraging reports regarding 
the outlook for leading picture com- 
pany shares, particularly common 
stocks, as several brokers made ap- 
praisal of film share earnings. Five 
factors were listed as contributing 
to a healthier picture from the 
standpoint of the financial district. 

These are (1) The basic position 
of the film business has improved 
over recent years with rising busi- 
ness in the offing and no apparent 
further readjustment problems on 
tap; (2) foreign losses have been 
considerably offset by other devel- 
opments; (3) mass purchasing power 
is on a real upbeat; (4) trend is 
towards higher admissions at thea- 
tres along with higher prices for 
everything else; and (5) better the- 
atre attendance counted on because 
of improved economic conditions 
means considerably increased profits 
|since distribution costs are relative- 


ly fixed, Some statisticians a!so 
listed a sixth contributing factor, 


though of possibly minor importance 
and doubtful of working out as ex- 
pected—this is that the present sys- 
tem of priorities or rationing is 
liable to divert spending from con- 
sumers’ goods to the boxoffice. 
Tax Angle 

The principal sour note on this op- 
| timistic outlook is the taxation prob- 
jlem and how it will affect spending 
jat theatre boxoffices. Higher taxes 
|placed in effect by the Government 
|are expected to cut into the amount 
[of coin available for entertainment. 
|But the main headache is the new 
110% tax on theatre admissions which 
starts with the first penny instead 
merely extending down to all ad- 
mittances starting at 2lc. These taxes 
must be passed on to the public with 
sales resistance likely where any at- 
tempt is made to get considerably 
more than the present scale. Finan- 
cial observers believe the increase in 
wages plus increase in the number of 





| people employed will overcome this 


tax problem but industry experts are 


|not so cheerful about it. 


Another problem confronting the 


the Consent Decree is the anticipated 


Par has another top-budget 1941- | hike in selling blocks-of-five or less 
|instead of the full year’s product. 


But on this score, it is predicted that 
higher rentals and more active com- 
petition on sales will more than 


| cover any hike in selling costs. 


Another angle, which has been 
overlooked by financial experts in 
their appraisals of industry pros- 


pects, is the possibility that U. S. film 
companies will be able to unfreeze 
the major portion of some $40,000,000 
presently tied up in Great Britain. 


| Transfer of these funds to American 


picture distributors’ treasuries is 
bound to enhance the value of all 
shares because bettering each com- 
pany’s cash position and insuring 


continued high quality production. 


$1. 500,000 BUDGET FOR 
90TH’S BRIT-MADE PIC 


Highest production budget ever as- 
igned to a British-made picture by 
an American company is $1,500,000, 


earmarked for ‘This Above All,’ now 
being readied by Robert T. Kane for 
20th-Fox on the Shepherd’s Bush lot 
near London. 20th-Fox is using this 
means to liquidate part of its $6,500,- 


'$1 par common was turned in by | 900 funds frozen in England since 


the war started. Another feature 
being shot by remote control from 
Westwood to London is ‘The Young 
Mr. Pitt,’ starring Robert Donat. 

Slated for future filming at Shep- 
herd’s Bush are ‘Spitfire’ and ‘Paddy 
the Next Best Thing.’ 


Rodgers to Coast 
William F. Rodgers, sales v.p. for 
Metro, left yesterday (Tues.) for the 
Coast to huddle with studio execs 





He had planned going out earlier 
States convention in 
and other matters, 


Allied 


: ; 
Philadelphia 
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NICK SCHENCK TOPS SENATOR CLARK 
REPEATEDLY AT WASHINGTON HOOPLA 


Yesterday’s Session Follows General Lines of Previ- 


Prez Tells Why His Co. Is Tops 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

With a flow of ready quips and al- 
most humorous piety under 
sharp questioning of chairman D. 
Worth Clark, Metro prez Nicholas 
M. Schenck gave Hollywood forces 
a clear-cut edge today (Tuesday) in 
the initial appearance of a ‘defense 
witness’ before the Senate subcom- 
mittee investigating alleged propa- 


.ganda in films. 


Schenck faced the committee most 
of the day, following a castigation of 
the investigating body by Senator 
Sheridan Downey of California. Up- 
holding the picture industry’s right 
of free speech and denying that it 
tried to influence the United States 
into going to war, Downey declared: 

‘The movies reacted to their pub- 
lic, not the public to the movies.’ 

Clark, in questioning Schenck, went 
through the gamut of familiar 
charges against Hollywood: No indie 
producer can make or distribute a 
picture without permission of the 
majors; the eight principal com- 
panies account for 95% of Hollywood 
income: interlocking family relation- 
ships; majors lend stars around 
among themselves to the exclusion 
of indies; indies can’t get equipment 
because of patent pools; indies can’t 
get studios; indies can’t get their 
pictures approved by the Hays of- 
fice. 

In every case, in what developed 
into a battle of wits between Clark 
and Schenck, with the press corps 
and audience in the big Senate cau- 
cus room frequently roaring with 
laughter, the Meiro exec denied the 
chairman’s aliegations. 


‘We wouldn’t do that because that | 


would be illegal and we don’t com- 
mit crimes,’ was frequently the bur- 
den of Schenck’s answers. 

Block booking 


Windup of the session this after- 
noon found Clark just starting to 
scratch the surface of blockbooking 
and with a list of questions remain- 
ing that probably will keep Schenck 
on the witness stand through tomor- 
row morning's session. 

Harry M. Warner, who was a spec- 
tator at today’s stanza, will succeed 
Schenck at the witness table. Bar- 
ney Balaban, who is said to be in 
town but was not at the hearing to- 
day, is expected to be reached in the 
questioning by Thursday. Darryl 
Zanuck arrived in Washington iast 
night and will follow Balaban with 
his testimony. 

Illegal 

Clark, in his questioning of 
Schenck, was obviously drawing for 
much of his material on the 
monopoly report of the government’s 


Temporary National Economic Com- | 


mittee. Asked concerning the re- 
port’s statement that the eight 
majors account for 95% of film reve- 
nue, Schenck said: A 
‘That’s probably right. We make 
virtually all of the good pictures and 
it would be natural to assume that 
we get the bulk of-the income.’ 
Schenck denied Clark’s intimation 
that there was no competish between 


the majors. He pointed out that 
Metro was at the moment having 
trouble in selling to Paramount. 
Getting in one of his frequent 


comedy plugs for his company, he 
added: 

‘And if Paramount doesn’t 
Metro product it’s shortsighted.’ 

He pointed to trouble M-G 
had in selling to Warner Bros. one 
year. When Metro sold away, 
Schenck declared, WR came around 
begging to get the product back. 

Clark pressed the point that the 
Big Five could squeeze anyone else 
out by its ownership of theatres. 
Schenck replied that Metro, Para- 
mount, WB, 20th-Fox, RKO would 
never get together to squeeze any- 
one out because it would be con- 
spiracy and illegal. 

‘For that matter,’ he said, ‘you 
could blow up a building: But you 
wouldn’t.’ 

With double features there is 
plenty of playing time for any qual- 
ity picture, Schenck said. Indies 
cam get all the dates they need and 
make money if their pictures are 
good and made at reasonable cost, 
he stated. They can also get bank 
loans, he said in reply to Clark’s 


buy 


had 


the | 


question, and pointed to United 
Artists’ producers. 

Schenck said he would be just as 
happy if Loew’s could sell its 129 
houses at a fair price and limit itself 
to making and selling pictures. ‘All 
we need is a few places to exploit 
pictures,’ he said. 

Relativity 

Going into Hollywood family rela- 
tionships, apparently to prove that 
the entire film colony was tied up in 
one way or another into one gigantic 
monopoly, Clark asked if it was 
not true that a vice president of 
Loew’s was a grandson of Adolph 
Zukor. Schenck replied that Arthur 
Loew was married to Zukor’s daugh- 
ter, but that it meant nothing as 
Loew’s capacity was strictly one of 
signing checks. 

Asked about Louis B. Mayer, 
Schenck digressed into a 30-minute 
humorous history of the founding of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. He said he 
considered Mayer ‘the best man in 
our line of business.’ He admitted 
that Mayer’s daughter was married 
to David O. Selznick, and added: 

‘It’s a-perfectly natural thing in a 
small society for boys to meet girls 
and get married. As for tieing in 
the business that way, it isn’t done.’ 

Clark asked about Mervyn LeRoy, 
and Schenck admitted he was mar- 





ried to Harry Warner’s daughter but 
| worked for Metro. ‘We took him 
|away from Warners just as we would 
|take any good man away when we 
had the chance,’ Metro prez said. 
| That line of questioning was closed 
| with Schenck’s reply to Clark that 
| Bill Goetz, v.p. of 20th-Fox is also 
| married to one of Mayer’s daughters. 
Going into star-borrowing, Clark 
(Continued on page 20) 


COLUMBIA’S $552,744 








Columbia forged ahead a few dol- 
lars during the fiscal year ended 
June 28 last when a net profit of 
$552,743.94 was shown as compared 





| with $512,185 for the prior 52 weeks. | 


This is after deduction of all charges 
| plus provision for Federal income 
and other taxes as well as special 
charge, not explained, of $84,157.86. 
Earnings are equivalent to ap- 
| proximately 95% a share on the 
| $66,268 shares of common outstand- 
| ing after deductions for the pre- 
ferred stock 
| Col’s balance sheet shews current 
| assets of $13,594,372.04, of which ap- 
| proximately $1,170,000 is in cash. 
| Current liabilities amount to $1,704,- 
| 608.33, with working capital approxi- 
mately $11,890,000. 


Small’s ‘Twin Beds’ Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Edwatd Small goes into produc- 
tion today (Tues.) with ‘Twin Beds,’ 
| based on a stageplay which had a 
long run on 
Tim Whelan directs. 

| Small is winding up production on 
|The Corsican Brothers.’ Both pic- 
hoc are for United Artists release. 











Maybe AWOL 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 

Unless some army biggie at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Mo., just south of 
this burg, extends a pass issued to 
Private Louis Mastroianni, a lion 
tamer for Hollywood flicker com- 
panies, is in danger of being AWOL. 
Given a 10-day leave to complete 
some studio work Mastroianni, dis- 
covered he couldn’t get back in 
time. He burned up the wires to 
get the leave extended. 

‘White Savage,’ a new Universal 
jungle epic, is the flicker Mastroi- 
anni is working on currently. 


PAR TIES CLEMENS 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Paramount signed William 
Clemens to a director pact, to take 
effect on completion of his current 
piloting job on ‘The Morning After.’ 

Clemens recently completed’a di- 
rectorial chore on ‘Sweater Girl,’ 
— on a picture-to-picture 
eal, 








| 
ous Hollywood Quizzes—Battle of Wits—Loew’s | 





Roped Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Defense priority slowed up 
production of Alexander Korda’s 
picture, ‘Jungle Book,’ when the 
script demanded 500 feet of ma- 
nila rope. Ship chandlers on 
the West Coast said there wasn’t 
that much rope for private use. 
The Navy is using all it can 
find. 

Another shortage is in metal 
supplies for film uniforms. 
Studios are using shellac and 
gilt as a substitute for gold 
braid. 








Senator Downey 


Tells Off Solons: 
Really Saw Pix 


Washington, Sept .23. 
Before the first of the numerous 
industry figures took the stand at to- 
day’s session of the Senate subcom- 





mittee investigating films, Cal- 
ifornia’s junior senator, Sheridan 
Downey, went to the bat for the 


producers, chiding his colleagues for 
endangering traditional liberties and 
denying that the condemned pic- 
tures are ‘inflammatory.’ 





Broadway years ago. | 


Unlike Nye and Clark, the Cal- 
|ifornian had seen most of the fea- 
ltures. Downey’s demurrer was to 
ithe effect the isolationists are try- 


ing to blame Hollywood for nat- 
ural feelings beyond the produc- 
ers’ control. Everybody is inclined, 


| the Californian chided, to consider 
their opponents statements as ‘prop- 
| aganda’ and their own ideas as in- 
| controvertible facts. ‘Industrious’ 
|combing of films distributed in re- 


NET PROFIT, 52 WEEKS) ‘est any such insiaious propaganda 
| 


for war, as has been too lightly al- 
| leged,’ Downey remarked. 
|plimented the film producers for 
|exercising the privilege of free 
speech ‘with moderation.’ The only 
|fault he could find with the ‘Dicta- 
|tor’ was that it made comedy out 
| of world tragedy. 

‘Frankly, it strikes me that the 
|committee is focusing its inquiry in 
\the wrong direction,’ the Californian 
|}admonished. ‘The world is on fire, 


He com- 








and because a few pate shadows of | 


its conflagration flicker for a moment 
|or two on the screen, which is Hol- 
lywood, you seek to throw cold wa- 
|ter on California. You pursue an 
|illusion. The blaze is in Europe and 
| Asia, not in my state. The propa- 
|ganda you seek for is history itself, 
|the fiery unrolling of events across 
|the seas, the tumbling into ruins of 
|old civilizations. If you cannot put 
out the fire there, how can you hope 
to prevent its reflection here?” 
While the industry has potential 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Koster Prod.-Director 
On U 2-Picture Contract 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Henry Koster, director at Univer- 
| Sal, became a_ producer-director 
j}under a new deal calling for two 
| pictures. 

First is an all-femme-cast yarn, 
still untitled, dated to start in Janu- 
ary. Second is ‘The Phantom of the 
Opera,’ a top budget remake with an 
all-star cast. 

Joe Pasternak, with Universal in 
various capacities since 1926, 
checked off the lot to take a vaca- 
tion before moving over to Metro 
late next month as a producer. 

During his stay at Universal, Pas- 
ternak handled all of Deanna Dur- 
bin’s 10 pictures in addition to three 
Marlene Dietrich features and two 
with the moppet, Gloria Jean. 











SMITH LANDS, TOO 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Paul Gerard Smith’s career as an 
associate producer at Warners begins 
with ‘Leathernecks,’ in which he 
screenplayed his own story. 

Yarn deals with the adventures of 
the U.S. Marines. 








Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Roseanne Murray's player option 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Anthony Quinn renewed by War- 
ners. 

Commander Harvey S. Haislip 
drew a new writer ticket at Metro. 

Marion Rosamond’s acting option 
hoisted by 20th-Fox. 

Jean Negulesco, shorts 
renewed by Warners. 

Richard Lane signed a six-picture 
deal with Columbia. 

Marten Lamont signed actor con 
tract at RKO. 

Harry Clork inked writer deal at 
Metro. 

Bonita Granville handed three- 
picture deal by RKO. 

Jackie G. Gleason renewed by 
Warners. 

Eileen O’Hearn’s player 
picked up by Columbia. 

Mildred Coles’ acting ticket re- 
newed by Warners. 

Eddie Albert drew three-picture 
contract at RKO. 

Lina Rivas, Howard McCoy, Her- 
bert Pinney, Julie Warren and Lee 
Fredericks signed to studio pacts at 
RKO. 

Faith Brooks inked acting pact 
with Alexander Korda. 

Cobina Wright, Jr., 
20th-Fox. 

Frances Gifford, Richard Webb and 
Katharine Booth drew option lifts 
at Paramount. 

Jean Parker signed to a_ three- 
picture deal by William Pine-William 
Thomas unit at Paramount. 


Extras Earn $324,426 
In Aug. 1; Average Daily 


director, 


option 


renewed by 








Wage Reaches $11.98 cee tee procedure to cut salaries 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Film extras drew $324,426 in 
Wages and overtime during the 
month of August, the second high- 
est month of 1941 in job placements 
and dollar value. Regular wages 
amounted to $283,000 and the rest 
was accounted for by overtime and 
other adjustments. 

Average daily wage was $11.98 
and the average number of extras 
on the job per day was 1,042. Total 
placements for August were 4,000 
higher than for July, and the dol- 
lar value was $50,000 greater. New 
Screen Actors Guild wage scales 
went into effect Aug. 15, but there 
was about 25% more work during 
the first two weeks of the month 
than there was under the new rates 
during the last half. 


Placements during August were 
distributed as follows: 
| Rate Number Value. 
$5.50 2,316 $12,738.00 

6.50 915 5,947.50 
*8 25 620 5,115.00 

8.25 4,775 39,393.75 
10.50 7,694 80,787.00 
11.00 7,000 77,000.00 
12.00 6 72.00 
13.75 162 2,227.50 
16.50 3,604 59,466.00 








: 





* Represents standins paid $8.25 


Provide Big Pic Sked 


During Maneuvers 


When the 270,000 soldiers quar- 
tered in the northeastern portion of 
the United States move into the field 
Oct. 3 for six weeks of gigantic 
maneuvers, they will find they won’t 
miss any of the films they would 
have seen during that period in their 
regular camp theatres. The pictures 
will be shown in 16 outdoor theatres. 
each seating 1,800 men, which the 
Army will erect to take care of rec- 
reation of the men during the 
maneuvers. 

In addition, each division (20 «of 
them) has a portable 16 mm. pro- 
jector and a stock of film. Pictures 
shown with these machines, how- 
ever, are all ola and not very popu- 
lar with the soldiers except as a last 
resort. Tendency of the men to 
spend spare time shooting craps or 
getting themselves into other gam- 
bling games has led the Army to 
make the extensive preparations for 
showing films. 

There will be some live entertain- 
ment, too, with the USO-financed 
Citizens Committee preparing to send 
two mobile vaude units into the 
North Carolina maneuver area. 


COLBERT-McCREA SET 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Paramount will co-star Claudette 
Colbert and Joel McCrea in ‘Is That 
Bad.’ 
Preston Sturgess will direct. 





!and to 


SAG Cracks Down 
On Deal Contracts: 
Called Wage Cutter 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Too many requests for ‘deal con- 
tracts’ between players and pros 
ducers have caused the Screen Ac. 
tors Guild to call a halt on the prac. 
tice, except when the actor gives a 
satisfactory explanation of his re. 
quest before the SAG board of dj- 
rectors. Guild officials declared the 
‘deal contract’ procedure is being 
used to cut salaries. Notice to SAG 
members said: 

‘When actors began to bargain 
with producers for certain rights, 
one of the first major issues was the 
outlawing of the ‘deal contract.’ This 
was a method, under which a pro- 
ducer, to slash an actor's salary, 
would offer him a given sum for his 
work in a picture, usually a much 
lower amount than he would get at 
his regular scale on a week-to-week 
basis. 

‘The Guild, however, has granted 
waivers in certain cases. For ex- 
ample: an actor, ostensibly to keep 
up his recognized salary and at the 
same time secure work in a picture 
which the studio does not believe 
justified the payment of his salary, 
will request a waiver permitting him 
to work so many weeks at his regu- 
lar salary and then a week or more 
at a smaller salary, or perhaps with- 
out pay. 

‘The practice at first was rare and 
the Guild granted waivers with the 
thought that they were for the bene- 
fit of the player However, the re- 
quests have become so numerous 

is obvious the studios are 











make contracts which ap- 


| proached the ‘deal contract’.’ 


WB PLAYER ROSTER 
REACHES HIGH OF 88 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Three new players, Jean Fitz- 


| gerald, Van Johnson and Don Phil- 


lips, hoisted the acting contract 
roster at Warners to a total of 88, 
consisting of 18 stars and 70 featured 
thesps. 

Outside of that, the studio has one- 





| picture deals with 29 outside players 
|in features now in work and is 
| dickering with two off-the-lot stars 
|for future commitments. 


| Subpoena Casey, Labor 
Heads for Bioff Trial 


Apparently seeking their support 
as character witnesses, a number of 
union members and Pat Casey, film 
producers’ labor contact representa- 
tive, have been served with sum- 
mons to appear in Federal court in 
| New York, Oct. 6 in behalf of Willie 
Bioff who goes to trial on charges of 
extortion with George E. Browne. 

In addition to Casey, others are 
Joseph N. Weber, honorary presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
| Musicians; William L. Hutchinson, 
| president of the carpenters union; E. 
J. Brown, president of the Interna- 
|tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
| Workers; Al Speede, business agent 
for the Hollywood local of the 
| IBEW; Jess Gillespie, of the musi- 


|cians union on the Coast; Joe Tou- 


| hey, head of the teamsters union on 
| the Coast; Lou Helm, who heads the 
|hodearriers in Hollywood, and Joe 
Marshall, International representa- 


| tive for the hodcarriers. 

Reported also that Eddie Mannix, 
general manager of the Metro stu- 
dio; Steve Newman, International 
representative for the IATSE; and 
Herbert Aller, business rep of the 
cameramen’s local in Hollywood, are 
also to be subpoened, None of these 
avere present at the Newark labor 
meeting on studio basic agreement 


negotiations Saturday (20) when 
summonses were served on_ the 
others. 

Papers were signed by Federal 


Judge John C. Knox, N. Y. 


WB 11 LINES UF 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Football goes into action on tne 
Warners campus Oct. 6 with Edward 
Sutherland as head coach of ‘Kick- 
off.’ 

Backfield consists of Ronald Rea- 
gan, Jame Wyman and George 
Stevens, 
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SEE TOUGH LABOR BATTLE 





Allied’s Hopes for the Dominant 
Nat'l Org. Deflated in Philly 





a 


a 





Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
Defeat suffered by the leaders of 
Allied States Exhibitors Association 
on the convention floor here last 
week was not so bitter in its surface 


implications as in what lay back of 
it. Weeks of confabs by Allied execs 
with distribution chieftains and the 
possibility of striking a death blow 
at rival exhib organizations were 
scuttled when convention delegates 
refused to back their leaders’ pro- 
posal for a harmony move with dis- 
tribs. 

Back of the hand-in-hand stuff be- 
tween Allied and the distribs is said 
to have been the idea of making Al- 
lied the single important exhib or- 
ganization in the country. Other 
so-called exhib outfits—which dis- 
tribs have actually been supporting 
through membership in them of af- 
filiated circuits—would fall by the 
wayside because, according to the 
plan, distribs would withdraw their 
financial backing. Allied wouldn't 
become the substitute receiver of 
distributor largesse, but  distribs 
would recognize it as the official 
bargaining body. It would thus gain 
membership as exhibs would feel 
they want a voice in their bargain- 
ing agent, according to the theory. 

What embarrassed the Allied 
heads was that the big harmony 
move was no ad libbed idea hatched 
at the conclave, but a plan carefully 
worked out with distribution execs, 
and a number of the latter were on 
hand to see it break out of the shell. 
They even had brought along for the 
final banquet carefully-prepared 
congratulatory speeches — which 
ended up in the ashcan. 

Tough Blow 

Although the delegates stand a 
good chance of having their decision 
reversed in a referendum of the 
membership about to be taken, vote 


against sweetness and light on the 
convention floor was a_e crushing 
blow. What made it so much 


tougher was when Nate Yamins, for- 
mer prez, got up at the final session, 
shouted ‘sellout’ and won over a ma- 
jority of those voting. 

Allied officers felt so badly, 
that they resigned in a 
special meeting immediately 
the convention closed. 


in fact, 
body at a 
after 


withdrawals however, 
results of the 


taken 


to accept thei 
pending 
um, 
days. 

Convention delegates were openly 
suspicious that the resignations had 
been ‘stage-managed,’ but were 


referend- 


within 10 


the 


ordere d to be 


viously affected by this act of their | 


officers, who include Col. H 
prez; Abram F. Myers, chairman of 
the board and general counsel; 
Charles H. Olive, secretary; Arthur 
K. Howard, recording secretary, and 
Martin G. Smith, treasurer 


A. Cole, 


Yamins Outburst 
Yamins, 


Fall River exhib, ex- | 
Ploded the goodwill talk after re- 
porters and producers reps were 
Cleared from the room and the con- 
vention went into exec session. With 
his voice breaking and tears in his 
eyes as he wound up, Yamins, one of 
the founders of Allied 25 years ago, | 
declared any joint  distrib-exhib | 
committee, ‘would be the stepping | 
stone to the end of Allied and ar 


other sellout to the distributors.’ 
Jack Kirsch, prez of Illinois Allied, 


Who sponsored the resolution; Cole | 


and Sidney Samuelson, of the exec 
committee, all took the floor im- 
mediately to deny Yamins’ charges 
that the resolution had been rail- 
roaded through the board of direc- 
tors and that it was a sellout, but the 
Massachusetts exhib leader had ap- 
Parently made his point. Vote was 
taken first on resolution amended to 
eliminate the most offensive para- 
g8raph: 

‘It is the sense of the Board that 
Such national joint committee, when 
Organized, shall study the possibility 
and desirability of bringing the sev- 
eral branches and groups of the in- 
dustry into more elaborate and en- 
during form of industry organiza- 
tion....’ 

Following a vote to eliminate the 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Par’s S.A. Trailer 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

Exhibitors were lured into the 
Paramount exhibit at the Allied 
convention by the promise of a 
‘hot show.’ At stated intervals 
a brunet or blonde would appear 
behind a transparent screen and 
start to shed her clothes to slow 
music. Aftes removing her ap- 
parel in standard stripper style, 
she picked up a card which read: 

‘Now you'll see something 
really hot.’ 

The curtain dropped and two 
side curtains were raised, re- 
vealing—a list of forthcoming 
Paramount product. 


OVER $100,000 
BID FOR NEW 
DuMAURIER 


Bidding reached fever peak yes- 
terday (Tuesday) on screen rights to 





Daphne duMaurier’s ‘Frenchman’s 
Creek’ with a sale likely today. 
Price has already shot over the 


$100,000 mark and may possibly 
reach $125,000 before a deal is closed, 
which will put the book up with the 
top money-getters of all time. 


Paramount, Selznick, Goldwyn and 





Board refused | 


ob- | 


20th-Fox were the bidders, with 
Warner Bros. also aid to be inter- 
ested. Holding up the _ purchase 
yesterday were complications over 
where the author’s taxes on the sale 
are to be paid and by whom. Miss 


— 


». 





IATat REMAINS 
IN BACKGROUND 


10-25% Wage Increases De- 
manded—First 3 of the 10 
Crafts in the IA Group 
Presents Its Claims—New- 
ark the Scene of Other 
Labor Powwow 








HOURS, CONDITIONS 


Because of salary demands pre- 
sented yesterday (Tues.) by the first 
three of 10 crafts in the IATSE 
studio group, at its initial meeting 
held with the Producers group in 
Pat Casey's office in N.Y., a lengthy 
and hard-fought series of meetings 
is predicted. In addition to antici- 
pated strong resistance over scale 
increases, ranging from 10-25% de- 
manded by the three locals, it is ex- 
pected that considerable difficulty 
will be met with from the producers 
over present working conditions. 


Instead of directing negotiations 
at the outset of the hearings, the 
IATSE is remaining in the back- 
ground in order to permit each 
studio union to come in separately 
and make its demands as well as ne- 
gotiate. Those meeting with pro- 
ducer representatives today were en- 
tirely on their own, without anyone 
from tthe IATSE present. They in- 
celded Studio Laborers, who demand 
a 15% increase; Sound Technicians 
who are seeRing 20-25% boosts, de- 
pending on classifications of work; 
and Cameramen, who are also asking 
10-25% more than the present scale. 

54 to 48 Hours 

For weekly workers, each union 
asks a reduction in hours from 54 
to 48, but understood that after the 
demands of the others are consid- 





duMaurier is in England and pay- 
ment will be in blocked pounds. 

Yarn is being serialized in 
Ladies Home Journal and 
published in book form in February, 
1942 

Laid in the 17th centnury off the 
|Cornwall coast, it’s about a titled 
English woman who leaves a respect- 
able husband and kids for 
adventure with a gallant 
pirate. 


the 


French 


Screen Readers Okay 

| ClO Tie in Veering By 

| N.Y. Guilds From AFL 
| 


Move by film unions in New York 
the CIO 
last 


|to affiliate with was car- 


ried a step farther week with 


Screen Readers Guild approval of 


charter granted it by 


fice & Professional Employes Guild 
Local 109, United Office and Profes- 
sional Workers of America, CIO. 


Vote on the charter was 


accepting 


unanimous, with one abstention 


Number of unions of home office 


clerical employes have also affiliated 


the CIO and the 
|plate doing s0. 


with rest contem- 


Screen Publicists 
| Guild is also slated for the same ac- 
ition. This marks the first inroad by 
| the CIO on screen and stage em- 
ployes, who have always either been 
affiliated with the AFL or have re- 
mained steadfastly indenendent. 
Weekly minimum wage of $85 for 
| experienced readers is being sought 
| by the Screen Readers Guild of New 
York in the contract with studios on 





which it is now about to open nego- | 


tiations. Salary compares with the 
$42.50 average now prevalent and 
| the $75 paid under the Coast Readers 
| Guild pact. New York, SRG seeks 
|a differential over the Hollywood 
scale in all classifications on the 


| basis that living is 10-15% more ex- 
| pensiv 


in New York. 


will be} 


romantic | 


the Screen Of- | 


ered, an effort will be made as far as 
possible and practical, to get all 
i}conditions down to a uniform basis 
for the various unions. Because of 


1if all final demands were to be met | 
|including increases now asked, as 
| well as those yet to be presented, 
istrong resistance by the producer 

against reductions of hours is ex- 
| pected. 

Sessions with Casey and the pro- 
ducer group will resume _ today 


(Wed.) but it is not known whether 
they will be able to dispose of nego- 
| tiations yet to be considered. 


| 
| 


| It is believed that the IATSE rep- 


|}resentatives will come in for the 
final sessions to approve or demand 
amendments on deals locals may 
jagree upon. The locals yet to be 
dealt with by the producers are | 


Studio Electricians (lamp operators); 
Property Men; Makeup Artists; Stu- 
{dio Projectionists; Grips: Wardrobe: 
j}and Lab Workers. 

Present at today’s meeting, in ad- 
dition to Casey, representing the 
producers’ group as chairman, 
i 


and 


Fred Pelton, h a ciate were Sid 
togell of RKO studios: Fred F. 
Meyer of 20th-Fox studio; D. S. Gar- | 
ber of Universal; Charles Boren of 
Paramount and Carroll Saxe of War- 
ners, plus Z Fairbanks of the 
laborers union group: Harold Smitk, 
representing the sound technicians 
and Herb Aller of the cameramens’ 
j}union, as well as other local union 
delegates. 


Doubt persists that the IA will re- 


which it was 


ence, of 
member. 


Newark Huddles End 
In 10% Wage Increases 


Producer sessions separately with 
'the IATSE were initiated yes- 
terday (Tuesday) in the office of Pat 
| Casey, studio labor contact, where- 
'as the meeting with unions under the 
| basic agreement was held in New- 


formerly a 





fark at the Robert Treat hotel. As- | 


|sumption is that some of those sit- 
| ting on the Newark huddles pre- 
| ferred to hold the meeting outside of 


(Continued on page 22) 


vy 





H’wood Tells How 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

‘Calling All Girls,’ a two-reel 
musical, is Owen Crump’s entry 
into the directorial field at War- 
ners. His latest job as a screen 
playwright was ‘Soldiers. in 
White,’ a national defense short 
in Technicolor. 

‘Girls’ yarn shows how musi- 
cal revues are built, from try- 
outs to first nights. 


HCL. CAUSES 
IATSE TO ASK 
UPPED WAGES 


—_——. 











Detrcit, Sept. 23. 
Based on rising living costs, scales 
|for theatre employees here have 
been vaulted under the new IATSE 
contract negotiations 


Under the new contract completed 
| for the stagehands union by Ed King, 
business agent, the scale for straight 
pix houses continues unchanged ex- 
cept for a sharp increase on overtime 


which moves to $1.50 and $1.75 an 
hour. Downtown vaudfilm houses 


were raised $10 per man. Grips and 





vast added production costs involved, | 


turn to the basic agreement confer- | 


spotlight operations in the legitimate 
and combination houses went up 50c. 
per show with the stagehands in 
nabes with stage shows or in houses 
running shows only a few nights 
a week getting the same advance. 
Contract was negotiated for one year. 

Both musicians and Operating En- 


|gineers unions also are asking in- 
| creased scales since their biennial 


contract expired on Sept. 1. 


Payroll Padding Laid 


| To Stagehands Union 


By Mich. State Fair . 


Detroit, Sept. 23 
payroll padding were 
t the Stagehands 
here as an aftermath of the Michigan 
State Fair with Herman J. Rushton, 
State attorney general, conducting an 
investigation with an eye to bringing 
| criminal prosecution. 


Charges of 


leveled agai! Union 


Revelation of the payroll hike was 


made by Bernard J. Youngblood, 
imanager of the fair, who turned the | 
investigation over to the legal of- 
fice after declari t} 

had igree i ( ( 

Youngb! ed i 

went of the ( ni 

cher f three ne e ! 

wer y e DN: f A »4 
Au 1 i r ly t 
cre t I $1 One of 
the men only worked a day while an 
investigation showed that the other 


two were out of the State at the time 
their cards were being punched in 
lat the fair. 

The fair officials said the business 
lagent had admitted cashing the 
|checks and turning the money over 
ito the local but its officials had 
checked up and found the money 
jwas not there. He added that the 
‘union was ‘very fair’ and that the 
agent would face trial by the union 
as well as possible criminal action 
from the State. 

Roy Showalter, president of Local 
| 38, SEU, not the official accused in 
| the payroll padding, refused to make 
lany statement. Roger Kennedy, in- 
| ternational v.p. of IATSE, said he 
| was reluctant to intrude in the pic- 
| ture and that the local was checking 
!into the charges to see what action 
would be taken. 


IATSE Books Belong to the Union, 
Not Browne's Property, Court Rules 
In Ordering Ali Records Produce 


-. 
a 





George E. Browne, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, must produce the 
books and records of his union today 
(Wednesday), for investigation by a 
Federal Grand Jury, Judge John W. 
Holland in N.Y. federal court ruled 
Monday (22). Martin Conboy, 
Browne’s attorney, will appeal the 
decision, 


On Friday (19), the demand of the 
jury came to light when Browne 
moved to quash the subpoena. Con- 
boy argued that the subpoena had 
reference to the pending trial of 
Browne and William Bioff, west coast 
representative of the IATSE who are 
accused of extorting $550,000 from 
Paramount, Loew's, 20th Century- 
Fox and Warner Bros., through 
threats of calling a strike in the 
union. Conboy stated that the Gov- 
ernment had no right to use the 
Grand Jury to prepare its case 
against the two men for trial, which 
is due to start Oct. 6, and that 





Browne’s Constitutional rights were 
| being violated by making him appear 
|and testify against himself. 

| Mathias F, Correa, U.S. prosecutor, 
| said that the Grand Jury investiga- 
ition was to determine if others be- 
| Sides Browne and Bioff were en- 
| aged in crime, and that Browne 
| would not have to testify before the 
'Grand Jury, just to produce the 
| books of the union. 


Judge Holland then ruled that in 
his opinion the purpose was not to 
issue the subpoena. for the pending 
trial. He found that Browne’s Con- 
stitutional rights were not affected, 
i}and that the books and records of the 
union were not Browne’s property, 
but that of:the union. He then de- 
|nied Browne’s request to quash the 
.subpoena. 

Correa asked and received a bench 
warrant for the arrest of Louis Kauf- 


man, a material witness in the pcrd- 


| 

pe trial. He’s business agent of the 

| Newark Operators’ local IATSE), 
ar has been missing from his New- 

lark office for some _ tim« Correa 

aid Mr Kaufman has been collect- 
ng hi alary regardle 

“Records of the IATSE relating to 
he collection of more than $6,000,000 
in membership assessments and dis- 
yursements yearly are thu un- 
earthed. 

The move is the beg , of an 
nvestigation under t ) i . 
teering act, into the affairs of tne 
union. The books sought cover .the 
collection of a special 2% assessment 
against the salaries of 125.000 mem- 
bers of the union with average sal- 
ary beir $50 wee ; 

The Government clain that the 

) f € i 
I i ti 
The 
e 
( I f 
B f ent At ¢ for 
B ! f e de d to } - 
e | ks, a Judge J W 
Holland postponed arugment_ to 
Monday (12) 


Correa stated that the quiz on this 
fund is only one phase of the gen- 
eral investigation. Other matters 
being investigated are bribery, in- 
come tax evasion, and other possible 
violations of the law. 





| Believes in Keeping Busy 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Not satisfied with only five pic- 
| tures on his acting program at 20th- 
| Fox, Jack Oakie is dickering for two 
|} more assignments on next year’s 
i schedule on the Westwood lot. In 
addition, he has a one-picture date 
with Warners. 

Currently, Oakie is playing in ‘Rise 
and Shine’ and is slated to work op- 
posite Betty Grable in ‘Song of the 
Islands’ as his next 20th-Fox job. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 
. 
You'll Never Get Rich 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 

Columbia release of Samuel Bischoff pro- 
duction Stars Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
worth features Robert Renchley, John 
Hubbar Directed by Sidney Lantield 
Original screenplay by Michael Fessier and 
Ernest Pagano; songs by Cole Porter, Cam- 
era. Phillip Tannura; editor, Otto Meyer; 
asst director, Gene Anderson; dances 
Robert Alton; music director, M. W. Sto- | 
loff Previewer at Alexander Glendale, 
Sept. 18, ‘41. Running 1e, 87 MINS. 
R r Curtis Fred Astaire 
St Winthrop.....+ceee-- Rita Hayworth 
Tom Buarton......ceccereees Jeon Hubbard 
Martin Cortland....ccees: Robert Benchley 
Sonya Sethe 06066 OR EHO8 Osa Massen | 
Mrs. Cr Ory la Inescort | 
Kewpie LBlain...-.eeeecee- .Guinn Williams 
Top Sergweant...cccccesess Donald Mac8Bride 
Swivel Tongue.......s+0++-- Cliff Nazarro 
Aunt Louise.......eeee-- Marjorie Gateson 
Mrs, Barton....cccccsccesss: Ann Shoemaker 
Colone] Shiller......--seeeceres joyd Davis 

‘You'll Never Get Rich’ is a lightly- 





textured, compactly-packaged, song 
and dance comedy in tune with cur- 
rent audience requirements. Mar- 
quee voltage ef starring combo of 
Fred Astaire and Rita Hayworth plus 
_entertainment factors generated. 
make the picture a profitable A at- 
traction for all bookings. 

Picture provides Astaire with a 
new dancing partner, Miss Hayworth 
clicking solidly in her several num- 
bers with Astaire. Columbia has the 
two stars tied up for another pitch 
on the 1941-42 program, which will 
be to the company’s advantage. As- 
taire, providing six dancing appear- 
ance—three solo and, same number 
with Miss Hayworth—holds his posi- 
tion as the films’ top dance star. Fur- 
thermore, his light and personable 
handling of the top role again dem- 
onstrates ability to depend entirely 
on dancing as his major accomplish- 
ment for films. 

Story has Astaire as stager of a 
musical show for producer Robert 
Benchley. Latter, in making a pitch 
for affections of Miss Hayworth, gets 
in a jam with his wife, and has As- 
taire get him out of the predicament. 
Girl, with a crush on Astaire, is 
somewhat disillusioned by the pro- 
ceedings, and gives him the heave- 
ho. When Astaire is inducted into 
the selective service camp, Benchley 
makes a deal to conduct rehearsals 
and stage a show for the boys—in 
order to obtain services of Astaire 
in putting it on. There’s plenty of 
serious and humorous by-play around 
the camp, with Astaire a permanent 
resident of the guardhouse, but it all 
works out when the show finally goes 
on and the couple are married on the 
stage for the finale. 

Script by Michael Fessier and Ern- 
est Pagano is studded with humorous 
lines and situations, and despite a 
somewhat familiar ring it’s all been 
sufficiently refurbished by Sidney 
Lanfield’s direction to get over in, 
good style. Lanfield keeps things 
moving consistently, and the song 
and dance routines are neatly spotted. 

Producer Samuel Bischoff wisely 
held the production numbers down to 
sane background proportions, which, 
in the final result, show better on 
the screen than super-elaborate set- 
tings. Astaire’s solo numbers are 
performed in the camp guardhouse; 
while the final military wedding 
number of the show, with Astaire 
and Miss Hayworth backed by a 
large dance ensemble to finally 
emerge for a duo atop an army tank, 
is doubly effective, due to restraint 








in lavishness. | N 


Songs by Cole Porter are adequate. 
Best of Porter’s six are ‘Since I | 
Kissed My Baby Goodbye’ and ‘So | 
Near and Yet So Far,’ utilized for a | 
song and dance duo by Astaire and 
Miss Hayworth. Miss Hayworth, of | 
course, is no surprise to the trade as 
a dancer, but isn’t known as such to 
the fans. As Rosita Cansino of the 
dancing Cansino family, she started 
as a terper, but as Rita Hayworth did 
little of that in films. 

Benchley’s droll comedy and 
sperkling cracks add much to the en- 
tertainment factors. Cliff Nazarro 
catches attention with his double- 
talk, teamed with Guinn Williams as 
Astaire’s buddies in camp. John 
Howard, Osa Massen, Donald Mac- 
Bride and Frieda Inescort are capa- 
ble support. 

Novel presentation of opening title 
and credits, comprising a series of 
roadside signs observed by Benchley, 
is one of the most original of its kind 
turned out in several years, and im- 
mediately arrests audience attention. 

Walt. 


SUSPICION 


Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
RKO production and release. Stars Cary 
Grant, Joan Fontaine; features Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke, Nigel Bruce, Dame May Whit- 
ty. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Screen- 
piay by Samson Raphaelson, Joan Harrison 
and Alma Reville, from novel by Francis 





Iles; camera, Harry Stradlin special ef- 
fects, Vernon L. Walker; editor, William 
Hamilton; Ass’t director, Dewey Starkey. 
Tradeshown in L. A. Sept. 17, ‘41. Run- 
nin gtime, 102 MINS. 
YO SS eee ey Cary Grant 
ESL ean thie Secrascuk 6s cweres Joan Fontaine 
Gen. McLaidlaw......Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
| PES re Rept Ne rey Nigel Bruce 
Mrs. McLaidlaw........ Dame May Whitty 
i CSM. . on cdeediebessace Isabel Jeans 
PE Hin cccatcqeeeevrys Heather Angel 
tt . . corseciesasaied can Auriol Lee 
Reggie Wetherby.. -- Reginald Sheffield 
Captain Melbeck............ Leo G. Carroll 
Alfred Hitchcock’s trademarked 


cinematic development of suspense- 
ful drama, through mental emotions 
of the story principals, is vividly 
displayed in ‘Suspicion,’ a class pro- 
duction provided with excellence in 





direction, acting and mounting. Pic- 


ture is due for critical attention and 
strong women patronage in the key 
runs, to follow through for profit- 
able biz in the subsequent bookings 
with the adult trade. - 

Joan Fontaine equals her highly- 
rating performance in ‘Rebecca’ as 
the pivotal factor in the tale, suc- 
cessfully transposing to the screen 
her innermost emotions and fears 
over the wastrel and apparently- 
murderous antics of her hus- 
band. Cary Grant, although gain- 
ing no sympathy in his role of the 
latter, turns in a sparkling charac- 
terization as the bounder who con- 
tinually discounts financial respon- 
sibilities and finally gets jammed 
over thefts from his employer. Ni- 
gel Bruce is outstanding in support, 
with Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Dame 
May Whitty, and Heather Angel 
capably handling respective cast as- 
signments. f 

In switching tragic ending of 
Francis Iles’ novel in favor of a 
happy finale, Hitchcock and his 
scripters devised a most inept and 
inconclusive windup that fails to 
measure up to the dramatic inten- 
sity of preceding footage, and this 
doesn’t reach the climax expected. 
In this respect, nicture structure 1s 
deficient, and it is obvious that the 
writers endeavored to toss in the 
happy ending in a few hundred feet 
and let it go at tha‘. 

Unfolded in the leisurely pace that 
is characteristic of British cinematic 
story-telling technique, Hitchcock 
deftly displays the effect of occur- 
rences on the inner emotions of the 
wife. Protected girl of an English 
country manor, Miss Fontaine falls 
in love and elopes with Grant, an 
impecunious and happy-go-lucky in- 
dividual, who figured her family 
would amply provide for both of 
them. Deeply in love, she overlooks 
his monetary irresponsibilities until 
discovery that he has stolen a large 
sum from an estate, and prosecu- 
tion and exposure looms. Burden 
of events finally develops menial at- 
titude that her husband would even 
commit murder to secure funds for 
repayment, and this suspicion is 
heightened when Grant’s friend, 
Bruce, dies during visit to Paris— 
with the wife believing the husband 
responsible. Finally at the break- 
ing point of nervous tension, she be- 
lieves Grant would even stoop to 
poisoning her to secure insurance to 
repay his thefts. Finish, with sat- 
isfactorv explanations and happy re- 
conciliation, replaces the tragic 
ending of the book. 

Under Hitchcock’s guidance, pic- 
ture develops plenty of suspense and 
appeal to the women sector in dis- 
playing a wife’s development of 
mental hysteria through burden of 
real or imagined criminal tendencies. 
Production is excellently mounted 
throughout, with English settings 
and Harry Stradling’s photography 
of top grade. Walt. 


Riders of the Timberline 
(ONE SONG) 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production. Stars William Boyd; features 
Brad King, Andy Clyde, J. Farrei Me 
Donald, Eleanor Stewart, Anna Q. Nillson, 
Edward Keene, Hal Talliaferro and Victor 
Jory. Directed by Lesley Selander. Based 
on characters created by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; story and adaptation, J Benton 
Cheney; editor, Fred Feitshans, Jr.; song 
by Grace Hamilton and Jack Stern; pho- 
| tography, Russell Harian Tradeshown in 
iN. Y., Sept. 19, ’41. Running time: 58 
| MINS. 

FLODGIONE CAOSRIGT .. ecccrccvee William Boyd | 
oO Ee ere ee grad King 
Cele vibe cedarscéSeankedes Andy Clyde 
POOUTIGRT 0.00 eeavenveeves J. Farrel McDonald 
MERINO. 6 cdneenevascoseeeevs Eleanor Stewart 
DORMS i ccsacesscessenesicd Anna Q. Nilsson 
BMGs ceccenieacéécetesenn. Edward Keene 
PUETED doo 0scuecewasésebsees Hal Talliaferro 
Slade...cecee Ceccesccevcccosses Tom Tyler 
Baptiste 4 Jory 
Larry Eissa 





Compact, actionful outdoors unit 
in the standard Hopalong Cassidy 
series, produced by Harry Sherman, 
will enjoy a substantial following. 
This one is up to the higher-than- 
average standard maintained by the 
series. 


As a switch, William Boyd is sent 
into lumber country, where he and 
his buddies thwart the plans of east- 
ern timber interests to delay fulfill- 
ment of a contract so that they may 
take title to valuable log-producing 
territory. It’s a little relief to find 
Boyd in a different setting with a 
story that has good pace and plot, 
but the cowboy character is one that 
suits him better than that of a lum- 
berjack. 

A sock in the jaw here and there, 
some mass fistic encounters and 
shooting dot the action. Included is 
a free-for-all in a village street that 
provides excitement, but some of the 
boys on the losing end are clearly 
not trying. In the shooting also the 
aim is strictly to miss, this being 
particularly true when hoodlums 
employed by the crooked lumber in- 
terests are trying to stop Boyd and 
Brad King at a dam they are about 
to blow up. 

Romantic interest is played down, 
but Eleanor Stewart is a promising 
type if anyone ever wants to make 
more use of her. She plays the 
daughter of the lumberman who 
triumphs against those trying to play 
dirty tricks on him. 4 

Andy Clyde, a regular Boyd asso- 
ciate, delivers a fair comedy punch, 
while lessers include J, Farrel Mc- 
Donald, Edward Keene, Hal Tallia- 
ferro, Victor Jory and Anna Q. 
Nilsson. The vet Miss Nilsson, as a 
camp cook, shows her years a lot, 
as the camera has not been particu- 


}abbreviated running 





Miniature Reviews 


You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) 
(Musical). Fred Astaire and 
Rita Hayworth in solid musical 
for wide and profitable b.o. 

‘Suspicion’ (RK“~). Excellent 
adult production to catch at- 
tention from critics and women 
patronage. 

‘Riders of the Timberline’ 
(Par). This Hopalong Cassidy 
is in a timber country locale; 
good actioner. 

‘Niagara Falls’ (Roach-UA). 
Second Hal Roach streamliner 
broad farce to catch good share 
of dual support dating. 

‘Outlaws of the Desert’ (Par). 
Hopalong Cassidy western with 
an Arabian locale. Write your 
own tagline. 

‘Ellery Queen and the Mur- 
der Ring’ (Col). Another murder 
mystery unravelled to satisfy as 
dual supporter. 

‘The Lone Star Vigilantes’ 
(Col) (Songs). Bill Elliott and 
Tex Ritter teamed in good ac- 
tioner for western audiences. 

‘Stick to Your Guns’ (Par). 
Hopalong Cassidy again exter- 
minates some rustlers. Okay for 
the juves, 

‘Secret of the Wastelands’ 
(Par). Moderate _ biz-getting 
Hopalong Cassidy western. 

‘The Kid from Kansas’ (U) 
(Songs). Unexciting actioner for 
dual support in the secondaries. 

‘The Apache Kid’ (Rep.) Poor 





western featuring Don ‘Red’ 
Barry. 
‘General Suvorov’ (Artkino; 


Russian-made). Low-grade, talky 
propaganda film that even the 
arties won’t relish. 

‘Wanderers West’ (Mono). 
Boring Tom Keene western. 








larly kind. Photography generally, 
however, is very ry and some of 
the montage shots excellent. 
A song for group singing, 
Fighting 40, is a very listenable 
choral number, sung twice by a 
group of lumberjacks. Char. 


NIAGARA FALLS 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


United Artists release of ~Hal Roach pro- 
duction. Features Marjorie Woodworth, 
Tom Brown, ZaSu Pitts, Slim Summerville. 
Directed by Gordon Douglas. Original 
screenplay by Paul Gerard Smith. Hal 
Yates, Eugene Conrad; camera, Robert 
Pit-tack; photographic effects, Roy Sea- 
wright; editor, Bert Jordan; Ass’t director, 
Eddie Montagne. Previewed at Alexander, 


*The 


Glendale, Sept. 19, ‘41. Running time, 
43 MINS. 
Margy Blake.......... Marjorie Woodworth 
i MEINE: K6 6 G06 ke0s-0080e8% Tom Brown 
UE BRIO. cewcseneescecvaes ZaSu Pitts 
Pe, DOE. hc cccéeseescé Slim Summerville 
BGG wenn 00060608 Od6e00085 Chester Clute 
MEMse TPOOMET. «cccaveeseaees Edgar Deering 
Rs 9 6 850640 005000096560000 89 Ed Gargan 
WES Oxy. s tx peeeessaceaveses Gladys Blake 
SEONG WIG. ccaceccecucseses Leon Belasco 
f Rand Brooks 
Honeymooners. .......+.. iMargaret Roach 
Ge Bead Vb adt¥ok nt sackawanesosds Jack Rice 





‘Niagara Falls’ is the second of Hal 
Roach’s ‘Streamlined Features’ with 
time to catch 
second spottings in the dual book- 
ings. A fast-paced farce, with in- 
clusion of broad slapstick and gagged 
routines, picture clocks sufficient 
laughs to make it good supporting 
fare in the duals. 

Complications in a honeymoon 
hotel overlooking Niagara Falls are 
displayed with usual marital mixups 
and trimmings, with several bed- 
room episodes enlivening the pro- 
ceedings. Slim Summerville, on 
honeymoon with ZaSu Pitts, has a 
penchant for sticking his nose in 
other people’s affairs—and result 
carries through to toss Tom Brown 
and Marjorie Woodworth together in 
a room for the night and marriage 
windup. 

With Brown, Summerville and 


Miss Pitts carrying sufficient poster | 


values for dual bookings, picture will 
garner a good share of playing time 


|in the spots for which it is intended. 


Walt. 


Outlaws of the Desert 
(ONE SONG) 


release of Hurry Sherman 
Directed by Howard Brether- 


Paramount 
production. 


ton. Screenplay, J. Benton Cheney and 
Bernard McConville, based on characters 
created by Clarence E. Mulford; camera, 
Russell Harlan; music director, Irvin Tal- 
bot; music, John Leipold. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., Sept. 22, ’41. Running time: 66 
MINS, 

Hopalong Cassidy....... scsestente Base 
SOY POINONNs:6656s 65 00nses ... Brad King 
SUCOUMIA soc ccveées ecvccoee.. Andy Clyde 
Charles Grant.......e+eeee+-Forest Stanley 
Susan Grant...... eeoceccecese-Jean Phillips 
Mrs. Jane Grant......e.ee+e+-Nina Guilbert 
Marie Karitza....c.ccccccecses-LUli Deste 
tree jt 2 eee Albert Morin 
NE +eee--George Woolsley 
i, Serre aneeres George Lewis 
Sheik Suleiman............Duncan Renaldo 
Faran El Kaker..............Joan Del Val 
Ces patveeVeaeene eeeeceee-Mickey Eissa 
ere er eee ++eeeee- Jamiel Hasson 





Maybe it was western Arabia the 
scripters were thinking about. For 
Paramount’s ‘Outlaws of the Desert,’ 
another in the Hopalong Cassidy 
series, has switched its locale from 
California’s location spots to what 
one presumes to be the deserts of 


Arabia. But it’s the same old mesa 
mellerism. 

Duncan Renaldo is the sheik of 
the desert, but take that bedsheet 
wrapper away and instead of a Bed- 
ouin you've got one of the Three 
Mesquiteers, Republic’s horse opera 
trio, of whom Renaldo was recently 


one. 
This time Bill Boyd (Hoppy), 
still in the saddle, is detailed to 


leave the U. S. to buy some Arabian 
steeds, backed by his two sidekicks, 
Andy Clyde and Brad King. Ac- 
companied by Forest Stanley, who 
has commissioned them for the job, 
they become involved in the Arabian 
desert with kidnapers. But justice 
always triumphs. 

Boyd performs in his standard, 
acceptable manner, aided by Clyde 
for the stereotyped comedy and 
King as the romantically inclined 
aide, with Jean Phillips the other 
half of the suggested romance. Luli 
Deste, a Lamarrish siren-type, is a 
looker and alone fits well into the 
Near East setting as one of the kid- 
nap plotters. Rest of the perform- 
ances run from fair to poor. Naka. 


Ellery Queen and The 
Murder Ring 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Columbia release of Larry Darmour pro- 


duction; associate producer, Rudolph Flo- 
thow. Features Ralph Bellamy, Margaret 
Lindsay. Directed by James Hogan. 
Screenplay by Eric Taylor and Gertrude 
Purcell; story by Ellery Queen; camera, 
James 8S. Brown, Jr.; editor, Dwight Cald- 
well; Ass’t director, Carl Hiecke. Pre- 
viewed at La Reina, North Hollywood, 
Sept. 16, ‘41. Running time, 70 MINS. 
ee ee. SPT Ralph Bellamy 
Nikki Porter.............Margaret Lindsay 
Inspector Queen......... Charley Grapewin 
Miss Tracy..cccccese ceusea woke Mona Barrie 
| KOPP Tirerr vite re Paul Hurst 
Sergeant Velie....cccccce «+...James Burke 
Dr. JaBNGY .csccccceee eeeeeces George Zucco 
Mre. Stack....cee scenes -+».. Blanche Yurka 
TMOMGE.«s.c:0000 osseeeecse esses tom Dugan 
John Stack... .ccccccccccccccss.- LOR Ames 
Alfee Stack... .ccccccccccs .... Jean Fenwick 
Dr. Williams....... coeseseces Olin Howland 
Dr. DUBB....0 errr Teeter Dennis Moore 
BEISS FOR. ccc cesesssccers Charlotte Wynters 
oo eT err re Tee ..Pierre Watkins 


A moderately-budgeted whodunit, 
with comedy trimmings, latest adven- 
ture of sleuth Ellery Queen will pro- 
vide good support for the secondary 
and family bookings. 

Latest adventure of Queen re- 
volves around a hospital and strange 
murders that are committed after 
the suave sleuth arrives to investi- 
gate most strange happenings. Of 
the three murders, the second two 
have been previously set up as sus- 
pects for the first killing. Ralph 
Bellamy wades through the cine- 
matic maze of typical whodunit for- 
mula to finally narrow things down 
to the perpetrator. The adventure, 
with its sideline comedy byplay, is 
generally acceptable diverting fare. 

Paul Hurst and Tom Dugan are 
teamed as a couple of gangsters de- 
tailed to bump off hospital-endower, 
Blanche Yurka; and stick around the 
corridors and wards of the institu- 
tion for several rounds of broad 
comedy. Bellamy is okay as the 
sleuth; Margaret Lindsay satisfies as 
his girl friend and assistant; Charley 
Grapewin is the police inspector; 
and. George Zucco is the medical 
head of the hospital. 

Despite the whodunit meller as- 
pects necessary, scripters Eric Tay- 
lor and Gertrude Purcell have in- 
jected lightness in the comedy trim- 
mings. Direction by James P. Ho- 
gan clicks more with the comedy 
than with the mysterious elements, 
which further gets the tale off the 
| regular groove. Walt. 





| 
|The Lone Star Vigilantes | 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Columbia release of Leon Barsha_ pro- 
duction Stars Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter. Di- 
rected by Wallace W. Fox. Original screen- 
Luci 





Play by Ward; camera, Benjamin 
Kline; editor, Mel Thorsen; Ass't director, 
Milton Carter. Previewed in studio prw- 
jection room Sept. 17, "41. Running time, 


Wild Bill Hickok 


Bill Elliott 
Tex Martin 


cceccoccces eccccocsceoed eX Ritter 
Frank Mitchell 


se eeee @seeeeees 


| 58 MINS. 
| 


Cannonball 
; Shary 


Monroe.......e... Virginia Carpenter 

Marcia Banning............ Luana Walters 

| Colonel Monroe....cccccccces Budd Buster 
\ ta Banning....... Poosesess Forrest Taylor 
De WI 604 6-665645000604 Cavin Gordon 

PO «5.000 0606604060006808' Lowell Drew 

SP TEtO: LOUD <.c0086seeceeucs>s Edmund Cobb 

SN a 3 654 <6.54 65003400084 Ethan Laidlaw 

Le SENN 5 0cd ss 00secseuener Rick Anderson 


‘Lone Star Vigilantes’ is the best 
of the first three Bill Elliott-Tex Rit- 
ter western series. Full of action, 
aimed to satisfy western addicts, and 
with plenty of gun-pumping and 
heroics, picture is a good entry in 
the western field for dating. 


Good western-type script accentu- 
ating action and excitement, com- 
bined with fast-paced direction by 
Wallace Fox, provides Elliott and 
Ritter with sufficient material to 
catch attenticn. Story is laid in 
post-Civil War Texas, with Elliott, 
Ritter and stooge Frank Mitchell re- 
turning from the Confederate army 
to find the populace under the rule 
of an outlaw gang headed by a 
phoney state police captain. Trio 
proceeds to expose the plot to ter- 
rorize the district—with plenty of 
gunplay and excitement engendered 
in the unfolding. 

Elliott is most prominent for hero- 
ics in dealing with the imposters, 
while Ritter has his guitar handy to 
sing a couple of prairie ditties. Mit- 
chell catches a few laughs by his 














——, 


obvious tumbles. Support includes 
Virginia Carpenter, Luana Walters 
Budd Buster, Forrest Taylor and 
Gavin Gordon. Walt. 


STICK TO YOUR GUNS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production, Features William Boyd, Brad 
King, Andy Clyde, Directed by Lesley 
Selander. Screenplay by J. Benton Cheney 
based on characters created by Clarence 





Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan; film 
editor, Carroll Lewis. Tradeshown = in 
N. Y., Sept. 19, ‘41. Running time: 61 
MINS. 

Hopalong Cassidy........ e++.William Boyd 
De DOORN, canbusbeseeeessces Brad King 
California..... Ceeccccccesseesees Andy Clyde 
ae bebshineess ee Jacqueline Holt 
Winters CoeCeecccccceccccess Henry Hall 
cc adieu eee S66650860% Joe Whitehead 
Frenchy PTTTTT TTT TTT LT Tere Bob Card 
POEO sc ccescses seeeeeeeeeeees Jimmy Wakely 
DIMA oc ccccewevesetes O0666-4-0:a8 Johnny Bond 
Bow WOW..ccccceseceeeees+-Dick Rinehart 
Sa e ed00 6nbeecs Jack Smith 
re G40466600d0-0066 8¢50060% Jack Trent 
Lanky Corecess eceseesess Homer Holeomb 
De<tsakeckkebebbbebadiead Tom London 
Pn bn s tb464 60440608 605005400 Mickey Eissa 


And Jim Wakely Trio 


The Bar 20 boys ride again in this 
Hopalong Cassidy chapter; they get 
the rustlers and all the kiddies who 
like shooting and excitement in cow- 
boy costume will be satisfied with 
this Harry Sherman production. 

This time one of the old Bar 20 
boys, now an indie rancher, is hav- 
ing trouble with a big gang of 
rustlers. He sends wires to all his 
former pals enlisting their aid and 
all respond. Boyd and Andy Clyde 
come in from the rear, joining the 
rustlers by a ruse, while Brad King 
leads the rest of the posse in a 
frontal attack. Meanwhile blonde 
Jacqueline Holt, because her grand- 
pappy is an_ inveterate rustler 
hunter, gets mixed into the posse 
and affords a romantic vis-a-vis for 
King. 

With the rustlers thus surrounded, 
it’s no wonder they’re all either well 
shot up or captured and, of course, 
Hopalong is again the hero of the 
cow pastures. Interspersed with all 
the shooting, the Wakely Trio, plus 
King, harmonize some chants of the 
saddle as soothers in between the 
shellfire. No sense in completely 
shell-shocking the kiddies. 

Per usual, the acting is uniform 
for the series; ditto all the produc- 
tion assignments. Scho. 


Secret of the Wastelands 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman pro- 


duction Directed by Derwin Abrahams. 
Screenplay, Gerald Geraghty; story, Blise 
Lomax; based on characters created by 
Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russel) Hare 
lan; music, Irvin Talbot; score, John Leo- 
pold Tradeshown in N. Y., Sept. 22, ‘41. 
Running time, 66 MINS, 
Hopalong Casaidy......scccccees Bill Boyd 
SOBRNY NElBOR..cscccscnccccess Brad King 
CON vce oe des eeecaseeeeea Andy Clyde 
Jennifer Kendall...........- Barbara Britton 
DO  cck ke ces wheoeeekea Douglas Fowley 
CIR PR kk ccdcvesneces Keith Richards 
eM Ls cans beh eRSbe 6565 0 ee 
oo EO eer Gordon Hart 
EG. BORO: cccceccccescenees Hal Price 
PP BOG. ncnscpnnececunsssees Lee Tung Foo 
CIANION. occccsccescesecseoecece Earl Gunn 
SUUTIENGOT soca cevetcovesaeuces Ian MeDonalé 
Wy SEIN. bec cceescsecesseues John Rawlings 
QUA. ovccccccccecesccesscseces Richard Loo 
BONE coccccesscececeevageees ..Roland Got 
|. SPOT TPTTTEEETTTTr Te Jack Kockwell 
This is a somewhat far-fetched 
Hopalong Cassidy western, since 


there are apparently more Chinesé 
in the pic than horse opera charac- 
ters. However, the somewhat orig- 
inal idea of Hoppy (Bill Boyd) sid- 
ing with an Oriental group in the 
latter’s fight against California land- 
grabbers should generally find pop- 
ular appeal. 

A somewhat questionable name for 
the leading Chinese character 1S 
May Soong (played by Soo Young). 
Sooner might be recalled as the fam- 
ily name of the famous Soong Sis- 
ters, one of whom is Mme. Chiang 
Kai-Shek. At that, however, its as- 
sociation with the film’s character 
isn’t too far amiss as far as the In- 
tent was concerned; she is apparently 
the saviour of a people seeking to 
rehabilitate themselves in the Cali- 
fornia valley. And, with Hoppys 
aid, they’re able to lay claim to the 
farming land. Tied up with the 
yarn is an archaeological expedition 


| for which Hoppy is commissioned as 


the leader. 
Cassidy, Clyde and Brad King do 
well enough on performance, while 
Douglas Fowley is sufficiently vil- 
lainous. Miss Young looks enough 
like the wife of the Chinese general- 
issimo to command interest, though 
her performance is outstanding ™ 
itself in a role that demands, and 
gets, extreme simplicity. Naka. 


The Kid F rom Kansas 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Universal release of Ben Pivar produce 
tion, Features Dick Foran, Andy Devine, 
Leo Carrillo. Directed by William Nigh. 
Screenplay by Griffin Jay and David Sil- 





verstein; original by Jay; camera, John 

W. Boyle; editor, Arthur Hilton. Pre- 

viewed in studio Projection Room, Sept. 

15, '41. Running time: 61 MINS. 

EMER: 6 n06% Kcbesevecsenceceses Dick Foran 

PORBRG. 006 ssccsne passbseceesas Leo Carrillo 

Andy...... CabboeCisdserenes ceed Andy Devine 

SMIIty.... ceccscosccccsvecsssccccsecd Ann Doran 

CeBAr...ccccccceesceesesFrancis McDonald 

Walker. ccccoscsacccceseoecoses James Seay 

Linda....... Keeddenceesecss MEMPOIG RAltOn 

Jamaica....... cecccccncerese vestor Paiva 
Chief of Police...........--Antonio Moreno 
ZO sc ocecscesese sccceee- Leyland Hodgson 


...Wade Boteler 
...«.Guy Usher 


Russell.......- 
Maloney....... 


eee weer ereee 
eee ewe eeeere 


‘The Kid from Kansas’ is an action 
meller of lightweight proportions 
that will suffice as supporter in the 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Lamour- Aloma’-Scott Orch Drab 326 
In Generally Steady Chi; ‘Kisses’ Plus 
Gypsy Rose Lee 186, Father Wife’ 166 





Chicago, Sept.” 23. 

Loop is showing good strength 
generally. Palace comes up with a 
strong twosome that looks for some 
real biz in ‘Father Takes Wife’ and 
‘Parachute Battalion.’ 

Not much in the offing for Dor- 
othy Lamour’s ‘Aloma.” Roosevelt is 
trying a double currently with 
‘Tanks a Million’ and ‘Bad Men of 
Missouri,’ but it’s just another week, 
and the rest of the loop’s stgaight 
flicker houses are content with hold- 


overs. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Barbara’ (UA) (2d wk). Came 
through with good $9,600 last week 
and will hold currently to okay $7,- 
000. While doing well enough, it’s 
not near the strength of ‘Pygmalion,’ 
another Shaw opus. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Aloma’ (Par) and stage show (Ray- 
mond Scott’s orch). Used consider- 
able advertising space and got away 
all right, but doesn’t indicate sus- 
tained power, and will probably 
come in with $32,000, milder than has 
been usual here recently. Last week 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), with Skinnay 
Ennis orchestra on stage, finished 
fortnight to nifty $33,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Moved here 
from the Chicago, and for third loop 
session looks for neat $5,500. Last 
week ‘Manpower’ (WB) came up 
with $4,200, so-so. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44) 
—‘Bride COD’ (WB) and ‘Caroline’ 
(RKO). Pretty fair combination of 
subsequent run flickers that will 
bring in $7,500 for okay week. Last 
week “Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) took all right 
$7,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) and 
‘Parachute’ (RKO). Opened Satur- 
day (20) and got away in sharp style 
that should take the current week 


to satisfying $16,000. Last week 
‘Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Baines Broad- 
way’ (RKO) finished fine three- 


week stand to pleasant $9,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA). One of the 
infrequent double features here and 
going to fair take at $10,000. Last 
week ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) was a 
quick blooper and out at sad $6,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) and vaude. 
Gypsy Rose Lee and Roscoe Ates 
headlining stage. 
offing here as this house goes along 
neatly on steady patronage, and will 
garner $18,000 currently. Last week 
‘George White’s ‘Scandals’ with 
‘Highway West’ (20th) was powerful 
with $22,200 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Ladies Meet’ “(M-G) 
(3d week). Women have really gone 
for this one, excellent $10,000 after 
brilliant $12,800 last week. 


LADY’ DUAL GOOD 106, 


K. C; ‘BOMBER’ $9,500 





: Kansas City, Sept. 23. 
Pictures are regaining some trade 
On the basis of better films. Thea- 


tre row has new attractions in every | 
No records will be broken but | 


Spot. 
figures should be good in all spots. 
Belle Starr’ at the Uptown and Es- 
quire, which was figured a natural 
+ oe territory, is doing well, but 
S no 


di of any smash _ proportions. 
‘Dive Bomber,’ at the Orpheum, and 
Lady Be Good,’ as bill topper at the 


Midland, are more in line with good 
biz as expected. 

Theatres getting some 
competition from General Motors’ 
Parade of Progress,’ showing for a 
week in Kansas City, Mo., followed 
by a move to the Kansas side. GM 
making no friends with exhibs as 
it’s going for big ad lineage in dailies 
and getting over 25,000 ogiers nightly 
for the 45-minute walk-through. 

Weather favorable all week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
West) (820 and 2,043; 10-30-44)— 
Belle Starr’ (20th) in both spots. 


Biz above average and will be a suc- 
cessful week, but not what was in- 
dicated for the film in this town, 
$6,500 combo). Last week, 
Geese Calling’ (20th), day and dated 
In these two houses, came through 
With good $6,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,101: 
~~ Lady Be Good’ (M-G) a 
Toiler (Col). Bringing 
Steady play and week's total around 


10-28-44) 


$10,000, good. Last week, ‘Major 
arbara’ (UA) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col) 
dualled as a sickly pair for one of 








Nice take in the | 


(1,700; | 


terrific 


‘Wild | 


nd ‘Tillie | 
fairly | 


a 


slowest of weeks in this big house; 
$6,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44) —‘N. Y. Town’ (Par). Has 
some strength for the marquee, but 
showing up only so-so at the b.o., 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Aloma South 
Seas’ (Par) hold over and registered 
good $7,500 for nine days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB). Coming off 
creditably, $9,500. Continues the 
solo policy established by ‘Citizen 
Kane,’ in contract to the usual 
house duals. Certain holdover. Last 
week, ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) in see- 
ond week was only average $5,000. 


Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30) — 
‘Under Fiesta Stars’ (Rep) plus 
vaude. Taking it easy for one of 


lower totals and unusual as Autry, 
in film, is a regularly strong draw 
here; $5,300. Last week, ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th) and stage bill 
headed by Morey Amsterdam did 
$5,800, 


Defense Money 


Ups D.C.;Hot236 
For ‘Lady -Vaude 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
Upswing is in evidence and there 
also are indications theatres are be- 
ginning to profit from increase in 
population here due to government 


defense activities. Profitable grosses 
are being marked up at all down- 
town houses, even for the lesser 
films. 

Leader is 14th anniversary combo 
at Capitol, largest local presentation 
house, which ‘Roxy’ Rothafe]l opened 
at the Fox. With ‘Lady Be Good’ on 
screen and Sheila Barrett and Hal 
LeRoy on stage, week’s figure should 
|hit sweet $23,000. 

Surprise package is ‘Life with 
| Caroline,’ at Keith’s. Soared over 
weekend and management is now 
| regretting ‘Little Foxes’ opening set 
|for Wednesday night (24), which 
lprevents second week the Ronald 
Colmen starrer should have. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), plus stage 
show with Sheila Barrett and Hal 
|LeRoy. Anniversary ballyhoo boost- 
ing it toward excellent $23,000. Last 
week ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), can thank 
| Will Bradley orch on stage for con- 
siderable of very good $21,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
| ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (2d run). Third 
|downtown week, average $5,000. 
|Last week ‘Life Hardy’ (M-G) (2d 
lrun,), same figure, fine after two big 
| weeks at Capitol. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB) plus vaude. Head- 
ed for profitable $18,000. Last week 











‘Our Wife’ (Col), managed fair 
enough $17,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Life with Caroline’ (RKO). Much 
lbetter than expected, should hit 
|healthy $10,000 in six and a half 
days. Last week ‘Citizen Kane’ 


| (RKO) (3d week), dropped, but still 
|! much in the black, $7,000. 
| Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d run). Still 
zooming sfter two weeks at 
good $6,000. Last week ‘Mr 
(Col), better-than-average $5,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55) 
‘Ladies Mect’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
good for $12,000. Last week, excel- 
lent $17,090. , 


. ~— 

‘Aloma’-‘Pitt Kid’ Top 

Jersey City at $14,500 

Jersey City, Sept. 23. 

| Business is average at the three 
| frst-run houses here. ‘Aloma,’ at 
| the Stanley, is likely to do best, with 
‘Parachute Battalion’ and ‘Father 
Takes Wife,’ at State, coming second, 
and Loew's ‘Life With Andy Hardy,’ 
| holdover, third. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205; 28-33-50 )— 

‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Black- 
out’ (UA) (2d wk.). Good $9,000 in- 





dicated. Last week fine $15,500. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55 )— 

‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ 

|'(Rep). Expect good $14,500. Last 


week ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Smil- 
line Ghost’ (WB), fair $12,000. 

| State (Skoras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO) and 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO). Good 
$9.500. Last week ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(Par) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (2d 
wk.), satisf: $7,000. 


etory 


Earle, | 
Jordan’ | 





‘Kane’ Nifty at $7,500 

In Memphis, ‘Lady’ 6!4G 

Memphis, Sept. 23. 

‘Citizen Kane’ is confounding the 
local wise guys with the business of 
the week. In a town where the 
Hearst angle means nothing, since 
W. R. never operated here, and 
where marquee names are supposed 
to be all, this crix pix is pacing the 
field for the week, and looks to out- 
distance Metro's several - starred 
‘Lady Be Good’ by a substantial 
margin. 

M. A. Lightman’s independent 
Malco is showing Orson Welles opus. 
RKO product normally would play 
one of Loew’s houses. Latter cir- 
cuit’s State has ‘Lady Be Good.’ Pal- 
ace trailing frail third with ‘Para- 
ehute Battalion.’ 

Local reviewers did nipups that 


helped raise ‘Kane’ into upper 
money brackets. Word-of-mouth 
controversy isn’t hurting, public 


being pretty evenly among those 
who like jt and those who don’t. 


Estimates for This Week 


Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33- 
44)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Strong trade 
will propel Welles pic to easy $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Unfinished Business’ 
{U), $6,500, very good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Highway West’ (WB), four days, 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB) (repeat), three 
days. Opening opus yanked half- 
way, with ‘Navy’ back to rescue. 
Still will do well to grab gasping 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB), $6,200, mighty nice. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Musical is 
well liked to mebbe $6,500, not at 
all bad. Last week, ‘Major Barbara’ 
(UA), four days, and ‘Dance Hall’ 
(20th), three days; $2,300, terrible. 

alace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Title 
seems sole strength of this one and 
may help to moderate $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), $4,400, 
subpar. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33) — ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and 
‘Tillie’ (Col), split week. Pointing 
to uppish $1,700. Last week, ‘Wide 
Open Town’ (Par), three days; 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d run), two 
days, and ‘Voice Night’ (Col), two 
days; $1,500, okay. 


‘Kisses’-Carroll Unit 
$12,500 in OK Cincy, 





‘Navy Blues’ Good 106 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 

Cinema center’s trade is holding 
close to last week's all right level 
in face of weather opposish over 
weekend, when temperature hit 90 
degrees, and competish from Xavier 
and University of Cincinnati night 
football games Friday (19) and Sat- 
urday (20). 


Four of the ace pic parlors have | 


fresh releases currently, which is on 
the high side for Cincy. Top tugger 
is ‘Unfinished Business,’ at the Albee, 
with ‘Navy Blues’ in the Palace next 
best; both black markers. 


Caroline’ at the Grand, 
lands of Dakota’ at Keith's. 

Combo Shubert is having a pass- 
able week with ‘Kisses for Break- 
fast’ and Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ on 
stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Nifty 
$12,500. Last week, ‘When 
Meet’ (M-G), good $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G). 
over from Albee for second week. 
Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Jekyll- 
Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk), slow $3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Campus’ (Col), split with ‘A 
Very Young Lady’ (20th) and ‘Dead- 





| 
} 
| 


| 


| 55-75 )—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep). 


| 
| 


Ladies | 
i ‘No Greater Sin’ (University) 
(2,000; 33-40-50 )— | 
Move- | 


15-28 )— | 


(end, 


Bway B.0. Boffo; Lydia’ Big $100,000, 
‘Navy -Duchin Nifty 44, ‘Wife -Vaude 
Nice 396, ‘Lady Be Good’ Weak 226 





A substantial take over the week- 
followed by the Jewish holi- 
days, Monday (22) and yesterday 
(Tues.), combine to move New York 
first-runs, including new pictures 
and holdovers, well into the profit 
column. Large crowds were in the 
downtown area all day Monday (22). 
Business on Saturday (20) was very 
strong, while Sunday was close be- 
hind it. 

Principal disappointer currently is 
‘Lady Be Good’ at around $22,000 for 
the Capitol. It will be held over 
regardless, with ‘Honky Tonk’ slated 
for Oct. 2. 


‘Lydia,’ first from United Artists 
to play the Music Hall in some 
while, is benefiting markedly from a 
holiday play and will hit a big $100,- 
000 or close, holding over. An- 
other new show that is reaping a 
good harvest is ‘Navy Blues’ at the 
Strand, which has Eddy Duchin and 
the Navy Blues Sextet on the stage. 
Indications point to $44,000 or bet- 
ter. This likewise holds, 


‘Our Wife,’ bought outside for the 
Paramount, is no world-beater, but 
at $39,000 on the first week ended 
last night (Tues.) it adds up to a 
satisfactory net result. In person 
here and not to be discounted so 
far as draught is concerned are Ken 
Murray, Judy Canova and the Mit- 
'chell Ayres band. Show goes a sec- 
ond week beginning today (Wed.). 


Very potent is ‘Sun Valley Sere- 
nade,’ which winds up a _ highly 
profitable engagement at the Roxy 
tomorrow night (Thurs.). The con- 
cluding session will be $47,000, as 
compared with $41,500 last week 
(2d). Backed by an exploitation 
campaign engineered by the Hal 
Horne organization, ‘Yank in R. A. 
F.’ opens Friday (26). 

Loew’s segond-run State is doing 
good business with ‘Kiss Boys Good- 
bye’ and the Larry Clinton orches- 
tra, predictions being for a very 
sound $25,000, or about that. 

‘Unfinished Business’ leaves the 
Rivoli after a fair money-getting 
run Friday night (26), with ‘This 
Woman Is Mine’ coming in Satur- 





‘day (27). 
| Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 


$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
(6th wk). Last week (5th), $11,700, 
fair. No date of departure yet set. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (46th wk). Became the long- 
est-run roadshow talker last week 
(45th), when grossing $10,100, okay. 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) went 44 
weeks at $2 top, ‘Singing Fool’ (WB) 
31, while record of 98 consecutive 
roadshow weeks on Broadway is still 
the high for silents, scored by ‘Big 
Parade’ (M-G). Oddly enough, 
M. J. Kavanaugh, who’s in charge of 
'the ‘Faniasia’ run, also handled ‘Big 
| Parade’ on its memorable run at the 
Astor. 

Capitol (Loew’s (4,820; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). 





Also ocn| ill hold 1e g indi 
the Sight side are ‘My Life With | teenus” over, though an indicated 


light, does not justify it. 


and “Bad-| fast week, second for ‘When Ladies 


Meet’ (M-G), under $20,000. ‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) due Thursday (2). 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44- 
Comes 
in today after better-than-averape 
week with ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ 
(M-G), $8,000. Preceding that, ‘West 
Point’ (Par), only $5,500, weak. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
(4th- 
final wk). Circused by Lou Brandt 
in the selling and still making coin; 


|this week (4th) probably $6,300, 
while the past semester (3d) was 
$6,500. ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 75-$1.10) 
—York’ (WB) (13th wk and 7th 
here). Down to less than $14,000 
last week (6th here) and closes in a 
week or two, to come into the pop- 


ly Game’ (Mono). Normal $2,000. | 
Same last week for ‘Cracked Nuts’ | 
(U) and ‘Saddle Mountain Roundup’ 
(Mono), divided with ‘Danzgerou 
Game’ (U) and ‘Citadel of Crime’ 
(Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘My Life With Caroline’ (RKO). 


Fairly good $4,500. Last week, ‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th), second week of move- 
over run, all right $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50 )— 
‘Badiands of Dakota’ (U). 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO), tame $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 33-40-50)— 
‘Aloma’ (Par). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col) 
(2d run), mild $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Good $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par), all right 
$9,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-44-60)— 
‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB) and Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage. Pass- 
able $12,500. Last week, ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col) and Horace 


Heidt’s orch. big $17,200 for season’s | 


best thus far. 


Okay | 


Brutal 


priced Strand Oct. 17. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and 


$1 1,000. 


| 40-50) 


day (22) and started out good. ‘Bad- 
lands Dakota’ (U) went two weeks, 
the second being $6,100, the first 
$11,000, for extremely good biz. 
Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85 )— 


‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (4th-final 
wk). Goes five additional days 
through Friday night (26): third 


week up Sunday night (21) close to 
$18,000, while prior (2d) stanza was 
$20,000, fair profit. “This Woman Is 
Mine’ (U) opens Saturday (27). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75- 
85)—Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) 
and stage show (3d¢final wk). Amaz- 
ing strength shown on windup for 
an approximate $47,000, beating sec- 
ond week’s take of $41,500 by a good 
margin. ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) 
opens Friday (26). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) 
(2d run) and Larry Clinton orch. 
Substantially in the black at $25,000, 
or in that vicinity. Last week ‘Jor- 
dan’ (Col) (2d run) and Ray Kinney, 


Emile Boreo, others, in person, 
$26,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 


99)—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and Eddy 
Duchin, Navy Blues Sextet, others, 
on stage. Hitting strongly for $44,- 
000, or better, and holds. Last week, 
third for ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye, very good money- 
making show, $30,000. 


Frisco Spotty; 
‘Starr’ Mild 166; 
Caroline’ 16446 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Biz spotty this week. Weak pic- 
tures and holdovers might have 
something to do with it. With the 


exception of ‘Life with Caroline’ at 
Golden Gate, new entries, including 
‘Belle Starr’ and ‘Our Wife,’ are 
proving mild. Weekend biz was a 
redeeming factor all over. 


Public’s interest in novelty and 
comedy remains unabated, however. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ on Curran stage 
pulled jam-packed houses for three 
solid weeks, finishing Sunday (21), 
In Veterans Auditorium Joe Fisher, 
owner of a theatre chain in Singa- 
pore, set up a 16-mm travelog pitch 
and sold out so fast at $1 top that 
he had to add an extra (fifth) per- 
formance. 

Newly reopened United Artists is 
having a tough struggle with ‘Major 
Barbara.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Chan in 
Rio’ (20th). Bandit queen isn’t split- 











iti’ much here; $16,000 is about the 
jlimit. Last (2d-final) week ‘Jekyll- 
|Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘San _ Diego’ 


i Slipped to finish under expectations 
| with $10,000. 


Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-77- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO). 
Four-day windup going strong for 
$3,500. Last (2d wk) held up for 
satisfactory $5,200. Legit house, 


which has been used by RKO almost 
continuously since last April for 
i‘Fantasia’ (twice), ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
|*‘Snow White’ and ‘The Vatican,’ now 
| reverts to footlighters with ‘Mamba’s 
| Daughters’ taking over Oct. 6. 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44- 
Life with Caroline’ (RKO) and 
Very good, $16,500 indicated, 
hold over Last (3d-final) 
(RKO) rode to smash 


55) 
a ide 
Will 


k ‘Kane’ 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
- ‘Our Wife’ (Col) and 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U). House is in dol- 
drums again with around $8,000. Last 
week “This Woman Is Mine’ (U) and 


‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), dualed,| ‘perfect Crime’ (Col) did $7,500. 


open here this a.m. (Wed.). ‘Kane’ 
RKO), mighty 
in $19,800 first week and additional 
$11,000 fer concluding six days 
through last night (Tues.). 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) and, on stage, 
Ken Murray, Judy Canova and 
Mitchell Ayres band (2d-final wk). 
Siarts holdover today (Wed.), after 
getting $39,000, not big but suitable 
profit, on first seven days ending last 
night (Tues.). The third week for 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and Tommy Dorsey 
was $35,000, very strong. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
|‘Lydia’ (UA) and stage show. Hit- 


gross-getter, turned) 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50)—‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G). Third 
(5-day) week will do well to get 
$6,000. Last (2d) week got okay 
$9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50 )—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘San 


Diego’ (M-G) (moveover). Just av- 
erage $5,000. Last (2d moveover 
week) ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), same. 
United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-50)—‘Major Barbara’ 
(UA) and ‘Tanks a Million’ (UA) 
(2d wk). Gettine nowhere fast, de- 
spite critical raves. Only $5,000 in 
view. Last week $5,500, n.sg. 





ting snappy pace for fine take of 

| $100,000, ar near to it, and holds Warfie!d (F-WC) (%,650; 35-40-50) 

| over. Last week, fourth for ‘Little |—‘Lady Be Gooc’ (M-G) and ‘Bul- 

| Foxes’ (RKO), $80,000, excellent. | lets for O’Hara’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— | Holdover picking up good $8,500. 


i‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) opened Mon- 


First week ahout average at $19.9 ‘0. 
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Father Wife’-Monroe-Louise OK 18146 





(Rep), ‘Kansas Cyclone’ (Rep) tri- 
ple, and ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U)- 


| 
| 
|}*‘Roundup’ (Par), dual. Pretty fair 
| 


$900. Last week ‘Gangs Sonora’ 

| (Rep)-‘Poison Pen’ (Rep)-‘In Navy’ 

e e '(U), triple, split with ‘So Ends 

our Night’ (UA), ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep), 

il appy I 9 alm 8 | ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Under- 

| ground’ (WB), ‘Frontier Fury’ 

- + | (Cap), fair $900. — 

ve f | Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. |and ‘Bad Man Deadwood’ (Rep),/berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Moon 

; as eemeniie 4 ractical- | 00d $2,700 - |Miami’ (20th) and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
Bells tolling merrily for practi “,. | Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)—| (M-G), split with ‘Voyage Home 
ly everybody this week; weather's | «nive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Accent on! (UA), “Bride Crutches’ (20th) and 
just right, attractions are okay and | Love’ (20th) (2d wk). Heading for|*Magic Music’ (Par), an_ improved 


seem to be -g01 
mood. Only the Penn isn't enjoying | 
general prosperity and, at that, | 
‘Aloma of South Seas’ is doing bet- 
ter than either its single b.o. lure 
Dorothy Lamour, or the notices 
would indicate. Senator has itself a 
smash of sizeable proportions in ‘Mr. 
Jordan’ and will probably hang on 
to it for at least another fortnight 
while excellent combo of Vaughn 
Monroe and Anita Louise on stage 
and ‘Father Takes a Wiie’ at Stan- 
ley is getting that house right back 
into the heavy coin again. 

Elsewhere, it’s exclusively h.o. 
territory and in every case the com- 
plaints are nil. ‘Sun Valley Sere- 
nade’ at Fulton may stock for few 
davs beyond second full week; 
‘When Ladies Meet’ is doing well 
enough at Warner to rate another 
stanza at Ritz, and at Ritz in third 
downtown session, ‘Dive Bomber 
needs no apologies. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Sonja Henie starrer holding 
up pretty well, much better, in fact, 
than usual h.o.s at this spot and may 
stick again, depending on the wind- 
up. Looks like better than $5,500, 
which isn’t bad at all since average 
falloff at Fulton is generally consid- 
erably more than 50%. In opening 
week ‘Serenade’ grabbed close to 
$9,000. Will hold over three extra 
days. 

fone (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Aloma’ (Par). With Bing 
Crosby or Bob Hope or both, Doro- 
thy Lamour may mean something 
locally, on her own, she never has. 
A fairly mild $10,000 generally sums 
up the general satisfactory tone of 
film biz locally. Last week ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ (M-G) sagged below 
$15,000 estimate by almost a grand. 


people 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) (3d wk). Errol 
Flynn-Fred McMurray starrer fol- 


jowed the usual Penn to Warner to 
Ritz revue here and should hit 
around $2,700, all right. Funny 
thing about this small-seater; it sel- 
dom moves more than a couple of 
hundred bucks either way on these 


downtown wind-up runners. Last 
week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G), 
which traveled same course, got 


around $2,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Had an excel- 
lent advance campaign and the 
raves everywhere cemented its 
chances. Heading for a great $10,- 
000 on getaway and should stick 
around for a while. Word-of-mouth 
is immense, too, and that will also 
help. Last week ‘Wild Geese Call- 
ing’ (20th), didn’t call loud enough, 
and finished at $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) and 
Vaughn Monroe’s band with Anita 
Louise on stage. First-rate bill at 
both ends and building smartly to 
what looks like $18,500 or better. 
Monroe ‘practically a home town 
boy, hailing from a town 20 miles 
away, and getting a let of civic at- 
tention. Last week ‘Law of Tropics’ 
(WB) and John Boles-Pinky Tomlin 
wound up better than anticipated, 
about $16,300. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G). Shifted here 
from Penn and marquee is just as 
strong on Fifth avenue as it is at 
Penn and Sixth, with result that 
star names will overcome indiffer- 
ence of picture. That means close 
to $5,000, just about what ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) did last week, also 
on a moveover from Penn. 





/55)—Rochester on 





‘Kane’ Tops Prov., 136; 


| 
‘Harmon’- ‘Rich’ Fine 126 


Providence, Sept. 23. 

‘Citizen Kane,’ backed by consid- 
erable ballyhoo at RKO Albee, is 
riding the crest in a strong pic town 
this week. Also high is ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ which is in its second week 
at Majestic, and ‘Our Wife,’ which is 
being held over for an additional 
four days at Strand. Rochester unit 
at Metropolitan also nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (RKO). Building to 
zowie $13,000. Pic drawing elderly 
patrons. Last week, ‘Reluctant Dra- 
gon’ (RKO) and ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO), nice $7,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks a 
Million’ (UA) (3d downtown wk). 
Still pulling for nice $2,500. Last 
week knocked off nifty $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35) — 
*Fiesta -Stars’ (Rep) and ‘Father 
Steps Out’ (Mono). .Autry is popu- 
lar hereabouts and promises nice 





$3,000. Last week, ‘Chan Rio’ (20th) 


opening stanza, 


Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40-| with 
Dick | ‘Wait for You’ (M-G) and ‘Reaching 


stage with 
Stabile orch, and ‘Let’s Go Collegi- 
ate’ (Mono) on screen. Pulled in 
nifty $7,500 in three-day weekend 
run, 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50) — 
‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) and 
‘Harmon of Michigan’ (Col). Qpened 
Sunday (21) to heavy biz and head- 
ing for grand $12,000. Last week, 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Tillie 
Toiler’ (Col), kicked in with nice 
$14,000 in 10 days. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Two in Taxi’ 
(Col) (extra four days). Proved 
steady for extra days and should end 
up tomorrow (24) with swell $11,500 
in till, 


‘OUR WIFE’ VERY NIFTY 
IN BALTO AT $14,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 23. 

Biz here still on the upbeat all 
around. ‘Our Wife,’ at the combo 
Hipp, is building in highly satisfac- 
tory manner, and ‘Aloma of South 
Seas’ has them coming to the deluxe 
Stanley. B.o. continues extra-heavy 
on weekends,* when defense coin 
hereabouts is turned loose. In spite 
of decided recent drop in retail 
business, blamed mostly on continu- 
ation of unreasonable heat, show 
business has been consistently hold- 
ing its own. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Lady Be Good’™ (M-G). 
Fairish $11,000. Last week, ‘Major 
Barbara’ (M-G) didn’t get the masses 
at $9,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) 
plus vaude. Building to strong $14,- 
000. Last week, ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO), leaning heavily on 
p.a. of Andrews Sisters, hit the bell 
for $15,760. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Unfinished Business’ (UJ 
(2d wk). Holding nicely at possible 
$8,000 after very good $11,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Belle Starr’ (20th). Maintain- 
ing moderate pace and attracting 
house’s steady femme following for 
Okay $6,000. Last week (3d) of ‘Sun 








Valley’ (20th) completed well-sold 
run for strong $17,200. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 


55)—Aloma’ (Par). With big week- 
end under belt, indicating solid $12,- 
000. Last week, third of ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB), held up to rosy $37,- 
700 for the run. 


Starr’ NG $8,500, 
‘Kiss Boys’ 756, Omaha 


Omaha, Sept. 23. 

Downtown business pretty much 
off this week. Leader will be ‘Belle 
Starr’ and ‘Road Show’ at Orpheum 
with around $8,500, not much for 
this ace Tristates house. ‘Father 
Takes Wife’ and ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ not clicking heavily at the 
Brandeis and if they get $4,200 it 
will be a little more than now 
looked for. ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ and 
‘Blackout’ at Omaha will barely 
reach $7,500. 

High schools opened night football 
season Saturday, may be a factor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Blackout’ 
(UA). Light $7,500. Last week ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding’ (M-G) and ‘Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G), pfetty good 
$8,200, 

Orpheum (Tristates) 
40)—‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA). Not very good, $8,500. 
Last week ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and Or- 
rin Tucker band with Bonnie Baker 
on stage, smash $21,400, very close to 
house record at 10-40-55. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,590; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Father Takes Wife’ 
(RKO) and ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO). Slim $4,200. Last week 
‘Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Highway West’ 
(WB), fair $5,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
“Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill’ (M-G) split with ‘Voyage 
Home’ (UA), ‘Double Date’ (U) and 
‘Magic Music’ (Par). Nice $1,100. 
Last week ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Big Store’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U), ‘Wait 
for You’ (M-G) and ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par), for fine $1,200. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Ban Men Missouri’ (WB), ‘Men 
Timberland’ (U) and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 
(U), triple, split with ‘Love Rides 








(3,000; 10-30- 


in a film-going | hot $11,000 after knockout $12,000 in! $1,000. Last week ‘Tom, 
i} (RKO) and ‘Big Store’ (M-G) split 


Dick, Harry’ 


‘Flame New Orleans’ (VU), 


Sun’ (Par), a nice $900. 


‘Lady’-‘Stars’ Pace 
OK L’ville, $9,000; 
‘Kane’ Medium 86 


Louisville, Sept. 23. 

Continuing to run strong, this 
town’s first runs are set to garner 
a right tidy sum with the help of 
tremendous weekend biz. Defense 
spending seems te be hitting its 
stride hereabouts, and the downtown 
district looks like boomtown on a 
Saturday night. Film houses have 
not as yet fallen in line on the mid- 
night show idea, but the National, 
now drawing neat biz with stage 
shows and films, has been successful 
with added midnight performances 
on Saturdays. Current week spotted 
Sally Rand in the midnight show 
only, and packed ’em in. 

‘Lady Be Good,’ at Loew’s State, 
is shaping up for the best gross 
downtown, while ‘Citizen Kane,’ on 
a single at the Rialto, was given 
columns of praise by the critics, but 
the bulk of the patrons are not ex- 
cited, being more or less on the fence 
as to ‘what it’s all about.’ The av- 
erage patron doesn’t seem to savvy 
the story. Take on the Orson Welles 
opus will be under that of the Loew’s 
State entry. ‘Badlands of Dakota’ is 
looming up as a strong contender for 
b.o. honors at the Strand, while 
holdovers are likewise healthy at 
b.o. 








Estimates for This Week 

Brown (‘Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness’ (U) and ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ 
(U). Healthy $2,800 for moveover. 
Last week ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), excellent 
$2,700. 

Kentucky. (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO). Fine $1,600 for subsequent 
run. Last week ‘Caught in Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Underground’ (WB), ex- 
cellent $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) 
30-40)—‘Lady Be Good’ 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G). Very 
good $9,000 and leading the town. 
Last week ‘Major Barbara’ (UA) and 
‘Tanks a Million’ (UA) pulled some 
class trade, but bulk of regular film 
patrons were conspicuous by their 
absence. Mild $5,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Flock 
of defense workers, show shopping 
over a busy weekend, kept the 
wicket busy. H.o. week should shape 
up for alright $3,500. Last week 
same pic was off to a sizzling pace 
and wrapped up resonant $5,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 16; 35-50- 


(3,300; 15- 
(M-G) and 


60)—‘Prisoner on Devil's Island’ 
(Col) and stage show ‘Belles-A- 
Poppin’ produced by Bert Smith. 


Aided by p.a. of Sally Rand at mid- 
night show Saturday (20), looks like 
biz is perking at this house. Current 
week good $6,800. Last week ‘Her 
First Beau’ (20th) and stage show 
wound up with satisfactory $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Citizen Kane (RKO). Critics 
went to town raving about this one, 
and some class trade in evidence. 
May build as week progresses, al- 
though average run of patrons is not 
causing any b.o riots. Pacing for 
medium $8,000. Last week ‘Unfinishd 
Business’ (U) and ‘Moonlight in Ha- 
waii’ (U) brought the best biz in 
town, $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 
30-40 )—‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U) and 
‘Sing Another Chorus’ (U). Western 
is really pulling ’em in this week, 
proving that Richard Dix and asso- 
ciate players still pack plenty of b.o. 
punch. Should easily click off fine 
$4,000. Last week ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep) and ‘This Way Please’ (Par) 
average $3,300. 


PORT., ORE., STRONG; 
‘JORDAN’ DUAL $9,300 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 23. 

Strong product and foul weather 
ganging up to give the burg’s film 
» mad a good break. Two openers 
showing their worth are ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ at the big Para- 
mount and ‘Lady Be Good’ at the 
little UA. 

‘Hold That Ghost’ leads the town’s 
holdovers, still piling up queues at 
the Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
50)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Shark 


> 











On’ (Cap). ‘Mr. District - Atty’ 


Woman’ (Rep). Second week of 
‘Ghost’ going for high $7,400 after 








‘Jordan’ ‘Maisie’ Dual Tops Hub 
In 2 Spots, Fine 366; ‘Valley’ 19¢ 





terrific first week's $11,200, paired 
with ‘Hit the Road’ (U). 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness’ (U) and ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ 
(U). Moved from UA for second 
week for good $3,500. Last week 
‘When Ladies Meet’ «M-G) and 
‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) closed a 
third stanza for above-average 
$3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) —Belle Starr’ (20th) 
and ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). 
Second week for ‘Starr’ and still 
doing good $4,500. First week, with 
‘Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime’ 
(Col) went to great $6,100. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Jordan’ (Col) and 
‘They Met Again’ (RKO). Opened 
well and looks like strong $9,300. 
Last week ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 
(20th) and ‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) 
closed second week at nice $5,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and 


‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G). In line 
for whopping $7,000. Last week 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and 


‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U) took sat- 
isfactory $8,000 and moved to the 
Mayfair. © 


‘DAWN’ PLENTY TORRID 
IN DENVER AT $14,000 


Denver, Sept. 23. 

‘Hold Back the Dawn’ at the Den- 
ham is leading the town, with ‘Belle 
Starr’ and ‘2 Latins in Manhattan’ 
at Denver a close second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th). After a 
week at the Denver, nice $5,500. Last 
week ‘Jordan’ (Col), after a week at 
the Denver, nice $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col). After week at each 
Denver and Aladdin and day-date 
with Rialto , good $3,000. Last week 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) 2d wk here after 
week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Fine 
$14,000 and holding. Last week ‘Ald- 
rich for President’ (Par), with Major 
Bowes unit on stage, strong $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Latins’ (Col). 
Big $12,000. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan Rio’ (20th), nice 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Down in Rio’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Poor $6,500. Last 
week ‘Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Down in 
Rio’ (M-G), fine $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Major Barbara’ (UA) and ‘We Go 
East’? (20th). Yanked after three 
days, finishing week on ‘Harmon of 
Michigan’ (Col) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ 
(WB) to nice $5,000. Last week ‘Jun- 
gle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Bowery 
Blitz’ (Mono) good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) after week at each 
Denver, Aladdin, Paramount, and 
‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th), good 
$2,200. 








‘BOMBER’ ZOOMS TO 
SMASH 46, LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 23. 

Varsity piloting of ‘Dive Bomber’ 
to house’s second biggest take since 
opening is the big news here. All 
palaces prospering. Flynn-MacMur- 
ray starrer only slightly behind 
‘Great Dictator,’ the record holder. 
Exhibs generally highly pleased and 
feel present product lineup will keep 
the ball rolling all winter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) — ‘Wanderers West’ 
(Mono) and ‘Wolf Takes Chance’ 
(Col) split. with ‘Saint Palm Springs’ 
(RKO) and ‘Son of Crockett’ (Col). 
Swelegant $1,100. Last week, ‘Rid- 
ing Rainbow’ (Rep) and ‘Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO) split with ‘Let’s Make 
Music’ (RKO) and ‘Bad Man Dead- 
wood’ (Rep). Fair $900. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40 )—‘Belle Starr’ (20th). Aver- 
age $2,800. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ 
(U) got nine days and hefty $4,500. 

Nebraska (J. H Ccoper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-15-20) —‘John Doe’ (WB) 
and ‘Here Comes Happiness’ (WB). 
‘Doe’ return pulling very healthy 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) 
and ‘Man Lost Self’ (WB) drew gne 
of house’s best weeks with $2,400. 

Stuart’ (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G). 
Strong femme word-of-mouth big 
factor in man-size $3,500. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (five-day h.o.), 
after colossal $5,500 first week, got 
$2,200 on extended time. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
30-40 )—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Townh’s 
leader at crackerjack $4,000, almost 
cinch h.o. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ 
(RKO) fell off badly end of run, but 
managed strong $3.000. 


-pected-$2,800, excellent. 








Boston, Sept. 23. 

‘Mr. Jordan,’ playing both Loew 
houses, is out to cop the top biz here 
this week, with ‘Sun Valley Sere. 
nade’ at Keith Memorial running a 
close second. ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
with ‘Beachcombers of 1942, onstace 
at the RKO-Boston, is very healt «,) 


and the holdover of ‘Hold Beck 
Dawn’ at the Metropolftan is doug 
okay. 


‘Hold That Ghost,’ doing a subse. 
quent run at the Translux, is tun. 
ing into the best gross recorded 
there in many weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO) with 
stage show. Flirting with pleasing 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO) and stage show topped 
by Rochester, $20,500, very good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44. 
55)—'N. Y. Town’ (Par) and ‘Fly. 
ing Blind’ (Par). Heading for com- 
fortable $6,000. Last week, ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par) and ‘World Pre- 
miere’ (Par), $5,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28. 


39-44-55)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Aiming at 
$19,000 and holdover. Last week 


(six days) ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and 
‘Baines Broadway’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
dual, pallid $9,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 
‘Aldrich for President’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Around $14,500, okay. First 
week same combo turned in nifty 
$19,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44. 
55)-—‘Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G). Will garner smasho 
$20,000 and almost certain holdover. 
Last week (nine days) ‘Ladies Meet’ 





(M-G) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) 
tallied $19,800, very good. \ 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 


44-55) —'N. Y. Town’ (Par) and ‘Fly- 


ing Blind’ (Par). Hitting $8,000, 
good, Last week, ‘Parson Panamint’ 
(Par) and ‘World Premiere’ (Par); 
$7,000, 


State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ 


(M-G)}. Heading for $16,000, very 
bright. Last week (nine days), ‘La- 
dies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie So- 


ciety’ (Col), double, $14,700, good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—'Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Men of 
Timberland’ (U). Marking up $5,000 
or better, excellent. Last week, 
‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) (reissue) and 
‘Citadel of Crime’ (Rep) (lst run), 
$3,000. 


‘Sun Valley’ Plenty 
Strong, $11,500, Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 23. 
Every year local pix feel competi- 
tion of the western Washington fair 
at nearby Puyallup, which does the 
state’s biggest week’s gross, year in 
and year out. About 300,000 pass 
the turnstiles at four-bits each, and 
grandstand fees add top this. How- 
ever, this week the showshops are 
doing big biz and apparently not 
being hurt appreciably by the fair. 
Telenews theatre opened Friday 
(19) to nice biz at 30c top. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 
and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Indicated $2,200, okay. Last 
week, solid $3,300. 
Coliseum Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35 )—*Manpower’ (WB) and 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) (2d run). 





Anticipated fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ (20th) (2d run), fair 


$2,500. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 30-40-50) —‘Jekyll’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Good $5,700. Last week, $10,000, 
fine, 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col) (4th wk). Indicated 
okay $2,800. Last week, nice at 
$4.800. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th), moved from Paramount. Ex- 
Last week, 
‘Life Begins Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Navy, Blue Gold’ (M-G) (5th wk), 
$2,100, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to big $4,700. Last week, $8,200, 
great. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Hello Sucker’ (U) and ‘Hurricane 
Smith’ (Rep), plus stage show. Ex- 
pect fair $4,000. Last week, Moun- 
tain Moonlight’ (Rep) and ‘Raiders 
of Desert’ U), plus stage show, okay 
$4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
3,039; 30-40-50) —‘Sun Valley’ (20th)- 
and ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA). Big 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

Business this week started with a 
bang when huge crowds jammed 
central-city thoroughfares for a 
gander at Bob Hope, making an in- 
person appearance at the Stanley in 
connection with the preem of his 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ on Wednes- 
day (17). The zingy pace is con- 
tinuing, aided no a little by the lift 
supplied by the Jewish holidays, 
with matinee biz reported extra 
heavy. 

With Hope's latest vehicle easily 
copping the duke for the straight 
film grosses, it looks like all-time 
house records for the Earle vaude- 
filmer may be shattered this sesh by 
Glenn Miller’s band and ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid.’ The combo looks headed for a 
smashing $33,000, within one yrand 
of the all-time house record set by 
the late Joe Penner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fairish $8,000 for holdover after 
$10,500 which shaded par for initial 
try last week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Jekyll’ (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 


$3,200. Last week sour $1,200 for 
four days of ‘Kildare Wedding 
(M-G) (2d run). 


Bovd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk). Plenty 
profitable for h.o. with $12,500. In- 
itialer snared plushy $16,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—'Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) with Glenn 
Miller orch on stage. It’s all Miller 
and the joint’s jumpin’ to the tune 
of a socko $33,000. Last week ‘Ice- 
Capades’ (Rep) with_ Alvino Rey 
orch and Anita Louise on stage 
netted cheery $21,500. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB). Okay $14 000. 


Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) pulled out 
with mediocre $8,000 for six days Of 
second week. ‘Blues’ will probably 
h.o.. with ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ set 
to follow. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Aloma’ (Par) (2d run). Saronger 
not setting anv b.o. blazes with un- 





spectacular $4,000. Last week, ‘Our | 
Wife’ (Col) got $4,200. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
— Belle Starr’ (20th) (2d run). No 
better than the first run with poor 
$4,000 for this ride. Last week, ‘Sun 


Valley’ (20th) nailed satisfactory 
$4,500 for second run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Bob 


Hope's personal plus plenty of high- 
powered plugging adding up to hefty 
$20,000 for world preeming of his 
latest laugh opus. Last week, ‘Belle 


Starr’ (20th) no worldbeater with 
so-so $13,000. 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 


‘Highway West’ (WB). Getting the 
overflow from the Stanley and 
checking in with good $4,800. Last 
week, ‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) 
bangup $5,000. 


| ‘Father Takes Wife’ 





BUFF BOFFO: T. DORSEY 
HYPOES ‘KILDARE’ 256 


Buffalo, Sept. 23. 
Downtown wickets are experienc- 


ing another sizzling session cur- 
rently. Even unseasonably warm| 
weather is not doing much in the} 
way of nicking the figures. | 

Tommy Dorsey will ring up a 
rousing frame at the Buff. ‘Little 


Foxes’ at the Century is a peak of-| 
fering and ‘Dive Bomber’ is in for} 
a powerful second round at the 
Lakes, with ‘Our Wife’ plenty potent | 
at the Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-55)— 
‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G) and 
Tommy Dorsey orch on stage. Shoot- 
ing for sockeroo $25,000. 


| 


| 
Last week, | 


(Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) and 
Down San Diego’ (M-G) dandy | 


$16,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Chan| 
Rio’ (20th) (2d wk). Strong hold- 
Over stamina at around rosy $10,000. 
Last week, bang-up $13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — ‘Sun 


(3,000; 35-55) | 


Valley Serenade’ (20th) and ‘San 
Diego’ (M-G) (2d run). Mildish| 


pace on re-run indicates $6,000. Last 
week, New Wine’ (UA) and ‘High- 
way West’ (WB), dipped to n.s.g. 
$5,200. — r 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Ellery | 
Queen’ «€ol). Proving tall tugger |} 
for around $9,000. Last week, ‘An- | 
sels Broken Wings’ (Rep) and | 
Lady from Louisiana’ (Rep), went} 
wobbly, under $5,000. 

“0th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- | 
44)—'‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Zoom- | 
‘nS and will snag fancy take, over | 
513.000. Last week, ‘Parachute Bat- | 
Lalion (RKO) and  ‘Scattergood | 
Meets Broadway’ (RKO), just fair, 

500. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Beet WOGR.. icicacess $1,765,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 184 thea- 
tres, chiefty first runs, including 
| ie ee 
Total Gross Same Week 
oS Speer ree $1,493,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 172 theatres) 


Scandals Ups 
Smiling Ghost 








In Cleve. to 226 


Cleveland, Sept. 23. 

Phenomenal fall heat spell cut 
down some of the weekend takes, 
but ‘Smiling Ghost’ and George 
White's ‘Scandals,’ with latter being 
the magnet at Palace, are knocking 
off a hefty $22,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet’ is not doing 
four-star biz for State; but attend- 
ances are more than above normal, 
and Hipp’s ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is 
skating for third place. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Smart $5,500 
in sight for third week on this move- 
over. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
(3d wk) satisfied with $5,600. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Naval Academy’ (Col) and 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U). Ordinary $1,100 
for three days. Last week, ‘Sweet- 
heart of Campus’ (Col) and ‘Raider 
of Desert’ a bit better, $1,600, four 
days. 

Cirele (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘40.000 Horsemen’ (Indie) and ‘World 
Premiere’ (Par). Aussie war film 
showing unexpected pull, spotted for 
fine $3,200 for full frame. Last week, 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) plus ‘Bul- 
lets O’Hara’ (WB) extra nice $2,900. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700 ;30-35-52-55) 
—Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th). 
Liked more than Sonja Henie’s last 
one, and sprinting for $12,000, okay. 
Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) ex- 
cellent on second lap, $9,200. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Smiling Ghost’ (W with 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ on stage. 


Iliness of Helen Morgan forced house | 
to change all its posters and billing, 
but show still has enough oomph to 
run up excellent $22,000. Last week, 
(RKO) and Ted 
Lewis unit were perfectly teamed, 
catching a sweet $21,000. 





State (Loew's) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 

‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G). Im-| 
pressive lineup of names bolstering 
thin comedy and biz; $14,000 not to 
|'be kicked at. Last week, ‘Aloma’ 
(Par) took a slugging from natives, 
too: average $11,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Aloma’ (Par). All right for a 
shiftover, $5,000 Last week, ‘Lady |} 
Be Good’ (M-G) (2d wk), pleasing 
$6,300 


‘KANE’ WOWS NEWARK 
FOR 20G, NEAR RECORD 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Little had their three-week holdover 
streaks come to an end. Former said 
goodby to ‘Aloma,’ which stopped 
clicking after its first week. Little | 
closed out ‘Intermezzo’ because of 
previous pic commitments. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Adams-Par) 
30-35-44-55) — ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) 
and ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ (Mono). 
Should do average $10,000. Last 
week ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par), dismal $6,500. Pix 
played three weeks. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Mexi- 
can Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Should be good for healthy $14,000 
after ringing the bell last week for a 
terrific $20,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
-—‘Life Begins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blackout’ (UA) (2d wk). Neat 
$12,000 after clicking in initial week 
for $15,000. 

Little (Franklin) (300; 33-39-44- 
55)—No Greater Sin’ (U). Headed 
for sock $2,200. Last week ‘Inter- 


Newark, Sept. 23 

Biggest local smasheroo in years is | 
‘Citizen Kane,’ currently in its sec- } 
ond week at RKO Proctor’s Pic | 
rang the bell last week for a terrific 
$20,000, and for a time threatened | 
the all-time house record of $24,- | 
000 Both the Paramount and the | 


(2,000; 


| light $6,000. 





mezzo’ (UA) (3d wk), nice $1,200 for 


SIX Gays. 


‘Barbara’ Sets Pace In 
Montreal, Good $9,000 


Montreal, Sept. 23 
Three of the five first-runs are out 
in front currently, with repeat at 
Orpheum heading for another 
take. Best will be ‘Major Barbara’ 


j at Loew’s, which is pacing for very 


good $9,000. 

weather and 

helping. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col). Good $8,000. 
week ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), 
good $8,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Penthouse 
Mystery’ (Col). Good $6,500 ahead. 
Last week ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
‘Accent Love’ (20th), good $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Major Barbara’ (UA). Tops cur- 
rently with nice $9,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (repeat), 
good $5,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ (Rep), weakish $3,000. Last 
week ‘Devil's Island’ (Col) and ‘Til- 
lie Toiler’ (Col), soso $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 

‘New Wine’ (UA) and ‘District At- 
torney’ (Rep) (2d _ wk). 
to good $3,500 after excellent $5,000 
last week. 
..Cinema de Paris 
(600; 30-60)—‘L’Empreinte du Dieu’ 
(3d wk). Still clicking for nice $1,- 
000 after good $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40) — ‘Porteuse de Paris’ and 
‘L’Homme a la Barbiche.’ House fill- 
ing well with good $4,800 likely cur- 
rently. Last week ‘Circonstances At- 
tenuantes’ and ‘Mauvais Garcon,’ 
nice $4,200. 


JORDAN NEAT 


It’s a good week with 
lack of other shows 





37,000, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 
For still another week the Or- 
pheum is setting the boxoffice pace 


here. This time ‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ is turning the trick, even 
pulling away from ‘When Ladies 


Meet’ despite the latter’s impressive 
names. 

There’s a lone holdover currently, 
but it’s a plenty strong one, ‘Hold 
That Ghost,’ which has moved over 
to the Century after a terrific seven 
days at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900;15-28)- 
‘Dangerous Game’ (U) and 
Meet Again’ (RKO). Dual first-runs 
in for five days and pointed toward 
satisfactory $1,200. ‘Jungle Caval- 
cade’ (RKO) and ‘San Antonio Rose’ 
(U), also dual first-runs, open Thurs- 
day (25) Last week “Three 
Guns’ (WB) and ‘Very Young Lady’ 
(20th), dual first-runs, *split with 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and ‘Six 
Gun Gold’ (RKO), also dual first- 


runs. Nice $1,800 in eight days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) (2d wk.). 


Heading for big $4,500 after terrific 


U) only $2,600 for six days, fair. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— | 


‘Jordan’ (Col). Raves sure to bring 
profit. Enroute to good $7,000. Last 
week ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U), sock | 
$9,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300 28-39-44) 
‘Wher Ladies Meet’ (M-G) Nameé 
bringing in many customer but di- | 
vision of opinion regarding film’s | 
merits holding down takings May 
reach mild $6,400. Last week ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G), disappointingly 


and Harry’ (RKO), okay $2,300. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). 
type of picture apparently for this 
carriagetrade house. Weak $1,000 
may be about all. 
Wife’ (Col) (2d wk.), mild $1,400. 


Wood’s Two-Way Tester 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Sam Wood looked at Betty Field’s 





nice | 


Last 


Pointing | 


(France-Film) | 


‘They 


Sons | 


‘York’ Sets L. A. Records With 426 


} 
| 
| 
| 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
re $371,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
BOGE WOR... .ccccccces Oe 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘Jordan, Harmon 
On Stage-Screen 








Detroit. Sept. 23. 

Finally breaking away from the 
constant holdovers here, four of De- 
troit’s five first-runs have fresh prod- 
uct this week, but only average biz 
in sight with one exception. Fox is 
running in front with the double- 
header of ‘Jordan’ and ‘Harmon of 
Michigan,’ the latter pulling plenty 
of added strength through the ‘local 
boy’ angle. Further bolstering this 
the house has Harmon lending a per- 
sonal touch to the two pixes. 

Michigan will stay healthy with 
‘Manpower’ and ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ 
while the United Artists will come 
out around average with ‘Lady Be 
| Good’ and ‘Down in San Diego.’ 
| Small 1,700-seat Adams made a nice 
catch here in taking over ‘Sun Val- 
ley’ after it clicked for $30,000 in its 
first week because pressure of prod- 
| uct on the Fox caused it to be pushed 
along. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col). Should be potent $9,000 
after ‘Sun Valley’ click at Fox last 
week. Last week ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
(3rd wk.) and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), 
nice $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Harmon of 
Michigan’ (Col). Further bolstered 
| by personal appearance of Tommy 
| Harmon, this looks for choice $23,000. 
| Last week ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
| ‘Chan in Rio’ (20th) terrific $30,000, 








| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 

| 30-40-55) —‘*‘Manpower’ (WB) and 

| ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Ok $16,- 
000. Last week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
and ‘Great Mr. Nobody’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). fair $13,000 

| Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 


Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39) 
|‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) First 
neighborhood showing. Looks like 
good $2,700. Last week ‘Tom, Dick | 


Not | 


houses this week are sharing the 
wealth | 
Indiana is sliding along in front 
jualling ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ and 
Dressed to Kill.’ Loe close b 
hind with ‘Lady Be Good’ and ‘Tillie 
the Toiler.’ Circle is in show posi-| 
ition with ‘Unfinished Business’ and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii.’ Lyric is hit 
ting a new low with a holdover for 
a second week of ‘Citizen Kane’ and 
‘Baines Meets Broadway’ after duet 
played first stanza at Indiana. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
| 40)—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U). Good} 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Bad Men Mis- 


000; 30-40-55)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
(3rd wk.) and ‘Father Steps Out’ ; 
(Mono), Fair $7,000. Last week 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and e 
Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA), nice $7,500 

United Artists (United Detroit) (2.- 
000; 30-40-55) ‘Lady Be Good’ 
(M-G) and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G)., 
Ordinary $9,000. Last week ‘Jekyll- 
Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Whistling Dark’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.), slick $8,000. 


Indpls. Hot; ‘Valley’ 936, 
‘Lady’-Tillie’ $9,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 23. 
managers in downtown 


$9,000 first week at Orpheum st 
week ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.), big $4,500 after great $8,500 
first Ww eek at State. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Souls 
in Pawn’ (Indie). Another of the 
ex films which seem to keep this 
house going. Good $1.000 indicated. | 
Last week ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (reis- | 
sue), light $500 

Gopher (P-S) (998:28 )\—‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th) Picture not so forte, 

| but title putting it over mildly in this 
theatre that caters to the younger 
element. So-so $2,400 in prospect. 
Last week ‘Flame of New Orleans’ 
{ 


| Theatre 


A 236 Touchdown: 


| (RKO) 
| $2,200. 


|30)—‘Knew Answers’ 


At Upped Prices, ‘Starr’ OK $21,000, 
Business Generally On Upgrade 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 


All previous house records are 
slated to be toppled by ‘Sergeant 
York’ at Warners’ Hollywood and 
Downtown theatres this week. The 
two houses are rolling up smacko 
$42,000 to forge past former high 
set by ‘John Doe.’ The Chinese and 


State are doing okay with ‘Belle 
Star’ for combined take of $21,000, 
backed by heavy exploitation. Para- 


mount counting around $17,000 on 
twin pictures and Matty Malneck 
orch on stage. 

‘Here Comes Jordan’ is holding 


strong for dual intake of $19,000 in 
second week. With last week’s mul- 
tiple opposish out of way and pleas- 


ant weather prevailing, trade is 
slightly on upgrade all around. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518: 83- 


$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia (Disney) 
(34th wk). Despite school opening, 
biz holds fairly even with $4,000 in 


prospect. Last week wound up with 
$4,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (1,034; 
30-44-55-75) —‘Belle Starr’ (20th- 
Fox). Should bring $8,500. Last 
week ‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) 


and ‘Whistling in the Dark’ (M-G) 
held its own with $10,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Sergeant York’ (WB). With tariff 
advanced to 85c top heading for 
socko $20,500. Last week ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB) (2d wk). Closed below 
expectations with $5,700. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—Stars Look Down’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Sliding to poor $1,100. Last 
week $1,500. 





Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Sergeant York’ (WB). Figures for 
}smash $21,500. ‘Last week ‘Navy 
| Blues’ (WB) (2d wk) wound up 
with slim $3,700. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44- 
595)—Broadway Limited’ (UA) and 
‘They Meet Again’ (RKO), wit 


Charlie Barnet’s band on the stage, 
figures so-so $7,600. Last week Ers- 
kine Hawkins’ band with ‘Iceca- 
pades’ (WB) and ‘Highway West’ 
(Rep) grossed a nice $10,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘Officer 
and Lady’ (Col). Holding strong for 
1 $11,000. Last’ week ‘Jordan.’ with 
| ‘Tillie the Toiler’ (Col) fetched very 
good $12,500. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 
5)—‘Badlands of Dakota’ 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par) 
Malneck’s orch on stage. Should 
garner $11,000. Last week ‘Woman 
| Is Mine’ (U) and ‘Aloma’ (3d wk), 
| with Clyde McCoy on stage, okay 
| $17,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2.872: 30-44-55)~— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘Offi- 
| cer and Lady’ (Col). Looks like $8,- 
|} 000. Last week ‘Jordan’ and ‘Tillie 
| the Toiler’ (Col) brought nice $9,800. 


30-44-55- 
(U) and 
with Matty 


‘ 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75) ‘Belle Starr’ (20th-Fox). 
With strong plugging promises $12,- 
900. Last week ‘When Ladies Mect’ 


(M-G) and ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 


(M-G) made the estimate with 
$13,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
| 30-44-55)—When Ladies Meet’ (M- 
|G) and ‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), 
| Should check in with $3,300 Last 
| week ‘Jekyl] and Hyde’ (M-G) and 
Down in San Diego’ (M-G) did well 
on moveover with $5,600 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 

‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G) Con- 
tinued first run indicates $5,500. Last 
week ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (M- 
|G) and ‘Down in San Diego’ (M-G), 
$5,600. 

SEATTLE 
ued from page 10) 

cam} yn ups biz to smash $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) (3d wk), 


good $4.100 
Roosevelt (Sterling) 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ 
(2d run). 
Last week 
(WB) 


(800; 21-35)— 
(UA) and ‘Sunny’ 
Heading for okay 

(30-40-50) ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (4th wk), $2,600, 
Okay. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
(Col) and 


souri’ (WB) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ | ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) (2d run). Ex- 


Last week ‘Our | (WB) okay $7,000. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Dressed 
to Kill’ (20th). Good $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Baines Broadway’ (RKO) fair $7,900. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
| 





—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Tillie 
Toiler’ (Col). Fine $9,000. 
Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Wait 


week, ‘Mr 


screen test for Maria in ‘For Whom | for you (U). okay $8,100. 


Beil Tolls’ 
to 


at Paramount 
play Cassandra 


the 
picked her 


pictures, currently doing 
Row.’ Later he will pilot the Hem- 
ingway yarn at Paramount. 


and | 
in | 40 )—‘Citizen 
‘Kings Row’ at Warners, on loanout. | ‘Baines Broadway’ (RKO) (2d wk).! 
Wood has contracts to direct both | Brutal $2,500 in holdover from big | 
‘Kings | sister 
| power’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ 


(Katz-Dolle) 
Kane’ 


Lyric 


(RKO) and 


Indiana. Last week, 


(WB), red $3,500. 


| pect fair $2,000. 
| Dollar Baby’ 


Last | 


(1,900; 25-30- | 


Last week, ‘Million 
(WB) and ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) (2d run), $2,390, good. 





| 
} 


Very Warm’ for Judy 


Holiywood, Sept. 23. 

| Judy Garland and Marta Eggerth 
will be top-bracketed in Metro’s 
filming of the Broadway musical, 
‘Very Warm for May.’ Ray McDon- 
ald from the New York stage has a 


‘Man-/| featured role. 


| Arthur Freed produces after com- 
i pletion of ‘Babes on Broadway.’ 
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Blanco Turns Over His 5 Frisco 


Houses; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


— -_ 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 


Five rural houses formerly oper- 
ated by A. Blanco have been taken | 
over by a mew group known as Sun- | 
nymount Theatres, Inc., which will | 
aiso build a sixth. Houses are the 
Mountain View and Cinema, Moun- 
tain View, and the Sunnyvale, Camp- 
bell and Los Gatos in cities of the 
same names. Situations will be 
under supervision of Bruno Vecchi- 
arelli. Associated with him are J. 
Leslie Jacobs, theatre broker, and W. 
B. David who is connected with the 
George Mann circuit. Sixth house is 
to be located in Los Altos, where a 
site had been purchased. , 

William Mason, former Eureka dis- 
trict manager, new assistant to 
George Mann, replacing D. P. Isa- 
bella, resigned recently to operate 
his own theatre, the Vacaville in 
Vacaville. ¥ 

Fox West Coast's California, Mar- 
ket street subsequent, will be com- 
pletely revamped and renamed the 
State. Work has already begun on 
the interior but new front and name 
may not materialize for several 
weeks due to defense priorities on 
materials, according to _ division | 
chieftain Arch M. Bowles. 

Circuit's first-run Paramount, man- | 
aged by Allan Warshauer, also get- | 
ting new roof, floor and seats. _ Seats | 
are already on hand and work will; 
be done over period of two weeks 
without interrupting operation. 
House will lose about 100 seats in| 
the process to permit more leg-room | 
between rows. 





WB's Sales Hypo 
Managers of the Warner circuit in | 
the Philadelphia zone will attend an 
annual meeting of their’ group to- 
day (Wed.) in Philly with Joseph 
Bernhard, g.m. of the chain; Leonard 
Schlesinger, his chief aide, and 
Harry Goldberg, advertising director, 
on hand from the home office. 
Bernhard will make awards in 
the ‘Drive to Meet and Beat the | 
Emergency’ drive for the Philadel- 
phia zone with presentation of three 
automobiles to as many managers | 
showing the best results. The 52- 
week drive was the idea of Ted 
Schlanger, zone operator for Phila- | 
delphia. 





Raze Shea’s Court St. 


Buffalo, Sept. 23. 

Shea’s Court St., 40-year-old land- 
mark, will be razed at once and re- 
placed by a parking lot, according 
to McNaughton-Shea Realty Co., 
owner. For 25 years the house, un- 
der direction of the late Mike Shea, | 
was one of the best known two-a- | 
day theatres in the country. Ex- 
cept for svot rentals, it has been 
dark most of the time in the past 10 
years. 


Jamestown, N.Y., Shifts 


Jamestown, N. Y., Sept. 23. 

Warner Bros. and Shea chains 
suddenly shifted personnel at both 
local first-run houses, Palace and 
Shea’s Sunday (21). Al Newhall, 
city manager for Warner houses 
here, sent to Elmira, succeeded by 
William  Leggerio, formerly of} 
Hornell. Dean Emley remains as 
assistant here. 

Joseph Hockenberry, assistant at 
Shea’s for nearly three years, trans- 
ferred to Pittsburgh house, and re- 
lieved here by Fred Lahmarr of 
Marietta, O. | 





Hampton Back Into Pix 


Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 23. 

Nelson Hampton, former Spartan- 
burg Herald-Journal promotion man- 
ager, will re-enter theatre field this 
fall, probably with Wilby-Kincey 
chain, his former employers. 

Carolina, Wilby-Kincey’s top local 
house, reopened after being dark one 


week for improvements. R. B. Tal- | 
bert manager. 
Camden (S. C.) city council has 


okayed local merchants’ request for 
removal of Sunday movies ban dur- 
ing huge Carolinas area army ma- 
neuvers Sept. 28-Nov. 30. 

Alfred Lasenby, Jr., Salisbury | 
(N. C.) Post photographer. has | 
joined Strickland Film Industries, 
Atlanta, for film titles work. 

Palmetto Theatres, Inc., operating | 
Carolinas houses, opened first drive- 
in unit at Columbia, S. C. Carroll 
White, former assistant manager, | 
Carolina, Spartanburg, more re- 
cently with Carolina, Henderson- | 
ville, N. C., named manager. | 


Charies H. Meredith, manager, 
Dock St. theatre, Charleston, S. C., | 
announces signing of George Hall as | 
assistant manager. Succeeds Em- | 
mett Robinson. 

Spartanburg theatres plunged into | 
darkness with all houses loaded for | 
bank nite last Thursday. Reason— 
local power failure. 





To Reopen Casino, Frisco 
Thanksgiving day tentatively set | 
4S reopening date for the Casino the- 
atre as the Downtown. Complete re- | 
modeling, which will cost $90,000, is | 


| 


nNOw under way. Deal for the house | 
was made by Irving C. Ackerman 
With the Hibernia Bank. 


Associated 


| again. 
| Fairport, moves to Oneonta. 


| leased by Fox. 


| ton 


| Miley. 


with Ackerman are Otto Grossman 
and Charles De Hess, who formerly 
operated a string of theatres in Aus- 
tria. 

Present 2,350 capacity will be cut 
to 2,000 to permit 37-inch spacing of 
rows and widening of aisles. Total 
of $25,000 will be spent on seats 
alone, all loges plus 300 super-loges 
for the front balcony said to be the 
most costly pews produced. Other 


alterations include removal! of ramps | 


to balcony and substitution of a 
grand stairway, new front, boxoffice, 
carpets, etc. Policy will be subse- 
quent run at 25c to start but house 
will be outfited more lavishly than 
a deluxe acer with a view to wan- 
gling a first-run policy later. New 


company is known as Downtown 
Theatres, Inc. 
House is not new to Ackerman. 


As member of the firm of Acker- 
man & Harris he operated the spot 
from the time it was first built in 
1918 until 1938, save for two brief 
periods, during one of which Henry 
Duffy had stock there. Until 18 


months ago, the house was owned by | 


Bronco Billy Anderson, early screen 
hero. 

Prior to 1930, the Casino was oc- 
cupied larvely by stock, musical 
comedy and vaudeville, finally be- 
ing converted to pictures ll years 
ago. The spot went dark a little 
over a year ago. 





More Schine Shifts 

Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
Schine managers start traveling 
Harold DeGraw, Temple, 
Fran- 
cis (Pop) Geer switches from Lib- 
erty here to Fairport, and Howard 
Helleberg, Riviera to Liberty. Stock- 


ton Leigh, one-time manager of the | 


Regent here. transfers from Cort- 
land to the Riviera. Seymour 
Samuels, assistant manager of the 
Madison, goes to similar post at the 
State. 

LeRoy theatre. leased by Kallet 
Theatres Corp. from Ralph Blouvet, 
closes for six weeks for remodeling 
to nearly double present size. Two 
adjacent buildings will be incor- 
porated in the new theatre. 

Cliff A. Schaufele, manager of the 
Diana. Medina, transferred to the 
Majestic, Hornell. 


Fox's Takeovers 
Denver, Sept. 23. 
Fox has acquired two competitive 
theatres in Colorado. They have 
bought the property and on Sept. 28 


will start operating the Longmont at | 


This was owned by 
and formerly was 
Goodstein filed the 
first case under the consent decree in 
an attempt to get more pictures, but 
withdrew the case after three days 
hearing. The other is the America 
at Sterling, owned by Chas. MclIn- 
tyre, who has operated since taking 
back from Fox some time ago. These 
buys again make Fox exclusive in 
both these towns. 

Fox Intermountain has spent about 
$10,000 on a remodel job including 
new front and seats at the Isis, Boul- 
der, Colo. 

Lon T. Fidler, Monogram franchise 
holder, back from biz trip to Dallas. 

J. T. Sheffield, Republic exchange 
owner, returned to his Seattle head- 
quarters after two weeks here. 

The San Luis at San Luis, Colo., 
now being operated by Delfino Sala- 


Longmont, Colo 
J. J. Goodstein 


| Zar. 


The Trail, Colorado Springs, closed 
for remodeling. 

Orin Flagler, recently manager of 
the Longmont, Longmont, Colo., now 
managing the Pueblo, Pueblo, Colo. 

Arthur Greenblat, PRC sales man- 
ager, here conferring with franchise 
holders Joe Ashby and Bernie New- 
man. 


Winterton Steps Up 
Saskatoon, Sask., Sept. 23 
Manager of the Daylight theatre 
here since 1933, W. E. ‘Bill’ Winter- 
has taken over managership of 
the Capitol, replacing the late Frank 
He will be city manager for 
the Famous Players Corp 
Reginald Plumb, assistant 
ager of the Capitol, manages 
Daylight now. 


man 
the 











| Indigents’ Home 


| —eeecontinued from page 2 


lounge and library, all connected by | 


roofs and protected walks. 

Main group will be surrounded 
by bungalows, double for married | 
coupies and single for unmarried. 
Jean Hersholt and Edward Arnold 
have contributed checks to pay for | 
the double houses. Endowments for 
individual cottages have been turned 
in by Billie Burke, Osa Massen, 
Ralph Morgan, Otto Kruger and his 
daughter, Ottilie. Officiating at | 


| pressed a 


| Bob Hope’s Comedy Biog 
To Trailerize Pic, Radio 


A humorously-done book of 95 
| pages, written as an autobiography 
'of Bob Hope, and being sold in drug- 
; stores throughout the country start- 
jing last Thursday (18) as a promo- 
| tion stunt for Pepsodent,Hope’s radio 
| Sponsor, broke coincidentally with 
} the release of the comedian’s new- 
|est picture, ‘Nothing But the Truth.’ 
'Both this one and ‘Louisiana Pur- 
|chase,” to be released later, are 
| plugged in the book with stills from 
these films reproduced along with 
photos from Hope’s album and posed 

| material, 
The Pepsodent-Hope-Par exploita- 
|} tion includes an advance order for 
|3,000,000 copies of the book. It has 
been placed on sale in 85,000 drug- 
stores, selling at a dime. Addition- 
ally, 5,000 copies have been sent to 
| wholesale drug dealers along with 
|other matter on ‘Nothing But the 
Truth.’ 

Hope is calling attention to the 
publication of his autobiography on 
| broadcasts last night (23), Sept. 30 
|and Oct. 7 from Chicago, Washington 


j}and Cleveland, respectively. 
| 








Heavy Bally on ‘Kane’ 
In Two Non-Hearst 





Detroit, Sept. 23. 

With advertising on ‘Citizen Kane’ 
blotted out of the Hearst newspaper 
here, both RKO and United Detroit 
Theatres are making special over- 
itures to the other two newspapers 
|and reaping the benefits. 

Thus far, a special screening has 
been tossed for the newspaper staffs 
|of the two Hearst rivals at the De- 
|troit Film Exchange with packed 
lattendance. The theatre, weeks in 
advance of the opening of the pic- 
iture this Friday (26), has sprinkled 
| both accepting newspapers witk lib- 
(eral teaser adds on ‘Who Is Citizen 
|Kane.’ There's been reciprocity, 
with such press backing as rotogra- 
vure spreads, cartoons and special 
'stories, several on Orson Welles. 

The Michigan, where the film will 

run, has stuck on a new trailer de- 
| vice, running the first three minutes 





lof ‘Citizen Kane,’ up to the death | stand set up opposite the Stanley 
scene, and following it with dialog | theatre, catching the sidewalk inter- 


ballyho that the picture kas been 


| banned in 520 theatres, the mystery | hy Betty Hurd, film commentator of 
|of the character's identity and that | weay. 


| it will be shown ‘uncut.’ The voice 
j}advises the audience that ‘Citizen 


> Lic > ivi | ‘ s . 
| Kane might be anyone of 21 living ;onna, Carolyn Lee, Anita Louise, 
Radio spot announce- | Honeychile 


| Americans.’ 
| ments also are being used plentifully 
‘along the same ideas, 





POTTER’S VALEDICTORY 


Film Critic Explains How He Was | 
|roped off for 
| Allied exhibitors’ 


Lured Into Circuit Berth 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 


| Times to become general manager 


|of the Bennie Berger 


dependent theatres, Merle 


his farewell column, said that Ber- 
| 
| about films, really knows anything 
about them. 


‘Strange thing happened to me the 


other day and I'm still rather be- 
wildered by it all,’ wrote Potter. 
jennie Berger. head of the Berger 
Amus. Co., called me to his office 
Said he: ‘Merle, you've been writing 
about motion pictures now for yea! 
and years. I’m a curious fellow 
I'd like to discover whether | 
really know anything about moti 
pictures. How’d you like to be ge 
eral manager of the Berger chal 


of theatres?’ 

‘Naturally, I 
visions. I 
with plush 


immediately had 
saw myself in an office 
carpets a foot thick, 


| lovely blonde secretaries running in 


of my office every time I 
buzzer, movie editors 
on my words, advertising 
soliciting my business, my | 
name in gold letters on an 
door, ete. I must 
my acceptance, because when my 
head stopped whirling, Bennie was 
giving me a lecture on theatre op- 
eration. 


and out 


hanging 
salesmen 


‘So I'll be a general manager. I 
don’t know exactly what that en- 
tails. 


Detroit Newspapers 


—» 


McCarthy Claims 2-Year Contract 


With 20th: Meantime Botsford's Set 


+ 





Charles E. McCarthy’s departure 
from 20th-Fox as director of pub- 
powrs and advertising may entail 
Pesengecnna of a contract which has 





A Little Tieup? 





Worcester, Mass., Sept. 23. two more years to go. This is due, 
Metro’s ‘When Ladies Meet’ | it is understood, ‘o a clause concern- 
whose hero is a newspaperman |ing ‘complete control’ which he 


| deems was breached when the com- 


named Jimmie Lee, got a rave 

blurb from a columnist in the | pany brought in Hal Horne on spe- 

Worcester Gazette. | cial exploitation. A sixmonth salary 
It was written by a news- | sottioment is reported to have been 

paperman named Jimmie Lee. | proposed but rejected by the ad- 


| Man. 

McCarthy wound up Friday (19) 
|}and immediately departed for Massa- 
| chusetts to visit with relatives prior 
| to making any future plans. He has 

no thought of retiring, he has stated. 
| Meantime, A. M. Botsford’s return 
ee a : | to the publicity-advertising field in 
Chartering trains and planes to | charge of the 20th-Fox department 
carry church dignitaries, members |as McCarthy’s successor, brings him 
of the press and others from New | back to an arm of the distribution 
York, Hollywood and other points) branch which he deserted 10 years 
to Washington, Warner Bros. ago go into production for Para- 
: : mount. 
hold a werld premiere of ‘One Foot Called east by S. R. Kent, on re- 
in Heaven’ at the Earle there the | turn of the 20th-Fox president from 
night of Oct. 2. | his summer vacation, Botsford was 
Preem breaks there while atten- | immediately set for McCarthy’s spot 








‘ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN’ 
PREEM IN WASH. OCT. 





will 


tion is focused on the hearings of , and took hold during the past week. 
the Senate subcommittee investi- | He came into the company on a trial 
gating charges that pictures have | basis to see how it works out rather 


been indulging in war-mongering. than demand a contract. 

‘Heaven’ is one of the costlier of Botsford leaves for the Coast Sat- 
the WB 1941-42 features and will be| urday (27) to clear up matters out 
backed by an extensive ad cam- there and move his family back east. 
paign. Charlie Einfeld, now in the| He expects to return Oct. 6, and 
east on the preem, campaign, etc.,| meantime states he will probably do 
will be in Washington for the open- | nothing about appointing an adver- 
ing. Harry Warner, on for the sub- | tising manager under him to take 
committee hearings, will also be|the post which Maurice Bergman 
there. ‘vacated last summer when Mce- 
Carthy first handed in his resigna- 





|tion. Bergman will not return to the 
WB Whoops It Up For | post. He confirms this, adding that 


he is considering some other offers, 
including outside of the show busi- 
,ness. Kent is said to have asked 
| Bergman to reconsider his resigna- 
|tion and remain until he (Kent) re- 


Par Pic’s Philly Preem 





Explaining his departure from the | 


circuit of in-| 
Potter, | 
veteran film critic and columnist, in | 


ger wished to discover whether he, |anq Mrs. Jones who, under the name 
Potter, after writing for many years | of 


office | 
have mumbled} 


Maybe Ill start out trying to | 
placate irate women who can’t un- |; 


| Dania Krupska, Rosemary Lane and 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
‘turned from vacation, same as he 
Most pretentious ‘Holly wood | asked McCarthy. 
premiere’ ever staged here was put | Horne’s Deal 


Jon by Stanley-Warner circuit for | Resignations of both McCarthy 
}the world preem of Paramount's | anq Bergman stemmed from dissat- 


'‘Nothing But the Truth’ last Wed- 
j}nesday (17). A crowd estimated at 
|more than 4,000 jammed a grand- 


| isfaction concerning the Horne ap- 
| pointment to handle special exploi- 
tation on the higher-budget produc- 
| tions made under Darryl F. Zanuck’s 
own supervision. Under the Horne 
| contract which is understood to run 
;to June, 1942, Horne reportedly re- 
|ceives $1,000 a week, plus $575 in 


| view of film and stage notables aired 


Heading the list of names for the | exnenses. Twentieth has nine ex- 
opening was Bob Hope, Jerry Col-|pjoitation men of its own in the 
field. 


Wilder, Alvino Rey, Horne’s first assignment was ‘Belle 


| Star,’ which hasn’t played New York, 


others. | while second is ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 

Hope was presented with a plaque | Third will be ‘How Green Was My 
from the stage by the Philadelphia.| yajley”’ ' 
Council, American Legion, in recog- | Decision to turn the McCarthy 
|nition for his 250 benefits in 1940 post over to Botsford occurred last 


A special section in the theatre was 
the delegates to the 
convention, 


mid-week when the McCarthy resig- 
nation was permitted to stick follow- 
ing a huddie between him and Kent. 
| McCarthy is said to have laid down 
Ch | R d J : certain rules which the company 
aries ee oneses apparently could not meet in view 

° T ' : of the commitment with Horne’s 

Hurt in N.J. Auto Crash special ballyhooing organization. 
Appointment for Botsford 
sumes an association with Kent that 
dated back to earlier days in Par 
where Botsford was advertising 
manager in 1925. He shifted from 


Charles Reed Jones, publicity di- re- 


rector for Republic at the home office | 


Evelyn Jones does freelance pub- | 
licity in films, escaped with minor in- 


}juries Sunday (21) when their car | that shortly afterward to become ad 
was in collision with another while | manager for Publix Theatres (Par) 
enroute to the Jones farm at Wash-| under Sam Katz. Stepping from 
ington, N. J. there to head the eastern story de- 
Both are in the Somerset hospital | partment in 1931, he shifted to H I- 
at Sommerville N.J. Jones ed Ivwood a year later as production 
various lacerations and bruises, Mr ( tact for the home office He be 
Jones with a broken nose and ri came assistant to Emanuel Cohen, 
ng other injuries ndging director of Par production, 

; uently becoming aide to 


Herzbrun and finally to Wil- 
LeBaron 
produced 


Henry 
liam E 

He film for Par from 
1936 through last year but has been 
inactive the past seven months. His 
last picture was ‘Moon Over Burma’ 
and when LeBaron shifted to 20th he 
planned taking Botsford along but 
couldn’t fit him in. 

Until Botsford sets someone for 


Metro’s Fancy House Org. 


Most lavish attempt by any dis- 
tributor to curry exhibitor goodwill 
in some time, has been launched by 
Metro. A new house-organ, ‘The 
Lion’s Roar,’ specifically designed to 


pictorially merchandise the Metro| tne ho. ad post formerly occupied 
current program, is a 76-page ex- }.. Bergman, Jack Thal and Frank 
pensive and handsomely _litho- will handle the details. 


Moneyhun 
They have been doing so since Berg- 
man quit. 


graphed magazine, which will be 
sent to theatre owners regularly. 
Album of Metro stars, players and = 
production personalities is bound in 
stiff covers, attractively designed for | COMMERCIAL BALLY TIEUP 
possible resemblance to Fortune; 7a-Kit, a new form of giveaway 
Magazine, in style and size, First| consisting of a bag filled with various 
issue contains super-enlarged photo |Standard products, has been installed 
reproductions of players and scenes | in all Staten Island (Fabian ) the- 





ground breaking ceremonies were| derstand why they can’t have two! from company’s important product,|atres and three upstate WB opera- 


Arnold, Hersholt, Mary Pickford, Y.| seats on the aisle in Row 8, or scold- |as well as stories, of and by the | ti 
ing boys for throwing paper wads | stars themselves. 


George 
and 


Frank Freeman, 
Sheridan Gibney 
Pereira, architect. 


William 


Stevens, | 


at the screen during a Robert Tay- 
lor-Heddy LaMarr jove scene.’ 


| Seadler is managing editor. 


éns in Albany, Troy and Catskill. 
| Lobby displays have detachable 
Howard Dietz supervises and Si|panels so that each week’s kit may 
be properly advertised. 
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Argentine Pix Seek 


Distrib Extension 


In US.: Shauer, Moreno Behind Move 








+“ 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. | 

First attempt to secure extensive | 
U. S. showings of Argentine-made | 
pix with subtitles in English is to | 
be PesieeD d shortly. Currently, only | 
showings of Argentine pics in the 
States are in a limited number of | 
houses in Manhattan, Southern Cali- | 
fornia and Texas which get a Span- | 
ish-speaking trade only. 

Move, which is expected to have | 
the blessing of Jock Whitney’s sec- | 
tion of the Rockefeller Committee | 
because of its goodwill exchange as- 
pects, will be worked as a strictly 
commercial proposition, however. It’s 
figured that there is a sufficient au- 
dience attending the arty foreign- 
language houses in the States to 
make it pay. 

Like French imports designed for | 
general showing, the Argentine- made | 
will be subtitled in New York and | 
then distributed to many of the spots 
suffering from a lack of the Ae ae 
product. Upbeat of interest in Latin | 
America may also serve to produce 
a big student and hemisphere-mind- 
ed trade, it’s believed. 

Initial effort is being made by Mel | 
Shauer, formerly a director and now | 
agenting in Hollywood. His wife, | 
Rosita Moreno, U. S.-Latin star, re- | 





cently here to make a film for the ers. 
new Baires studio, did the selecting | Wednesday 


‘Variety’ as Guide 


Vaniery reviews of Argentine- 
made pics were used by Rosita 
Moreno, U. S.-Latin film star, in 
determining upon features for 
distribution in the States. 

Picts chosen, ‘Los Martes, Or- 
quideas’ and ‘Historia ee Una 
Noche,’ were both given excel- 
lent notices by Varrery which is 


the only U. S. trade paper to 
carry reviews of all Argentine- 
mades, 








WBS WORKERS 


JOIN STRIKE 
IN MEXICO 





Warners is the third major Ameri- | 
|can film company to be affected by | 
strike of Mexican exchange work- 


Employes walked out last 
(17) after the deadline 


of the two pix Shauer will release | set for settlement of the controversy 


chosen, ‘Historia de Una} 
(Sono Film) and ‘Los Martes, 


Films 
Noche’ 


|had passed. A new time limit, ex- 


| » 
Orquideas’ (Lumiton) were both out-| tending now to Sept. 29, has been 


standing critical and b.o. successes | 
here. Themes are also such that | 


they're held likely to appeal to U. S. | 
aud iences. 


Author John Erskine, here recently 
under the guidance of the Rocke- 
feller group, will be sought to do the | 
subtitling. Erskine has done a num- 
ber of films from French to English 
and in addition to this expressed | 
great interest while here in hel ping | 
promote Argentine-mades. 

Argentina currently makes 60 to} 
70 full-length features annually. Of | 
this, about a quarter might be suit- | 
able for U. S. showings. | 

| 


| 





Spanish Pix Releases 


The recently United South Ameri- | 
can Pictures Corp., with offices in | 
New York, plans to present a pro- 
gram of Spanish-language pictures 
in the U.S. during the 1941-42 sea- 
son. The schedule includes 10 fea- 
ture films and five shorts. 

Edmund St. Struhl, president, an- | 
nounces that beginning in October, | 
the company will release a feature | 
a month and one short every two 
months. Pictures were made _ in 
South America. Pix will be released 
with their original Spanish dialog, 
supplemented by English titles. 





BRITISH PIC COS. PUSH 
RELEASE OF ANTIP COIN 


Wellington, N. Z., 
Another bid has been made tot} 
Zealand’s Finance Minister, 
Walter Nash, by the British Film In- 
dustry Association, which covers 
mostly Associated Talking Pictures, 
Gaumont-British, General Film Dis- 
tributors and Associated British, for 
permission to transfer all British 
rental coin from New Zealand to 
London. Presently there is a freeze 
of 50% on British coin in this zone, 
brought in as a wartime measure. 

A seven-point plea has been sub- 
mitted to Nash. 


Sept. 5. 


New 


Hypo Mex Pic Interest 


placed 
| ager distributing companies to ad- 


| Salaries paid in 
| industry are higher than those paid 


| by Cantinflas, 


} acts 


for remaining American 


just difficulties. Employes of Metro 


‘cae Columbia struck Sept. 3. 


What the U. S. firms consider to be 
| fantastic demands embrace a 30% 


wage increase; vacation trip to 
Hollywood at least once a year 
and severance pay. Latter pro- 


vision, if granted, would be re- 
troactive to the time that company 


went into business in Mexico. 


Mexican newspapers have _ pub- 
lished comparative wage — scales 
which show that in some respects 
the Mexican film 


by other businesses. 





Reachi Merges His Mex 


Ad Biz to Devote More 
Time to Theatricals, Pix: 


Mexico City, Sept: 23. 
Santiago Reachi, member of the 
Mexican family that has long been 


prominent in 
amuseme! 


the international 
it business and one of this 


Seek ‘Bad Man‘ (M-G) 
Withdrawal in Mexico 


Mexico City, Sept. 23. 
Complaint of the Mexican consul 
in Chicago is that ‘The Bad Man’ 
— G) puts Mexicans in a bad light. 
Consequently, the Ministry of the 
Interior has asked producers to sus- 
' pend exhibition of the picture, 


Yanks Cue Brazil 
On Modernizing, 


Theatre Building 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 16. 

Large-scale theatre building opera- 
tions both in Rio’s metropolitan area 
|and in the interior indicates that 
Brazil is well on the way to gaining 
a top position among Latin repub- 
lics in the number of modern film 
houses. Country, largest in size and 
»opulation, currently has about 1,250 
theatres compared to 950 in Argen- 
tina, which has a population of 13,- 
000,000 compared to Brazil’s 40,000,- 
000. 

Close workings with the US.,, 
which have kept Brazil’s economic 
status far more steady than that of 
many other South American coun- 
tries dependent on Europe for the 
foreign trade that keeps them alive, 
is cited as the principal cause for 
the upturn. In addition, Brazil has 
become more and more Yank-minded 
and is demanding more Hollywood 
films. 

Among new houses currently in 
construction are a chain which Ben- 
jamin Fineberg, an American for- 
merly with Metro, is building in and 
around Sao Paulo, industrial center 
of Brazil; a string under way by Luis 
|Severno Rebiero, largest exhib in 
Brazil, and Metro’s new outlets in 
Tijuca and Copacabana. All these 
houses will run U. S. films only, 
French, German and British films 
having been pushed to a minimum. 
Argentine-mades, which are an in- 
|creasing threat in many parts of 
South America, are no worry here 
since Brazil speaks Portuguese and 
most of the Argentines aren’t up to 
U.S. films. Even when they are, the 
cost of sub-titling is so great that 











few picts can make the nut. 
RKO, which recently closed its 
Brazilian convention, cashed in 


neatly on the upturn of interest in 
U. S. films when, after 
‘Fantasia,’ which high-lighted the 
huddle, President Getulio Vargas re- 
ceived Walt Disney, Phil eisman, 
| RKO foreign chief; John Hay Whit- 
ney, here on Rockefeller Committee | 
bw Bruno Cheli, Brazilian manager, 





and Ben Y. Cammack, Argentine 
|chief. Although Whitney and Dis- 
iney were not in on RKO affairs, 


publicity benefit. 
building, 


company got the 
In addition to new 





preem of | 


Argentine Film Stars Talk of Forming 
United Artists Setup to Fight Pay Cuts 





British Workers, Exhibs 


London, Sept. 9. 

Labor gained a major victory when 
deal was signed between exhibs and 
National Assn. of Theatrical Em- 
ployees for a percentage boost to pay 
envelopes. Agreement covers cine- 
mas on a national basis. 

By the new arrangement, cinema 
workers will receive 15% boost on 
all salaries up to $12 weekly; 1242%% 
on wages over that amount. 





VS. U.S. SEEN 
FOR AUSSIE 


Camberra, Sept. 5. 
Stepping down of Robert G. Men- 
from Prime Ministership of 
Australia in favor of the govern- 
ment’s treasurer, A, W. Fadden, is 
anticipated as promoting some 
changes in the Aussie filmdom, ac- 


cording to industry men with a 
knowledge of the political setup. 


zies 


Fadden, who heads the Country 
Party, is linked with the United 
Australia Party, and is recognized 


as a hardboiled mathmatician, 


keep the country’s war effort going, 


slapped. With the Labor Party, 
by John Curtain, holding an almost 
equal balance of power in federal 
Parliament, there’s a feeling in polit- 
ical circies that both believe coin 
could be gotten from the pic in- 
dustry to aid further the war setup, 
especially from companies turning in 
huge profits, plus those U. S. dis- 


well. 


Increase to 75° Rumored 
Sydney, Sept. 5 
Unofficial forecast in many quar- 
that next year, unless the 





ters is 


pee ends quicker than-figured, there | 


may be an increase from the 6214° 
75%, thus bringing 
in line with New Zea- 


coin freeze to 
this territory 
land on U. S. coin curbs. 

This month sees the introduction 
of the 1942 War Budget under Fad- 
|den’s direction, and the inside is 
that the pic industry will 
prominent place in the tax setup. 


| Flemming’s Son Killed 
Sydney, Sept. 5. 

| Dennis Claude Flemming, 30, son 

|of Claude Flemming, Australian 

stage and radio star, has been killed 

in action in Syria. 


| 
—" 
| He was an only son. 


In Upped Wage Accord 


UPPED FILM TAX 


one getting 90,000 pesos per 


|ambition being to secure the coin to | $22, 000 U. S.) would be cut to 50,000 


tribs playing the exhibition end as | 














country’s ace advertising men, has : ed 
merged his publicity organization, | 0}der houses here have installed air 
Publicidad Organizada, S. A. with |conditioning and other modern equip- | 
Grant Advertising, S. A., conducted | ment. 
by Will Grant and David Echols. a 
Purpose was so Reachi can devote W pal 
all his time to show and picture Why No Spending 
OuSINeSS, 

Reachi is president of Posa Films, | =—=——__Continued from page ? es 
S. A., which has Cantinflas (Mario Ee suburban districts, but an 
Moreno), ace tramp comic, under | officer of the First Wisconsin .Na- 
exclusive film contract. Reachi has | tional bank, largest of the city’s de- | 
organized a theatrical booking and | positories, asserted that about 25% | 
presentation firm here which has | o¢ total deposits are in savings, 


taken over 
of $200,000 (Mex) ($50,000 U. 
Teatro Politeama, an old stage 
that for several years has 
cinema. Politeama is to 
| Streamlined Mexican revues, 
| for American tourists, and 
who is also 

usement firm. 


feature 


a direc- 
tor of the am 

The Reachi enterprise is to book 
for Mexico in the VU. S. and 


| Mexican acts for north of the bor- 





Mexico City, Sept. 23. 

Picture employers and labor are 
believed to have succeeded in stim- 
ulating public interest in the busi- | 
ness with fiestas and ballyhoos dur- 
ing second National Cinematographic 
week, Sept. 11-17. 

This was considered the best show 
the industry has ever staged. 


| 





Lecuona to Produce 


Havana, Sept. 16. 

Cuban composer Ernesto Lecuona. 
reports a successful dicker with Er- | 
nesto Smith for the Teatre de la 
Comedia, where he will produce a 
series of his own new musical shows 
beginning in October. 

He’s recently back from a tour of 
South 


America. i 


| late-f 


der. Politeama is 
tall i aha 


skedded for a 


‘Kane’ in pra 


Debut to Fine Biz. 


Sydney, Sept. 5. 


School vacation has given all film | 


theatres qa top biz break. Leaders 
are ‘Lady Hamilton’ (UA) and ‘Fan- 
tasia’ (RKO), with ‘Lady Eve’ (Par) 


a click with adults. ‘Citizen Kane’ 
| (RKO) bowed in with plenty of 


ballyhoo and looks like developing 
into high b.o, 





. 


Melbourne, Sept. 23. 
Listed in this spot to solid trade 


|}are ‘Thief of Bagdad’ (UA), ‘Buck ic 
Privates’ (U), ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G) and ‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par). 


for remodeling at a cost | 
S.) the | 
house | 
been a | 


Slanted | 
headed | 


| which is regarded as a healthy con- 

| dition. 

Hoarding Cash 

Plenty of money being 

law ay, however, 
according to this official, but is be- 
ing stowed away in safe deposit 
vaults, the hoarders wanting all 
their cash readily 

|}emergency, Others are cacheing the 
money in their homes in all 
of hiding places. 

‘These people were caught before; 
they’re not going to be caught again,’ 
said the banker. ‘They have been 
scared by stories of the enormous 
| taxes the government is going to 
collect to further its war effort, and 

|} are spending today only for their 

immediate needs. This undoubtedly 
is one reason the theatres are not 
| getting the money they might or- 
| dinarily expect; another is that in- 
| dustrial employes are working long 
| hours and overtime, so that they are 

too tired to go to a 
through a double feature.’ 

Unusually large are the Christmas 
club, Tax Budget funds and other 
bank sponsored savings plans, while 

a lot of money, too, is being placed 
in defense bonds and stamps, mer- 

antile establishments in many cases 
giving change in stamps, if accept- 

' able to purchasers, 


socked 





isn’t being deposited | 


accessible in an | 


sorts | 


show or sit | 


. Oriental Beef = 


tc ontinued from page 5 
| the RKO Palace which 
its interests to be 
RKO film firm. 

| Oriental case is looked upon gen- 
| erally as the most important one in 





will permit 
handled by the 


| the short history of the new arbi- 
| tration setup, and will likely be an | 
| influence in the industry nationally. 
} 


Oriental is seeking an adjustment 
|in clearance, claiming that the pres- 
| ent setup is unfair, unreasonable and 
arbitrary in that it forces this 3,200- 
seat loop house to follow 19 other 
houses throughout Chicago, with 
many of these houses being con- 
siderably smaller and of less im- 
portance as far as potential gross is 
concerned. Oriental, through its at- 
torney, Robert Farrell, made what 
is probably the shortest complaint 
on record, consisting of only two 
short paragraphs, one making the 
complaint and the other asking for 
an adjustment. 

Balaban & Katz theatres lead the 
list in number of theatres named by 
the Oriental. 

Besides the RKO Palace, the 
others are the Warners southside 
Avalon and Capitol and in the loop, 
| the Essaness Woods and the Jones, 
| Linick & Schaefer McVickers. The 
'rest are B. & K. spots. 








Buenos Aires, Sept. 16. 

Faced with an ultimatum from the 
solid front of Argentine film pro- 
ducers that salaries of stars would 
have to be cut from 30% to 40%, 
local pic figures are currently talk- 
ing organization of an Argentine 
United Artists, threatening a strike 
and their own production should de- 
mands be refused. 


Ultimatum for cut was delivered 
by the Asociacion Productores Peli- 
culas Argentinas as a result of 
severe drop in boxoffice receipts, 
especially in the interior, plus rising 
costs. Producers of Grade A fea- 


| tures are seeking to lop off approxi- 


mately 50% from the cost of produc- 
tion, determined upon a maximum 
salary figure they would pay top 
artists in order to eliminate bidding 
for services. 

Resentment flared quickly 
stars immediately began strike 
using the threat of forming their 
own producing organization. Add- 
ing fire to the controversy were re- 
ports that Columbia and other U. S. 
producers were planning to move 
into local production. Result was 
feeling by stars that if the Yanquis 
were coming in, there would be a 
further bidding for their services 
and that therefore they should hold 
out for their original paychecks. 

Specifically mentioned in the pro- 
ducers’ list of maximums were 
Libertad Lamarque, currently high- 
est salaried star in Argentine, fol- 


and 
talk, 


| lowed by Pepe Arias, Luis Sandrini, 





| pesos. 
irrespective of who gets financially l to 40,000 pe 





have a 
| 


Nini Marshall and Hugo del Carril. 
Senorita Lamarque, who has been 
pic (about 


Del Carril from 75,000 pesos 
sos. News of the maxi- 


led | mum list brought action from stars 


and directors who were also affected. 
Enrique Muino, Elias Alippi, Fran- 
cisco Petrone, Angel Magana, Lucas 
Demare, all top figures in local pro- 
duction, are reported leading the 
United Artists idea. 

Practically all local producers 
here are in a bad way. One leading 
company, currently in reorganiza- 
tion, has not paid employees for four 
months and is talking bankruptcy. 

Local artists have no organization 
similar to these in the States and the 
producers’ group up to this time has 


never been extremely active. Press, 
| especially trade papers, are urging 
some sort of conciliation before 


| situash becomes too serious. 


B.A. PICTURE BIZ LAGS; 
‘LISBON’ BEST AT $6,100 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 16 
Biz generally poor last week with 

lack of picts with any great appeal 

for localities held the chief cause, 


| plus the fact that weekend trekking 


| crowds 





have begun moving out of 
town now that spring’s coming on. 
‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par) was 
the best of the crop, raking in 25,000 
pesos ($6,100 U.S.) for the opera. 
Other estimates, given in Argen- 


tine pesos, currently worth 25c. U.S. 
(4.15 to the U.S. dollar), follow: 
Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
valo) (1,400; $2, $1.50)—‘Serenata’ 
(French-made; distributed by Al - 


mar). Fairly good $12,000 primarily 


due to presence in town of Louis 
Jouvet, the star. 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; $3, $2.50) 
‘Major Barbara’ (UA). Considered 
weak for here because of preponcer- 
ance of dialog; did surprisingly good 
| $17,800. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavala and Lauta- 





ret) (3,305; $2-$1.50)—‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 
Nosediv ed to limp $15,000, lowest at 
this house for some time. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2- 
$1.50) —You’ll Find Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Vatican’ (RKO). Pretty good at 
$17,000. ‘Vatican,’ in Spanish, getting 
a hand from the clergy. 

Monumental (Coll and DiFiore)— 
‘El Hermano Jose’ (‘Brother Joe’) 
(Sono Film, Argentine-made). | Best 
local in some time and running & 
handsome $15,000, with even better 
hopes for the nabes. 


Opera (Lococo) (2,500; $2-50-$2- 
$1.50)—‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par) 
and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (Par). Okay 
$25,000. 


Broadway (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
—Great Lie’ (WB). Still going 
strong. on second run with $10,000, 
despite a four-week smash at the 


Ambassadox. 
Suipacha (Lococo) (950; $2-$1.50) 


—‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). Nice $10,500, 
due for holdover, 








-- 
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CLARK GABLE MEETS LANA 


TURNER IN “HONKY 


LARK GABLE and LANA TURNER—literally the sereen team of 
the year—represent a master stroke In dynamie casting in “Honky 


Tonk.” 


Planned to be of a ‘Boom Town”’ stature, this production actually ovér- 
shadows that famed audience hit and brings this box-office team together 
for the first time with sparks flying. 

As a suave and gay “con-man,” Gable displays a charm and wit which 
eases the hurts even of his victims, but when it’s necessary to resort to 
gun-play, he turns hard as steel. A blonde girl succeeds where all else fails, 


and Gable eventually comes over to the side of law. It’s a role tailored for 


him, calling for the type of portrayal with which he’s ridden the peak 


of popularity for a long time; a popularity which gains in solidity and 
never decreases. 

Gorgeous Lana Turner carries on from dramatie successes in ‘‘Ziegfeld 
Girl” and “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” gaining in momentum all the way. 


As the blonde young idol of Gable’s heart, Lana plays a prim Boston school 
teacher who has come West in search of her father. In her love for Gable 
she is a fiery and determined female and she gets her man. In that she’s 
as deadly as the bullets from the six-shooters of the booted and bearded 
miners. 

Assuring the best in direction was Jack Conway, a veteran of twenty- 


five years in Hollywood, and each year marked with outstanding mega- 
phone triumphs, including the roaring “Boom Town.” 


In the supporting cast is a wealth of famous talent, including Frank. 


TONK” 


Morgan who plays Miss Turner’s lovable but shyster father, and Marjorie 
Main. 

The gravel-voiced Miss Main, who has developed a real box-office fol- 
lowing with a succession of fine performances, is seen as a widow determined 
to clean up the camp. She ploughs under the wicked, including even Gable 
and Miss Turner at times. 

Also seen are Claire Trevor, as a beautiful dance-hall girl and Lana’s 
rival for Gable’s affections; Albert Dekker, his opponent in political and 
pistol brawls, Henry O’Neill, as the civic leader and Chill Wills, the ever- 
present pal of Gable who sticks with him through thick and thin, including 
innumerable humorous incidents. 

Pandro 8. Berman was the producer, following his success with “Ziegfeld 
Girl.”” Marguerite Roberts and John Sanford wrote the screen play. 


Constructed for “Honky Tonk” was the largest outdoor set ever used on 


the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer lot. It was the town of Yellow Creek and it . 


towers over the remembered Burkburnett, one of the locales in ‘‘ BoomTown.” 


More than 500 extras.worked on the Yellow Creek set, memorably the 
exciting day when, armed to the teeth, they marched on the city hall to 


‘oust Gable and his gang. 


Romantic fireworks between Gable and Miss Turner reach a peak when 
she tricks him into marriage and then tells him he must woo her in approved 
Boston style, and when she locks him out of her room at the beginning of 
the long Boston courtship and he bluntly kicks down the door. 


“Honky Tonk” is the top teaming of the season and its most exciting 


love story. 
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O’Brien Back to Grind 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Absent from the screen for a year, 
Pat O’Brien went back to work yes- 
terday (Mon.) at 20th-Fox in ‘High- 
way to Hell,’ with a schedule that 
will keep him hustling until next 
year. 

His schedule calls for ‘Trinidad’ 
and ‘He’s Your Old Man’ at Colum- 
bia, to be followed by ‘Tripoli’ and 
‘The Life of Floyd Gibbons.’ 














WEEK OF KELEASE—8/8/41 











67 K. Harris-W. Tracy 
76 «6. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
T. Keene-E. Finley 


Tillie the Toiler (Col) %/13 
Whistling in the —_ _ 86 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono 

Wide Open Town (Par) 7 30 77 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

Six Gun Gold (KKO) 8 27 57 T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 7/23 M Ze t.. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 73s Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) 7/30 MU 82 iI. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103 E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 


SZec- 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 


Loy of Dodge City (Col) 8/13 w 63 Bz. Elliot-T. Ritter 

Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 8/13 C 100 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
World Premiere (Par) 8/27 C 77 J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 
Ice-Capades (Rep) 8 20 C 88 J. ENison-D. Lewis 


Wild Geese Calling (20th) 
This Woman Is Mine (U) 


7/3 dD 


H. Fonda-J.Bennett 
8,27 D gi 


F. Tone-C. Bruce 


WEEK oF RELEASE—8, 22/41 








Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col) 
Pr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6 25 
Scattergood Meets B’way (RKO) 8/27 Cc 


C 933 R. Montgomery-R. Johnson 
D 
w 
‘D 
Under Fiesta Stars (ie) y 
M 
D 


82 L. Ayres-L. Day 

84 C. Ruggles-E. Drew 

78 G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 
Gene Autry 

60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 

69 A. Devine-R. Arlen 

62 B. Marshall-A. . Kennedy — 


Private Nurse (20th) 
A Dangerous Game (U) 3,5 
Highway West (WB) 8/6 








WEEK sated RELEASE—8, ‘29/41 
Our Wife (Col) 8/20 c 32) 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) 8 27 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 8,27 R 





92 M. Dougias-R. Hussey 

C 103) J. Crawford-R, Taylor 
Range Busters 

76 D. Lamour-J. Hall 


iF 


Flying Blind (Par) 8/20 M 69 R. Arilen-J. Parker 
Little Foxes (RKO) 8/13 D 115 B. Davis-H. Marshall 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) 9/3 w 7% 8B. Conn-J. Parker 

Sun Valley Serencde (20th) 7/23 CD 86 S. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) 8/20 RD 103 M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 577 D 4115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 
Dive Bomber (WB) 8 Lid D = 130 E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 











WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5/4l “ 


Mystery Ship (Col) ‘8 6 D 6 P. Kelly-L. Lane 
Gentieman from Dixie (Mono) D J. LaRue-M. Marsh 
Jekyll and Hyde (M-G) 7/23 D 127 =#S. Tracy-I. Bergman 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 4/16 D 126 = O. Welles-J. Cotton 
Bad Man of Deadwood (Rep) 9/17 W 61 Rz. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) 8/27 D 60 S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 
Badlands of Dakota (U) 9/10 w 74 R. Dix-F. Farmer 
Smiling Ghost (WB) 8/13 D ) a A Morris-B. Marshall 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/41 





Harmon of Michigan (Col) D T. Harmon-A. Louise 
Lady Be Good (M-G) 7/16 MU 110 E. Powell-R. Young 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Parachute Battalion (RKO) 7/16 D 75 RK. Preston-N. Kelly 
Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Apache Kid (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 


Belle Starr (20th) 8/27 D 87 
Unfinished Business (U) 
Navy Blues (WB) 


R. Scott-G. Tierney 
I. Dunne-R. Montgomery 
A. Sheridan-J. Oakic 


8,27 RD 94 
8/13 D 108 


WEEK OF BEL anemia 19/41 





Ladies in Retirement (c ol) 9/10 D- 91 I. ‘Lupino- L. Hayward 
Down in San Diego (M-G) 730 cD 69 ‘“R. McDonald-B. Granville 
We Go Fast (20th) 9/10 ; C 64 L. Bari-A. Curtis 

Sing Another Chorus (U) 9 106 cD 64 J. Frazee-J. Downs 

Kid fram Kansas (U) Ww 61 Dp. Forsn-L. Carrillo 


A Girl Must Live (U) D 
Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) 93 M 63 


M. Lockwood-R. Houston 
R. Regan-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/26/4l1 


You’ il Never Get Rich (Col) cD 88 ~=6F. Astaire-R. Hayworth 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 

Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 7/30 D 114 C. Boyer-O., de Havilland 
Deoth Valley Outlaws (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 

Sailor Be Good (Rep) Cc W. Lundigan-S. Ross 
Lady Scarface (RKO) 7 23 D 65 PD. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 
Week-End in Havana (20th) MU A. Faye-J. Payne 

Last of the Duanes (20th) 9/10 D 57 G. Montgomery-L. Roberts 
It Started With Adam (U) D D. Durbin-C, Laughton 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 D 134 G. Cooper- -J. Leslie 








Ww EEK OF BEL. E ASE—10 3/41 











Two L atins from Manhattan (Col) D J. Davis-J. Woodbury 

Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 D 68 L.. Nolan-C. Moore 

Father Takes a Wife (RKO) © A. Menjou-G. Swanson 

Man at Large (20th) 9/16 M 170 > Weaver-G. Reeves 

Burma Convey (U) D - Bickford- E. Anke! rs 
WEEK “OF REL E ASE—10 —_o 

Tex xas «cc ol) Ww W. Holden- Trevor 

Lady Be Good (M-G) 7 16 MU 118 A, Sothern- ry Powell-R. Youn; 

Tento Basin (Mono) w Range Busters 

Skylark (Par) 9/16 C 92 C. Colbert-R. Milland 

Mercy Island (Rep) D R. Middleton-G. Dixon 

Riders-of Purple Sage (20th) 917 Ww 58 G. Montzgomery-M. Howard 

Great Guns (20th) Cc Laurel-Hardy 

New Wine (UA) MU I. Massey-A. Curtis 

Hellzapoppin’ (U) Cc Olsen-J ohnson 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/17/41 











Blonde From Singapore (Col) D F. Rice-L. Erickson 
Top Sargent Mulligan (Mono) Cc N. Pendieton 

Nothing But the Truth (Par) 7/30 > 83. SB. Hope-P. Goddard 
All That Money Can Buy (RKO) D E. Arnol4-W. Huston 
Weekend in Havana (20th) 9/17 MU 80) OA. Faye-J. Payne 
South of Tahiti (Uv) D B. DonLevy-M. Montez 
Down Mexico Way (Rep) M G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Jesse James at Bay (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 








TRADESHOWN AND FOR wurTUEs RELEASE 


Aldrich for President (Par) 7/30 








c "3 ry 1) den-J. 
All Money Can Buy (RKO) 7 16 D 100 &£. drasha-W. ame 
Among the Living (Par) 93 D 67 A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 93 MU 80 B. Crosby-M. Martin 
Glamour Boy (Par) 9/10 C 79 J. Ceoper-S. Foster 
International Squadron (WB) 8.13 M 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
The Gay Falcon (RKO) = 9/17 M 67 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 ° a 


R. Young-R. Hussey 


New York Town (Par) 7/30 RD 75 M. Martin-F. 

Smiling Thrr (MGM) 9/17 RD 100 J. ‘MacDenaié-B- Ahene 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD % J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
Honky Tonk (MGM) 9/17 RD 104 C. Gable-L. Turner 

Night of Jamuary 16th (Par) $10 D 8@ KE. Drew-R. Preston 

Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 Cc 1 &§E. Bergen-L. Ball-F. Redman 
The Feminine Touch (MGM) $/17 C 9% R. Russell-D. Ameche 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 9/17 C 67 A. Shirley-J, Craig 

Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 w 


T. Holt-M. Douglas 


Burley Combine 


—___— (‘ontinued from page 1 


Up until this fall Hirst and Midwest, 
latter composed of indie operators 
who banded together for mutual 
booking advantage, were in opposi- 
tion to one another, A few weeks 
ago they effected a junction and 
started tying up strippers and acts. 
The four N. Y. houses, Republic and 
Eltinge on 42nd street; City on 14th 
street, and Star, Brooklyn, fearing a 
shortage of strippers and comics, 
agreed to drop their stock policies 
and accepted an agreement to per- 
mit Hirst-Midwest .to send them 
roadshows. Izzy Herk’s Gaiety on 
Broadway has remained outside of 
the combine and is continuing his 
stock burlesk policy. 


BAA Policy 


A hitch in N. Y. may come from 
the Burlesque Artists Association, 
one of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America group, which 
claims an agreement with all the 
N. Y. theatres that guarantee burlesk 
performers at least two weeks in 
each ‘spot. As roadshows are strictly 
one-weekers, it’s obvious the the- 
atres can't switch from stock shows 
without a tangle with the BAA. 

Izzy Hirst’s circuit comprises: Bos- 
ton, Howard and Globe theatres; 
| Utica, Colonial; Newark, Empire; 
| Union City, N. J., Hudson; Philadel- 
phia, Trocadero; Baltimore, Gaiety; 
Washington, Gaiety; Pittsburgh, 
|Casino; Allentown, Pa., three one- 
|night stands; Waterbury, Conn., 
Jacques; Detroit, National; St. Louis, 
i opera house. 


Midwest's time comprised: Buffalo 





|Palace; Toronto, Casino; Detroit, 
Arena; Chicago, Rialto; Cleveland, 
Roxy, Toledo, Capitol; Dayton, 





| Gayety; Youngstown, Grand; Canton, 
| Grand; Cincinnati, Gayety. 
| Sherry Britton, Margie Hart 
Workings of the Hirst-Midwest 
| combine came out into the open Sept. 
| 12, when Sherry Britton, an indie 
feng was not permitted to play 
Fay’s, Philadelphia, operated by Sam 
Stiefel, who was ‘forced’ to do his 
booking of strippers through 
Midwest on the: pain of 
cleared ‘opposition.’ Stiefel 
to cancel Miss Britton, but, 


being de- 


was not possible, paid her off with- 
out working her. 
| Stiefel had also verbally com- 


mitted himself to a three-week con- 
tract for Margie Hart, starting Oct. 
116, at $1,000 a week. Then he tried 
to cancel it, but the matter was 
brought before the 
of Variety Artists, of 


which Miss 


Hart is a member, and the matter is 
scheduled to come up for a prelimi- 
nary hearing today (Wed.) at the| 


| AGVA office in N. Y., with Stiefel 
sitting in. It’s charged that the can- 
cellation came about only 
Miss Hart is not booked by 
Midwest: Stiefel wanted to 
because he felt the $1,000 was high 
|for his theatre, 
nation.of vaude and burlesk. 


Hirst- 





| 
| Helen Morgan 





»| story has 


Hirst- 


then tried | 
when this | 


American Guild | 


because | 
cancel | 


which uses a combi- | 





(Continued from page 2=— 





she undergoes an 
serious liver ailment 

At her bedside are her mother and 
husband, Lloyd Johnson, an auto 
salesman, whom she married in July 
in Miami Beach. A feature of that 
wedding at the Dempsey-Vanderbilt 
pool was the bride’s slacks attire 
while the band played ‘My Bill,’ ex- 
certp from ‘Show Boat.’ 

Miss Morgan collapsed last week 
at the State-Lake, where she was 
playing in George White’s ‘Scandals’ 
tab, but finished out the engagement 
despite severe pain. She entered the 


hospital, Friday (19), and her con- 
dition was immediately termed 
critical. 


Miss Morgan was a click during 
the prohibition era, both in Ziegfeld 
shows (‘Show Boat,’ ‘Follies’) as well 
as niteries. Her penchant for perch- 
ing on a piano while singing became 
internationally famous and she was | 
the subject of innumerable imper- 
/ sonations, 





operation for a) 


Le 





tam. 
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The Kid From Kansas 


subsequent duals. Lacking sustained 
action, overloaded with dialog, and 
not clearly defining plot motivation, 


picture grooves into filler fodder 
group. 
Story, laid against banana planta- 


tion background, has Leo Carrillo 
and other planters of the Central 
American district beset by starva- 
tion prices for their crops and 
strange destruction of their harvest 
and equipment. Andy Devine is 
Carrillo’s foreman, meeting wanderer 
Dick Foran, who joins up to work 
for the native owner. Oran gets 
accused of murder, but slips out of 
the clink to finally uncover the plot 
that is ruining the planters and giv- 
ing the contracting fruit shipping 
line a bad name. For western pur- 
poses, formularized yarn just sub- 
stitutes unpeeled bananas for cattle. 

Foran is okay as the undercover 
agent for the fruit line, singing two 
songs along the way. Carrillo car- 
ries his. accent to good effect, and 


Devine provides moderate comedy 
antics. Ann Doran is in for ro- 
mantic interest as an agricultural 


chemist from the States; while the 
heavy side is taken care of by Fran- 
cis McDonald, James Seay, Marcia 
Ralston and Wade Boteler—all in a 
plot to rob the planters of their 
properties. Direction by William 
| Nigh does everything possible to in- 
| ject action into a stumbling “eve. 
alt. 


THE APACHE KID 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
duction, directed by Sherman, Features 


Don ‘Ked’ Barry. Screenplay, Eliot Gib- 
bons and Richard Murphy; camera, Harry 
Newmann; editor, Les Orlebeck; music, 


Feuer. Previewed in Projection Room, 
Y., Sept. 19, ‘’41. Running time: 56 





| MINS: 
| P OO EO WOOR. «a6 006086608 Don ‘Red’ Barry 
’Rareerea Tawlel..cscocseeeace Lynn Merrick 
Nick Barter. ....scccsocccccees Leroy Mason 
Bem Wale? . «ccoddscceseess -Robert Fiske 


Oe Ee. . cccicaeen see .. John Elliott 
Commissioner. ..cccccccses Forbes Murray 
EE errr ee Monte Montague 
DAREIO. cccccvecccecoceses ae Al St. John 


BROWEORGs:. 2 ccv0s0% osegesawss Oe 


roones 


‘The Apache Kid’ is 
public’s poorer westerns. It’s daw- 
| dling, a factor for which director- 
| producer George Sherman is some- 
| what responsible, while the 
trod the same 


among Re- 








basic | 
trail too | 


| frequently in the past to get by even | 


| the most rabid western fans. 

| The Robin Hood premise has once 
again been resurrected, with Don 
|‘Red’ Barry as the Samaritan who 
| habitually holds up the stagecoach 
| to pay off a gang of road workers 
' whose payroll is being snatched un- 
| der orders of the town biggie. 

| Performances are poor all along 
the line, though Barry shows some 
| improvement over his fifst Republic 
horse operas. Lynn Merrick, a 
| blonde looker who resembles Jean 
Arthur agentes plays the ro- 
mance Th agg ei to Miss 
Arthur is eee ely facial Naka. 


| GENERAL SUVOROV 


= SSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino - of M KK ‘ 
Stars N P. Ch kh \ Lire ed y \ a 
Pudovkin screeny \ »s G (irebne 
(Camera A. Golovs and ‘I Lobo At the 
| Stanley, N. ¥Y sta n Sept. 19 41 Run- 
ining time: 90 MINS. 

MEV OPOU 56 6 cana eee ; oe NN. P. Cherkasay 
WUE. Reticcevecaent , \ Yachnitski 
Arakcheyev..cecceoes M Astangoyv Honored 
Bagration Trrv TT etre TTeT TT Ti. IK ligin 
Meshcherski..cccccccscces Ter Aksenov 
Plato Vi sccccccccces ; 4 Khanov 
PTORMGE. cccovsseseoess G Kovroy, Honored 
SIBTIM. cccesesoaces eee A. Antonov 


(In Russian; with English Titles) 

One of the provisions in any loan 
made by the U. S. to Russia should 
be that none of the coin be used for 
| producing films. At least not films 
| like ‘General Suvorok.’ 
waste of money. Even the confirmed 
‘comrades’ in this country—and 
probably in the U.S.S.R., too, for 
that matter—will have trouble keep- 
ing awake through this amateur- 


ishly made, badly written, horribly 
directed propaganda effort Arties 
which, before Russo-German pact 
used to corral limited trade with 


Soviet-mades, won't even have any 
| use for this, despite the large body 
of sympathizers with the Russ war 
; Cause now. 

Angle for the _ resurrection of 
Suvorov’'s biog for a film is that he 
was the General responsible for 
the defeat of Napoleon's army. 
There is a similarity, of course, be- 
tween Napoleon's and Hitler’s efforts 
to conquer the Muscovites. Suvorov, 
it is possible to gather here and 
there in the film, was quite a guy: 
the father of modern blitz warfare 
and a non-conformist in both a mili- 
tary and social sense. He looks like 
an-excellent bet as a film subject, 
but the Russians have certainly 
missed the boat on this effort. 

Instead of telling their story by 
picturing the action, the Russ film- 
makers have substituted lengthy 
speeches. And direction which 
causes two citizens a few feet apart 
in a closed room to shout at each 
other in what otherwise appears to 
be an ordinary conversation is some- 
‘thing that American film audiences 
will not understand. 

Acting is better than the script 





Film Reviews 
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merits. Particularly good is N. Pp. 
Cherkasov in the title role because 
he has so much opportunity to ham 
and doesn’t. Photography is very 
mediocre, and the editing only 
serves to make more episodic the 
—: -by-chapter nature of the 
— Whether it is the poor job 

nglish sub-titling or the story 
itself is hard ‘to tell, but it is fre. 
quently difficult to follow the action, 


Bad Propaganda 

Stanley theatre, N. Y., is showing, 
in addition to ‘General Suvorovy’’ 
about 10 minutes of Russian news- 
reels on the current war and what 
appears to be a conplete version of 
Stalin’s now famed ‘scorched ezrth’ 
speech. Both are poorly made, and 
to those familiar with German and 
British film propaganda it reveals 
that the Soviet has far to go on this 
score. 

Newsreels have a poorly spoken 
and poorly written commentary and 
also lack the strong military music 
which gives a spark to the Nazi ef- 
forts along this line. Photography 
is frequently unclear and unreveal- 
ing and pictures little real action, 
Commentary does not adequately 
explain to the audience what it is 
seeing. Cheap-looking special effecis 
in the titling are also not destined 
to leave a good impression. 

Stalin speech is said to be the 
first time the Russ head-man’s voice 
is heard in this country. Talking in 
what sounds like a monotone he cer- 
tainly leaves no imprint of dynamic 
personality. Pictures with the 
speech, in addition to an occasional 
shot of Stalin, have the camera wan- 
dering through the listening crowd 
for closeups of faces. It gets tire- 
some. Greater variety of morgue 
material should have been used to 
add interest to the visual side. 

Herb. 


Wanderers of the West 


Monogram release of Robert Tansey pro- 


duction. Stars Tom Keene; features Sugar 
Dawn, Slim Andrews Directed by Robert 
e Hill Screenplay, Robert Enomiett; 
mera, Jack R. Young: editor, Fred Bair 
music, Frank Sanueci Reviewes t 
Colonial, Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 18, (41 dual. 
‘nnine time, 58 MINS, 
Tom Matlory ? Tom Keene 
Aiizona ieee ; 
Se eed oe ee Sugar Dawn 
Slim... oe cececcescscocrce hina Ane s 
laura Lee.. ee ere ery Te rer Betty M q 
nga 2a. apeyay GOTT CE CETTE fom 1 
Waco Dean. § 
FO: MOO és cash ae 604000 6 Stanley Price 
eons ps EEO ETE ooee- Gene Alsace 
Serre reer re Tom London 
DUE : FOREGO cc ss vctecencs .. James Sherridun 
Balen TOONS. ccc cccccccs 


Rusty 


Tom Keene took the title here too 
literally and just wanders aimlessly 
through 58 minutes of boring antics. 
Even Sugar Dawn, the curlyhaired 
youngster who made it possible to 
sit through Monogram’s last Keene 


starrer, fails to measure up in this 
hokey yarn concocted by Robert Em- 
mett. Not one characterization is be- 


lievable. 
Keene plays a horse rancher whose 


| father is killed by Tom Seidel. mem- 


ber of Stanley Price’s rustling mob. 
Keene vows to get Seidel and trails 
him from Montana to Arizona. There 


he meets him, but since all he’s fol- 


lowing is a name, fails to recognize 


| the killer under his real handle. Just 


to contyse the audience, Keene, too, 


| takes on a nom de saddle, so neither 
| Seidel, who realizes he’s being hunt- 
|ed by his victim’s son, or Keene 
knows who the other really is. All 
very befuddling. 

Slim Andrews’ comedy is pathetic 


It's a cruel | 


and Miss Dawn, her hair freshly 
curled lacks the ease of her last ap- 
pearance. ‘Rusty,’ Keene’s ‘wonder 
horse,’ is given a minimum of foot- 
age, 

Lone redeeming feature is Jack R. 
Young’s camerability. His silhouettes 


|}are used freely and are well done. 


Washed out library clips, however, 
| detract even from this department. 
| Robert F. Hill’s direction might have 
| been snapped up, but could never 

have overcome the awkward screen- 

play and cast. Art 


| we have that terrible word 








‘ Milw. ‘Normal 


 tt~—~_~7?__,-€ oNtinued from pace 2 —— 





war- 
on our lips. If we'd only try to 
laugh and understand our neighbors, 
there’d be no war.’ 

Milwaukee has now returned to 
normal after the hectic week of the 
American Legion cenvention, end 
the big breweries are working over- 
time to build up their sadly depleted 


reserve stocks. Schlitz, Pabst, Blatz, 
Miller, Gettleman and Braumeister 
(independent) all held open house 


for the Legionnaires, tapping an es- 
timated 2,500 barrels of free beer for 
their guests. Schlitz alone dished out 
800 barrels of gratis suds, or a total 
of 300,000 glasses, at 48 bars that 
lined a blocked off city street with 
fancy entrances at both ends, ane 
with 100 bartenders who had noth- 
ing to do but draw beer; there we't 
no cash registers to bother with. 
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‘20TH HAS MADE 


© 


THE MUSICAL ALL 
MUSICALS WILL BE 


Cobina Wright, Jr. 
George Barbier 
Sheldon Leonard 
Leonid Kinskey 


_, Chris-Pin Martin 
yBilly Gilbert 


i Directed by 
\WALTER LANG 


Produced by 


F WILLIAM LeBARON 


Original Screen Play by Kart 
Tunberg and Darrell Ware 


Dances Staged by Hermes Pan 
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F. G. Spencer Owns All Three 


7 
8 H-Pe To power to shape or express political 
ouses Mn 9 . opinion, the isolationists are imag- 





Truro, N. S., Sept. 23. 

The third theatre, the Royal, in 
this town of only 8,000 has been 
opened by F. G. Spencer Co. of St. 
John. N. B., operators of the Strand 
and Capitol, also here. This circuit 
owns all the 2,500 theatre seats here. 
The Royal seats 1,000, and thus is 
the largest of the Truro trio. All 
the seats are on one floor. 

Spencer has been exhibiting films 
here for 31 years, and for most of 
that time has had no opposition. 
Currently, theatre biz is upped a lot 
through the war boom. The Royal 
is the only new theatre construction 
in the maritime provinces this year, 
because of the barrier erected 
against new theatres by the Cana- 
dian government as a war action. 

A number of theatre projects had 
been considered but none has ma- 
terialized owing to the Dominion 
ban. There has even been potent 
diffculty in getting permission to 
remodel or enlarge. 





Teledo’s Latest 
Toledo, Sept. 23. 

Colony, in suburban West Toledo, 
scheduled to begin operations late 
in September, announced Ray Alli- 
son, of the Associated Theatres, Inc., 
Cleveland. New house is said to be 
one of the most elaborate neighbor- 
hood houses in the country, and will 
seat 1.800. E. E. Bair, former mana- 
ger of the Valentine and Strand, De- 
fiance, O., will be resident manager 
of the Colony. 


H’ wood Guilds Flay 


Senate Witch Hunt; 
Would Quiz Quizzers 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Protest against the tactics of the 
Interstate Commerce sub-committee 
in its investigation of the motion 
picture industry has been wired to 
Senator D. Worth Clark, chairman, 
by Edward McCreary Gilbert, presi- 
dent of Hollywood Guild Council 
Satirically, the message suggests that 
the industry turn around and inves- 
tigate the committee. 

‘Representing Guilds of Screen 
Writers, Screen Publicists, Screen 
Office Employees, Screen Readers, 
Screen Set Designers and Dialog Di- 
rectors, the Hollywood Guild Coun- 
cil hereby protests your anti-demo- 
cratic acts which are so cortrary to 








American traditions and principles. | 
‘It appears to us the investigation | 


is in reverse, that the industry had 
better investigate the committee.’ 


SUREFIRE BREAKER-UPPER 


National Anthem Halts Flynn-Fidler 
Fitsicuffs in Hellywood 








Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Hollywood had another one-punch | 


fight Sunday night (21) and, inci- 
dentally, found a way to break them 
up if they go beyond that. When 
Errol Flynn took a sock at Jimmie 
Fidler at the Mocambo nitery, Phil 
Ohman had the band strike up ‘Star 
Spangled Banner,’ which made 
everybody stand at attention and 
gave Fidler chance to get off the 
floor in patriotic reverence. 

The Fidler-Flynn fracas was a 
stencil of other cinematie knuckle- 
fests. There was only one punch 
but many versions. Fidler 
Flynn has long harbored a grudge 
against him and threatened to take 
@ poke at him whenever they meet. 

Gabber has talked it over with 
attorneys on advisability of putting 
Flynn under a peace bond, thereby 
legally preventing him from swing- 
ing at sight of Fidler. 

The gossiper’s wife, Bobbie, went 
to the defense of her mate by as- 
sertedly jabbing Flynn in the ear 
with a fork and bringing on a flow 
of claret. Fidler insists she slapped 
him very hard. 

Observers say the fight started 
when Flynn made crack about Fid- 
ler talking too much in Washington 
and he let go. Blow caught Fidler 
across the forehead which sent the 
gabber to the floor and his wife to 
her feet. For once, Hollywood 
wasn’t suspicious of the motive be- 
hind Flynn’s belligerency. He has 
no picture in current release or one 
in immediate cffing. 

Flynn still insists he’ll take poke 
at Fidler every time their paths 
cross, 


said | 











| Sen. Downey 





| om ontinued from page 


ining things when they charge films 
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Fidler’s 5-Starrers 





Jimmie Fidler’s charge at the 
Senate film investigation last 
week that Russell Birdwell had 
offered him $2,500 for a good 
review (denied by Birdwell) of 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ brings up the 
fact that Fidler up to that time 
(1937) had given ‘five bell’ rat- 
ings to only three pictures. 

Two of the films, ‘Zenda’ and 
‘Star Is Born, were David O. 
Selznick productions. Birdwell 
was Selznick’s p. a. at the time. 





OUT OF FRISCO 
CHRONICLE 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

First lecal echo of the Clark com- 
mittee’s investigation of asserted 
‘warmongering’ via the screen is the 
dropping of Jimmie Fidler’s column 
by the Chronicle here. After several 
days’ absence, vacancy was ex- 
plained in an editorial which stated 
‘We have decided to edit him right 
out of the Chronicle.’ 

In explaining its decision, the pa- 
per stated that ‘There was no pres- 
sure from film producers or exhibi- 
tors or any other special interest.’ 
Action, however, met with hearty 
approval among exhibitors, some of 
whom had lodged protests with the 
sheet for carrying the gossiper’s his- 
toric statement tha‘ no flick was 
worth more than two-bits to see. 

Editorial further stated ‘There is 
editoria] responsibility for more 
than grammar and rpelling. There 
is editorial self-protection in law 
and good taste...refusing to...per- 
mit self-buildups at the expense of 
radio time or newspaper and ink 
are not infringements on the right 
to opinion...Now that Mr. Fidler 
has brought the matter to a head by 
contributing so much innuendo to 
the inquisition of the Clark commit- 
tee, we have decided to edit him 
right out of the Chronicle.’ 

















—- —- = 
Allied’s Hopes 


Continued from page 7 





| paragraph, balloting on the entire | 


resolve taken. 
feated. 


It was clearly de- 


Plea for Unity 
Representatives of majors 
during the earlier days of the con- 


two 


jin the industry.’ Standing before 


the exhibitor convention, William F. 
Rodgers, Metro vice-president in 
charge of sales, and Claude F. Lee, 
head of Paramount’s public relations 
| department, called upon the dele- 


| gates to back up the plan of forma- 
| tion of a liaison committee composed 
iof reps of exhibs and distribs to 
settle all differences within the in- 
| dustry without resorting to the wash- 
|ing of dirty linen in public. 
Rodgers’ plea was particularly 
|fervent. Speaking on Wednesday 
| (17) (before the vote killing the res- 
| olution) and again Thursday night 
| (after the vote), Rodgers urged that 
| the plan be endorsed. 

| “It is high time,’ he declared, ‘that 
| we as an industry rise as a unit in 
| righteous wrath against those who 
attempt to use our industry as a 
political football. As to unity, I feel 
that your plan for an all-industry 
committee is a very definite step in 
the right direction.’ 

Rodgers then digressed into a dis- 
cussion of Metro’s sales policy, call- 
ing it ‘no deep, dark plan to in- 
crease our revenue.’ 

‘The so-called sliding scale on per- 
centage pictures was devised as a 
benefit to the exhibitor as much as 
we hoped it would benefit to us and 
was adopted after months of study.’ 

Despite Rodgers’ conciliatory 
speech, the convention adopted a 
| resolution condemning such deals as 

‘dangerous for sapping all profits 
| from exhibitors and increasing dom- 
ination of the distributors.’ 








FIDLER ‘EDITED 


vention made fervent pleas for ‘unity | 


with whooping up war sentiment. 
| They only reflect public feeling and 
ino proof can be presented that in- 
fluence in determining attitude to- 
|wards other nations is more than 
| negligible. Impossibility of prevent- 
ing films felt unwise was emphasized, 
even if Congress decides some curbs 
are needed. How can they be im- 
posed without centralization of Gov- 
ernment power and death blow to 
individua] liberties? he inquired. 

‘More competition wouldn't help,’ 
Downey protested. ‘Doubling or 
would not change the nature of 
product.’ The Californian doubted 
if the isolationists can convince 
people of the need for monopoly in- 
|quiry, particularly with Justice De- 
|partment riding hard on films. And 
jan attempt to use monopoly charges 
‘as an apparent inducement to the 
movie industry to submit to censor- 
ship’ will bring national misunder- 
standing, he said. Efforts to dig 
into foreign holdings and birthplaces 
of industry leaders are unjustified, 
Downey added. Inquiries of this 
kind are relevant ‘only if we intend 
to forbid to the foreign-born citizen 
his freedom of expression, to deny 
to the American business leader, 
whose genius has developed a mar- 
ket abroad the right to express him- 
self on international issues.’ 


Budgetitis May 
Curb ‘Warmonger’ 
Probe m Wash. 








Washington, Sept. 23. 

Money trouble and Administration 
pressure are a double-barreled 
threat to the Senate Isolationists 
which may curtail the sport of 
chucking war propaganda and 
monopoly rocks at the film industry. 
Cloakroom muttering has reached 
the point where leaders of the pic- 
ture investigation are thumbing the 
| parliamentary histories for ‘prece- 
| dents’ that will justify carrying out 
the headline hunt and assure checks 
to meet the expenses. 








| The most menacing move from 
ithe Isolationist viewpoint—is the 
} . . 

suggestion of pulling the  purse- 


| Strings, for the subcommittee has no 
| particular checking account and is 
| counting on Senatorial courtesy to 
;see that funds are forthcoming 
foot the bills for stenographic ex- 
pense and summoning of witnesses. 
Whether a move will be made to 
force a vote soon on the question of 
| Save out cash for the proceed- 
|}ings remains conjectural, but Senator 
| Scott Lucas, the chairman of the 
| Senate Audit and Control Commit- 
|tee, Monday (22), announced he 
| doesn’t propose to okay any vouchers 
|until the proceeding is over. Then 
the question will come up whether 
the blanket authority to hold hear- 
ings, subpoena witnesses, and incur 
| financial obligations in order to ex- 
| pedite legislation is so broad it can 
| be used as justification for a general 
| prowl. 

| So far the probers have incurred 
|debts topping $500, possibly amount- 
ing to $1,000. Chairman Clark cer- 
tified to the Senate disbursing office 


bills aggregating $552.04 for the two 


Hollywood gossip vendors who were 
|}summoned to testify last week. Jim- 


mie Fidler put in for $287.54 and 
|George Fisher for $264.50 for trans- 
portation and hotels. In addition 


|each is entitled to $3 witness fee. No 
|bill has been received for steno- 
graphic services, but the size of the 
record to date indicates this item 
is mounting rapidly and probably 
has passed $300. 


SAG Condemns Probe 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Screen Actors Guild boarti of di- 
rectors, representing a group of ap- 
proximately 10,000 film actors and 
extras, adopted a résolution today 
(Tues.) condemning continuance of 
the Senate subcommittee’s investiga- 
tion of alleged ‘warmongering’ by 
the motion picture industry. 

The Clark-Nye-Wheeler inquiry 
was branded as a deliberate move to 
force censorship on free expression 
in the U. S. and would also have a 
tendency to breed religious and ra- 
Cial discord. 








trebling the number of producers f 


to | 


Who's Feeding Nye-Clark & Co.? 





trade. 


Allen declare. Coast people were 


G. Allison Phelps, commentator 


film colony. He is said to fire the 

America Firsters have for weeks 
ing both films and radio. One of 
Guy Juneman, henchman of Joe 
Front leader. 


making it public. 


Who is providing Nye-Clark & Co. with the dope on Hollywood 
which they have been firing via their hand-picked senate sub-commit- 
tee? That question, which has had the industry scratching its head for 
the past month, was purportedly answered by Drew Pearson and Rob- 
ert S. Allen in their nationally-syndicated ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ column yesterday (Tuesday). 


Much of it was known in the 


Three Hollywoodites or ex-Hollywoodites and a research group paid 
for by the America First Committee and supervised by John T. Flynn 
are the guys behind the guys behind the investigation, Pearson and 


listed as: 


Winfield Sheehan, former head of Fox, who P&A intimate is venting 
vindictiveness for recent lack of success in Hollywood. 

Russell Mack (real name Mahoney), who is said to be a former mo- 
tion picture writer, and was in Germany shortly before the war. 


on a Los Angeles radio station and 


author and ‘peddler’ of ‘Tower of Babel,’ booklet lambasting Holly- 
wood. Phelps’ biased chatter has long been a pain-in-the-neck to the 


balls that Sheehan and Mack make. 
had researchers in New York study- 
the researchers, P&A declared, was 
McWilliams, New York Christian 


All this info, the column stated, has long been in the hands of 
Wendell L. Willkie, counsel to the film industry, but refusal of the 
committee to allow him to: cross-examine has prevented him from 

















Centinued 





asked if the majors did not have all 
the big ones under contract. 
‘Sure, that’s what we're in busi- 
ness for,’ Schenck answered. ‘We 
need them to make pictures.’ 


Indies could hire freelance stars 
or build their own, same as the 
majors do, Schenck said. He ad- 
mitted that indies probably couldn't 
borrow majors’ 
cause of the majors’ doubt that 
indies could make pix gvod enough 
to keep from injuring a star's stand- 
ing. 

‘If the 





independent had enough 


| ability to make a topnotch picture in | 


|the first place,’ Schenck said, ‘he’d 
| have probably been working for us 
| already.’ 
| Schenck said there were plenty of 
technicans in Hollywood to 
around among both majors and in- 
| dies. ERPI, he stated, controlled 
many patent pools, and anyone could 
get equipment from them. Indies 
could probably rent studios more 
cheaply than majors, he stated. 
‘On the question as to whether in- 
| dies could get Hays office seals on 





|their product, Schenck said he 
wasn't sure that such seals were 
|mecessary before a picture could 


play, although he certainly wouldn't 
| let any of his company’s product go 
|; out without such an okay. 


Corporate Structure 


With Willkie waiving the right to 
| have counsel advise Schenck during | 


| testimony, the Loew’s president first 
was quizzed about corporate 
}ture. Out of 1,600,000 common 
| Shares outstanding, Schenck and his 
|family own ‘very little—five six 
| thousand,’ the committee learned. 
When Clark asked if his stake ap- 
proximates 3%, Loew’s prexy snorted 
‘nothing like it.’ Remainder is held 
‘all over the country and on the 
other side, too.’ 

When asked why his own holdings 
were not larger, Schenck told Clark 
the man too close to his own busi- 


struc- 


or 


ness hasn’t got the confidence he 
should have. ‘Nothing pleasant 
ever comes into his office, only 


trouble,’ Schenck niftied. He noted 
more seriously that since he became 
President, Loew's hasn't passed a 
single dividend and usually paid ex- 
tra. Attempts to pin Schenck down 
on details of Loew’s setup were un- 
| successful. 

Led by Clark, Schenck admitted 
| Loew’s sunk $3,000,000 in Gaumont- 
British and has 24% but absolutely 
doesn’t control. Even with 100% of 
GB common, it couldn’t rub the en- 
terprise, he explained. because ‘some- 
| body else has a special kind of stock.’ 





|He ‘thought’ that was the Bradford | 


Trust. Gaumont is the largest chain 
in England, with Maxwell second, he 
said. 

When Clark inquired about a pos- 
sible Warner Bros. interest in Max- 
well, Schenck said he’s heard such 
rumors, but doesn’t know if they’re 
true. 

Up to this year, frozen British 
funds have been set up as a cor- 
porate reserve, but now they're be- 
ing used to buy up bonds, not ex- 
tend holdings. Explanation that 
Loew’s retired obligations on Empire 
theatre drew comment from Clark 
‘that is good management.’ 

Loew’s has a few theatres in Au- 
stralia and exchanges in many coun- 
tries, Schenck said, and is interested 
in three Canadian theatres. 

Clark started hitting at suspicion 
close relations between majors. 





, 
of 


name players be- | 


go | 





Nick Schenck Tops Sen. Clark | 


from page 6 





|\but Schenck minimized this by re- 
marking Loew's is only jointly inter- 
jested with Paramount in 12 Buffalo 
| houses and with RKO in one Denver 
theatre, no partnership with War- 
ners or 20th. Houses are mostly first 
runs in key cities he agreed. Ex- 
plaining ‘our ambition was to get 
| 00d theatres in good cities.’ 


‘Brushoff’ 


| ontinued from page 5 

















big, first-run houses, operated re- 
spectively by Loew's, Skouras and 
|Warrer Bros. do not expect to have 
their film schedules revised, even if 
forthcoming pictures be labeled 
‘propagandistic.’ 


Local theatre officials’ most point- 
ed comment has been that the so- 
lealled war-propaganda films have 
been boxoffice successes ‘Escape’ 


played a fine two-weeks at Loew's, 
‘Man Hunt’ was a two-week smash 
‘at the State, and ‘Dive Bomber’ re- 
cently completed a very profitable 
seven-day run at the Stanley. 

The isolationist committee’s Hud- 
son County Chapter held a meeting 
‘here on Friday. Approximately 300 
|persons attended. Hanfield was not 
present, and plans for a theatre boy- 
cott were not discussed. 

Loew’s Indifferent 

Charles C. Moskowitz, Loew’s the- 
atre operating head, declared the 
company will not be ‘intimidated’ by 
| America First’ Committee threats to 
| boycott houses showing alleged pro- 
war propaganda features and news- 
reels. Indicating that a letter irom 
the Hudson ‘County (N. J.) chapter 
of the Lindbergh-loving group would 
be ignored, Moskowitz stated: 

‘We run our theatres for enter- 
tainment and give the public what 
it wants. We do not show any pic- 
tures which incite war hysteria 

No Squawks in Northwest 
Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

Wheeler, Nye, Lindbergh, et al, 
who object to anti-Nazi films, ap- 
parently haven’t much company 
among local theatre patrons on this 
score. At least, the public here, in 
addition to according the picture in 
question good patronage, isnt 
squawking to the showhouses about 
their exhibition. And this is regara- 
as an isolationist stronghold. 
A case in point is ‘Underground 
which played the downtown Gopher 
recently. Perhaps no picture throws 
ithe hooks into Hitlerism any harder. 
The picture not only did a bang-up 





ed 


business, but Roy Slentz, Gopher 
| manager, says there wasn't a single 
| squawk. 


When ‘Man Hunt’ was at the Cen- 
tury a few weeks ago, it also clicked 
impressively at the boxoffice and if 
any patron took offense at the film's 
anti-Naziness, he or she never took 
the trouble to inform manager 
Charlie Zinn. 

During its highly successful two- 
week run at the Orpheum, there 
were perhaps a half-dozen com-~ 
plaints to the theatre office against 
‘The Great Dictator’ by patrons who 
called it ‘propaganda,’ according to 
manager Bill Sears. When the last 
‘March of Time’ was on the bill 
about a month ago, several ‘indig- 
nant’ customers demanded the re- 
fund of their admission at this the- 
atre because, in effect, they ‘didn't 
want to pay to:see propaganda in- 
stead of entertainment.’ 
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ALL THE GREAT. ACTION PI PICTURES ROLLED INTO 
ONE...A THUNDERING EPIC OF HEROIC ADVENTURE! 


Bg as the mighty State 
it glorifies! Fast as the 
flight of a blazing bullet! ’ 
Thrilling as a furious [yes 
fight with bandits! Cram- hen ‘ 


med with top production 













values! Jammed with 
flesh-and-blood drama... 

pulse-pounding romance > 
..«lusty humor! 











WILLIAM CLAIRE GLENN 


OLDEN TREVOR-FORD 


(E> GEORGE BANCROFT - EDGAR BUCHANAN d 


on . =. on 2 oP itl ee ™ 








, Story by Michael Blonkfort and Lewis Meltzer 

My, ; ta 

he rf Ve Wy Screen play by Horace McCoy, Lewis Meltzer, Michael Slankfort 
” Directed by GEORGE MARSHALL 

Produced by SAMUEL BISCHOFF 





Produced with a sweep and 
scope worthy of its mag- 
nificently stirring theme! 
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| See Tough Labor Battle 
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N. Y. and chose Newark because of 
its convenience. 

Labor and producer representa- 
tives were closeted for 18 hours in 
Newark, Saturday (20) before reach- 
ing agreement on a 10% increase to 
all crafts under the studio basic pact, | 
retroactive to July 1 last. At the 
same time the studio basic paper was 
renewed for five years, subject to 
annual meetings on negotiations for 
each ensuing year. In future these 
meetings are to be held in October 
instead of in March, as in the past. 
The basic agreement covering six in- 
ternational unions had _ expired 
March 14 last due to no earlier meet- 
ing on its renewal and the unions, 
meantime, have been coasting along. 

Members of the old basic pact, on 
agreement for a five-year renewal, 
demand a 20% increase in scale and 
wanted it retroactive to last March 
14. Musicians did not seek a boost 
but are asking for changes in work- 
ing conditions which will be taken 
up on a special meeting scheduled 
for tomorrow (Wednesday). On the 
same day also demands of the 
Teamsters concerning despatchers, 
car washers, etc., will be discussed, 
although drivers are covered by the 
10% increase granted at the Satur- 
day meeting. 


10% Boost Represents 
$35,000 More Yearly 


The producers compromised at the 
10% boost for members of the basic 
agreement after Government figures 
had been cited showing living costs 
to be up 844%. This will entail an 
additional yearly cost to producers 
of at least $350,000, according to re- 
liable estimates. 


International unions signatory to 
the basic concordat are the carpen- 
ters, hod-carriers, electrical work- 
ers, plasterers, teamsters and musi- 
cians, all of whom get the 10% hike 
in wage scales excepting the musi- 
cians. Additionally, a seventh union 
will be brought under the basic 
agreement as result of favorable 
action Saturday (20) on the applica- 
tion of the culinary workers. 

When negotiations to cover the 
culinary group are worked out, all 
studio restaurants and cafes for the 
first time will employ union labor. 
The IA was a former member of the 
basic agreement but pulled out and 
declared unlikely it will return since 
no application in that direction was 
made at the Newark meeting. It 
could come back later, but that also 





is doubted, with IA apparently want- 











ing to make its deals separately. 


for unions under the studie contract, 
it was agreed that for casual work- | 
ers the minimum call would be six | 
hours instead of three or four-and-a- | 
half as in the past, depending on | 
when called. Moreover, on the so- 
called ‘graveyard shift’ (ate night 
hours), workers will get seven hours’ 


| pay for six hours’ labor, 


A new scale was established for | 
air-conditioning electricians in the} 
film plants of $1.62 an hour, a boost | 


of more than 10%. Demand for 
vacations with pay, either for one or 
two weeks, was ruled out and re- 


quest for sick leave of hourly em-| 
ployees also turned down. Question 
of warranty of replacement for em- 
ployees going into military service 
was not acted on since it is con- 
tended this is covered by law. 


However, in connection with seni- 
ority of employment, the producers 
recognized this as a serious problem 
and agreed to make a study of the 
matter so that a report could be 
made at the next meeting under the 
basic pact in October, 1942. Unions 
desire protection for employees with 
companies 10 years or longer in case 
of disability, temporary illness, etc. 

The hod-carriers presented claims 
for jurisdiction over set watchmen, 
whistlemen, flagmen, doormen and 
janitors. Matter was left in abey- 
ance to be discussed on ‘the Coast be- 
cause of jurisdictional angles. 

Newark meeting was attended by 
Nicholas M. Schenck, head of Loew’s; 
George J. Schaefer, president of 
RKO; Sid Rogell of the RKO studio; 
Carroll Sax, representing the Warner 
plant; Barney Balaban, Par presi- 
dent; Charles Boren of the Par 
studio; W. C. Michel, executive v. p. 
of 20th-Fox, in behalf of S. R. Kent; 
Fred S. Meyer, representing the 20th- 
Fox studio; John J. O’Connor, v.p. 
of Universal; D. S. Garver of the U 
studio; Leonard S. Picker, represent- 
ing the Columbia studio; Pat Casey 
and Fred Pelton, labor reps for the 
Motion Picture Producers Assn. of 
Hollywood; Joseph N. “Weber, hon- 
orary president of the American 
Federation of Musicians; Jess Gil- 
lette, representing musicians on the 
Coast; William L. Hutchinson, John 
Flinn, L. Muir, John Skelton and Joe 
Gambiano, representing the carpen- 
ters; E. J. Brown and Al Speede of 
the electrical workers; John M. Gil- 
lespie and Joe Touhey, for the team- 
sters; H. Redman and Ben Martinez, 
representing the plasterers; and Lou 
Helm, representing the hod-carriers. 
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WEEK BEGINNING TODAY 
ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
“HOLD THAT GHOST” 


and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ Anne. 















IRENE DUNNE 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY in 


“UNFINISHED BUSINESS” 
UNITED * 
artists RIVOLI ‘ou'se" 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
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NOW PLAYING 


GARY COOPER 


“SERGEANT YORK’ 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


HOLLYWOOD 


B’way at Sist St. 
AIR-CONDITIONED 














Held Over—2nd Wk. 
M-G-M's Musical 


Extravaganza — 5iet Street 


Eleaner Robert 


POWELL @ SOTHERN @ YUNG 


“LADY BE GOOD” 


with Lionel Barrymore 











Starts Thur Sept 25 
‘LIFE BEGINS 
ler ANDY HARDY’ 
Lewis STONE 












Last Times Wed. 
















Don AMECHE Mickey ROONEY 
. Mary MARTIN Judy GARLAND 
KISS THE BOYS In Person 

GOODBYE’ Joe E. LEWIS 
On Stage PETERS SISTERS 

Larry CLINTON Paul REMOS 

& Orch.—Others & His Toy Boys 








2ND WEEK 
Ann Sheridan * Jack Oakie 
Martha Raye * Jack Haley 


Bem > ‘NAVY BLUES’ 


= mre 
THE NAVY BLUES SEXTETTE 


| TUES., 





IN PEBSON 
EDDY DUCHIN and His Orch 





STRAND B’way & 47 St. 











TRADE SHOWINGS 


(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, 


With respect to working conditions | and chronologically sequenced according to calendar 
A readu reference for all 


exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 


| date and hour screenings. 


ALBANY 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


2:00 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


ATLANTA 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


10:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


RKO P.R, 


SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 


BOSTON 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


2:30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
RKO P.R. 


SEPT. 30— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO), 


BUFFALO 


TU E i 
2:30 p.m.— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


2:00 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Niagara T, 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


10:00 a.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 


30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


CHICAGO 


TUES., SEPT. 


30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 


CINCINNATI 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


2:00 p.m.—*Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
3o— 


TUES., SEPT. 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), RKO Thea. P.R. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


1:30 a on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., "SEPT. 


em eee (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


DALLAS 


WED., SEPT. 


24— 
10:30 a.m.— ‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 


DENVER 
WED., SEPT. 24— 


9:30 a.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.— 


DES MOINES 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
12:30 p.m.— 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


DETROIT 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


1:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), Max Blumenthal P.R. 1:00 p.m.— 
INDIANAPOLIS TUES., SEPT. 30— 
bel SEPT. 24— 


1:30 p. ag on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 


2: 30 p.m. fer * 0 (RKO), Paramount P.R. 1:30 


KANSAS CITY 
WED., SEPT. 24— 


1:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
30— 


TUES., SEPT. 
2:30 p.m.— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 


MEMPHIS 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


10:30 a.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 


2 :30 p.m.— Dumbo’ (RKO), Reece -Fox P.R. 


RFC BANKROLL FOR 
COSMAN’S NEW SETUP) 








A new film production company to 
supply pictures for the independent 
state-right market was formed last 
week by J. T. Cosman, president of 
the Producers Labs, Inc., of N. Y., 
to be called Independent Pictures, 
Inc. Plans to produce 18 features 
and eight westerns for the coming 
season. 

Cosman, who heads the new outfit, 
left N. Y. for the Coast on Saturday 
(20) to arrange deals for talent and 
production personnel. Program will 
be financed through a loan of over 
$1,000,000 from the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. Distribution will be 
through state-right franchises, agree- 
ments covering 76% of all territories 
having been completed. 


Ford as ‘Martin Eden’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Title role in ‘Martin Eden’ at Co- 
lumbia goes to Glenn Ford, with 
Claire Trevor playing one of the two 
femme leads. Picture is budgeted at 
close to $1,000,000. 

Sidney Salkow directs, starting 
Oct. 15. 











In the Highlands 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Frank McDonald goes hillbilly as 
director of the next Weaver Bros. 
and Elviry picture at Republic. Con- 
tract calls for shooting to start Oct. 4. 
Elviry and the mountaineer broth- 


|ers are due in town this week after 
jan eastern tour. 


ort (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


‘Dumbo’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


‘Dumbo’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


LOS ANGELES 


1:30 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


(From Sept. 24-Oct. 4) 


under one table. 


WED., SEPT. 24— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:30 a.m.— 


2:30 p.m.— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:00 a.m. 


MON., SEPT. 29— 


eee SEPT. 29— 
2:30 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:30 a.m.— 


2:30 p.m.— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
1:15 p.m.— 


WED., SEPT. 24— 
TUES., SEPT. 

WED., SEPT. 

WED.. SEPT. 24— 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
WED., SEPT. 24— 


TUES,, 


TUES., 











Several in Goldberg’s 


RKO Unit Deny EEEE | 


Several managers, one assistant 
and a treasurer of the RKO division 
in Brooklyn and Long Island, headed 
by Louis Goldberg declare that they 


have not joined, nor do they intend 
to hook up with, the newly-created 
union, Exhibition, Exposition and 
Entertainment Employees, which is 
conducting a campaign to organize 
RKO. 


Directing its offensive against RKO 
as the first step in unionizing all of 
Greater N. Y. EEEE claims to have a 
majority representation in two of the 
RKO divisions, those headed by 
Goldberg and Sol Schwartz. Gold- 
berg’s managers have gone on rec- 
ord as to their position. At the same 
time managers, assistants and treas- 
urers in the RKO group of houses 
under C. B. McDonald are under- 
stood to have voted against sup- 
porting the EEEEF. 


Mich. Co-Op Expands 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 

Membership increases which forced 
it beyond its present authorized 
outstanding stock caused Co-Opera- 
tive Theatres of Michigan to in- 
crease its capitalization. The Michi- 
gan Security Commission authorized 
the organization to baost its capital- 
ization by 20%. The new setup is 
for $60,000 with an issue of $10,000 
put out consisting of 40 shares at 
$250 par value. 

The group recently added seven 


houses to increase its membership 
to 107. 








TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 


2: 30 p.m. fic a (RKO), 


2:30 p.m—Dumbo’ (RKO), 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m— Dumbo’ 





This will be brought up to date each 
week, listing the schedule of releases for the ensuing 
10 days from Variety’s date of publication. Key: T. for 
Theatre; P.R. for Projection Room.) 


MILWAUKEE 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumba’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P. R. 
MINNEAPOLIS 


20th-Fox P.R. 


NEW HAVEN 


10:00 a.m.— ‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Whitney T. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
33 30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R, 


NEW ORLEANS 


‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex, 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


NEW YORK CITY 
—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R, 
10: ov a.m.—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), Warner Bros. P. R, 
p.m.—One Foot in Heaven’ (WB), WB P. R. 
11 :30 a. m.—‘Dumbo’ (RKO), Broadway T. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex, 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO), Paramount P.R, 


OMAHA 


‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


PHILADELPHIA 


10: 30 a.m.— ‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


RKO P.R. 


PITTSBURGH 


24— 

 £ 30 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 

2: 30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 


RKO P.R. 


PORTLAND 


1:30 p.m.—Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—‘Dumbo’ (RKO), 


Star Prev. Rm. 


ST. LOUIS 


1:00 p.m.— Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), 


SALT LAKE CITY 


S’Renco P.R, 


‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


20th-Fox P.R, 


p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—'Dumbo’ (RKO), 


RKO P.R, 


SEATTLE 


1:00 p.m.—‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), Jewel Box P.R, 


SIOUX FALLS 


TUES., SEPT. 30— 
2:30 p.m.—Dumbo’ (RKO), Thea Supply Co. P.R. 
WASHINGTON 
WED., SEPT. 24— 
10:00 a.m.— ‘Twilight on the Trail’ (Par), 20th-Fox Ex. 


(REO), 2ath- Fox PR. 


2 EXHIBS KILLED, MGR. 
HURT IN AUTO CRASH 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 


Owners of the Linwood-LaSalle 
here, Morris R. Sauison, and his 
brother-in-law, Ralph Davidson, 
were killed Wednesday (17) when 
their car crashed into a gravel truck 
on the city’s outskirts. Critically in- 
jured in the accident was Ralph 
Eckersley, assistant manager of their 
theatre. 


The trio were en route to a golf 
course on the outskirts when the 
machines collided head-on. Saulson, 
who with Davidson had owned the 
large nabe here for many years, also 
managed the theatre. 





L.A. Variety Chub Dinner 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Southern California Variety Club 
tosses its first dinner at the Ambas- 
sador Hotel next Monday (29) with 
the inauguration of Charles P. 
Skouras as chief barker. 

Lawrence Cohen is producing the 
show, to be emceed by Red Skelton. 











Omaha’s Pro Tem H.Q. 
Omaha, Sept. 23. 
Omaha Variety Club is doing bus!- 
ness in office of its secretary Lawyé! 
Eddie Shafton. Reason is that club 
and Fontenelle Hotel couldn't get to- 
gether on rental for palatial quar 
ters club has occupied there for past 
five years. Club casting about now 
for less expensive quarters in hotel 
of downtown sector. 
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MUTUAL GETS COCA-COLA 





~ a 


‘ONE THING IN COMMON 


Speech-makers at the current Chicago convention of the Na- 
tional Independent Broadcasters have stressed, with consider- 
able truth, the many conflicts of self-interest that exist between 
the small station and the big station, the local broadcaster and 
the powerful, rich networks. There are often few points of 
agreement on many trade issues when a network key market 
licensee and a Main Street indie enter the same room. At the 
annual conventions of the N.A.B. itself the contrast has been 
vivid, especially in latter years, for all to see. While some 
members of the trade association acted and looked and spent 
like millionaires many of their fellow-members were in the 
lobby, making small deals for piddling margins of profit. 





There exists within the framework of this amazing industry 
every gradation of income from fat to lean. There is out- 
wardly little in common between the village broadcaster 
scratching around for two-bit announcements from small mer- 
chants and the guy with a suite of rooms in a lush hotel enter- 
taining big-league time-buyers.+ 


On all sorts of issues from ASCAP up—or down—the points 
of view of the big operator, the in-betweeners, and the bottom- 
of-the-ladder boys seem to be not only unharmonious but down- 
right hostile. That being true, many broadcasters in the lower 
classification have long nursed a feeling of perpetual injury 
by, and incurable disadvantage in, the National Association 
of Broadcasters. They have biliously noted the smooth way 
in which bigness prevails in business and they have, feeling 
sorry for their smallness, talked much of going off in a corner 
and being small and proud of it and exclusive. 

There is just one flaw in this quite natural business of hating 
people and organizations because they have more power or 
money, or because they do things that only the rich and influ- 
ential could do—that is the flaw that negative acts, like resig- 
nation, walkout, non-cooperation, do not stop or solve the 
abuses or the advantages or the practices which are the real 
grievances. 


Nobody is going to stop bigness except something bigger. 
That means the Government, and there are hard-headed reasons 
why nobody, big or little, should ever encourage Government 
to come live with the family. Try to get ‘em to leave once 
they’re in. 





WINS $1,000,000 
IVER BLUE, CBS 


Guaranteed Availability of 
ASCAP Music Plus Choicer 
Time Clinches Deal—Best 
Sellers on Phonograph 
Sales Charts Will Be Util- 
ized Following Week 








COSTE IN ATLANTA 





F. W. Coste, V.p. in charge the 
D’Arcy agency’s New York office, 
was in Atlania yesterday (Tuesday) 
discussing with Coca-Cola officials 
the details of the elaborate program 
series which the account intends to 
debut on the Mutual Network Nov. 
3. The order will be for five quar- 
ter-hours and a half-hour a week, 
with the tentative time being 10:15 
p.m. across the board. It’s the big- 
gest piece of nighttime business that 
has yet come into the' Mutual fold 
and it has garnered against stiff bid- 
ding from the NBC-Blue. 

D’Arcy agency explained that the 
decision to go Mutual had been in- 
fluenced by the fact that Mutual 
could provide the choicer time and 
across the board and that Mutual 
could furnish ASCAP music so the 


| programs could rely on an unlim- 


ited repertoire for their material. 
The account could in that way make 
sure that the pattern that the series 
proposes to follow will not be 
stymied by the failure to be able to 
broadcast an ASCAP hit that might 
pop up. 
Phonograph Toppers 

CBS sales staff also made a pitch 
for the account. 

Mutual board now meeting in 
Chicago will decide on leasing legit 
theatre in New York, perhaps the 
Adelphi, to house Coca Cola show. 





Small broadcasters must live in a world that also includes big 
broadcasters. ‘They must find solutions or compromises within | 
conditions and subject to trading liabilities that others escape. 
Small broadcasters have, and will continue to have, due and | 
plenty of cause for worries and complaints, But they have 
at least one overwhelming reason for sticking with the main | 
trade association. And that is that all broadcasters, regardless 
of size, income or political drag, have one thing in common— | 
outside enemies—those who hate all advertising, and radio | 
advertising not least. 


Plough Trio 
Kibitz Schudt 


| 


BJORN BJORNSON AS. 
ICELANDIC NEWSCASTER 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 








Bjorn Bjornson, former Minne- 
apolis Morning Tribune editorial | 
writer (and brother of Val, KSTP | 

For Three Days news analyst), goes to Iceland for| 
NBC to. broadcast developments | 
there. 








As long ago as last June, Bjornson 
wrote to NBC, predicting that ‘things 
; °,! would be popping in Iceland shortly 
—* _ “report «Pasar and that the U.S. probably or 

repel — a” | se soldiers there. He also tolc 
— of Memphis put in three solid | aed + . Prat - have & meni 

a . ae é g 
wald oe asc ay * oe ~— | there who knew all about the land, | 
Schudt’s Cian ‘Geneetien green sro- | the history and the people. Stating | 
ceeded in that time nd a ys his qualifications, he declared he was | 
dramatized a 3 the man. 
were re pariner sagroye i Two weeks ago a telegram came | 
stations for the new Plough cam- from NBC telling Bjornson he was 

engaged for the Iceland assignment. 


3 IBEW in Tacoma, Everett 


Blurbs running respectively 15 and 
Seattle, Sept. 23. 


20 seconds and one minute will ad- 
vertise, Penetro nose drops and salve 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers has negotiated 


and St. Joseph’s aspirin. 
contracts covering technicians, and 


CHARLIE HAMP BACK 
AS ONE-MAN SHOW sins ns ssn; ante 


ington—KEVE, Everett, and KTBI, 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 


Tacoma. 

Charlie Ramp, veteran one-man 
show entertainer of radio idé@ntified 
years ago with WBBM, returns to 
Chicago for a new three-a-week 
Program on WGN for Ward baking 


At Columbia transcriptions’ New 
York office last week Avron Spiro, 




















Chautemps Concert 


Juliette Chautemps, wife of the 
former premier of France, will ap- 
pear as guest pianist on Oct. 4 over 
the NBC red network from 5:30-5:45. 

Program is all classical. 


firm's Tip Top bread. 
P Original deal is for 13 weeks, set 
hrough the W. E. Long agency. 








this being a contract consideration. 
The series will be strictly all dance 
band with the name units chosen ac- 


| cording to their status as makers of 


phonograph record hits. The bands 
for the 15-minute periods during the | 
week will be those that lead in| 
phonograph sales for the previous} 
week, while the orchestra assigned | 


the Saturday night half-hour will | 


; 


be selected on the basis that it was} 
No. 1 in sales of the tune which sold 
the most records the previous week. 
For the initial five programs the 
sales yardstick will be the previous 
month. 

Music Corp. of America, which! 
will book the bands on the Coca Cola 
series, is to co-operate with D’Arcy | 
in compiling information on retail | 
record sales. With Coca Cola stress- | 
ing the hit angle, it will make the} 
first time that Lucky Strike’s Satur- 
day night show on CBS has encoun- | 
tered competitive listener interest in | 
the popularity welfare of current) 
songs. 

The hookup on Mutual will take in 
120-odd stations. In time alone the 
expenditure, it is estimated, will be 
easily over $1,000,000, providing the 
series runs for 52 weeks. Coca Cola 
also underwrites the Andre Kos-|} 
telanetz program on CBS Sunday 
matinees and the Singin’ Sam re- 
cordings on around 230 stations on 
the basis of five quarter-hours a 
week. 





Phikip Morris Listens To | 


Revised Version Of | 
Walter 0’Keefe Program 


| 
Lyons & Lyons agency is audition- | 
ing for Philip Morris cigaret through | 


the Biow agency a revamped ver- 





sion of ‘His Honor the Mayor,’ star- | work commercials and now holding | 


ring Walter O'Keefe. The revised | 
program will be more along the | 
lines of a musical comedy. 
Herman Hupfeld has written al 


song for the audition stanza. 





Sam Becker, CBS lawyer, 38, get- 
ting a captain’s commission in the 
Ordnance Dept., and reports to 
Washington in a week or two. 





BERNARD PROCKTER TOURS 


Time Buyer for Biow Stalks Pack- 
ages for Lava Soap 








Bernard Prockter, time buyer for 
Biow, left Sunday (21) for a cross- 
country tour in quest of package 
‘buys’ for Lava Soap, the Procter & 
Gamble account which the agency 
recently acquired. 


Schedule under consideration is 
from 12 to 30 announcements a week 
within a period of 13 weeks, 


WOAI Follows 
WLW in Bid 


For Super-Power 








San Antonio, Sept. 23. 


Station WOAI has applied to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for authority to use 750,000 
watts. At the present time station 
lis operating on a clear channel, on 
| 1,200 kilocycles with a power of 50,- 
1000 watts. 

WLW Cincinnati has lately re-re- 
quested similar super power for de- 
fense convenience. WOAI was one 
of the stations that asked the FCC 
for 500,000 watts in 1936 when WLW, 
Cincinnati enjoyed that strength. 


WOAI urges upon the FCC being 


;near the southwestern border makes 


it of primary consideration in de- 
fense plans. It is one of the few 
stations whose signals are heard in 
Mexico and other South American 
countries. 


AFRA Chapter Presidency 
Looks Unopposed For 


Writer -Actor Boardman 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


With little opposition indicated, 
True Boardman looks like he has a | 
clear field ahead for the presidency 
of Coast Chapter of American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, which is 
voting a new slate of officers Sept. 
30. Presently Boardman writer- 
actor, is second v.p., and Ken Car- 
penter, prexy. Other candidates 
certified by the nominating com- 
mittee are Ted Bliss, Hal Berger, 
Ynez Seabury, Paul Keast, Frederic 
McKaye, v.p.’s; Knox Manning 














treasurer, and Elizabeth Wilbur, re- 
cording secretary. 

Nominated to board of directors 
to represent the actors are Edward 
Arnold, Georgia Backus, Jean Her- | 
sholt, Boardman and Edwin Max. | 
For announcers: Jim Doyle, 
Breneman and Ted Myers; singers, 
Keast and Thurl Paycroft. On the 
nominating committee were Mann- 
ing, Norman Field, Walter White, 
Jr.. Robert Bruce, Grace Lenard, 
Bliss, Miss Wilbur, Stanley Farrar 
and Max. 








Jean Paul King Continues; | 
Spiels on Tacoma Pair, 


Tacoma, Sept. 23. 
Jean Paul King, formerly an- 
nouncer on many New York net- 


executive position in his father’s 
undertaking firm here, is keeping his 
hand in by doing broadcasts on Ta- 
coma stations, 

Last week King did three over 


| KvI on the Pacific Lutheran College 


|Gonzaga football game which will 
|be played here Sept. 26, and also 
| handled some news broadcasts over 
'KTBI, new independent. 


| back 


RCA-NBC Considers Participation . 
With Affiliates in Advertising 
Workings of Its Public Service 


Pending at NBC as a gesture in 
public relations is a proposed plan 
whereby RCA-NBC would join hands 
with local affiliated stations of the 
Red and Blue in paid advertising in 
local newspapers. Under the pro- 
posal, for which the natioral organi- 
zation would earmark $250,000 ac- 
cording to present plans, the affiliate 
would be expected to match dollar 
for dollar, although probably those 
radio stations which have space 
credits built up on a time-for-lines 
swap basis would be allowed to ene 
joy these benefits. 


NBC has been public relationse 
minded for some time and is re- 
ported to have been much influenced 
by a recent survey of public views 
which was won by the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., which 
had apparently succeeded in identi- 
fying itself with public service in the 
minds of the citizens. 

Recently made aware of its need 
for friends, the broadcasting subsid 
of RCA has other projects afoot for 
improvement of its public relations. 





Gerald Cock to Pacific 
Coast Shortly as BBC 
Touring Rep in US, 





Gerald Cock’s new assignment in 
the United States for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. will take him to 
the West Coast in the near future. He 
remains nominally operating out of 
the New York office of BBC as a 
special consultant but the latter is 
now absorbed within the Ministry of 
Information as is the home staff in 


England. The Ministry of Informa- 
tion recently sent over its own man, 
Lindsey Wellington, to function as 
American representative under Sir 
Gerald Campbell. 

Gerald Cock has been with BBC 


as an executive for some 16 years. 


| At the outbreak of the war he was 


in charge of BBC television. With 
sky-pictures blacked out for the 
duration he was shortly thereafter 


;sent to New York. Cock has lived 


in the U.S.A. on several occasions. 
He will probaby go west in a fori- 
night or so. 


RED SKELTON BACK 
WHEN SEEDS GETS SPOT 


Brown & Williamson will bring 
Red Skelton to a network 
hookup as soon as it can find a spot 
for him. Russel A. Seeds is the 








| agency. 


Account had been considering put- 


Mark | ting him on a schedule of five quar- 


ter hours a week but the plan now 
favored is a weekly half-hour pro- 


| fense 





| ward, KFRC announcer, 


| pram. 


PAT WEAVER OFF HILL 


Publicity for U. S. Navy New Oc- 
cupation—Works with Rockefeller 





Pat Weaver has quietly quit the 
American Tobacco Co. where he was 
assistant to G. W. Hill, Jr., v. p. in 
charge of advertising, to join the 
U.S. Navy. 

He has been assigned to do publie 
relations work on Pan-American de- 
in association with the Nel- 
son A. Rockefeller committee on 
Latin-American relations. 





San Franciseo—Harlan Dunning 
has resigned from KSFO’s announce 
ing staff to join KFRC. Bob Fore- 
has been 


transferred to KHJ 
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First Responsibility of Broadcasters 
Is That Commentators Be Scholars 
And Gentlemen, Say Censor-Fighters 





According to a subcommittee of | 
the National Council for Freedom 
From Censorship the safest way for 
a station or network to protect it- 
self from attacks on opinions ex- 
pressed over its facilities is to make 
sure that the commentator is of ‘high 
character, intelligence and expert- 
ness. The subcommittee had been 
assigned by the council’s radio com- 
mittee to arrive at a policy toward 
newscasters and commentators that 
might be recommended for inclusion 
in the code of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. 

After pointing out that in the case | 
of commentators the element of per- 
sonality as well as opinion must be 
considered, the committee suggests 
that the most reasonable course 
would be to amend the code in so 
far as it applies to commentators. 
The recommendation is phrased as 
follows: 

Since a good many news commen- 
tators have been developed during 
the past two years and since the 
work requires various special skills, 
the code should state that a station 
or chain assumes considerable re- 
sponsibility in putting a commenta- 
tor on the air and at least as high 
standards of character, intelligence 
and expertness are required as a 
newspaper requires of a columnist. 
But, given a commentator of real 
authority, he should be allowed to 
express himself freely on paid time. 

‘If his remarks touch on a con- 
troversial issue which the station or 
chain believes entitled to further 
exposition, an opportunity should be 
given for the other side to be heard. 
But the station or chain must use its 
Own good judgment to decide 
whether it is in the publie interest 
tor a reply to be heard. The point 
is to leave the door open for legiti- 
mate reply and to prevent the com- 
mentator from indulging in reckless 
attacks, secure in the knowledge that 
he will never be answered.’ 


CRAIG DIRECTS WMCA’S 
NEW ‘5 STAR FINAL’) 


WMCA, New York, Is reviving its 
old dramatized news program, ‘Five 
Star Final,’ which was launched 
originally around 1930 by Charles 
Martin and discontinued only a year 
and a half ago. It will be heard once 
weekly, starting this Sunday, at 8:30 
for a half hour. 

Walter Craig, WMCA program di- 
rector, will personally handle the 
full production job. 


Neal Lang Joins Radio 
Staff of General Amus. 


Neal Lang, husband of Martha 
Raye, has joined the sales staff in the 
radio department of the General 
Amusement Corp. in New York. 

He was previously with the New 
Yorker hotel. 














_ 








KDKA Keeps L. Thomas 
But Otherwise All Blue 
Shows Go Over to KQV 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

When KDKA switches to NBC’s 
Red web next week (1), Westing- 
house station will retain only ohe of 
its Blue network features, Lowell 
Thomas, although practically. all of 
the other Blue shows will go to 
KQV, which gets that hook-up. 
Hearst station WCAE, present outlet 
of Red, was offered Blue but turned 
it down, taking Mutual exclusively. 
Retention of Thomas was demanded 
by Westinghouse group and okayed 
by NBC. 

Switch to Red comes just a month 
before KDKA’s ‘come of age’ anni- 
versary (21st) on Nov. 2. Network 
will salute station in a special pro- 
gram Oct. 5 at 1 pm. Following 
greetings from NBC officials and en- 
tertainment by web stars in New 
York and Chicago, show will shift to 
Pittsburgh for follow-up by Bernie 
Armstrong and station’s staff band, 
Faye Parker, Billy Leech, Mary 
Martha Briney, Pat Haley and Kin- 
der Sisters, all of KDKA artists 
staff. 

With change, KDKA will feed 
three local programs to the Red, 
‘Treasure Trails of Song,’ ‘Reflec- 
tions In Rhythm’ and one to be 
picked. Station’s musical staff is 
writing a new song called ‘Seeing 
Red,’ which will be introduced dur- 
ing KDKA’s portion of the network 
salute. 


DONALD FLAMM INTO 
BOWLING ALLEY BIZ 


Albany, Sept. 23. 

Donald Flamm, former owner of 
WMCA, N. Y., is going into the bowl- 
ing alley business. He got a charter 
for this purpose from the secretary 
of state. The petition carried the 
name, The Bowling Club, Inc. The 
directors named were Flamm and his 
two brothers, Sidney and Milton. 
Principal offices will be in Brook- 
lyn. 

William Weisman, of New York, 
was the filing attorney. 











Tosci’s Carte Blanche 


On 6 Ford Hour ’Casts 


Arturo Toscanini has been signed 
to direct six concerts for the Ford 
radio hour starting mid-January. 
Conductor will be given carte 
blanche with one stipulation, that he 
play at least one American composi- 
tion on each program. 

Reported price is 
broadcast. 





$15,000 per 





Mutual Board Meets, Considers More 
Stock Ownership Among Affiliates 


a + 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Board of directors and stockhold- 
ers of the Mutual Network opened a 
two-day meeting today (Tuesday). 
One of the subjects slated for dis- 
cussion is the further distribution of 
stock among affiliates. This will not 
only concern the newcomer stations 
to the network, but some of the 
older members. Options are to be 
granted the four station holders of 
six shares each to acquire enough 
additional stock to put them on a 
par with the three outlets now each 
ho!ding 25 shares, 

Also down for airing is the prob- 
lem of guaranteeing time for net- 
work clients. Suggestion has been 
advanced that Mutual affiliates give 
the network an option on a specific 
number of hours during the day and 
night so that Mutual can meet this 
advantage on the part of the NBC- 
Blue’s sales staff. Other topics will 
deal with intensive advertising and 
promotion campaigns in behalf of 





the network. 





SPONSORS BRIDGE LESSONS 


Same Over Air as in Physical At- 
tendance at Class 








San Antonio, Sept. 23. 

Hom-Ond Food Stores with spe- 
cial tie-up with radio station KTSA 
will present a 10 weeks Series of 
bridge playing instructions by R. S. 
Maxwell. 

Listening audience is invited to 
attend the schools in person but re- 
ceive the same instruction via the 
microphone if they cannot attend. 





Schramm Quits WBYN 


John C. Schramm resigned Mon- 
day (22) as production manager of 
the new station, WBYN of Brooklyn, 
formed from a merger of four for- 
mer neighborhood stations. 

He will depart at the end of this 
week, 





HARVEY HARDING 
Singing Actor—Novachordist 
Organist—Pianist 
Now Broadcasting 
“New Ivory” Commercials. P. & G. 
COMPTON ADVERTISING, INC. 
Also seen regularly WNBT 
Television 


CBS POSITION 
ON TECHNICAL 
UNION 


CBS yesterday (Tuesday) issued a 
statement on the status of its nego- 
tiations with the Associated Broad- 
cast Technicians Unit of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers in regard to the union’s de- 
mand for a 20% increase in the scale 
of wages. The network, according 
to its statement, has countered with 
an offer of 6%, tieing this up with 
the proviso that on the expiration 
of the present contract in 1942 any 
insettled points in the new agree- 
ment be submitted to arbitration. 
The 6% was okay with the union 
but it turned down the arbitration 
angle. 

The current discussions are part 
of the five-year contract which the 
network signatured in 1937. This 
agreement stipulated that either 
party might request an annual re- 
consideration of wages. The CBS 
statement also pointed out that the 
present five-year agreement contains 
a no-strike, no-lockout provision. 


DICK VOYNOW OUT 
OF WHEELOCK JOB 


Dick Voynow has departed from 
the New York office of the Ward 
Wheelock agency where he held the 
title of radio director. 

Voynow expects to close for an- 
other connection within the next 
week. 


WCAE’s Program Board 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

With switch to Mutual from NBC- 
Red network next week, allowing 
more time for local shows, WCAE 
has formed a Program Board in or- 
der to give full consideration to new 
| program ideas submitted by members 
| of staff. Board will have four per- 
manent meéembers—Leonard Kapner, 
general manager; William Schroeder, 
sales manager; R. Clifton Daniel, pro- 
gram director, and James Murray, 
merchandising manager. In addition, 
there will be two temporary repre- 
sentatives chosen to sit in with regu- 
lars for short periods, revolving with 
other staff members. “ 

Meetings will be heid once a week 
and board will consider suggestions 
from anybody connected with WCAE 
or its local affiliate, Sun-Telegraph, 
afternoon paper, for either sustain- 
ing or commercial shows. 


Four Belles on WJZ 


‘The Four Belles Little Music Store 
Off Broadway,’ a new radio program 
with a girl quartet got under way 
yesterday (Tuesday) at 10 p.m., over 
WJZ. Program will be heard twice 
weekly. Program will use seldom 
heard or new tunes. 

Bob Kerr set program. Girls are 
Joan Brooks, Janice Bowman, Clara 
and Eda Frim. 
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Pall Mall Makes Slang 





{all's current spot announcement campaign has inadvertent] 
all y 


contributed a new simile to the lexicon of American slang. 


It’s the 


phrase now often heard in conversation, namely, ‘Oh, he’s modern 


design.’ 


This is intended as a synonym for ‘He’s just a lot of noise.’ 








"NIB. Votes Separate Identity " 





‘ASCAP Licked’ Paine Admits But Hopes for Better 


Spirit in Future 


is 





oe 


Woodward Up at WLW, 
Joe Ries Out After 11 Yrs., 
R. A. Ruppert to Dayton 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 

Van Woodward stepped up Friday 
(19) as continuity director of Cros- 
ley stations. He joined the writing 
staff in 1938 and succeeds Lee House, 
resigned. Latham Ovens also has 
taken departure from the continuity 
department to do radio scripting for 
Erwin, Wasey & Co., in Manhattan. 

Joseph Ries, with WLW and WSAI 
for the past 11 years as an announcer 
and director of educational programs, 
took leave last week. 


Richard A. Ruppert resigned as 
sales promotion manager of WSAI 
to start Monday (22) as commercial 
manager of WING, Dayton, O. 


GENERAL INDIGNITIES 
CHARGED BY BENNETT 


St. Louis, Sept. 28. 
Myron J. Bennett, staff gabber at 
KWK, last week filed suit in the lo- 
cal Circuit Court for a divorce from 











his wife, Mrs. Mabel A. Bennett, 
who is charged with general indig- 
nities. The couple were married 
Aug. 1, 1932, and _ separated last 
April 1. 

The petition charges that Mrs. 


Bennett left St. Louis several months 
ago and is living with relatives in 
another state. 





MISSING IN TEXAS 


Program Dramatizes Real Tales of 
A.W.O.L. Relatives 





San Antonio, Sept. 23. 


‘Missing Persons’ is the title of a 
new series of quarter-hour programs 
to be aired Monday through Friday 
over the Texas Quality Network by 
Duncan Coffee Co. of Houston. Per- 
sons trying to locate relatives or 
friends send their name into the 
sponsor, with a self-addressed en- 
velope. An information blank is 
then mailed and the dramatic inci- 
dents are put into radio terms. 

Broadcasts will originate at KPRC, 
Houston, and will be aired over 
WOAI here; WBAP, Fort Worth, and 
WFAA, Dallas. 





Chicago, Sept. 23. 

National Independent Broadcasters 
is meeting here currently with some. 
thing more than the usual amount 
of attention focussed upon the small 
town, small-watt stations because of 
hints, persisting despite denials, of 
a movement to walk out on the 
larger, older, more representative 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
The indies heard Chairman James L, 
Fly on Monday on ‘Current Trends 
in Broadcasting.’ 

‘Monopoly was the great threat of 
modern times and the enemy against 
which all men must be on guard,’ 
Fly stated. 

The present Senate witch hunt of 
the film industry was a sample of 
the threat to radio. The Govern- 
ment has no wish or plan, he added, 
to take over radio stations in the 
event of war or any other change, 

It is no longer necessary for a 
member of the NIB to be also a 
member of the National Association 
of Broadcasters. Acting on _ the 
recommendation of the NIB organs 
ization the convention adopted a res- 
olution making this a cardinal prine 
ciple of the NIB. The same resolu- 
tion limits the National Independent 
Bookers membership to independent- 
ly owned and operated stations. 

Special meeting for the new reore 
ganized NIB will be held not later 
than Nov. 15. 

Yesterday’s (Tuesday) session was 
devoted to the music licensing situa- 
tion. John G. Paine, ASCAP gene 
eral manager, aCmitted in an address 
that ASCAP had been ‘licked’ and 
expressed the hope that kis organiza- 
tion would be able to cooperate 
smoothly with radio under the cone 
sent decree. Sidney M. Kaye, of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., also spoke ag 
did Victor Waters, the special U. S, 
attorney general, who handled the 
consent decree for the Department 
of Justice. 


HUDSON COAL BACK 
WITH A WGY QUIZ 


Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
Hudson Coal of Scranton, Pa., will 





launch ‘The Little Red Schoolhouse,’ 
half-hour quiz show in_ which 
youngsters representing various 
communities compete, over WGY, 


on the night of Oct. 7. A team from 
Schenectady will match wits with a 
combined Johnstown - Gloversville 
squad on the initial broadcast. Pro- 
gram will run for 26 weeks. 

Eddie Flynn will be quizmaster. 
Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 





American Legion Strongly Opposed 
To Foreign Language Broadcasts 





ONE FOR BERGEN IN CHI 





Abbott and Costello Probably Not 
Making the Journey 





Abbott and Costello may be absent 
from this Sunday’s (28) broadcast of 
the Chase & Sanborn show. Edgar 
Bergen has a concert date in Chi- 
cago which will make it necessary 
for him to do his air performance 
from that town and A & C aren't 
inclined to fly to Chicago for the 
broddeast because of picture com- 
mitments, 

Ray Noble will fly to Chicago and 
use a local musical contingent. J. 
Walter Thompson agency is now 
trying to line up other talent for the 
event. , 





Minneapolis—KSTP has sold quar- 
ter hour of its 60-minute daily ‘Sun- 
risers’ program to Vick Chemical. 








Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 

Expressing in no uncertain terms 
its views on the use of alien tongues 
in radio, the American Legion in 
the closing session of its convention 
here Thursday (18) unanimously 
adopted resolutions for presentation 
to Washington asking that broadcasts 
in foreign languages either be barred 
entirely from the air, or that an 
English translation be given before 
the foreign language version. 

It also asked that foreign language 
newspapers be compelled to carry, 
in a parallel column, English trans 
lations of their context. 





Camera Acct. on WLW 


ry Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
The Majestic Camera Co., Chica&% 
is sponsoring three hillbilly pro- 
grams a week in early morning 15- 
minute spots on WLW. 
Placed through Lane, Benson & 
McClure, Inc., Chicago. 
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BLUE FEELS HUMMERT PIQUE 





Talk Programs May Replace Dance 
Remotes on One NBC Network 


4/ 








In the belief that there are too! 
many dance orchestra remotes from) 
11 p.m. onward, NBC may this sea- | 
son adopt the policy of clearing | 
either the Red or Blue from 11 to 
one a.m. of all remotes of this char- | 
acter. Instead, there would be a| 
concentration of live talent pro-| 
grams, studio produced, some pos- | 
sibly of a public interest nature. | 
There even talk of a midnight | 
forum on public events. . 


1S 


NBC believes the adult audience, | 
as distinct from the jitterbug age 
groups, may be getting too little 


adult fare on the present late eve- 

ning schedules. 
Regardless of WSMB 

This possibility that NBC will not 
return remote orchestra pickups to 
its late evening Red network time, | 
exists regardless of how the present | 
negotiations between its WSMB, New 
Orleans, affiliate and the American 
Federation of Musicians turn out. 
WSMB’s quarrel with AFM local 
174 took bands off the Red almost 
two weeks ago. 

Whether the idea, credited to Sid | 
Strotz, NBC v.p., will reach con- | 
crete or lasting form depends en- | 
tirely on how it will shape up and | 
the listening public’s reaction. Red 
is currently filling in the absence of | 
dance music with studio bands ema- 
nating from various affiliates. Many 
at NBC cherish the ideas Strotz is 
now figuring to try out. 


KOWH, OMAHA, 
MAY GET NBC 
BLUE 








Omaha, Sept. 23. 
KOWH, which is owned and oper- 
ated by the Omaha World-Herald, 


has applied to the Federal Communi- | 
cations Commission for 10,000 watts 
and full time on 660 k.c. It has 


stip- 


ulated that it will build a directional 
antenna so that there will not be any 
interference with WEAF, N.Y., key 
for the NBC-Red, which is on the 
Same channel 

KOWH is now operating at 500 and 
daytime only. Understood that should 
it get the 10,000 watts the station will 
thereafter probably become the local 
Outlet for ams. 


NBC-Blue progr 


MAGNER FROM OPERA 
JOINS NBC, CHICAGO 





Chicago, Sept. 23 
Martin Magner added to the NBC 
production staff here, filling vacancy 
der by departure of Tom Hargis for 
Job with the Russel Seeds agency. 
Magner was formerly with the 
Chicago Opera Co. as stage director. 
; 
QS 20TH TOUR 
Quiz Hops from San Francisco to 
Birmingham Oct. 13 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Next stop for the ‘Dr. I.Q.’ broad- 
Casts is the Alabama theatre in 


Birmingham, where the program | 
will originate starting Oct. 13, mov- 
ing from the Warfield, San Francisco. 


Set for Mars and the Dr. I.Q. candy 
bars, this will make the 20th city | 
Visited by the program, which is | 
handled through the Grant agency | 


ere, 





Edward A. Allen, head of WLVA, 
Lyne hburg, Va., sencinted general 
chairman of the city’s Community 
Chi t drive with a week to raise 
Pid 





| also 
} ment 


district 


Ad 


Not a Tongue-Slip 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 

Gov. J. P. Heil (Julius the 
Just) speaks frequently from all 
local radio stations and the other 
night, following an address on 
WISN, he said: 

‘And now I want to thank all 
the boys of WEMP for their 
many courtesies.’ 

‘Pardon me, Governor,’ inter- 
rupted Announcer Hal Walker, 
‘but this is WISN.’ 

‘I know,’ acknowledged the 
state executive, ‘but I want to 
thank the boys of WEMP any- 
way, and I thank all you boys at 
WISN, too.’ 


‘GANGBUSTERS 
MUST LAY OFF 
SPIES 








understood that 
wien it 
10, 
the 


It 
ters,’ 
Blue Oct. 


lO 


is 
resumes on the 
will have to confine its 
old domestic 


stor ies 





‘Gang Bus- | 
| 
NBC- | 
| agency 


crime when 








REP 
II 


ALS FO 
NEAR 3 











Spot to Alka-Seltzer 
Against Anacin at 7 p.m. 
—NBC Rejects Protests, 
Okays Time As Non-Con- 
tiguous 


AGENCY CANCELS 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert's latest 
feud with NBC has gone beyond the 
boiling point. The agency last week 


struck back at the NBC-Blue for go- | 


ing through with its sale of the 6:30- 


6:45 period to Alka-Seltzer by issu- | 
ing a cancellation for two American 
Home Products daytime strips on 
the same network. The cancellations 
involve ‘John’s Other Wife’ (Free- 
zone) and ‘Just Plain Bill’ (Anacin). 
As a further rebuke B-S-H is consid- 
ering handing the Blue a cancella- 
tion for the two Sterling Products 
strips, ‘Orphans of Divorce’ (Lyons 
Toothpaste) and ‘Honeymoon Hill’ 
(Haley’s MO). With the loss of this 





aw 


Agency Takes Position That, 


| 


Blue Unfairly Sells 6:30 





hour the Blue would be entirely de- 
void of daytime commercials. 
The raspy situation 
and the 
the former, 


between the | 
network § started 
on hearing that 


pattern and lay off anything having the Blue was offering Alka- <9rnl 


Fiftn 
These themes are still firmly 


to do with or Column 


stuff 
tabu on the networks. 

Like Burns & Allen 
‘Busters’ this fall be cleared 
over stations but by the 
transcription route. Sloan’s Lina- 
ded to do sup- 
plementing of ‘Buster’s’ 
erage. Agency on this 


Warwick & Legler. 


spy 


the show, 
will 


CBS 


some 


Blue 


has deci 


Hugh Feltis Stays 
4th Yr. in N.A.B. Post 
e, Sept. 23 
Division of 
of Broad- 
net in Port- 
reelected Hugh 
manager of 
secretary- | 
Har- 


was 


Seatt] 
Sales Manager's 


L10n 


aster District No. 17, 1 


t] 

c 

F ntly 

Fe tis commercial! 
KOMO- KJR. Seattle. 


MACH Prey 
reasurel 


time. 
Spokar 
Direc 


ie. 
ard of tors for 
er held by th 

re than 60 in 
Ralph | 


who | 


Meeting, largest ev e 
with m« 
heard a talk 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
American Assocla- 
Agencies. 


—— 


group, 
attendance, by 
Calkins of 
represented 
tion of Advertising 


the 


WIBG’S NEW QUARTERS 


from 


| tion 


Downtown 
Suburbs 


Moving 
Philly 


Station 


Philadelphia, Sept 
week took a long 
three-story 
its new studios 
the outlet starts functioning as a full- 
time 10,000 watter next Spring. 
station now is located in Glenside, 
suburb, and operates on 1,000 ‘coun 
part-time. Paul F. Harron, WIBG 
prexy, estimated that the new station 
would be ready to operate about 
April 1. 

A large chunk of the station was | 


23 
WIBG last 
lease on a 


building when 


£ } 
LAUL 


recently purchased by a syndicate | 
headed by John B. Kelly, Demo- | 
cratic leader here, and Anthony J. | 
Drexel Biddle, 


ef. | 
} 
WKNY Increases Stock | 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 23. 

Kingston Broadcasting Corpora- | 
tion, which operates WKNY in King- | 
ston, has increased its capital stock | 
from $15,000 to $22,500. Value of | 


the shares remain at 115 par. 


Gustave A. Gerber, New York} program on NBC blue will originate | 
City, was filing attorney Jin Akron, O., Sept. 29 


| the 
| sales 


| intervening 
covVv- 
account is | 


i} two nil 


| daytime strips on the Blue now 


| 
| yesterday 


term 
downtown | 


aed 


Marshall 
| okayed a nightly hour on the fidelity 
station starting immediately. 


Frey agency, the program will con- 
sist of 55 minutes of recorded music | 
and five minutes of news, broadcast | 4"derson agency. 
each night at 9. 


| the 6:30-6:45 niche for ‘Lum ‘n’ Ab- 
|}ner,’ protested that the BP ne 
| would be unfair to Anacin, a com- 


petitive headache remedy, which for 
years has maintained ‘Easy Aces’ in 
7-7:15 sector. NBC argued that | 
affects of the two products | 
be amply cushioned by the| 
quarter-hour (Lowell | 
Thomas-Sun OQil), but B-S-H refused | 
to budge from its demand that Alka- | 
Seltzer be kept out of the designated 
period. The Blue issued the okay 
for ‘L ‘n’ Abner’ anyway. 
Squabble has complicated things 
for B-S-H and the Blue in still an- 
other direction. The agency had been | 
taking to the network about adding | 
ght-time half-hours for Sterl- 
ng Products and two daytime strips, | 
2:30 to 3, but these discussions have 
been temporarily stalled. B-S-H’s 
run 
from 3 to 4 and the cancellation al- | 
ready put through affects the second 
half of this hour, 
Alka-Seltzer 
NBC’ssimportant 
has 16 night-time 
the network; 
‘Lum ’n’ Abner,’ 
Quiz Kids’ 
‘National Barn Dense 


Blue network sales execs declared 


would 


um 


one of | 

It all | 
quarter-hours on | 
four quarters with 
J a lf hour with 


has become 


customers 


(Tuesday) that there was 
{a good chance of solving the situa- 


satisfactorily all around. 


| Saturday 
| speakers’ 


| W55M staff members. 


(18) 


Esty Protests on ‘Penthouse Party’ 


Not Getti 
Which Carry 





ing Seven Blue Stations 


Red s Kyser Show 





That’s Prejudice 


Warren, O., Sept. 23. 

Warren Chronicle-Tribune is 
reported so opposed to new ra- 
dio station soon to be started 
there by Frank Nied and Judge 
Perry Stevens of Akron that it 
refused to accept offered classi- 
fied ad of station manager seek- 
ing a home in Warren. 

Add read that ‘manager of new 
Warren radio station’ wanted a 
home. But paper made the cus- 
tomer change it to ‘manager of 
new Warren enterprise.’ 








SIGNAL CORPS 


COMMISSIONS 
OPEN 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Sept. 25. 
Badly 
| Sign al 





Corps announces that it 


| to men with proper qualifications. 
Engineers with practical 


electronics are especially needed, 


| is said. 





| Milwaukee’s ‘Radio City’ 
Buries James Fly’s Voice, 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 

the cornerstone for 
‘Radio City’ WTMJ, occurs next 

(27). There will be de- 
the recordings of various 
addresses as well as the 

voices of WTMJ and | 
James L, Fy, | 
chairman of the FCC, Gov. Julius P. 
Heil, Mayor Carl F. Zeidler and offi- 
| cials of The Journal company will | 
all be disked for posterity. 


Laying of 


posited 


individual 


With construction work hampered | 
Radio City | 


by war time priorities, 
is not expected to be completed be- 


fore next spring. 
Dunville Now VP. 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23 

Robert E. Dunville, general sales 
manager of WLW and WSAI, Cin- 
cinnati, has been elected a _ vice- 
president of the Crosley Corp., 
which owns and operates the two 


| stations. 


Naming occured at last Thursday’s 
meeting of the Crosley board. 


F.D.R. Keys a Commercial 


|Chrysler Sponsoring Jim 


Crowley on MBS With 


Dope on Press Conferences 





Time on Tribune’s FM 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Chicago Tribune’s FM__¥ station, 
W59C, last week signatured a deal | 
for its first commercial when the 


Field department store 


Set through the Charles Daniel 


} 


/ gram, 





Dr. Harry Hagen’s “True or False’ 


‘+ 


Marshall Field Store Buys | 


President Roosevelt’s regular Tues- 


day and Friday press conferences in | 


, Washington are the particular sub- 


ject of the newest sponsored news 


session. Chrysler sales division has 
contracted for four Mutual stations 
starting Sept. 30 for Jim Crowley to 
tell what was said at the 
House huddles. The four are WGN, 
Chicago; WIP, Philadelphia; CKLW, 
Detroit; WCAE, Pittsburgh. Account 
was sold by Mutual’s man Tom 
Harker of Chicago via the Lee 


Another unique aspect of the pro- 
a quarter-hour session at 8:15 


}p.m., is that it will be available 
sustaining to all Mutual stations, 
which may sell it locally to any 
| intere ted Chrysler dealer: 





_ 


NBC has suddenly found itself be- 
ing plagued by an old policy bar- 


#ring the programs of competitive 
products from occupying adjacent 
spots on a network schedule. The 


account that is insisting that NBC 
live up to this rule is Camel, which 
recently signed for the Wednesday 
9:30-10 p.m. niche on the Blue link, 
while on the other side of the 
squeeze is Lucky Strike whose Kay 
Kyser show clears over the Red 
hookup the same night from 10 to 11 
o'clock. The actual cause of the 
jam are seven Blue-affiliated sta- 
tions which have been airing the 
Kyser program for some time. 


William Esty, agency for Camel 
account, has taken the position that 
when it contracted with the Blue 
for the broadcasting of ‘Penthouse 
Party’ in the Wednesday spot start- 
ing Oct. 6 it figured that it became 
entitled to all Blue stations. Also 
that the mere fact that seven of the 
Blue stations carry a Red network 





in need of radio engineers, 
is 
still offering commissions as officers 


knowl- |} 
edge and experience in the field of| 
it | 


| Stockton, 


| dustry. 


program doesn’t interest it. Esty 
has also advanced the argument that 
it not only expects NBC to deliver 
these seven Blue stations but to en- 


| force the rule dealing with competi- 


tive products versus adjacent spots. 
In other words, the seven stations 
are not to follow up the ‘Penthouse’ 


| Stanza with a broadcast of the Kyser 
| program. 


The seven stations involved in this 
|tangle are WHAM, Rochester; 
WSYR, Syracuse; KOB, Albuquer- 
que; KFBK, Sacramento; KWG, 
and KERN, Bakersfield. 
The last three are part of the Mc- 
Clatchy group. 

The Red’s rate card offer no out- 
let for any of these towns excepting 
| Albuquerque. The red rate card 
states that KOB is available with 
the mountain group. 


NAB. TAX WIN 
A LESSON 
—MILLER 


Washington, Sept. 23 

Expressions of gratitude from sta- 
tions all over the country poured in 
on the National Association of 
Broadcasters Monday (22) for the 
aggressive fight put up by the or- 
ganization toward eliminating the 
super-tax” on radio _ broadcasting 
from the current tax bill. 

Thank for the various bouquets 
was returned by Neville Miller, 
N.A.B. prexy fte receivil ‘con- 

atulatio! a diffi t job well 

é P. W. I é of 
WTIC p t f i Vé IY in ery ice’ 
f M n ( manager of 
WFAA; congratulations ‘on behalf of 
all the broadcasters’ from E. E. Hill 
ff WTAG, and appreciation voiced 
DY Hugh A. Halff, WOAL, and 
other 

Inserting just enough hesitancy 
over the results, to date, Miller com- 


plimented the industry on its ‘united 
front’ and thanked the stations, rep- 
resentatives of advertising; labor 
unions and ‘other groups’ for their 
‘whole-hearted cooperation.’ Implied, 
however, that the battle is not yet 
over. Printing trades unions must 


| be watched, Miller cautioned. 
White | 


“While we have been successful in 
eliminating this particular tex from 
the current revenue bill, our fight 
against a discriminatory tax of this 
kind is not yet won,’ he told the in- 
‘It will be proposed again, 
unless its sponsors—certain printing 
trades unions—are convinced—that it 
would hurt them as well as radio 
broadcasters The N.A.B. has not 
relaxed vigilanee, and will con- 
| tinue its-efforts in this and other 


i direc on behalf 


its 


of the Industry. 


tions 


, 
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AYER’S FOOTBALL HEADACHE 


HAS TO EMPLOY 
CLOSED BOOTH 


Majority of Radio Stations 
Contracted for Football 
Games This Fall Not in 
ASCAP Fold—Music From 





+ 





WRRN, Warren, Starts Oct. 15 


Warren, O., Sept. 16. 

WRRN, new Warren, O., station 
will begin operations Oct. 15. The 
station, licensed to operate on 1,400 
kilocycles with 250 watt power on 
unlimited time, is being backed by 
Frank T. Nied, Akron cigar store 
owner, and Judge Perry H. Stevens 
of the court of appeals. 

Station will not have any chain 
affiliations. 





San Antonio—Jim Ralph has been 
added to the announcing staff of sta- 





School Bands Represents 
Constant Threat of In- 
fringement of Copyright 





PROBLEMS 


N. W. Ayer agency 
(Tuesday) was making an analysis 
of the responses it had received. from 
stations slated to broadcast football 
games in Atlantic Refining’s behalf 
this fall on how they proposed to 
furnish collegiate music between the 


halves. With the majority of the 
stations involved not licensed by 
ASCAP, the agency and account 


were much concerned by the possi- 
bility of having to use closed booths. 
Atlantic and Ayer were also dis- 
turbed by the possibility that listener 
interest might be unfavorably af- 
fected by the absence of musical 
hoopla as picked up from the stands 
and playing-field. The Atlantic foot- 
ball broadcasts start this Friday (26). 

One broadcasting outlet that did 
offer a solution was the CBS New 
England Network. Latter explained 
that it could not take out an ASCAP 
license unless the national network 
(CBS) itself became an ASCAP li- 
censee, but added that what Atlantic 
Refining could do was to confine 
non-ASCAP music to the field-play- 
ing time and use a closed booth be- 
tween the halves. The music picked 
up during the two halves could be 
cleared in advance through Colum- 
bia’s New York checking staff 
if necessary the New England orig- 
inating station for the games could 
fill in some music from the studio 
between the halves. 


BIG SPLASH FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
Nation - wide to-do celebrating 
‘Liberty Fleet Day,’ when 14 United 
States Maritime Commission 
cargo ships will participate in 
world war, will receive plenty of at- 
tention form the radio industry. 


unable to personally deliver a sched - 


uled coast-to coast speech, because 
of the pressing nature of world 
affairs, special transcriptions are be- 
ing made of his Sept. 27 talk for use 
by local radio stations in the vicin- 
ity of the shipyards involved. Mr 
Roosevelt's speech will be broadcast 
and amplified in order to reach the 
‘men in overalls’ who work at the 
yards, as well as the brass-hats who 
will participate in the launching 


ceremonies. 

Radio’s part in the ‘Liberty 
Day’ celebration is being handled by 
Clinton L. Mosher, former Washing- 
ton correspondent for the Brooklyn 


Eagle, who last week was appointed | 


radio contact man for the Maritime 


Commission. 





HAROLD KENT’S CONFAB 


Meets in Chicago Again 
Dec. 3—Three-Day Session 





It On 





Sept. 23. 
of the 


Chicago, 


Fifth Annual get-together 


yesterday | 


and 


built | 
the 
biggest mass launching since the last | 


Al- | 


though President Roosevelt will be | 


MILE after mile along the Allegheny and the 


j 
Fleet 


tion KABC. Ralph has been dis- 
missed from the army in the over-| 
age classification. 


| 
| 
| 


Bessie Krause and Lewis Bernard 


La Baume are recent additions to the | 


WOAI traffic department. 





He formerly was | 
spieler with KOCA, Kilgore, Texas. | | web of NBC and the 24 Mexican | | Tenorio,’ 16th Century Sp 
| stettons that XEW keys. 


New Services, Including 
Link With NBC, Marks 
XEW’s 11th Birthday 


Mexico City, Sept. 23. 
Local radio station XEW (150,000 
its 11th 





watts) celebrated 
(18) with a continuous program that 
lasted from 6:55 a.m. on the big day | 
until 1:25 next morning. 
|}rated in the gala day was the in- 


auguration of the Pan 


Incorpo- | 
American 
News serv- 


A.P, 
sponsorship by 


also new under | 


Bristol Myers. 


ice from is 


birthday | 





Traditional Nov. Don Juan’ Belongs 7 
To Stage Alone, Not Broadcasters 








Mexico City, Sept. 23. j|rights to ‘Don Juan’ presentations. 
Radio announcers throughout Mex- | pee — 4 tr egger ney oe 
- ; ; _ |cleaned up handsomely by radio- 
ico have been forbidden by the Na- publicized versions, 
| tional Theatrical Federation to par- | 
| ticipate this year (starting Nov. 2) in| Washinet Still th 
ashington.—Still another mem- 
Mexico’s ‘D of the D ‘rhe 
b » S ; . i Whe?! ber of the WJSV staff was lost to 
oma 3 pai 
© e deceased is paid! uncle Sam last week, when Charles 
| through the traditional ‘Don Juan 


(‘Shorty’) Parker, stock room super- 
intendent, received a 1-A rating 
| from his draft board, plus instruc- 


Federation figures that regul: ar} tions to report to the Army on Oct. 
| etame actors should enjoy exclusive} 13. 


anish trag- 
edy. 

















| 





4 TAKE the thousands of square “miles sound 
Baltimore, che thousands of square miles around 


Pittsburgh. 


= — | 











WHEN Markets expand, it’s time for advertisers 
to expand their coverage, too...with extra power 
where it's needed! 








NO LONGER is purchasing power huddled close 


circulating 


| 


millions-for-defense 


to the centers of these cities. Today the swiftly 


have already 


spread. far. afield.....where mill and factory and 
‘ farm are booming, beyond the metropolitan hori- 
zons of yesterday! 


Ohio —up and down the Monongahela Valley 


— smoke-stacks smudge the sky by day and 


crimson it by night 
changes hands. 


the expanded Pittsburgh market of 


Wheels turn. And money 
Across three state lines spreads 
TODAY! 


MILE after mile through Maryland — overflow: 


ing into Delaware and Virginia~-thriving farms 


and humming factories blanket with new pros- 


perity an area farger than many European coun- 


tries. That area—ei/ of it—is today’s expanded 





School Broadcast Conference will be | 


held in the Congress Hotel here 
Starting Dec. 3 and run through a 
three-day session. 

Harold Kent, chief of radio pro- 
grams for the Chicago school system 
and father of the Confernce, remains 
chairman of the meet. 


THE NETWORK MOST 


BALTIMORE Market! 








YOU'VE. something new to reach out, for — 
somerting bigger. And the Red Network of NBC 
ee something new and bigger to help” you 
“reach out. 


As KDKA and WBAL, 50,000watt stations in 
Pittsburgh and ers foin NBC Les they 





“Network 
Most People I Listen to Most“’—hundreds of 
thousands of new families eager to buy TODAY 





UNCHALLENGED DOMINANCE 


in Baltimore 


WBAL 


in Pittsburgh 


KDKA 32: 


WATTS 


50,000 
WATTS 




















PEOPLE LISTEN TO Most 
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P. & G. Serial to KNX for Dreft; 
Bond Clothing Stores on KHJ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


Biz went bounding last week and, 
aided by a strong pickup on the net- 
work front, totaled up a comfortable 


gain. For the first time since late 

Jast season, the unit count ap- 

proached the 19,000 figure. 
Especially optimistic last week 


was KNX, where Procter & Gamble 
made one of the biggest spot buys 
of the year. Five daytime quarter 
hours on a 52-week stretch were 
blocked off for ‘Lone Journey,’ 
which will carry the torch for Dreft. 
Currently KNX is using transcrip- 
tions five times a week for P & G’s 
dash. Smart pickup in Frisco, with 


four new contracts signed there, 
aided the local setup. 
KFI: Gallenkamp shoes, 13 half- 


hour broadcasts of ‘Prof. Puzzlewit,’ 
through Long Adv.; Brooks cloth- 
ing, 52 quarter-hour newscasts, 
through Stodel Adv.; McMahan fur- 
niture, 81 quarter-hour broadcasts 
of ‘The News Crier,’ through Ad 
Carpenter; Beckman fur, 52 an- 
nouncements, through Glasser-Gai- 
ley; Zeeman clothing, 35 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Cabbages and 
Kings,’ through Lockwood-Shackel- 
ford; Chevrolet, 26 announcements, 
through Campbell-Ewald. 

KNX: Procter & Gamble, 260 
quarter-hour transcriptions of ‘Lone 
Journey,’ through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert; Langendorf bakeries, 520 
announcements, through Leon Liv- 
ingston; Van Camp’s (beans), 26 one- 
minute transcriptions, through Cal- 
kins & Holden; Lever Bros., 89 time 
Signals through Young & Rubicam; 
Schwabacher & Frey (stationery), 
52 announcements, through W. Aus- 
tin Campbell; Edwards Coffee, 78 
announcements, through McCann- 
_ Erickson. 

KECA: Pennant oil, 52 quarter- 
hour broadcasts of ‘Don’t You Be- 
lieve It,’ through Brisacher, Davis; 
Frankie Gordon (credit clothing), 26 
quarter-hour recording periods, 
through Lockwood - Shackelford; 
Nesbitt fruit products, 13 quarter- 
hour transcriptions of ‘The Passing 
Parade,’ through Walter K. Neil: 
Thirty drug stores, 207 quarter-hour 
periods of war commentary by Wil- 
liam Parker, through Milton Wein- 
berg; Kelley Kar, 312 broadcasts of 








‘Sports Roundup,’ through Milton 
Weinberg. 

| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 

Network ., 12,529 12,234 +-2.4 

vee 4,831 4,762 +1.4 

Nat’l Spot.. 1,572 1,522 +3.2 

Tetal ...... 18.932 18,518 +2.2 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 





Minneapolis— Gordon Valentine, 
formerly with KSTP workshop, has 
returned to the station as an an- 
nouncer. 














Matinee Madness 


Ft. Wayne, Sept. 22. 
Ed King, emcee of ‘What’s 
Cookin’,” afternoon zany on 
WGL, takes over WOWO'’s ‘Mu- 
sical Clock’ show at 6 a.m. 
Show will be known as: ‘Mu- 
sical Clock—With the Musical 
Cluck.’ 


SHORT, SNAPPY 
AUTO IDEA 








With new 
leased or about to come out, 
mobile accounts are starting to take 
an interest in spot broadcasting. The 
indications are that in all instances 
it will be announcement campaigns 
of brief but intensive duration. 

Dodge and Buick have already 
made inquiries about availabilities 
and there are signs that similar ac- 
tion will soon come from Chevrolet 
and Packard. 


models either just re- 
auto- 





DETROIT RECOUPS 


Web, Spot on Upbeat—Football Aids 
Local 








Detroit, Sept. 23. 


Coming out of last week’s tailspin, 
Detroit heng up appreciable gains 
both in network and the national 
spot categories. With the former 
progressing better than 2% and the 
latter leaping up nearly 5%, it 
rounded out a completely healthy 
picture stacked up against the fig- 
ures for 1940. 

Although local business continued 
to fall off, it found all three cate- 
gories here ahead of the same list- 
ings a year ago. Local units were 
up 100 units over 1940 during the 
comparable week, network time was 
up 600 units while national spot was 
topping a year ago by 100 units. 
Imminence of football season here, 
with plentiful local time buying, will 
set the position of the six stations 








at a peak for this time of the year. 
Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 
Network 8,070 7,870 +2.5 
Local . . 11,127 11,689 —4,.8 
| Nat’l Spot.. 4,828 4,600 +4.9 
| re 24,025 24,159 —0.6 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 
WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 














RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
NEW YORK - DETROIT > CHICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO 


Olson Rug Ads On 
WLS; Ward Baking 
Contract to WGN 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

A nice variety of accounts sent 
units in the windy city on the way 
up this past week. Though local biz 
continues to lag, the next several 
weeks should bring improvement in 
that category, too. 

WLS: Consolidated Products, 15 
minutes three times weekly, through 
Mace agency; Edwards Tablet Co., 
for Parr Vitamins, five minutes 
three times weekly, through United 
Advertising Companies; Good & 
Reese Nursery, 15 minutes once 
weekly, through Leo Boulette; Dr. 
Hess & Clark, five minutes three 
times weekly, through N. W. Ayer; 
Flex-O-Glass Co., 15 minutes once 
weekly, through Presba, Fellers & 
Presba; Hulman Co., three an- 
|nouncements weekly, through Poll- 
yea agency; Jumbo Studios, three an- 
nouncements weekly, through Bu- 
chanan-Thomas; Iodine Educational 
Bureau, three announcements week- 
ly, through Simonds & Simonds; 
Utilities Engineering Institute, three 
15-minute periods weekly, through 
First United agency; Coyne Elec- 
trical School, 15 minutes once week- 
ly, through McJunkin agency; Olson 
Rug Co., three announcements week- 
ly, through Presba, Fellers & Pres- 
ba; Russell-Miller Co., three partici- 
pation announcements weekly, 
through N. W. Ayer; Procter & Gam- 
ble, for Ivory soap, chain breaks, 
through Compton Adv. 

WBBM: M. J. Lanahan Co., 15 
minutes each Saturday following 
football games, through Lane, Ben- 
son & McClure; Chevrolet Motors, 
19 announcements weekly, through 
Campbell-Ewald, Rival Co., temper- 
ature announcements six days week- 
ly, through Charles Silver; Luden’s 
Co., station break announcements, 
four times weekly, through J. M. 
Mathes; Local Loan Co., five minutes 
weekly in adidtion to current three 
15-minute periods weekly, through 
George Hartman. 

WIND: Ritter’s 





Furniture Store, 
seven hours weekly; Westminister 
Insurance Co., 15 minutes weekly, 
through Lane, Benson & McClure; 
Sunway Fruit Products Co., five 
minutes, six days weekly, through 
Schwimmer & Scott; Moskins Credit 
Clothing Co., three five-minute pe- 
riods and nine announcements week- 
ly W. G. Riley Jewelry, three five- 
minute periods weekly; Peoples 
Credit Clothing, three five-minute 
periods and 12 announcements week- 
ly; Cousins, Inc., six five-minute pe- 
riods and 18 announcements weekly; 
Weiboldt Foundation, 32 announce- 
ments weekly; Isabell’s Restaurant, 
four hours: nightly except Monday, 
when it is two hours. 

WMAQ: Schoenhofen - Edelweiss 
| Co., five minutes five times weekly, 
ithrough Western agency; Quaker 
| State Oil Co., three one-minute an- 
| nouncements weekly, through Ken- 
|yon & Eckhardt; Denton Sleeping 
Garment Mills, 14 one-minute an- 
nouncements, for two weeks, 
through the Reeves agency. 





Long agency; John Puhl Co., three 
15-minute periods weekly, through 
Cecil & Presbry; Van Dyck Cigars, 
15 minutes once weekly, through the 
Federal agency. 





| Comparative Unit Count 














% of 

Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 
Network 9,965 9,880 +-0.8 
| Local . 17,388 7,101 —4.0 
| Nat’! Spot.. 12,310 12,190 + 0.9 
| Beted...... 29,663 29,171 +-2.0 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


3 | EDWARD CLARK TO CANADA 





WLW Writer Tunes Up Wartime 
Mosquito Boats—Wife Stays Behind 





Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 

Edward Clark, who joined the 
WLW-WSAI publicity staff two 
months ago, will move along shortly 
to the Canadian fighting force as a 
mechanic. To prepare for an ex- 
amination, which he learned last 
week he passed, Clark took a special 
course in Diesel engine operation. 
His war job will be to keep Canadian 
mosquito boats in trim. 

His wife, Katharine Clark, will re- 
main here as woman news writer 
and commentator on WLW and 
WSAI and Crosley’s WLWO short- 
wave station. 





Seattle—Frank Cooley now an- 
nouncing at KIRO, Seattle. For- 
merly with KMOX, St. Louis, and 
KSLM, Salem, Ore. 








DES MOINES WEAKENS 


Spot Units Mount—But Others on 
Downbeat 





Des Moines, Sept. 23. 

National spot struck the only 
happy note hereabouts the past 
week, when it brushed off the minus 
sign for a gain of nearly three per 
cent. Both network and local biz 
tock a fast trip down, the latter cate- 
' gory skidding from plus 9.7 to minus 
2.7 per cent. 

KSO: Catspaw Rubber Heels, one 
minute announcements through S. S. 
Levyne Co.; Owens Illinois Glass Co., 
chain-break announcements, through 
D’Arcy Adv.; Tayton Cosmetics, 15- 
minute programs, through BBD&O; 
Postal Telegraph, three five-minute 
sports programs, through Biow Co.; 
Tanvilac Co., 15-minute programs, di- 
rect; Bulova Watch Co., chain-break 
announcements, through Biow Co.; 
Foreman & Clark, five time signals 
daily, through Allan L. Firestone; 
Gootch Milling Co., daily five-minute 
programs, through Potts-Turnbull; 
Chatham blankets, participation pro- 
gram, through M. H. Hackett; Miller 








bacones Mills, three quarter-hour pro- 


grams weekly, through Allen & Rey- 
nolds: Manchester Biscuit Co., one- 
minute transcriptions daily through 
Geo. H. Hartman; Sinclair Coal Co., 
three quarter-hour programs weekly, 
through Potts-Turnbull; Sargent 
Feed Co., five announcements weekly, 
through Fairall Adv.; Manhattan 
Soap Co., three quarter-hour news 
programs weekly, through Franklin 
Bruck; Simoniz Co., chain-break an- 
nouncements, through Geo. H. Hart- 
man; Iowa Roofing Co., participation 
program, through N. A. Winter; Pos- 
tal Telegraph Co., three quarter-hour 
news programs weekly, through 
Biow Co.; Bishop Cafeterias, partici- 
pation program, through Wells Bar- 
nett; Chrysler Corp., one-minute an- 
nouncements, through Lee Anderson; 
Colonial Oil Co., three quarter-hour 
programs per week, direct; Iowa 
Dairy Industries Commission, Iowa 
University football games, direct; 
Foreman & Clark, five time signals 
daily, through Allan L. Firestone. 








| Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 
Network 7,240 7,355 —1.4 
OT eee 3,668 3,570 —2.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,986 3,074 +2.8 
>, 13,894 13,999 —0.8 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





DST Ends Earlier in B.C. 


Victoria, B. C., Sept. 23. 
Premier T. D. Pattullo announced 








WGN: Ward Baking Co., three 15- | 
minute periods weekly, through the | 


British Columbia will revert to 
| standard time at midnight, Sept. 27, 
|instead of midnight Sept. 30, as pre- 
| viously planned. The provinces went 
on daylight saving time July 7 after 
it was decided that coast shipyards 
}engaged in war orders should have 


| 





| longer daylight working hours. 

| It was originally planned to con- 
|tinue fast time until at least late in 
1/1942, but Pattullo said it was felt 


{there would be no advantage keep- 
ling clocks ahead during dark winter 
| months. 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


BIZ BOOMING — 
IN SALT LAKE 


es 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 23. 

If Salt Lake radio has any worries 
these days it is wondering how to 
satisfy the Christmas time buyers if 
and when the Santa Claus contin- 
gent becomes active again. Predic- 
tions are for continued steady gains 
in all three categories, making every 
one very, very happy. 


Mel Wright, KSL conisol room su- 
pervisor, will be in charge of a 12- 
mike pickup for a broadcast of the 
Priesthood Pageant in the Mormon 
Tabernacle October 1, and Parley 
Baer, assistant Production Manager 
of KSL returns this week from two 
weeks on the Coast. 

At the Utah State Fair, both KSL 
and KDYL are working overtime. 
For KSL, promotion manager Perry 
Driggs and production manager 
Glenn Shaw are supervising a pub- 
lic address system on the Midway 
which will give pleasure seekers a 
5-minute news broadcast each hour. 
Announcers will rotate, with Wally 
Sandack taking the first shot Satur- 
day (20). 

KDYL for the second time are giv- 
ing fair-goers a demonstration of 
RCA Television, long time pet of 
S. S. Fox. general manager. Demon- 
stration is arranged along similar 
lines to the one at Treasure Island 
and is in charge of George Provol, 
production manager, and John M. 
Baldwin, chief engineer. New note 
is televised baby show, called Teletot. 
As child's image appears through re- 
ceiver it will be screened throughout 
fair grounds. Photographer will take 
picture from screen and parent will 
get a copy with certificate explain- 
ing that print is from televised pic- 
ture. Although Teletot show will not 
go on until last three days of Fair 
(25. 26, 27) and 200 little darlings 
will be handled daily, there will be 
many disappointed parents because 
six days before going into opening, 
all reservations had been grabbed up. 

Granite Furniture takes over the 
15 minute newscast of Tom Cafferty 
and Ed Letson, formerly aired for 
Frigidaire dealers at 10:30 a.m. Time 
will be unchanged. 

Walter Wagstaff, commercial man- 
ager of KDYL, has recently been 
appointed member of the Co-ordi- 
nating Committee of the Pacific Ad- 
vertising Association. 

KSL: Peter Paul, Inc. (candy), 
156 quarter-hour newscasts, through 
Brishacher, Davis; Lever Brothers 
(Rinso), eight one-minute spots, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Lion 
House Social Center, 52 announce- 
ments, direct; tah Association of 
Petroleum Dealers, two 50-word an- 
nouncements, direct; Utah State 
Fair, 16 50-word announcements, di- 


rect; Nehi Beverage, six evening 
chain breaks per week, through 
BBD & O; Coldway Tablets, series 
of daytime and evening. spots, 
through H. W. Kastor; renewal of 
Corn Products, five-minute news- 


cast weekly and daytime spot sched- 
ule. 











—_ 













In Ratio, too, 








Which reminds us that a /ow fre- 

uency station has plenty to be 
thankful for, too. The Jower the 
frequency the Jonger the wave- 
length; the /on ger the wave-length 
the stronger the signal. WMCA 
has New York's lowest frequency 
(570 ke.) with enough power 





War 
it's better to % 
CO 





at 


\ 
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(5000 watts) to reach 12,500,000 
people economically. Why be & 
giraffe when you can be a lion? 
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Interviews in Cocktail Lounge 


KYW Also Has New Gospel Singers Program for 


Little Crow 


+ 





Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 


A novel commercial program was 
sold by KYW last week. The Hote 
Warwick, one of Philly’s most ex- 
clusive hostelries, will sponsor a 15- 
minute show each Friday from its 
cocktail lounge on which prominent 
hotel guests will be introduced and | 
interviewed. The deal was set 
through the Al Paul Lefton agency. | 


’ 


KYW also sold ‘The Happy Clarks, 
gospel singers, to. the Little Crow 
Milling Co. (Coco Wheats) for 15 
minutes a day, Monday through Fri- 
day. 

A new WIP quiz show was pur- 
chased by Adams Clothes last week, 
titled ‘The Question Man.’ The sta- 
tion’s mobile crew makes the rounds 
of defense plants and athletic con-| 
tests quizzing employees and spec-| 
tators. It will be aired 15 minutes, | 
thrice weekly. 

KYW: Longines-Wittnauer Co. 
(watches), 30-minute musical pro- 
gram weekly, through Arthur Ro- 
senberg; Conti Products Corp. (sham- 
poo), five spots weekly, 13 weeks, 
through Bermingham, Castleman & 
Pierce; Shyrock Radio, 39 spots, 
through Hansell-Zook; Seven-Up 
(beverage), 130 spots, through J. M. 
Korn; McCall Corp. (Red Book), 
three spots weekly, through Joseph 
Katz; National Oil Products Co. 
(shampoo), 78 spots, through 
Charles Dallas Reach; Pall Malis, 24 
spots weekly, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan; Vick Chemical Co. (cough 
drops), 65 spots, through Morse In- 
ternational; Philadelphia Reading 
Coal & Iron Co., 52 spots, through 
McKee & Albright; Beech-Nut gum, 
65 spots, through Newell-Emmett; 
Bryant Air Conditioning, 13 spots, 
through Albert H. Dorsey; Hardwick 
& Magee (rugs), 52 spots, through 
Harry Feigenbaum; Arrow Stores 
(drugs), 78 spots, through Feigen- 
baum; Chevrolet autos, 36. spots, 
through Campbell-Ewald; Citizens 
Non-Partisan Committee (political), 
20 spots, through Philip Klein; Per- 
fection Stove Co., three five-minute 
et.’s weekly, through McCann- 











Erickson. 

WCAU: Evening Public Ledger, | 
two spots weekly (before and after | 
Penn football broadcasts), through | 
Benjamin Eshelman; John F. Jelke 
Co. (margarine), 15-minute musical 
program, 39 weeks, through Young 
& Rubicam; Smith Brothers (cough | 


drops), 252 spots, through J. D. 
Tarcher; Natural Casing Co. (sau- | 
sages), 22 participations on Laura| 


May Stuart program, through Charles | 


Silver; M & M Candies, 52 spots, 
through Lord & Thomas; Philadel- | 
phia Coal & Iron Co., 78 spots, | 
through McKee & Albright; Wilen 


Wines, five-minute news show across 
the board, through Frank A. Well- 


man, 33 weeks. | & 


WFIL: Owen-Iilinois Glass Co., | 
one spot weekly, through D'Arcy | 
agency; Quaker Oats Co., three 15- | 
minute e.t.’s weekly, through Ruth-| 
rauff & Ryan; O’Sullivan Rubber Co. | 
(heels), 12 participations in musical | 
roundup weekly, through Berming- | 
ham, Castleman & Pierce; American | 
Cigarette & Cigar Co. 41 spots! 
weekly, through Ruthrauff & Ryan. |! 

WIBG: Commonwealth Optical | 
Co., 39 spots, through Pollock agen- | 
cy; Pierce-Phelps (food products), 


six five-minute newscasts weekly, 
through Adrian Bauer. 

WPEN: Ben Wilks. (clothes), 15- 
minute news show daily (Norman 
Jay). 
| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 
Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 

Network ,., 9,551 9,305 12.6 
Local ..... - 19,937 20,211 —1.3 
Nat'l Spot.. 5,806 5,453 }-6.4 | 
Total ..... . 35,295 34,969 + 0.9) 





LOCAL BOTTLERS 
PLACE NEHI BIZ 


Nehi (Crown Cola) will continue 
on spot this fall with one-minute 
announcements. These will be 
placed direct by local bottlers. 

Account has been furnishing the 
bottlers with five-minute transcrip- 
tions of Sheldon and Howard rou- 
tines. 








Milling Co. 


SOCONY-VACUUM BUYS 





NEWSCASTS ON KCMO. 





Kansas City, Sept. 23. 
Fall increases for the town are not 
likely to be of proportion they have 
been in past as last summer’s drop- 
off was not as heavy as of other 
summers, 


Best increase of the week was at | 


WHB, which took on a new schedule 
for Milgram Stores with Mary Neal 
as Marian Milgram broadcasting 
three food quarter hours daily, six 
days weekly on a thirteen week con- 
tract. 

Baseball bid farewell to KCKN as 
the Kansas City Blues dropped out 


of the American Association play- | 


offs early in the week. This will 
cut heavily into national spot units 


a a TD 





-|at this station, but increases in local | 


accounts will likely absorb it soon. | 


KCMO listed several new con- 


tracts with several more expected to | 


be confirmed within the week. Peter 
Paul candies, through PlatteForbes, 
placed contract for five announce- 
ments daily, five days per week, 13 
weeks; Socony-Vacuum began a 
daily quarter-hour newscast for 26 
weeks on Sept. 11, placed through 
J. Stirling Getchell; Webster-Eisen- 
lohr, for Tom Moore cigars, two an- 
nouncements daily for ten weeks 
through N. W. Ayer, Pabst Sales Co. 
signed for the 11 o’Clock Final, hour 
program daily six times weekly for 
52 weeks, placed direct. 











| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Sept. 20. Sept. 13. Change 
Network 6,905 6,905 *, 
Local .... 5,139 5,363 —4.2 
Nat'l Spot. 6,020 6,000 + 0.3 
ee 18,064 18,268 —1.1 | 





*No change. 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 
KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 





Stamford, 
commanding 
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French Canadian Village Life Serial 
Revived in Quebec by General Foods 


WRUL’s New Abilities 
To Reach Far Places 


Boston, Sept. 23. | for 39 weeks, under sponsorship of 
WRUL is the first short wave sta- | General Foods of Canada, Ltd., for 
tion in the country to optain the | Jello and Jello Pudding. 
FTC’s permission to operate on three} ‘Cure de Village’ ran for years up 
beams, and will now be able to! to end of 1938 when Choquette dis- 
blanket Europe. ;}continued it. Telling the troubles, 
The World Wide Broadcasting tribulations, amusements and general 
Corporation now operates WRUL | Jollity of a village priest and his 
and WRUW. The call letters for its | Parishioners, it was typically French- 
third station have not been assigned. | Canadian and had an immense fol- 
¢ | lowing throughout the province of 








Montreal, Sept. 23. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is 
reviving ‘Cure de Village’ (Village 
| Parson), Robert Choquette opus, 
| Oct. 1 from 8-8:30 p.m. Thursdays 





President Walter S. Lemmon of | ; 
the corporation explained, ‘We now Quebec. 
will be able to reach all of Central| ‘Cure de Village’ will be broadcast 
and South America and Mexico | over CBF, CBV (Quebec City); CBJ, 
simultaneously. The additional beam | Chicoutimi; and CKCH, Hull, vir- 
will enable us also to send one/|tually blanketing the whole prov- 


broadcast to all of Europe and the| ince. French-Canadians in the New 


Yudain news at WSRR. Yudain was | British Isles, central Europe, includ- | England states were a considerable 
| ing Germany, the Balkans, Italy and | factor in the audience reaction pre- 


late Heywood Broun’s m.e. on Con- 
necticut Nutmeg. 


Africa.’ viously. 











WBAL defense-payroll zone...an area 
no advertiser can afford to ignore. 


For WBAL hurls your selling message 
with tex times the power of Mary- 
+ see 
with six tzmes the power of ALL 


land's next-strongest station 





So OIIOOO 





x 
ANN ROR 












other Maryland stations combined! 


only '$0,000-watt station-— blankets the 
thousands of square miles of boom. 
ing factories and farms within the rich 


On October first, WBAL joins the 
network most people listen to most. 





We bring an audience prosperous,” 
loyal and large — placing within the 
Red Network Station Area around 
Baltimore thousands wore radio families 
than ever before!... National Broad- 
“easting Company,a Radio Corporation 

of America Service. 


WBAL 
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FCC RESUMES PROBE INTO NEWSPAPERS; 
USING HEARST, K. C. STAR SITUATIONS 


Anti-Labor Allegations in KYA, San Francisco, Case 
Underscored by Commish Lawyers—Newspaper 


Deal With ASCAP Is Brought Up 


Washington, Sept. 23 

Every little mis-step on the part of 
newspapers with radio outlets 
a special meaning all its own to the 
FCC lawyers digging up evidence to 
help the kilocycle cops decide 
whether press ownership of stations 
is in accord with the public interest. 
Resumed hearings last week drove 


; James L. Fly admitted the exhibits | 


has | 


as evidence, often urging the lawyers 
to speed presentation of the docu- 
ments and cutting short any verbal 


| explanations of their meaning. 


Points of Emphasis 
The observers were bewildered by 


| failure of the Commish attorneys to 


|try to draw conclusions 


home the apparent determination of | 


the Commish barristers to make out 
a case that would warrant adopting 
a policy or proposing amendments 


to the law forbidding publishers to} 


have any interest in the broadcasting 
business. 
Two distinct situations were spot- 


from the 
visual information but more or less 
agreed the objective was probably 
to establish these points: 

1. Hearst is anti-labor, so pub- 
lishers must be forbidden to run 


'radio stations if unions are to have 
|any means of getting their message 


lighted last week, Iearst’s operations | 


in San Francisco and the Kansas 
City Star’s conduct. Proceedings 
were unique because of the small 
amount of oral testimony. The FCC 
attorneys, who prowled through files 
armed with subpoenas, were more 
interested in bringing into view let- 
ters, memoranda, messages, and sim- 
jlar material, with the result that 
some 120 exhibits were added to the 
rapidly-mounting pile of documen- 
tary information. For minutes at a 
stretch, the shuffle of papers was in- 
terrupted only by subordinate re- 
marks about the source from which 
the material was obtained. Regu- 
larly as a metronome, Chairman 





over to the nation. 

2. The K. C. Star puffed its own- 
outlet, WDAF, more than the rival 
plants, so the only way all operators 
can enjoy the same amount of pub- 
licity is to see that no newspaper is 
affiliated with a station. 

3. Newspaper-broadcasters gained 
an advantage over other stations in 
dealing with ASCAP. 

4. Rate differentials accorded 
newspaper-owned stations by the 
publishers and vice versa violate the 
public interest. 

5. Newspapers are more anxious 
to keep news off the air than to pro- 
vide listeners with a full report of 
what’s happening around the globe. 

The case for newspaper ownership 





was developed through cross-ques- 
tioning of E. J. Stoer, general man- 
ager of Hearst Radio, Inc., and his 


| 


that the Hearst 


chains 
International 


see that no 
Hearst-owned 


| 
| 
Service. 

70 Out of 3,000 


Bulk of the exhibits lifted from the | 
Hearst files—the Commish snoopers | the de 


gathered 3,000 documents, but placed 
less than 70 of them in the record 


Service and now-defunct Universal | stand. 


[ tions. Evidence included diechenave | ehine and finally grew into ‘a beay. 
people wanted to | tiful baby—and we love it.’ 

radio-restrict Associated Press, but! 
were put on/| broadcasters 
News brought out while Fitzer was on the 


The relations between newspaper. 
and ASCAP was 
Much was made of the fact 
'that the press-owned stations 
joyed a lower tariff from 
| 1941, 


en- 
1932 to 
with Chairman Fly inquiring 
| persistently what ASCAP got out of 


al engineered by Fitzer, Wal. 
iter Damm (WTNJ), and Lambkin 
;Kay (WSB). At first he insisted 


predecessor, Emile J. Gough; Roy related to the KYA situation. Gist the group had a clear understanding 


Roberts, Kansas City Star managing 
editor; and Don Davis, president of 
WHB, Kansas City. But the at- 


| William A. Porter, and Arthur G. 
| Scharfeld - had to pull teeth, for the 
tion about the possible advantages of 
tie-ups. 
Roy Roberts Heard 

Newspapers have 
greatly to the advancement of radio, 
the witnesses agreed. 


running radio stations 
two media ‘go hand in hand.’ 
believed newspapers made ‘big c¢ 
tributions’ toward broadcasting in- 
dustry growth, carrying over tne 
idea of public service and setting 
examples in ethics. Davis, surpris- 
ing the FCC barristers with his 
friendliness toward the press, felt 
that ‘radio is the long arm of jour- 
nalism . 
tion is a logical development for the 
dissemination of news.’ 

While Gough and Stoer were on 
the stand, the Commish found out 
considerable about the trouble KYA 
had over labor union programs. 
Minor issues were the Hearst atti- 
tude toward sponsored news, sale of 
news by press services to broadcast- 
ing stations, and the relations be- 
tween Hearst papers and Hearst sta- 


Gough 
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GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE. Network radio 
beats the barrier of distance. It not 


only blankets the big cities, but reaches 
outside to the towns and hamlets 
where the rest of your customers live. 

Out West the Columbia Pacific 
Network covers, with primary inten- 
sity, 3363 big cities and towns at night 
---2566 by day...in addition to the 
vast rural area in between. All at an 
average time-cost of only 21¢ per 
town at night, 14¢ by day! 


va» \t takes both to sell whole market 





Families in 


group spend 


ECONOMIC PENETRATION. Radio uniquely 
cuts through all income levels—high, 
middle, and low. 


the top-third income 


only 6% less time at 


their radios than those in the lowest 
third. So one radio campaign sells all 
groups ...economically!...from the 
uppercrust deep down into the mass 
market where volume sales grow. 
Especially on Columbia-Pacific where 
you get /istening families 3 for a penny! 


Your budget goes farther, covers the whole West, sells more goods—when you use... 





COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


Palace Hotel, San Francisco » Columbia Square, Los Angeles 


A DIVISON OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Represented Nationally by RADIO SALES with offices in New York, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, and St. Louis 


Roberts re-| nto t : 
marked that ‘radio would be a lot, acknowledged, was inspired by dual| Furthermore, he noted, the arrange- 


better off if we had more newspapers | Motives—to promote the papers and | ment was made at a time when it 
because the)! 


. Newspaper radio opera-’ 


of them was that Hearst 
wanted desperately to oust the CIO 


| program, exercised strict censorship 
torneys for the publishers—Louis G./ to discourage the AFL, tried to play | after being shown the memorandum 
Caldwell, Judge Thomas D. Thatcher,| up to industrialists, and feared the|}embodying the understanding, that 
| labor broadcasts would hurt Exam 


iner and Call-Bulletin advertising. 
Harold Myers, KYA 
manager, on getting rid of the Fed- 
eration program, and instructed him 


Hearst5s venture into radio, Gough 


to prevent loss of advertising. 
In the course of time Hearst poli- 


mish learned. Though the publisher 
mostly differed with others of 
fraternity who considered radio a 
major menace, he was on and off of 
the bandwagon. Brief reference was 
made to the interval when Hearst 
papers, in common _ with others, 
dropped all logs. Gough acknowl- 
edged attempts to hamper Trans- 


tha 
url 


the Hearst papers did not penalize 
stations which took that service. 
When the short-lived Press-Radio 
Agreement was in force, Hearst in- 
sisted his papers should continue 
broadcasting as before, suggesting 
the pact might be revised if limita- 
tions were too tough. 


Fitzer on ASCAP 


The Kansas City situation was ex- 
amined from an entirely different 
angle. After inducing Roberts and 
Dean Fitzer, the WDAF manager, to 
boast, Commish attorneys unwrapped 
exhibits tending to show how the 


phoned news than any other outlet. 
Fitzer was quizzed particularly about 
the paper’s program listings—which 
FCC lawyers pointed out were by no 


means complete—and puffing of 
WDAF far more than any other 
transmitter. 


was registered by Roberts, who was | 
momentarily embarrassed by refer- | 
ences to his years-old opinions on} 
the relationship between radio and 
the press. The Star m.e. said the 
evil in sponsored news is the fre- 
quency of repetition, because there | 
just isn’t enough interesting new ma- | 
terial to justify hourly broadcasts. 

The Star felt when radio came} 


said. Though many other publishers 
feared broadcasting would result in 
a loss of circulation and then dwin- 
dling revenues, the Star had a dif- 
ferent slant. At the beginning, how- 
ever, radio was a parasite and had 
to be supported for a long time, he 
said; it gained the status of a step- 


| Telling 


Radio’s development, though he said! 


Star discriminated against rival sta- 
tions and gave the public less micro- | 


Deep opposition to sponsored news | 


along that the innovation was some-| Saturday (27). 
thing to be watched closerly, Roberts | 


people | with E. Claude Mills of ASCAP that 


| there would not be any publicity 
| pay-off, but finally acknowledged, 


| 


the copyright pool 
concessions 


manager 
in return for 


made 
newspa- 


‘ » S] . | ’ . : 
| Commish lawyers never put a ques-|The Commish learned that Stoer| pers’ promotion of music via news 
| complimented 


Stories. ‘Fitzer argued, however, 
that the formula covering the press- 
|owned stations was not as good as 





contributed | to Tefuse to renew the CIO contract | that gained by the networks, so that 
| when it expired a year ago. 


|;mewspapers cannot be accused of 
jtrying to gain unfair advantage. 


| was everybody for himself and the 
|industry’s united front had broken 


n-| cies shifted back and forth, the Com- | down. 


Don Davis Friendiy 

of his experiences, Don 
| Davis testified that WHB got satis- 
|factory treatment from the Star, on 
|'the whole. The commish attorneys, 
though, put in evidence photostats of 
la six-column Star photograph in 
which the letters on WHB's banner 
and on KMBC’s mike had _ been 
blacked out. Davis acknowledged 
that between 1935 and 1939 when the 
station was party to a trade deal 
WHB was the only station with a 
full program listing in the Drover’s 
Telegram. Though the Star doesn’t 
always give as much publicity as 
he’d like, Davis felt he received fair 
treatment from the paper and felt 
| the only thing to be desired is better 
| typography for station logs. Better 
|newspaper listings generally would 
|mean more listening, he observed. 





Dorothy Whyte Daily On 
| CEFCF for Imperial Acct. 


| Montreal, Sept. 23. 
Canadian Marconi CFCFC has new 
| series of programs starting Sept. 30, 
| daily from 6:30 to 6:45 p. m., under 
| name of ‘Hoedown,’ sponsored Im- 
|} perial Tobacco. Topliner will be 
| Dorothy Whyte, of Winnipeg. 

| Show replaces ‘Light Up and Lis- 
ten’ for same sponsors. 


WISMER’S FOOTBALL HOP 
Detroit and Chicago Games His 
Chore in One Day 

Detroit, Sept. 23 

Covering two football games 300 
miles apart on the same day is the 
trick Harry Wismer, gridiron broad- 
caster for WXYZ, will have to pull 
In the afternoon he 
will broadcast the season opener be- 
tween Michigan and Michigan State 
from Ann Arbor. 

Game is expected to end around 5 
p.m. when he will fly to Chicago 
where at 8:30 p.m. he is scheduled to 
cover the Detroit Lions-Chicago 
Cardinals professional game from 
| Comiskey Park. 
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This Rich 


TVAAREA.. 


Thru Tennessee's 


— Pioneer Station 


Wa rich - market, this teeming 


TV-Area, where multidollar spending on 


defense needs sends payrolls sky- 


rocketing, sets coin streaming across 
counters! 
A vital market with sales potentiais 


mountain-clinibing daily, and Tennessee's 
oldest radio station carries your product 
ht along with the. rise! 
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A Radio Man Hears About ‘Morale’ 





Soldiers Say in Louisiana It’s Not Them But Civilians 
Who Need Pepping Up 


By CECIL CARMICHAEL 
(of WLW-WSAI-WLWO, 
Cincinnati) 





Baton Rouge, La., Sept. 23. 

‘What the hell are you gonna do 
about it?’ 

We were sitting on the ground ata 
command post 10 miles back from 
the highway in the bayou country of 
Louisiana. All around us were the 
quiet sounds of the headquarters 
staff of the Second Army Air Task 
Force making preparations to move 
to another post farther to the west 
and closer to the enemy territory. 

The Sergeant, a former filling sta- 
tion attendant, lighted a cigarette 
with a match cupped in his’ brown, 
hard hands. 

‘These men are not traitors,’ he said. 
They aren't slackers. They believe in 
this country and its freedom as much 
as you or I and it’s unfair and insult- 
ing to them to write stories and 
broadcast reports about their low 
morale. Look. 

Inside a huge, canvas-topped truck, 
a group of soldiers were leaning over 
a desk drawing up a transportation 
chart. We got the M.P. and went 
over. Aiter the usual exchange of 
courtesies, I bumptiously asked them 
the same question I had put to scores 
of other soldiers. 

‘Morale? What the hell is that? If 
it means being willing to march and 
miss meals and sleep on the ground 
when you get to sleep at all and be a 
traffic cop for a herd of these babies 
and like it, we got plenty of morale. 
Who are you, a newspaper writer?’ 

‘No, I’m a radio man.’ 

There followed quickly a barrage 
of jibes which, though good-natured, 
stung worse than the bayou 
quitoes. 

‘Do most of the fellows feel about 
the army as you do”’ 

‘Yea, all of ‘em I know like it. 
Some gripe about little things that 
come up now and then, but hell, 
there ain’t any more to gripe about 
in the army than there is at home is 
the way most of us feel about it.’ 

The Sergeant and the M.P. and I 
went back to the WLW mobile unit. 


The Question 

‘You see, the Sergeant said, ‘all 
these reports about low morale in 
the army are exaggerated all out of 
bounds. I’ve even had letters from 
home saying some people were whis- 
pering around that if the boys didn’t 
get out by October, there was going 
to be wholesale desertions and that 
if the President sent us out of this 
country to fight there’d be revolt 
That’s a lot of damn lies and I know 
it. I’ve been in this army now over 
a year and I know what I’m talking 
about. It’s the people who have the 
low morale, not the soldiers. He 
Stopped and took a long draw on hi: 
cigarette and in the bright head- 
lights of the mobile unit he looked 
me straight in the eye.’ 


mos- 


“What the hell are you gonna do 
about it?’ 
That’s the question a_ sergeant 


passed on to me at midnight in the 
Swamp woods camp of a command 
post in the bayous of the manuever 
area in Louisiana. Under the bushes 
and in their jeeps and blitz buggies 
and on cots and hammocks under the 
trees, soldiers 


all around us were 
Sleeping a few winks before their 
move at daybreak, and the planning 


and operations officers and men were 
busy on their maps and typewriters 
Low morale, as far as they were con- 
cerned, was something they 
even care to dream about, 
from their lusty snores. 

During the time the seven-man 
staff of WLW was in the maneuve! 
area, we travelled hundreds of miles 
back and forth between points as 
widely separated as Monroe and 
Baton Rouge. We talked to and in- 
terviewed on the air scores of sol- 
diers of all grades, from privates to 
major-generals, and we came away 
with this impression: the army has 
done a magnificent job, both as to 
its men and its materials. 

Shouting for Latins 

Instances of morale could be mul- 
tiplied by the hundreds. On the 
Saturday night before the combat 
maneuvers between the Red and 
Blue armies was to begin Sunday 
midnight, the personnel division ar- 
ranged a boxing program in the 
baseball park of a small Louisiana 
town. One of the bouts was to be 
fought by two former golden gloves 
national champions and the park was 


didn’t 
judgins 


crowded with about three. thousand 


! . ; 
| Soldiers, whooping and hollering un- 


der the brilliant lamps as happily 
as a Thanksgiving football mob. We 
were going to broadcast the main 
match in Spanish over WLWO to 
our Latin-American network and 
just before the show started the 
master of ceremonies told the sol- 
diers about the broadcast and asked 
them what kind of a greeting and 
impression did they want to send to 
Latin-America. The response of 
.|cheers and applause could be heard 
all over town. 


‘If their morale were low 
think they would cheer 
for ANYBODY’S benefit ’ 
onel in charge asked me. 


And for that matter, if their mor- 
ale were low, do you think those 
soldiers would have been interested | 
in watching or participating in a 
boxing match after they had worked 


, do you 
like that 
the Col- 








| hitchhikers, 
| big. 


like mules in the maneuvers for a 
month and still had perhaps a month 
even harder to go? 


They realize that the army isn’t 
fully equipped yet, but they know 
the equipment is on the way, and 
they're eager for it; they gripe a lit- 
tle about not having it, but it’s only 


| because they're anxious to get going 
|}and do the job. 


They Take It Big 

No, the low morale is not in the 
soldiers. They’re iooking to the peo- 
ple to find out who is behind the 
campaign to drop unsigned letters 
along the roadside with stories of 
soldier dissatisfaction and _ trouble, 
evidently hoping the letters will get 
to the newspapers. 

The soldiers don’t mind waiting in 
line two hours to make a long dis- 
tance telephone call to their girl 
friends, when they have enough 
money to make the call at all; they 
don’t mind the inconvenience of not 
being able to buy little knick-knacks 
in small towns that have been com- 
pletely bought out by their buddies; 
they grouse a bit about not having 
enough money to pay their trans- 
portation home when they get a fur- 
lough and about motorists passing 
them up as though they are common 
but they take it pretty 








Time Jam Puts Burns and Allen On 
Discs for Chicago, Other Big Towns: 
Account Split Between NBC, CBS 


Difficulties in clearing time on 
NBC red network by Young & Rubi- 
cam for its Burns and Allen Swan 
soap program has forced the agency 
to utilize one of the most unique 
split chain setups ever contrived for 
full national coverage. Preempted 
time in the east and desire of Y & R 


| to air the show at the best available 


peak periods has made necessary an 
arrangement whereby the program 


will split between NBC and Co- 
lumbia. 
Red web gets the live show 


while transcriptions will be used on 
11 CBS outlets, including such im- 
portant centers as Chicago, St. Louis, 
Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Minne- 
apolis and Dallas. Show airing out 
of NBC here on Tuesdays will be 


|heard on other nights over CBS. 
Coverage is so split up the Coast re- 
broadcast will reach the northeast, 


midwest and south and blanket 
more areas than the initial airing. 
Program tees up Oct. 7, airing 


through the unoccupied areas of the 
east at 7:30 p.m. (EST), with the re- 
peat at 6 p.m. (PCT) for the Coast 
and other points. 





Louisville—Howard Perry, for- 
merly commercial manager WTAG, 
Wooster, Mass., and Manager WCAX, 
Burlington, Vt., has been named 
sales manager of WGRC. Jack 


Robertson, sports announcer, re- 
cently with a station in Monroe, La., 
has returned to WGRC to resume 





his sport airings. 








acetate 
——_—_—- 

















Rau. Pioneer radia voice of the world 
| Pittsburgh’s on/y 50,000-watt station, 

KDKA reaches up and down the rich 

regions of the Tri-State area—all well 

inside the defense- prosperity zone— 

with the impact that on/y a 50,000-watt 

station can deliver! 


That's ten fame the power of weitere 





more than four times the power 





and 
combined} 


On October first, Westinghouse Sta- 
tion KDKA takes its place in the NBG’ 
RED Network, Which is anothel’ ay 


Jere ney a Radio Cor- 
poration of America Service. 





of all fowr other Pittsburgh stations 








“KOKA, 


PITTSBURGH'S ONLY 50,000-WATT STATION 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 








WJR. Detroit, officials entertained 200 Detroit busin 
Friday at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club to meet the All-American halfback, 
Tom Harmon, who is the station’s new sports director, The same day, his 
draft board in Gary, Ind., deciding his film earnings had cushioned his 


The same day he opened a series 


parents, put Harmon in 1-A 
Harmon of Michigan,’ at the 


appearances in conjunction with his picture, 
Fox theatre. 


ess executives last 


of personal 


Harmon's first radio assignment will come this Friday night when he 
previews Saturday's football games for WJR. Next day he wiil broadcast 
the Mickigan-Michigan State game from Ann Arbor. He's lined up for a | 


heavy schedule unless Uncle Sam beckons him. 


Mutual network and NBC’s cousin, RCA Victor, have gotten together 


on an exploitation campaign for the Philadelphia orchestra, which the net- | 


work broadcasts and Victor records. The tieup, 
affiliates by the web’s publicity director, Lester Gottlieb, invelves pub- 
licity in Victor house organs which go to 150,000 subscribers and 14,000 
dealers, mailing of pieces to educational outlets, dealer window screens, 
mention of the Mutual broadcasts in 1,200,000 counter supplements and 
regular plugs in Victor publicity matter send record reviewers and music 
edtiors. In return for all this the broadcasts themselves will speak of the 
orchestra's recordings but without direct reference to RCA Victor. 





Chase & Sanborn show has a 
diet of Charlie Mc- 


Due for a lot of roaming this season, 
ticket problem on its hands. Educated to a weekly 
Carthy and his antics, retailers of the java have come 
at regular intervals. What with the show to make out of town pitches, 
mostly in army camps, every other week, J. Walter Thompson has partly 
solved the dilemma. Last Sunday’s broadcast was from the Los Angeles 
Ambassador (Hotel) theatre with its seating for 1,300. NBC studio, where 
show has originated for years, holds around 300. Both sponsor and agency 
favor large audiences for the program, serving as it does a dual purpose. 


J. Walter Thompson agency has reconciled itself to a marked increase 
of delayed broadcasts for its Ballentine show (Milton Berle-Charles Laugh- 
ton) on Mutual when Canada Dry debuts its ‘Michael and Kitty Pepper’ 
series on the NBC-Blue Oct. 3. The Mutual hookup now includes about 
a dozen Blue affiliated stations and since the two programs are in opposi- 
tion (Friday, 9:30-10 p.m.) these affiliates will be required by NBC to 
turn the period over to Canada Dry acccrding to the options held by the 
latter network. The stations concerned will have no recourse but to take 
the Mutual program off on disc and air it later the same night. 





Albert D. Lasker, chairman of the Lord & Thomas board, declares that | 
there was no basis whatever for the report that he and a Chicago syndi- | 
cate were interested in buying the NBC-Blue. He says he has never dis- | 
cussed the subject with David Sarnoff, RCA prez, or anybody else; that | 
he is not getting together a syndicate for a deal and that any such con- 
nection would be contrary to one of his agency’s fundamental policies, | 


that is, not holding a financial interest in an advertising medium used by 
clients. 





WNOX, Knoxville, through its publicity director, Charles Ben Davis, 
has organized a regular weekly gossip column about radio programs which 
Is gOing in mat form to 15 papers in the area. 


from CBS publicity material, but there is a minimum of WNOX identifica- | 


tion so as to invite maximum use as ‘use at will’ filler. Stuff carries an 
automatic kill date so that stale stuff can’t get published accidentally. 





Capt. Elliott Roosevelt, who has been on active duty for the past year, 





= 








2 CHOICE 
NEWS STRIPS 


WAKR Akhiou 


12-12:15 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 


6-6:15 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 


WIRE or PHONE WAKR 


INTERNATIONAL 
RADIO SALES 


New York—20 East 57th Street—Plara 8-2600 
Chicogo— 326 W. Madison Ave.— Central 4547 
San Francisco — Hearst Building — Douglas 2536 


WAKR goes 5000 watts (is) OCT. 1 


Akron’s Only 
NBC Outlet 





as reported to Mutual | 


to expect ducats | 





Material is mostly borrowed } 


A Woman’s Privilege | Be nnett Cerf, wife of the Random 
A champ availer of Woman’s| House publisher, said they were 
| Privilege turned up this week in | here for a 10-day shopping orgy. 

| Nancy (Boomerang) Kelly. Ticketed The star-dusting Siratoliners 
'for Los Angeles, Miss Kelly set forth | dusted. in from the Coast, among | 
| aboard a TWA Stratoliner 9:30 Wed- | others, such stars as Charles Co- | 

inesday (17) night. At Chicago she |burn, Ella Logan, Joe E. Brown, 
suddenly changed her mind, hopped | Douglass Montgomery and Frank | 

linto a waiting east-bound Strato- | | Ross, and carried out Barney Bala- 

liner and boomeranged straight back | ban, Paramount prexy, and Lord 

'to New York. Only clue was the | Louis Mountbatten, Milton (Terry 

2 ‘ a 


| 





Sponsor Broadcasts and Likes It 


San Antonio, Sept. 23. 

When the regular announcer of the ‘Kallison’s Trading Post’ program 
went on kis vacation last week, Perry Kallison, owner of the store, 
asked the station to allow him to take over. 

He now reports that a closer bond of friendship is being formed 
between himselt and the customers that he serves. Customers come in 
the store and say how much better it is to deal with a firm that takes 
time to have the owner talk to them about world conditions and prices 
of merchandise. Kallison plans to continue to produce the program 
himself henceforth. 








has reported for duty at Kelly Field, San Antonio, for a course in navi- 
gation. He will be under instruction in the school until about Dec. 27 and 
will be transferred to the aircraft observation corps at Brooks Field for 
duty on Jan. 24. 





‘Community Singing’ over the air is an idea of WLOL for a Sunday 
afternoon program, It's called ‘The People Sing’ and Harry Anderson, who 
conducts community sings in the public parks during the summer, en- 
courages listeners-in to sing familiar songs in their homes as he shows the 
way by warbling the words and melodies. 


speechmaker for the National Council on 
Children’s Programs, is off again. This time it’s just a short trip of three 
months involving 26 states. In each burg the club women interested in 
radio programs will get an early start and talk straight through into the 
night, 


Dorothy Lewis, gadabout 


Sidney Marshall, writer on ‘First Nighter,’ ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ 
‘Grand Central Station’ and other shows, will have his first novel published 
fhis week. It’s tagged ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Morrow), It’s a mystery and, 
as might be expected, is localled in a radio station. Guy murdered is a 
director in a Chicago station. 





KSTP music librarians report ‘a lulu of.a call’ It was from Baby Diaper 
Service Co., Minneapolis, who wanted to know if ‘Rock A-Bye Baby’ is a 
cleared number. The didee-washing outfit proposed to use it on their truck 
horns for an advertising gag. 











 $.A. OK for U.S. Singers 


ug, Continued from page 2 








| 








Lake Thursday 
and Lake, 


- irt a coast-to-coast U. S. tour Mon- (18). Misses 


|day (22). 


ence 
| Shirley 


greeted by Mrs. 


12 SPONSORS 
ON ONE SHOW 


St. Louis, Sept. 23 

A new high in co-sponorship of a 
local program was registered when 
an even dozen bankrollers pitched 
in to finance the ‘M. J. B.’ program, 
which is run in two sections daily 
over KWK. On from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. 
and from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m., program 


features Myron J. Bennett, who 
spiels his own brand of homely 
philosophy and recites poems; tran- 


scription music by the KDK orch: 
warbling by Lon Saxon; organ solos 
by Rich Hayes; interviews and in- 
formal gab. 

Some of the participating sponsors 
have bought spot announcements 
while others are bankrolling five- 
minute segments of the show. Spon- 
sors are Louis Greenfield, local fur- 
| rier; Silbrecht-Burke, local Packard 

distributor; Histeen Tablets; Pepsi 
|Cola; Baldwin Piano Co.; University 

City Federal Savings and Loan Co., 
| Wagener Stoker Co., the Drive In 
Theatre, Triple A Advertising Car- 
riers for Climaline, the Alton Box 
Board Co., the Landers Pearlman 
Fur Co., and the Kroger Grocer and 
Baking Co. 


RCA Stockholders Balk 
At Settling $500,000,000 
Smt for Mere Millon 


Six minority stockholders of Ra- 
|; dio Corp. of America will apply to 
N.Y. supreme court today (Wednes- 
day) to vacate and set aside a court 
order, which referred a $500,000,000 
stockholder action against the com- 
pany, its officers and directors, Gen- 
eral Electric Co., and Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., to referee Abra- 
ham J. Halprin for hearings starting 
Oct. 1. The referee will consider an 
| offer of the last two corporations to 
settle the suit for $1,000,000. 

The minority 
|charge that the offer 
and will ask that the 
Westinghouse will also 
court to 
| holder 














will 
is inadequate 
trial go on. 
apply to the 
consolidate all the stock- 
actions and to restrain any 


stockholders 














recollection of LaGuardia attaches | and the Pirates’ ) Caniff went the | of them from proceeding against the 
that she had hada lengthy phone pide way to Chicago, Friday (19) | defendants until the referee has de- 
eonfab with husband Edmund |ayem, and Dinah Shore likewise to} cided on the fairness of the offer, 
O’Brien, staying at a N. Y. hotel, | ditto Friday (19) p.m. | Suit, which charges waste and mis- 
just before taking off on the over- Visitors to the Kitty Hawk Bar |management, claims Westinghouse 
night turnaround. during the week included George |and GE sold worthless patents to 
™ , | Jessel, Helen Hayes, Mary Living- | RC A for 40,000 shares of RCA com- 
Perc Westmore’s Ideas }ston, Walter Abel, Bob Burns, Una/mon. Stockholders who will ask that 
Relief from the current heat wave | Merkel, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr.,| the hearings be set aside are Jennie 
was the aim of Perc Westmore, War-| Bernt Balchen, Patsy Kelly, Wil- | Danziger, Harry Bernstein, Florian 
ner makeup expert, who Strato-|liam (Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd and|J. Fischer, Beatrice and Cornelia 
lined in Saturday (20) for (1) a de-|Mrs. (Grace Bradley) Boyd. | Amster and Celia Bader. 
layed honeymoon, and (2) a dette. oo _—_—_—_—_=———— erm ne 
| mination to get N. Y. milliners to re- — 


| vert to the old 





practice of topping 


|off beauty with becoming hats. 


With muttered references to ‘medi- 
| eval milkmaid bonnets’ and ‘thing ING 
|you’d pick up in a cow pasture,’ | ail 
| Westmore said 1941 chapeaux models | ™ B 
|not only look like the devil but | J ; 
photograph like two devils. Mighty | ~4) 
| inconsistent, too, he said, because icy ., a 


| Mrs. Donald Novis. 


| of Hollywood, even 


|m.c. appearance.) 


| breathed 
iflew back day after the show. 


| Stratolined in from Chicago Monday 





photography is the medium for mee 
spreading styles. With him was the 
newest Mrs. Westmore, the former 
It was their first 
chance to get away from Hollywood 
since their wedding last June 29 
Unable to persuade ‘We the Peo- 
ple’ people to wire his emceeing out 
at a 50% slash in 
his own salary, Burgess Meredith 
flew United in from the Coast last 
week and did the show. (Following 
program had Eddie Dowling’s maiden 
With Coast and 
commitments. Meredith 
little New York air, but 


. 
\ 





picture 


Bebe, Ben In Stopovers 
Brief, too, was the stopover of 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, who 


(15) night for a ‘We the People’ 
show and took another of TWA’s 
high-flying machines out Wednesday 
(17) for L.A. 

Clippering literati bound for the 
war zone included Stephen Laird of 
Time mag and his wife, Lael Laird, 
of Fortune mag; Russell Barnes, De- 
troit News, and Mrs. Alice Mabel 
Jackson, of the Australian Women’s 
Weekly, Sydney. Vincent Sheean 
took off in the other direction, bound 
for San Francisco, thence to New 
Zealand, Australia, Dutch East In- 
dies, Philippines and the Hawaiian 
Islands. He'll do a series of articles 
for the N.Y. Tribune syndicate. 


Cincinnati’s Own Station. 





Mainlining into town from the 
| Milwaukee American Legion con- 
| vention were Carole Landis, Friday 
'(19), and Anne Shirley and Flor- 
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While your WSAI program plays a tune for sales, the 
Winged Plug of WSAI blows his own horn and pulls 
listeners to your program with street car and bus cards, 
neon signs, news pictures, movie trailers, taxicab covers, 
downtown window neon displays, monthly house-organ 
for retailers plus many another “plus” you get with 


NBC RED AND BLUE—5,000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 


WSA 
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OWN STATION 
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~ Wanted: Face-Saving Formula 





FCC’s Anti-Monopoly Orders, Originally Dated for 
Aug. 2 Enforcement, Still Uncertain 





> 
! 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

What happens to or about the 
FCC’s proposed anti-monopoly or- 
ders, dated May 2 for original en- 
forcement on Aug. 2, is just one of 
the unkowns in this concentration 
camp of uncertainties. Latest in- 
timations is that many if not all 
members of the Commission would 
greet as a buddy any mastermind 
capable of proposing a compromise 
that would: 

A. Save everybody’s face. 

B. End everybody’s boredom. 


Sentiment has not particularly 
crystallized since the recent oral 
arguments—at which CBS and NBC 
termed Mutual’s alternative option- 
time idea better than the original 
reform but still objectionable—but 
there are some apparent reasons for 
industry hopes of half-a-break or 
better. 

Some observers feel there is a| 
real chance of a three to three di- 
vision on the FCC and faint hope 
two of the majority will switch their 
votes and force a complete rewrit- 
ing. Attention is focused on Com- 
missioners Ray C. Wakefield, the 
rookie who voted for the regulations 
though in office only a few weeks, 
and George Henry Payne, aligned 
the last couple of years with the 
New Deal crack-down element. 


Both Wakefield and Payne have 
indicated in private conversations 
they entertain doubts about the 
wisdom of carrying through the re- 
forms as now framed. If not sold 
on the fact the regulations will do 
serious damage to the industry, they 
at least seem uncertain about in- 
voking the ire of listeners and the 
industry’s friends in Congress. There 
also have been new doubts whether 
the rules would be upheld in a 
court test thus giving a new in- 
centive for backing down. 

Chairman James L. Fly, who pre- 
viously was believed willing to al- 
low some modified option-time sys- 
tem along the lines sketched by Mu- 
tual, now is portrayed in some quar- 
ters as again anxious to outlaw all 
network control over use of affili- 
ates’ facilities. It was evident at 
the recent oral argument he will not 
be deterred by protests that upset- 
ting the industry’s economic founda- 
tion and provoking a judicial strug- 
gle will hamper the Administration’s 
effort to promote ‘national unity.’ 
He scoffed at remonstances that— 
even if the Commish has jurisdic- 
tion and authority—the present is 
no time for such a radical upset of 
established practices. 





Occident Flour Sponsors 
Finnish Language News 
For Minnesota Colony 


—— 


Duluth, Sept. 23. 


The Russell-Miller Milling Co. 
(Occident flour) is returning its 
Finnish news’ program’ through 


WEBC, WMFG and WHLB, aiming 
the newscasts directly at the 150,000 
Finnish residents in the Head of 
Lakes area, after summer layoff. 
Although the prosperous Finnish 
farming settlements represent fertile 
area for both national and local 
business, Russell-Miller is the only 
firm which has gone directly into the 
field. 


Relative Values 





Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Newspaper men here were in- 
vited by Colurnbia network to 
lunch with Hedda Hopper. All 
details were completed when 
Miss Hopper told Columbia to 
cancel the deal and call the 
luncheon off. 

Because: she had just made a 
date to meet Col. R. R. McCor- 
mick of the Chicago Tribune, 
WGN and the Mutual web. 








Seattle—Bill Reuter has_ been 
named transmitter engineer at KIRO, 
Seattle. James Upthegrove is now 
studio engineer in charge of special 
events, and Orval Steele has been 
added to the staff of operating engi- 





MEXICO HAS 


108TH STATION 





Mexico City, Sept. 23 

Radio stations 
been increased 
with inauguration of XELQ 
watts) in Morelia, 
choacan state. 


(5,000 watts), which is one 
oldest air services in Mexico. 


Radio station XEJX (1,250 kycs.) 
is being readied for inauguration in 
Ramon 
Rodriguez Familiar, ex-governor of 


Queretaro City by Gen. 


Queretaro state. 





No More Glens Falls Radio Co. 

Albany, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
Glens Falls Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, which was chartered several 
months ago to conduct a radio broad- 
casting business in Glens Falls, has 
been dissolved. An official of a down- 
state radio station was listed as one 


in Mexico have 
in number to 108 
(5,000 
capital of Mi- 
That town now has 
three radio stations, including XEl 
of the 


National School of 


Electronics Rapped 





Washington, Sept. 23. 
Grossly misleading claims on the 
|part of the National School of Elec- 
| tronics (formerly the National Insti- 
| tute of Technology) of Minneapolis, 
|Minn., were charged today by the 
Federal Trade Commission. 





Commish cast out almost all rep- 
resentations of the so-called ‘school,’ 


which has been telling the public 
that courses in television, pkoto 


cells, ultra short waves, sound broad- 
casting, talking films, public address 
systems, commercial and_ aircraft 
radio and design construction re- 
search were available. 


In addition, the company ‘headed 
by Thomas J. Casey) told prospective 
students, through ‘letters, circulars 
and catalogs’ that the school was a 
‘residence school occupying a large 
six-story building covering half a 





| Promises to Smarten Up the Peasantry Highly 
Dubious, Says Federal Trade Commission 


} out, the trade school occupies ‘only a 
ismall portion of one floor of the Sex- 
jton Building in Minneapolis.’ 

Other high-falutin’ boasts ine 
cluded the claim that ‘several of its 
graduates are heads of broadcasting 
stations’ and that ‘the respondent is 


connected with most of the larger 
electrical companies, airports and 
radio and police broadcasting stae 


tions.’ An airplane, equipped with 
jradio devices, or radio-equipped 
trucks will call at the homes of stu- 
dents, it was further claimed, to test 
‘equipment built by the student.’ It 
was also stated that ‘students have 
the benefit of frequent visits from 
‘field engineers’ who act in the cae 
pacity of traveling teachers or ine 
structors.’ 





Akron—Jack Irish has joined the 














Each morning at 6:30, Onni Laine, 


> 


Finnish newscaster at WEBC reads 
news of the day in Finnish, giving 
commercials in Finnish. Idea of 
having commercials also given in 
English was dropped, as not being 
feasible. Program placed through 
N. W. Ayer. 

Three Finnish newspapers are 


published in Duluth and Superior, 
two daily and one weekly. 





CHARTER MEMBERS 


Several With WLS Barn Dance From 
Start Eight Years Ago 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 
On Oct. 4 the WLS National Barn 
Dance will celebrate its eighth an- 
Niversary. as a coast - to - oaster. 
Among those in the first broadcast 
who continue to be heard as regulars 
are Joe Kelly, Arkie, Hoosier Hot 











shots, Lulu Bell and Scottie and Jack 
Holden. Pete Lund remains the | 
Script writer. 

Lum ’n’ Abner will be in for the | 
anniversary broadcast. 








neers, of the original directors, block.’ Actually, the FTC pointed | announcing staff of WJW. 
: —— 
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There are a quarter of a million radio —s#l/ion retail sales in this important 

homes in the Drgh intensity area of trading center, 

§0,000-watt WBAL...a million folks Veo ae wale ee ie 
€s Sir, baitimore i ig. 
with money to spend, é ye ee of a big . 
| market...a big market that takes plenty 
! If you sell food, for instance...there’s ie 

sites of power to reach and move; When 

a hundred million dollar market ee 

os you come into Baltimore, you can’t 
aiting for you. geen. 
ere y afford to make’a little ripple that will | 

If it’s drugs you purvey...there’s seven- _dsevawallowed up. 

teen million bucks to be had, What- - : 

ever you sell, you've got an oppor- You've got to make a big splash... 

tunity to getaslice ofthe four bandred and that means WBAL! 
| | 
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_ IN BALTIMORE 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 

THe Rapio Trave Is Discussing: Lindbergh’s bigotry 
postcard to Mutual stations- what’s holding up Aylesworth’s swinging 
of deal for NBC’s Artists Bureau—the rumors, pooh-poohed, that Lou 
Ruppel, of CBS, may head Marshall Field’s new daily in Chicago to 
fight the Tribune. 


Steve Cisler’s 





Peter Donald added to NBC serial, ‘Into the Light,’ in addition to ‘Can | 
You Top This?’, ‘Bright Idea Club,’ ‘Mary Marlin’ and ‘Rookies’... with | 
the Office of Education’s ‘Freedom's People,’ writer Irv Tunick has two | 
programs with name credit in an hour on NBC....other is established | 
‘World Is Yours’..Carl Ruff, ex-WOR praiser, assigned to Army publicity | 
on Governor's Island....he broke a rib since entering service. | 
‘James H. Fassett is the acting director of the CBS music department, | 


to install Bill Von Zehle in the department here and get Frank Fay's sig 
for the Tums series....Mag sketches by Rian James will be dramatized in 
a new series by North American Tobacco Co, (Charles II cheroots), It’s 
for Mutual. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Tue Rapio TRADE 1s Discusstnc: Lindbergh’s bigotry—the new five- 
day week at Blackett-Sample-Hummert—WBBM's snaggle with the 
Technician’s Union—Balaban & Katz’ demonstration television in Chie 
cago theatre lobbu—P.K. Wrigleu’s and Les Atlass’ possible relation to 
Marshall Field’s new Trib-fighting daily in Chicago. 

Marvin Mueller subbing as announcer on the ‘Stepmother’ show while 
Carlton KaDell vacashes and Michael Roy subs as m.c, on the ‘Club Mat- 
inee’ shindig while Durward Kirby honeymoons....Don McNeill, Jack 
Baker, Evelyn Lynne and the Escorts and Betty doing a personal in 
Lansing on Oct. 18....Gladys Heen and Willard Waterman added to cast 
of ‘Woman in White’....Fran Allison and Eddie Dunn doing some specialty 
entertaining for the ‘Editor and Publisher’ Central States Assn. luncheon 
....Jack Swineford and Mary Patton now with the ‘Road of Life’ cast. 








replacing William H. Fineshriber who has been promoted to director of IN SAN FRANCISCO ‘2 @ 


CBS shortwave programs....John Hanlon, of the CBS accounting de- 
partment, will shortstop for the U. S. team in the World Series of amateur 
baseball at Havana beginning Sept 25...William Gaxton m.c.d the NBC- 
televised fashion show which was put on in behalf of the sale of defense 
bonds and savings stamps at the Sunken Plaza, Rockefeller Plaza, last 
Friday (19). Among those from show business who appeared were Vivi- 
enne Segal, Lucille Manners, Ethel Merman, Ida Lupino, Arthur Treacher, 
Olga Baclanova, Mady Christians, Stella Inda, Yvette, Tamara, Jo Ann 
Sayers, Honey Chile Wilder, Mary Deesm, Mary Drayton, Katherine Locke, 
Elaine Ellis, Helene LeBerthon and Katherine Barrett. 


Richard Hippleheuser, CBS script writer, who turns out ‘Report to the 
Nation’ from WJSV, has sold Saturday Evening Post article on the Gov- 
ernment’s sub-contracting problems. Title of the piece is ‘Hello, Wash- 
ington! York, Pa, Calling.’ 

Frank Danzig leaving WMCA to hold a director's stopwatch for CBS.... 
Ab Smith will officiate for Bates agency when Dave Elman’s ‘Hobby 
Lobby’ returns for Palmolive....Margaret Cuthbert of NBC on road 
speechifying. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Lindbergh’s Bigotry—where are the 
gags for radio comics to come from now that Tuesday alone will con- 
sume as much as a year of vaudeville used to require—what Orson 
Welles is driving at with his new Lady Esther series that ignores most 
of the rules. 








Ray Erlenborn, Columbia’s deadpan sound-effecter, whose act with noise 
contraptions has been a howl at civic luncheons and other ceremonials, 
joined Al Pearce’s troupe as a regular. He'll play stooge and also appear 
in the Pearce film at Republic....Irene Rich goes all blue this season after 
years of splitting with the red....Donald Thornburgh east for a combo 
vacation and home office call....Charles Vanda back at his CBS produc- 
tion desk after fortnight in Manhattan....The Jim Jordans (Fibber and 





Molly) brought back a packing case of momentoes of their Alaskan cruise 
....Herbert Ebenstein stirring again on the radio scene, this time with a 
production setup....Andy Love, NBC’s literary rights topper, playing 
prof to novice radio writers taking university extension course... .Lewis 
Allen Weiss taking a Caribbean cruise with the missus after a brief stop- 
over in Chicago for a Mutual board meeting. ...Charles Tazwell will script 
the Screen Guild Theatre programs this season....Jean Hersholt renewed 
for the sixth consecutive year of ‘Dr. Christian’....Dr. Pepper inspecting 
new half-hour disk from here featuring Dick Foran, Texas Rangers and 
Martha Mears. Benton & Bowles waxed the audition....Carlton Morse’s 
“One Man’s Family’ kudosed for the steenth time, the latest citation from 
American Legion Auxiliary for being ‘the sponsored program which has 
best served the American Family’....Norman Morrell moving his Lord & 
Thomas staff to quarters adjacent to KNX recently vacated by defunct 
Columbia Management....Lum and Abner will kick off transcontinentally 
from Chicago....Hal Hackett, MCA radio head, in from N. Y. long enough 
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“Somewhere in Louisiana’ 


“Somewhere in Louisiana,” nearly a half million 
American troops are engaged in the nation’s greatest 


peace-time maneuvers. 


“Somewhere in Louisiana” with Ohio’s 37th is a 
special staff of WGAR “war correspondents” and 
technicians, reporting the actual on-the-scene activi- 


ties of this famous Ohio division. 


Why the Ohio 37th? Because this is “Cleveland’s own” 
division, with some 12,000 of the 18,000 men from 


here in the vicinity of the Buckeye State’s first city. 


Programs like these bring a radio station and its 
audience closer together. Programs like these have 
won for WGAR the title of Cleveland’s Friendly 
Station, and our prized Peabody and Variety awards 


for Public Service and Showmanagement. 


THE FRIENDLY STATION 


CLEVELAND 


BASIC STATION ... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


G. A. Richards, Pres. ‘ John F. Patt, V. P. & Gen. Mgr. 
Edward Petry & Company, Inc., National Representative 














Tue Rapio TRADE 1s Discusstnc: Lindbergh's bigotry—the annual time 
change headache—The future outlet of CBS in Frisco—the conse- 
quences of KQW going 50 kw. 





Mutual-Don Lee has made a tieup with Telenews headquarters here to 
pick up a weekly football rally from the four Telenews houses on the 
Coast starting Friday (26) at 10 pm.....Kickoff will include a 10-minute 
slice from Frisco Telenews with Jokn Tobin, assistant to district manager 
Ellis Levey, and equal portions from Los Angeles Telenews with Sam 
Balter and Seattle Telenews....Graham McNamee presided at a cocktail 
party in Palace hotel tossed by National Association of Manufacturers in 
honor of the ‘Defense of America’ show which observed its 3lst week with 
pickups via KPO....McNamee gave the boys a new twist by making a 
speech, but good, on adventures in defense broadcasting. 


~ Radio Daffodils - 


Des Moines—The strangest request ever received at station WHO came 
recently when a woman phoned to inquire ‘who is the best divorce law- 
yer in town?’ 




















Boston—Bill Rule, WEEI control room engineer, motored through 
Mexico on his vacation. On his return, a letter arrived at the station 
requesting information about a courteous man connected with WEEI who 
had pulled over to the side of a narrow road to allow the writer to pass. 
A metal plate carrying the station’s call letters had betrayed him. Both 
drivers were from Massackusetts. 


Philadelphia—Advertising agency managers have received paint brushes 
through the mail with a tag inscribed with the following message: 

‘Paint yourself beautiful pictures of your business by placing your ad 
message on WPEN, most powerful independent station in Philadelphia.’ 





Boston—WEEI’s sales department has issued a challenge to all radio 
stations in the country to compete with its exhibition of the fine art of 
doodling while transacting business via telephone. A club has been formed 
at the station with the following charter members: Kingsley F. Horton, 
Constance O’Connor, Tenny Kelly, Nan Howard and David Garland. An 
actual exhibit has been set up in the clients’ room. 


9¢1| KFBK, Sacramento; KGO, KFRC, 

SPONSOR NES Francisco; KWG, Stockton; 
KERN, Bakersfield; KECA, KFAC, 

|KMPC, KHJ, Los Angeles; KTMS, 

Q] GRIDCASTS KDB, Santa Barbara; KMJ, Fresno: 


KQW, San Jose; KXO, El Centro; 

KIEM, Eureka; KVCV, Redding; 

KVOE, Santa Ana; KVEC, San Luis 

Obispo; KDONy Monterey; KTKC, 

Visalia; KYMC, Marysville; KHSL, 

Chico; KYOS, Merced; KFXM, San 

Bernardino; KGB, KFSD, San Diego; 

Hawaii: KGU, KGMB, KHBO; Idaho: 

San Francisco, Sept. 23. KIDO, Boise; KRLC, Lewiston; Ne- 
Associated Oil's sponsorship of 
Coast football this season calls for 
coverage of 91 games in a setup 
somewhat different from that used in 
the past. An even wider range of 
gridcasts is scheduled but airings 
will be confined to Don Lee and 
NBC Blue webs, plus a few indie 


vado: KOH, Reno; Oregon: KALE, 
KEX, KWJJ, Portland; KORE, Eu- 
outlets. No Columbia or NBC Red 
stations are included. 


gene; KBND, Bend; KUIN, Grants 
Heaviest individual program has 








Roseberg; KMED, Medford; KAST, 
Astoria; KFJI, Klamath Falls; Wash- 
ington: KOL, KJR, Seattle; KMO, 
Tacoma; KUJ, Walla Walla; KGY, 
Olympia; KGA, KFIO, Spokane; 
KXRO, Aberdeen; KIT, Yakima; 
KELA, Centralia. 











Stella Adler 


ontinued from page 2 





appeared in a number of other films, 
Being a production exec, she hopes, 
doesn’t mean the end of her acting 
career. 

Production, at least legit produc- 
tion, is no novelty, either. Niftily- 
gammed femme—or is that no way 
to talk about an associate producer? 
—produced and directed for the 
Group Theatre and other outfits in 
New York, London and on the Coast. 
Last of her directional efforts on 
Broadway was ‘Morning Star,’ pro- 
duced by George Kondolf. 

Production assignment at Metro 
was all a coincidence—or at least so 
Miss Adler would have it. She went 
to see Ben Thau a year ago about 
an acting job on the lot. Asked con- 
cerning her experience, she recalled 
that she had directed the legit ver- 
sion of ‘Golden Boy’ seen on the 
Coast. Thau remembered it and 
asked more questions. Then he sug- 
gested a production post and sent the 
gal to see other Metro execs, from 
Louis B. Mayer down. They all 
thought it a nice idea, the feminine 
touch and all that sort of thing. 


Prof. on the Side 


But Miss Adler—pardon, it be- 
comes Prof. Adler at this point— 
was in no position to take on a long- 
time job. She had to return east to 
resume the position of head of the 
|dramatics department at the New 
School of Social Research, N. Y., job 
| which she had also held the previ- 
ous year. So the start of her pro- 
ducing contract was extended 12 
months and Miss Adler went to work 
under the pact on Monday (22), 
Her initial assignment will be ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady.’ 

Why a gal whose background has 
obviously been drama should be as- 
signed to the unit of a musical pro- 
ducer like Freed is a question Miss 
Adler thinks she has the answer to: 
‘To kind of balance me off.’ 

It would appear that Metro fears 
its newest associate producer may be 
linfested with art and the musical 
| will act as a quarantine period to rid 
her of any such ideas. ‘If that be 
it,, she declares, ‘they'll find nobody 
more willing or quick to forget art 





‘You are Luther Adler's sister?’ 
brings a quick rejoinder: ‘Luther is 
my brother.” She's willing to have 


it, however, that she’s the daughter 
of Jacob and Sarah Adler, famed 
Yiddish legit couple. Fact is, Stella, 
youngest of a tremendous brood, was 
brought up in the traditional war- 
drobe trunk backstage. She made 
her debut at 4% in a Yiddish mel- 
ler and appeared in many more of 
them before she transferred to the 
English-speaking stage, where she 
acted as well as produced and di- 
rected, 

Springfield, Mass.—Herb Edman 
has returned from vacation to take 
up new duties as chief announcer at 
WMAS, local Columbia outlet, to 
which he was appointed just before 
leaving. Additions to WMAS. staff 


include Barbara Maynard, formerly 
of The Springfield Republican, Lor- 
raine Cartier, and Wanda Lam- 
bourghini, 

Laurence Reilly has been ap- 
pointed chief engineer at WSPR, 
Mutual outlet here, coming from 





WOLF, Syracuse. 








Pass; KOOS, Marshfield; KRNR, 
been allotted to KQW, which gets 20 








games starting (28). Up to nine dif- : 2 > 
ferent matches will be sponsored in on 


a single day, with as many as 55 
stations from San Diego to Idaho 
involved at one time. About 60 sta- 
tions in all will share in the pie. 

Signed as sportscasters have been 
Frank Bull, Mike Frankovich, Rich- 
ard Van Desautels, Los Angeles; 
Doug Montell, Carroll Hansen, Hal 
Wolf, Don Thompson, Frisco; John 
Carpenter, Jack Shaw, Art Kirkham, 
Bill Mock, Oregon: Ted Bell, Seattle; 
Rod Klise, Pat Hayes, Roy Ceville, 
Lou Gillette, Eastern Washington 
and Idaho. Missing from the lineup 
this year is Ernie Smith. Commen- 
tators include Mel Venter of KFRC 
and Eddie King of KPO. Missing 
from this list also is Art Linkletter. 

Schedule was worked out by Har- 
old R. Deal, Associated advertising 
chief, and the contracts placed 
through Lord & Thomas. Intricate 
interlocking of outlets was necessary 
to obtain desired coverage. 

Friday night game will get an air- 
ing via KQW in Frisco, KWJJ, Port- 
land; KFIO, Spokane, and KMPC, 
Los Angeles. Eleven pick ups will 
be released in the Hawaiian Islands. 

Stations which will carry Associ- 


ities for advertisers than are 


Owned. and Operated 
by The Detroit News 















At no time during the 21-year history af WWJ has the 
Detroit Market and this station offered greater sales possibil- 


Detroit and WWJ musts on your fall schedules . . . NOW! 
Netionel Representatives 


George P. Hollingbery Company 


Chicago = «s+ 





THIS FALL 
/TS DETROIT 
AND WWJ— 


offered now. Be sure to make 


Associate Station 
W 45 D—FmM 













Atieate 
Les Angeles 





ated’s schedule include Arizona: New York -: 
KTAR, Phoenix; KVOA, KTUC, Sen Francisco -: 
Tucson; KSUN, Lowell: KYUM, 

Yuma; Safford, KGLU: California: 
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~Philco Sponsors Aylesworth News 





Philco is arranging for an elaborate campaign of news programs on 


Latin American stations, starting Oct. 1. 


The news will be aired over 


local standard-broadcast band stations in South and Central American 
countries at the rate of seven shots a week. 

Philco makes the first account that M. H. Aylesworth, as head of the 
radio division of the Office of the Co-ordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs, has been able to sell on the idea of such a campaign. 





Guatemala Via Crosley Web 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 


Bristol-Myers started Monday (22) to blurb Ipana and Sal Hepatica 


with nightly 15-minute newscasts 


in Spanish on TGW, Guatemala 


City. Station is an affiliate of Cadena Radio Inter-Americana, Crosley 
Latin-American network. CRIA’s basic network has been carrying 


the Bristol-Myers series since mid-July on a 52-week contract. 


Sale 


of time on TGW, also on a 52-week basis, was made through the 


Boclaro agency, NYC. 








SESE OESPOOOS - 


Payroll Traffic 


+++ 


Regina, Sask.—New announcers at 
CJRM, Regina, are Frank McGilliv- 
ray and Oscar Gullander. Gerry 
Quinney, control rocm operator, is 
back on the job after a lengthy 
sickness. 

Mansfield, O.—Albert C. Houghton 
has left WMAN, Mansfield, to rejoin 
WKNY, Kingston, N. Y. 


Dayton, O.—Jack Thornquest has 
become national sales manager of 
WING, Dayton, and WIZE, Spring- 
field, O. A local sales manager for 
WING will be named soon. 








Wichita, Kan.—Gene W. Setzer, 
announcer at KFH for past three 
years, gone to Seattle on teaching 
fellowship at Washington University. 
He will work for master’s degree in 
political science. 





New York City.— Warren MacAllen, 
formerly on the telegraph and cable 
desk of the N. Y. Daily News and 
previously day and night editor of 
the Philadelphia Record and other 
papers, has joined the CBS publicity 
staff in charge of the press desk. 
Morris Hastings, formerly with the 
Boston Transcript, and Thomas 
Kelly, formerly with Standard News 
Assn., also joined the CBS publicity 
department recently. Former suc- 
ceeds Ilya Laskoff as music editor, 
while the latter becomes ai staff 
writer. 

Robert E. Lee, formerly engineer- 
in-charge of radio communications 
in South America for South Ameri- 
can Gulf Oil, has joined the short- 
wave division of the Columbia en- 
gineering department. 

Hal Kent, formerly with WABC, 
New York, has joined the announc- 
ing staff of WOV, New York, to 
handle late-evening specialty musi- 
cal programs. 

Three members of the pageboy 
staff at NBC have shifted to the net- 
work’s short-wave department. Wal- 
ter Law becomes an English an- 
nouncer-writer, while John B. Wil- 
liams is now a traffic clerk and 
Herbert Mattick a music clerk. 





Schenectady.—Roger Goodrich at 
WGY asan announcer. From WEBR, 
Buffalo, and WFBL, Syracuse. 

Buffalo. WGR-WKBW has a pair 
of new spielers in Gilbert Thomas 
from WBDO, Orlando, Fla. and 
Ralph Snyder from WLAV, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

Al Taylor and Ed O’Connor exited 
WBEN announcing staff. 








Greenville, S. C.—Jim Reid re- 
signed from WFBC, Greenville, after 
several years as program director, 
— editor, to join WPTF, Raleigh, 

>. 





San Antonio—Charles Balthrope 
has been named manager of station 
KABC. Balthrope comes from sta- 
tion KTSA where he was assistant 
manager and commercial manager. 
Replaces Charles Meade who returns 
to the Texas State Network in Fort 
Worth. 





Youngstown, O.—Vern Smolik has 
left the Shamrock Grille, Youngs- 
town, to join WCKY, Cincinnati. 





Milwaukee. —- Hal Tozier, from 
WSAU, Wausau, Wis, added to 
WTMJ’s announcing staff, succeed- 
ing John Cannon, now with WIND, 
Gary, Ind. 





Troy, N. ¥.--Don Lyon, announcer 
and newscaster, has shifted from 
WTRY, Troy, to WHN, New York. 
Randy English, from WHEB, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., is now a WTRY miker. 





Tom Armstrong, a salesman trained 





at NBC in New York, is now with 
WTRY. 





Amarillo, Texas— Winkie Wile- 
man has joined the announcing staff 
of station KFDA of which he was 
a former member. Comes from 





KGGM, Albuquerque, New Mexico. | 


‘KATE SMITH SPEAKS’ 
AS PRESS FEATURE 


Kate Smith has contracted with 
Watkins Syndicate, Inc., to turn out 
a 600 words—six time weekly news- 
paper column designed along the 
lines of her noon-day CBS net- 
work radio show, and similarly titled 


‘Kate Smith Speaks.’ Contract is 
for one year. Watkins, former head 
of Ledger Syndicate, operates out 
of Ardmore, Pa. 

Bill Maloney, Miss Smiths p.a. in 
New York, set up the deal. 








GUARDIAN LIFE UP 


Its Prospective Sponsor of Networl 
Sur 





Buchanan agency is working on a 
half-hour program for the Guardian 
Life Insurance Co. 

If the charting goes through it will 
serve as this company’s debut in 
network radio. 


‘Admen Meet With Gene Carr Committee 


N.A.B. Sees and Would End 
on Market Data, Rate Cards, Etc. 


The American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies and the National 


resented by its sales managers’ divi- 
sion, are back to huddling. This 
time the talk has to do with rate 
cards, mail and other surveys, cov- 
erage maps and program relations. 
The first of these discussions was 
held at the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., 
last Friday (19). 

The suggestion for these latest 
conferences came from Gene Carr, 
of WGAR, Cleveland, as chairman 
of the N.A.B.’s sales managers’ di- 
vision, Carr asked that the Four A’s 
name a committee of time buyers to 
discuss ways of streamlining rate 
cards and coverage maps so that the 
information could be given to the 
agencies as they wanted it and at 
less cost to the stations. Carr point- 











Waste and Confusion 


ed out that the broadcasters were 
spending a great deal of money on 


Association of Broadcasters, as rep- | this data but without pleasing time 
| buyers in general. 
| if he could get specific ideas of what 
| would be acceptable, the suggestions 


He thought that 


could be passed around among sales 
managers at N.A.B. district meetings 
and out of it might come standard- 
ized patterns for the industry to fol- 
low. 

The last time that a contingent 
from the N.A.B. met with a time 
buyers’ group from the Four A’s it 
was to develop a standard form of 
spot contract. The meetings were 
heated and suddenly the broadcast- 
ers committee issued what it deter- 
mined would have to be the new 
standard form. Agency time buyers 
ignored this form and continued us- 





ing their old forms. 
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$0 does my family. You see, we live 


Oakdale Dairy Farm, near 


Charleston, West Virginia, and radio 


means a lot to us. When we wake up 


in the morning about 6:30, Dad turns on WLW 


to get the market summaries. All of us listen, be- 


cause after all, when we depend on milk, eggs 


products. 


able.” 





and butter, we have te know what 


prices we're going to get for our 


Dad says WLW is just like 


a faithful friend . . . always depend- 


“Dad says that’s easy to understand, 


because WLW's a CLEAR CHANNEL STATION. 


| don't know what that means, but we always 


nl 






an 


AM 


gram comes in just as clear as a bell! 
And we're erazy about ‘Everybody's is 
Farm Hour,’ ‘Earthborn’ and the WLW ‘Barn 


get good reception—every pro- 


ston to WLY 





Dance’, ; . they make us feel that WLW has so 


many programs that us farm folks like, that we 


are friends even though we live 200 miles apart.” 


. “Mother told me just, the 


other day that the 


days would seem plenty long if it weren't for 


WLW. My two sisters feel the same way about 


it, | know. And as for me, well, all | can say is 


ae 





BO cer wary 
we. 


mune 


eam DERSOn 








Coursviuse 


sPeincrine 
. 


oftanctoer 


KENTUCKY 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York—Transameri- 
gan Broadcasting & Television Corporation. 
Chicago—WLW, 230 N. Michigan Ave. 
San Francisco—international Radio Sales, 


—that just about takes care of 
the whole Vickers family — we 
just couldn't get along without 
our good friends on WLW.” 
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BOB BURNS 
With Billy Artzt Orchestra 
25 Mins. 
CAMPBELL SOUP 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
Now on his own after several 
years and a buildup into a major 
radio personality on the Bing Crosby 
program, the homefolksy funnyman 
from Arkansas is the star of his own 
series. A series that got off very 
promisingly on Sept. 16 due to an 
easy-going blend of material and 
Burns. 
Termed ‘The 
(an ideal narrative device for 


ting around in story-telling), Burns | 


is both gagging philosopher in the 
straw-chaw tradition and the cen- 
tral figure in little adventures. The 
first one was a dramatic trifle about 
how the quick-minded and kindly 
Traveler misled the constables and 
enabled a night club singer to escape 
in a freight car to go visit her baby. 

It had an amiable aroma all the 
way. And some sly belly laughs. 
Being just enough different in com- 
edy formula, there seems little rea- 
son to doubt a clear-cut click for an 
entertainer who has gone a remark- 
ably long way in the past decade and 
now has nothing to worry about but 
material. 

The plug is for Cream of Potato 
soup by Campbell. It should be a 
soupy winter in lots of houses. 

Land. 


‘GIRL AT THE HIBISCUS’ 
15 mins. 
BBC, London. 

New series offers one complete 
episode each week in doings of 
Amanda Smith, come-on girl at the 
Hibiscus nitery, and may reach home 
to the hearts of less fortunate maid- 
ens condemned to soda pop in a 
mere ballrom. Still, soda pop has 
some signs of life about it and cer- 
tainly fizzes; there’s very little kick 
in the weak mixtures served by 
writers Nick- Vane and Val Gielgud. 
Follow-ups will need more than the 
smart-talk served at this catching. 

Ultra talky script severely mauled 
what might have been a catchy idea 
in introing its adventurous young 
lady. It appears she’s one smart 
doll, but Mayfair, not points East, 
and plants herself at the nitery as 
table dressing for ogling males by 
making a bet with the proprietor she 
can neatly snare a very prominent 
bigwig, just now within the club and 
doing his drinking solo. Two bot- 
tles of champagne more profits 
make. The bigwig is her brother all 
the time, a plant, a pseudo, a stuffed 
chameleon. Frances Clare as the 
gilded charmer is Miss Gush done in 
dialog, but faulty is the script, not 
the girl; she wades satisfactorily 
through the stream of wordage and 
seemingly deserves better. Other 
weekly snatches may yet give her a 
chance to shine intriguingly. Re- 
mainder of characters disport them- 
selves as headwaiter, nitery owner 
barman. 

Piece got most of its punch out 
of a slick production job, especially 
on music backgrounding. 
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CARL SANDBURG 

| With Burgess Meredith 

|*Cavaleade of America’ 

30 Mins. 

DUPONT 

Monday, 7:30 p. m. 

| WEAF- NBC, New York 

| (B. B. D. & O.) 

| In a rather firm jarring loose from 
previous moorings the DuPont-spon- 
sored ‘Cavalcade of America’ series 
has launched a two-time experiment 
!under the sub-caption ‘Native Land.’ 
| First of these employed Carl Sand- 
|} burg, the poet. He proved a stand- 
j}out radio personality, a fact not sur- 
| prising to anyone familiar with his 
not to say protean, per- 


| versatile, 
the lecture platform 


formances on 
for years. 
The resultant program that came 
from having Sandburg read his own 
Americanese, plus narrative tie-to- 
gethers by Buzz Meredith and inter- 
polated bits carried by actors, was 
something that was half-free verse, 
half editorial in praise of the basic 
wisdom of simple people. 
It was rich with everyday idiom, 
backcountry wisecracks, glimpses of 
magnificence in mean places. On 
the whole it had this remarkable 
quality—it was material that could 
be ‘read’ as conservative praise of 
rugged character by conservatives 
and at the same time less conserva- 
tive listeners might nod approvingly 
on the lines concerning the constant 
exploitation of the simple by the 
clever, the honest by the sharpies. 
Which is something sufficiently un- 
usual by itself. 
Those who have kidded the wise- 
but-careful boys in Wilmington that 
their Cavalcade stopped with the 
America of Rutherford B. Hayes will 
sense the authentic native feeling 
and tang that the new formula in- 
troduced. The base of appeal here 
wider thematically and _ perhaps 
higher I.Q.-wise. In forgetting about 
some of the third-rate melodrama 
that has sometimes marred the tell- 
ing of pioneer exploits DuPont may 
fail to interest or to hold certain 
types of minds. But has DuPont 
any desire, or need, to reach such 
minds to start with? Land. 


‘FREEDOM’S PEOPLE’ 

With Paul Robeson, W. C. Handy, 
Josh White, Noble Sissle’s Orch., 
Frank Wilson, De Paur Chorus 
Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 12:30 p. m. 

| WEAF, New York 
An all-Negro program put to- 
gether and written by the U. S. 
Office of Education in the Federal 
Security Agency, this half hour of 
songs and music by established col- 
ored entertainers made good listen- 
ing once it was clear of stilted ex- 
planatory paragraphs that got it un- 
derway. Idea was to dig down and 
unearth the origin of Negro blues 
and folksongs which, properly de- 
livered, are unmatched in inherent 
feeling and natural rhythm. 

Script told of the Negroes who 
were transported into. slavery and, 
because of their lamentable position 
and the restrictions imposed upon 
thern, the blues and folksong was 
born via the only means of expres- 
sion they had—song. One interlude 
clearly and grippingly pointed up 
the origination of ‘Steal Away to 
Jesus’; background of ‘John Henry,’ | 
with Josh White on guitar, was han- | 
dled in the same way; a dramatized 
bit capsuled the beginning of ‘Mem- 
phis Blues’ in the mind of W. C. 
Handy, who helped in the telling. 

Paul Robeson’s contribution was 
to sing the ‘greatest of all Negro 
spirituals,’ ‘Swing Low, Sweet Char- 


iot,, and ‘No More.’ Noble Sissle’s 
band and the De Paur chorus did 


fine work throughout. A _ talented 
instrumentalist, Josh White, also 
helped. Show was produced by 


Dr. Ambrose Caliver, script written 





20 Winks 
New York's all-night radio 
group is down in the gully. Even 


WOR, the all-nighter with the 
most vitamin B, is at a standstill, 
but Mutual's sustaining ‘Can 
You Top This?’ (in curtailed rec- 
ord form) offers possibilities on 
the comedy end. It is sad but 
true that if Jerry Lawrence 
doesn’t wave the Bamberger ban- 
ner once in a while, late listen- 
ing in Manhattan becomes pretty 
dull. Ifreception ever improves 
in New York, it’s not going to be 
hard for some ambitious out-of- 
town station to steal away this 
early hour metropolitan audi- 
ence...WEAF has been breaking 
into its nighttime list by bring- 
ing in a studio string ensemble 
fromi Chicago 12:30 to 1 a. m. 
Could this be a feeler by the sta- 
tion to get out from under the 
dance band remotes with which 
it’s dissatisfied? ... WAAT has 
added the loud, cynical and fresh 
Dick Kirby who previously 
popped up on WBYN in the same 
capacity. Kirby may yet make 
the Rose Bowl for he is either 
going to knock himself or his 
audience out if he keeps on yell- 
ing so loud for attention...Kindly 
notice that WHN’s Dick Fishell 
is again predicting football win- 
ners for this paper this fall. Last 
year Fishell finished the season 
with the excellent average of .725. 
This aided Variety staff members 
no end in increasing their lead 
over the sheriff to half a game. 

Shudders of the week: That 
Them Bums will blow it. 








‘DUFFY’S TAVERN’ 

With Ed Gardner, Shirley Booth, 
John Kirby orchestra, John Reed 
King, Eddie Green 

25 Mins. 

SCHICK INJECTOR RAZOR 

Taursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. M. Mathes) 

Ed Gardner, that clever Archie, 
and Shirley Booth, that clever 
daughter of unseen Duffy, returned 
to CBS and the service of Schick 
Razor last Thursday evening (1a) 
for the half-hour which is gypped 
five minutes at the tag-end for world 
events. Amidst world events and 
radio events the comic  blandish- 
ments of ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ are very 
welcome. While the quality and 
adaptability of the visiting person- 
alities introduce a fluctuation of the 
level of mirth from week to week, 
Gardner, Abe Burroughs and Park 
Levy contrive a jovial average of 
dese, dem and dose hoke comedy. 

‘Archie’ is one of the nicest things 
that has happened to network radio 
in the past couple of years. He's a 
bona fide character and Mrs. Gard- 


ner (Shirley Booth) is a lady-sock 
in all her lines. They jibe and jell 
big. 


The program has gags, a running 


situation, the perennial distress of 
Archie, the bartender-manager of 
the Tavern. It has a collection of 
delicious malaprops. Incidentally, 
there is John Kirby’s occasional 
burstings in the Kirby style of hot 
music. On this occasion there was 


Negro comic Eddie Green. And 
speaking of the crisp, slick-punched 
line delivery of Gardner and Miss 
Booth, this colored Green gent also 
finds the button perfectly. 

The Mathes agency exposed an in- 
telligent bit of copy for the razor 





by Irve Tunick. Frank Wilson did 
the narrating and, outside of trouble 


lines, handled that end easily. 
Wood. 





Denver.—C. L. Parsons, sports edi- 
tor the Denver Post for 20 years, 
has joined KOA as sports commenta- 
tor. 
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MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


ano F{EART-THROBS 


oap: 99 100° + pure 


OAST TO COAST 


with the above mentioned opening | 


sponsor, a spiel that makes sense to 


|men., viz., customers. Land. 


| MEXICAN WEB INAUGURAL 
| Sustaining 
| Thursday, 9 p.m. 
| WJZ-NBC, New York 
Shortwave as a means of linking 
nations produces many disappoint- 
;}ments. This time it was the Aurora 
jrentcony But mere ‘good-will’ ex- 
| change programs between the United 
| States and various Latin republics 
| have been collossal busts( as listen- 
ing) than it is perhaps kind to 
enumerate. It was especially 


| alive 


GINNY SIMS 

Songs, Band 

5 Mins. 

KLEENEX 

Friday, 9:55 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Unlike others that do it with 
chainbreak announcements, the In- 
ternational Cellucotton Co. is going 
to no little expense to get a minute 
plug across the country for its ace 
product, Kleenex. Besides buying 
five minutes the account makes use 
of a vocalist of reputation and a 
smooth little instrumental combina- 
tion for the accompaniment. It all 
leaves a pleasant impression, brief 
as it is. 


Sound judgment is used in limit- 
ing Ginny Sims to a single song, 
and that she did delightfully on her 
initial program (19). The choice 
was ‘You and I.’ The arrangement 
was a darb, bringing out as it did 


the smooth cadence and melodic 
weave of Miss Sims’ voice. It’s 
the first time that Kay Kyser’s 


vocalist has been starred by herself 
on the air. 

The commercial makes its first in- 
trusion after Miss Sims has com- 
pleted the lyric and the selling point 
emphasized is the use of the tissue 
for colds. A two or three-line re- 
prise by the vocalist follows and the 
program fades out to the announcer’s 
ode, ‘Soft as music, rong as love, 
that’s Kleenex.’ Odec. 





WELCOME LEWIS 
With Lanny Ross 
FRANCO-AMERICAN SPAGHETTI 
Monday, 7:15 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 
Little heard from of late years on 
nighttime radio Welcome Lewis on 
her guest appearance Monday night 
with Lanny Ross proved once more 
that she can do two things very 
smartly. First, she can sing a song. 
Second, she can indulge in a fast 
line of light comedy. 
It was an amusing trifle she did 
with Ross about her Glub-Glub club 
and the baptism of Ross as a mem- 
ber. Bright, too, was the sarcastic 
debunking of the lyrics of the song 
‘Daddy.’ With priorities gals should 
nowadays beseech their sugars for a 
bit of aluminum or copper or some- 
thing really hard to get and a true 
test of sugar’s love for oopsie- 
woopsie. Land. 


HARRY TATE JR. 
‘Family Crackers’ With Doris Nichols, 


Clifford Bean, Betty Huntley 
Wright. 
20 mins. 
BBC, London. 
Son of a vaudevillian father has 
all of that parent’s tricks. It’s un- 


fortunate these tricks are not pre- 
cisely radio. This one is 20 mins. 
of strung gags which may wow over 
the footlights, but nestle in the ear 
like so much wax; there’s nothing to 
support them, there’s no mental pic- 
ture; it’s listen and laugh—or don’t: 
after a while it even reaches ‘can't.’ 
Script sets out with a family of 


described nuts, with Harry Tate Jr., 
as pa of the bunch. Session is in 
for six weeks which means that 


many situations in that many 20 min- 
utes; affairs may tee off at the break- 
fast table, the club, the picnic, the 
party, etc. Initial offering just had 
them at a meal. Keeping the fun 
for its allotted minutes is a 
hefty task and there’s grim deter- 
mination to try; each thing each one 
says has got to be funny, that’s how 
it hits the ear. To boost this deter- 
mination likely accounts for the 
lineup of characters (six in all); 
there isn’t a straight-man in the 
bunch. Tate would be much better 
off going it solo on the comedy end, 
plus some attempt at story. His ma- 
terial would get high-lighting and a 
chance to. register. Too much 
Family; to many Crackers. 


a 








‘MARCH OF YOUTH’ 

With Dolphe Martin, Young America 

Choristers, Junior Drama _ Shop, 
Del Castillo, Jack Lawrence 

45 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. 

WEEI, Boston 


This well-paced children’s program 
uncovered a wealth of talent from 
Greater Boston schools in its pre- 
miere. In place of usual high- 
pitched, squeaky kid voices, Dolphe 
Martin presented a group of sweet 
sophisticates—not the obvious child- 


prodigy type, but of a substantial 
sort. Age average was from 10 
to 16. 

The 50 beautifully blended voices 
of Young America Choristers with 
Del Castillo at organ, sang as though 
long organized although they had 
met Martin two and one-half weeks 
ago for the first time. Patricia 
Walsh, 13, was fine soloist with this 
group, which sang ‘My Sister and L’ 
‘Sweet and Low,’ and then gave re- 
markable vocal background for 
Charlotte Moulton’s marimba solo 
=> Elena.’ . 

nterspersed was tap dance b 
Smythe Twins, made cove interest. 
ing by Jack Lawrence account of 
the gyrations and taps. 

Excellent was Gloria Muddell, 14 
whose lyric soprano on ‘Kerry 
Dance’ belied her age; has attained 
voice quality of person twice her 
age, but with naivete of her ex- 
treme youthfulness. 

Drama shop’s offering of B. H. Mc- 
Neil's, ‘The Pampered Darling,’ was 
very nice. Leading parts were taken 
by Nancy Dealy, Joyce Mitchell 
John M. Grubbs, Janet Corzen, Ted 
Knudson, Jean Redimann, Alexander 
Courtney, Gerard Gorham, Jamee 
Lawton, and Robert Seymour as nare 
rator—all 13 to 16 years old. Proe- 
gram offers $5 prize for original 10- 
minute playlet written by students 
under 18. 

Different twist on average quiz 
program was ‘You're as good as your 
word’ game, where contestant is 
given a letter and is to name words 
beginning with the letter, in 15 sec- 
onds time alotted, winners receiv- 
ing $3 for first; $2, second, plus 
numerous smaller awards, all in de- 
fense saving stamps. 

In another game, contestants pro- 
nounce words spelled to them by 
Martin, with dime stamps as win- 
ners’ rewards. 

This show has varied interests, has 
been well written, directed and pro- 
duced by Dolphe Martin, last with 
Bob Emem at WOR, New York. 


‘March of Youth’ is exceptional 
for ‘kid shows, for WEEI and for 
Boston. Paul. 





Washington.—Two newcomers—re- 
cently reporters for Southern news- 
papers—last week joined the WJSV 
news staff. 

All Leitch, former night city editor 
of the Atlanta Constitution, who used 
to air news over WGST, and Ernest 
McIver, reporter from the Freder- 
icksburg, Va., Free Lance-Star, are 
the arrivals, 
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em- | 


barrassing last Thursday night that | 


an elaborately arranged two-way 


program to dedicate NBC’s tie-up | 
with XEW, Mexico City, and a new | 


web in Mexico was rendered form- | 


less and routine by the cosmic dis- 
turbances. 

After a few minutes of murky, 
unintelligible words and music from 
Mexico City, NBC went back to 
Frank Black in New York. It never 
established any kind of contact when 
attempting to pick up the Mexican 
composer. Augustin Lara, in Chile. 

So it was an hour of little indi- 
viduality. Black’s orchestra, Glenn 
Miller’s swingers, Gladys Swarthout 
and Conrad Thibault all performed 
with their customary effect. Niles 
Trammell spoke. 

A bad break for John Royal, -who 
negotiated the Mexican network 
alliance for NBC, and for the Azcar- 
raga-Velez group at the other end. 





Land. 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1941 
THE DALTON BOYS EDDIE DOWLING 
30 Mins. 
SANKA 


With Liarry Dupre 
Veeal and Instrumental 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

way, Schenectady 

Dalton Boys (3), for some time 
singers on Major Bowes’ program 
from Capitol theatre, New York, 
have been guesting on WGY at vari- 
ous times this summer. 
cently began a series of early-eve- 
ning programs. 

Act may remind some listeners of 
the Landt Trio and Mahr, who were 
at WGY for many months. Daltons 
are a threesome including novelty 
numbers in their repertoire, with 
one doubling as number-announcer, 
and with an accompanist of their 
own. When heard, they stuck to en- 
semble work. Soloing might add 
voriety. 

One feature, which probably 
would click stronger were an audi- 
ence present to joir in, is a ‘Com- 
munity Sing.’ Li: «ers invited to 
chirp and to sen. suggestions on 
favorite numbers. Jaco. 


Ki 
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The © 
single 
Station 
that 


covers 


eleven 
big 
western 
States 


Ask any Edw. Petry office 
for more information about 
KSL, one of the seventeen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. — 





Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Speculation is both natural and 
legitimate concerning the whyfore of 
the bad performance a good actor 





like Eddie Dowling gave on his first 


They re-| night out (16) as the new master of 


ceremonies of ‘We, the People.’ 
People of the theatre could hardly 


Broadway first nights with being as 
nervous as he sounded over the air. 
Actors are always inwardly taut at 
a premiere, but experienced ones 
like Dowling don’t fluff and strain. 


It seems a plausible guess that 


pected to be, probably coached and 
rehearsed and pushed into being, 
something that he ain't? He ain't 
Gabriel Heatter! Nor is he a typi- 
cal radio narrator or announcer or 
bubble-voiced gladie-glad of the 
kilocycles. He's a legitimate actor 
with a style and a personality of his 
own. Neither was heard last Tues- 
day (18). 


voice ‘hat wasn’t his usual voice and 
working at a tempo that perhaps be- 
longed to the original radio program 
formula, but not to the original 


tions assigned to Dowling. Versa- 


mirers won't think any the less of 
him on that account. 
Meanwhile the program-merchan- 


theatrical name and career highlights 
was rather slick. ‘We, the People’ 
deals in interviews with real pe- 
ople. The real people are introduced 
by a master of make-believe who 
says to the radio audience, ‘real life 
is more dramatic than drama, etc.’ 
A good idea, only Dowling can’t do 
it the Gabriel Heatter way. 

It was the start of the sixth year | 
for this program, an established suc- 
cess, but pretty consistently dull on 
this particular hearing with the ex- 


credit this veteran of dozens of | 


Instead there was Dowling in a} 


Dowling. The unnaturalness was es- | 
pecially evident in the shouted cap- | 


dising slant for exploiting Dowling’s | 





Dowling may have been the victim | 
of a broadcasting formula as much as | 
broadcasting jitters. Was he ex- | 





tile man of the theatre that he is, | 
Dowling is no newsreel off-screen | 
voice. He’s a poor shouter. His ad- | 





ception of the interest inherent in 
the presence of Bebe Daniels and | 
Ben Lyon, over here for a few weeks 
to see their children before return- | 
ing to England to see the war} 
through. They told some amusing | 
stories and gags about the dogged | 
English under fire 

Baseball player Ted Williams stum- 
bled self-consciously through a script 
that emphasized, but failed to prove, | 
that he was no longer conceited. | 
It was strictly drool for those who 


heroes, meaning those millions and 
millions. 


Engle family of Ohio who got a}! 
week’s ‘vacation’ in a model home | 
on the fair grounds only—as they | 


Columbus Dispatch hadn't explained 
that tourists under tow of lecture- 
guides would be popping in on them | 


chen all through the day. The En- 


related. 
A nick Kenny protege, one Philip 
Whalen, aged 14, got a place on the 


The sister was also present The 
continuity built up the need for 
money, but did not solicit any. 
Instead, at the end, Dowling stated 
‘now don’t worry, everything is go- 


lic. 
A team of supposed quick-fit tail- 


patter act that sounded phoney. It’s 
a kind of Hebe comicking that will 
be new only to the younger scout- 
masters and in dubious taste in 1941. 
While oc¢asional hints of the sup- 





posed entertainment appeal of this 


| definitely on the what’s-this-all-about 
side 

Harry Von Zell’s singing of a song 
about Sanka coffee—and_ interpo- 
lating a recitation—is the sort of 
thing about which an advertising 
agency usually says ‘well, that’s just 


your opinion.’ The statement that 
it’s pretty horrible will perhaps 
produce a survey proving people 

enough people — think it’s cute 


Scoffers may also learn that even if 
considered a singer, Von Zell still 
gets as much 
Martinelli, so he must be good. 
We'll still shudder. Land. 





Mrs. Ethel Colby, wife of Julius 
Cohen (Colby), does a bright ‘Mr. 
and Mrs.’ post-premiere stint on 
WMCA (N. Y.) nightly, in between 
her spouse’s theatrical chatter. 
Colby has a good voice, in his com- 
mentator quizology on show biz 


sertive in her own opinions and re- 


done in an engaging, round-table 
manner. Incidentally, she’s succeed- 
ed her husband as N. Y. Journal of 
Commerce dramatic critic which, 
with Wilella Waldorf on the N. Y. 
Post succeeding John Mason Brown, 
makes her one of the two regular 
first-stringers covering legit preems. 








r performance 4s | 


matters, and Mrs. Colby is quite as- | 


actions to the new openings. It’s | 


can digest slobber about athletic | 


} 
There was a session with the whole 
told the story—to discover that ed 


in bedroom, dining room and En | 


gles told the story clearly and it | 
was indeed a novel experience, if as 


program on the strength of a story | 
about his singing to provide money | 
for an operation on his sister’s eyes. | 


ing to be taken eare of. By whom | 
was not stated to the listening pub- | 


ors from the Bowery went through a | 


| session were apparently detected by | 
| this reviewer, the whole episode was | 
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CLUES 


..MOSTLY OBVIOUS 





If. during the vears, you’ve markets in America. 
£ “> 


watched WOR’s sponsors So if you have a message 
with any degree of interest, to a people who respond to 
you've probably noticed any good offer faster than a 
names long associated with cat succumbs to catnip, you 
it. could do worse than follow 
Names like Bristol-Myers, the example of those WOR 
Bosco, Hecker, General Mills, . 
Procter & Gamble. Names 
like Bros., Bond 


Clothes, Richfield Oil. Names 


sponsors who are among the 
country’s greatest advertisers. 
Dugan In fact, makers of good 
things who have not adver- 
of America’s smartest and tised them over WOR, have 
most finicky timebuyers. Such no idea how subtly and surely 
recognition ‘is no mere coinci- this station spreads a mood 
dence. They like many things of welcome for them. But reg- 
about WOR. Among them— ular WOR time-users have a 
the speed with which this sta- very clear idea of this advan- 
tion accelerates the fingers tage-for-less. The cost? Why, 
which open pocketbooks in gentlemen, it’s fundamentally 
the majority ofabout4,250,000 a Scotch treasurer’s idea of 
homes with radios in the most what ALL advertising should 


densely- populated group of cost! 





WOR..THAT POWER-FULL STATION 
AT 1440 BROADWAY 
IN NEW YORK 
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Admission Tax Measure Clarified 
On Opera and Concerts; Reveals 
Repeal of Exemptions as of Oct. 1 


In show circles the general im- 
pression was that admission taxes 
would not apply to grand opera ae) 
symphonic concert tickets because 
that class of performance was for- 
merly regarded as ‘educational.’ That 
term {s not specifically mentioned in 
the tax measure. After President 
Roosevelt signed the bill it became 
clear that opera and symphonic con- 
certs, heretofore exempt from the 
tax, will be classed together, as of 
Oct. 1, with all other types of ad- 
mission. 

Top for opera at the Metropolitan 
heretofore was $7, but tickets sold 
Oct. 1 and thereafter will be $7.70, 
with the 10% levy applying to all 
Met locations. 

Season tickets bought in advance 
of that date will not be taxed, how- 
ever, whether actually paid for or 
not, and it is understood that most 
of the Met's subscribers have already 
ordered their tickets. Same applies 
for the New Opera Co.'s limited sea- 
son at the 44th Street, N. Y. 

No Social Security 

Admissions tax applies on all tick- 
ets from 10c up. Included are bene- 
fit performances, whether for chari- 
table or religious purposes. All 
passes must be taxed, also, those 
being so admitted paying 10% on 
what the cost of the ticket would be. 
Expected that tickets for critics will 
be exempt, as are admissions ten- 
dered men in uniform of the ser- 
vices. 

Revision of the admission tax 
structure may result in the social 
security classification for all those 
who are employed in the offices of 
operatic and symphonic organiza- 
tions. Up to the present such per- 
sons have not been required to pay 
social security, nor are they included 
4n such ultimate benefits, although 
required to pay iffcome tax. Reason | 
advanced is that grand opera and 
symphony organizations are supposed 
to be non-profit ventures and are re- 
table, groups. Employees in such 
organizations such as the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation, are also outside so- 
cial security regulations, because of 
an erratic Washington ruling, some 
years ago. 


IRRA PETINA SINGS 14 
TIMES WITH S.F. OPERA 


Irra Petina, Met mezzo, will have 
14 performances in the five-week 
San Francisco Opera Co. season this 








year. Her manager, Dolores Hay- 
ward, has returned from the west 
coast. 


Singer recently made a picture for 
Paramount. 





May Beegle Announces 


Pittsburgh Schedule} =< 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
May Beegle, Pittsburgh’s No. 1 
impresario, announced her concert 
series for 1941-42 last week and at 
the same time announced that sub- 
scribers could substitute Marian An- 





| ‘Columbia Opera In 





Baltimore, Sept. 23. 

Columbia Opera Co., under direc- 
tion of Armand Bagarozy, will make 
its seventh annual visit to tre Mary- 
land here next week with grand 
opera repertory at $2.22 top. 

Guest stars include Lanny Ross, 
Lucille Manners, Felix Knight, Ethel 
Barrymore Colt, Francia White and 
Virginia Pemberton, Alfred Chigi, 
Josepha Chekova, Louisa Coronina, 
and Lloyd Harris are regulars listed 
for return. 


‘Forgotten 





Baltimore Return 


Grace Moore Opens 
With Mpls. Symph 


open her fall 








Grace Moore will 
iconcert tour in St. Paul with the 
Minneapolis Symph on Sept. 24 in 
the Auditorium. Singer is presently 
booked for 26 concerts and will have 
a by the end of the year. 

Miss Moore will! sing with the San 
Peetng Chicago and Met opera 
companies, her new role at the lat- 
ter house begin the title part in 
‘Tosca.’ 


CITIZENS GROUP 
FORMS SYMPH 
IN BKLYN 





Formation of Brooklyn's first sym- 
phony orchestra will be announced 
at the Hotel Granada, Brooklyn, to- 
morrow (Thursday), when a perma- 
nant citizens committee of 100 will 
meet to augment current plans. 
Georges Zasdawsky will be in charge 
of assembling an orchestra of 100 
men. 





Opera Set 





of operas this winter which have 
not been heard in periods ranging | 
from 15 to 80 years. Operas will be 


New Opera Co. 

Latter organization will put on 
Offenbach’s ‘La Vie Parisienne,’ 
which has never been given at the | 
Met; Verdi's ‘Macbeth,’ which was | 
first given in N. Y. in 1850 and has | 
likewise not been done by the Met; 





‘Cosi Fan Tutte’ (Mozart), aes 
|had its last Met presentation in 

April, 1928, with Lucrezia_ Bori, 
| Florence Easton, George Meader, 
Giuseppe De Luca and Editha 
| Fleischer; and Tschaikowsky’s ‘Pique 
Dame,’ first done in German at the 


Met in 1910 with Leo Slezak, Emmy 
Destinn, Alma Gluck and Adamo 
Didur, 
The Met plans revivals of ‘Fra 
Diavolo’ for Lily Pons, not done 
since 1910, ‘Meyerbeer’s Hugenots,’ 
which was last heard in 1915 with 
Enrico Caruso, Frieda Hempel, 
Emmy Destinn, Mabel Garrison, 
Leon Rothier, and Antonio Scotti. 
Also planned is Mozart’s ‘Magic 
Flute,” last done in 1926 with Marion 
Talley, Elisabeth Rethberg, George 
Meader, Paul Bender, and Gustav 
Schutzendorf. ‘Elixir D’Amore’ will 
be done with Bruno Landi, Salva- 





For Revival 


New York will witness a number | Brooklyn has depended on touring 


Programs will be given at the 
Academy of Music. For the first 
year it is planned to have eight con- 
certs, which may be supplemented 
by a popular-priced series for young- 
er members, Organization is to be 
non - profit making. Heretofore, 


orchestras for its symphonic music. 





presented both by the Met and the | KREISLER SET 


FOR 21 CONCERTS 


Fritz Kreisler has been set for 26 
concerts by NBC for the 1941-42 sea- 
son beginning in January. The 66- 
year-old violinist, recovering from 
his auto accident, will make 16 of 
the appearances with the NBC or- 
chestra. 

Kreisler will first appear with the 
Philadelphia Orch Jan. 9 in Phila- 
|delphia. He is booked for five other 
engagements with that group, dates 
being Jan. 10 in Philadelphia; Jan, 
13, in Washington; Jan. 14, Balti- 
more; Feb. 9, Philadelphia, and Feb. 
10, New York. 

Other orch dates 
Pittsburgh Symph, Jan. 23 and 24; 
|the Kansas City Philharmonic, Feb. 
3 and 4; Cleveland Symph, Feb. 19 
and 21; St. Louis Symph, March 6 





are with the 





tore Baccaloni and Bidu Sayao; it 
was last done in 
Schipa, Giuseppe De Luca, 
Fleischer and Ezio Pinza. 

the list of Met revivals is Rossini’s 
‘Cenerentola,’ never done at the Met, 
and last given in 1856 in N. Y. This 


Editha 


will be revived for Baccaloni and | 
Elizabeth Wysor, contralto. 
Besides these operas both ‘Car- 


and ‘Lucia’ 
tings and scenery, and will be re- 
studied for more elaborate presen- 
tations. 





1934 with Tito} 


Last in| 


will have new set- | 


and 7, Chicago Symph, March 12 and 
13. Straight recitals are scheduled 
in Boston, Elgin, Ill.; Knoxville, Co- 
lumbus, O.; Chicago, Trenton, Wash- 
ington, Buffalo, Charleston, S. C., 
and Hartford. 





Marty Snyder As Booker 
Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
Marty Snyder, local press agent, 
has branched out into the concert 
| booking field at Town Hall. 
| Opening attraction will be Car- 
melita Maracci, dancer, Dec. 10. 











derson, booked as an outside attrac- 
tion, for any other attraction on the 
list. Opera ‘Don Pasquale,’ with a 


Met cast, will open the year next | 
month and others pencilled in are 
Richard Crooks, Maracct Dancers, 
Salvatore Baccaloni, Jascha Heifetz. 
Nelson Eddy, Vladimir Horowitz and 
Lily Pons. 

At same time, Miss Beegle, who 
manages Pittsburgh Orchestra As- 
sociation, released POA bookings 
for season: Philadelphia Orch, Oct. 
31; Boston, Dec. 13 and 14; Minne- 
apolis, Feb. 13, and Philadelphia 
again May 3. Another Beegle enter - 
prise, Town Hall Lecture Series, has 
dates set for Claire Boothe, Chicago 
Round Table, Raymond Clapper, 
Vincent Sheean and Quentin Rey- 
nolds, with a we @ sixth still to be filled. 


Mitropoulos’ NBC Dates 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

Dmitri Mitropoulos, Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra conductor, will 
tonduct the NBC symphony orches- 
tra’s initial winter season’s concerts, 
Oct. 7 and 14. : 

He also will conduct broadcasts of 
the New York Philharmonic Sym- 
phony Dec. 14, 21 and 28 and Jan. 24. 


r 





Victor's Big Push for ‘Good Music 


Starts Sept. 29 With hiesidiiads Campaign—Artists 


RCA Victor will start a drive on 
Sept. 
good music in 


29 to ‘stimulate the growth of 
and will 
break its most extensive advertising 
campaign in years back of the pro- 
motion. It plans to release six rec- 
ords over a period of nine weeks at 
a cost of $1 per pair, or 50c a record, 
records, however, not to be sold ex- 
cept in pairs. 

Actual purpose of the drive will 
be to show the public the extensive- 
ness of the Victor catalog, as other 
| records at the regular $1 price will 
be released at the same time. Full 
page ads will be taken in the News 
in N. Y. and Life the first week. and 
then in 57-70 papers throughout the 
country during its duration. A ceil- 
ing has had to be placed on the sale 
of the records, since all participating 
artists have waived royalties on the 
|} Sale, hence a maximum of 2.000.000 


America’ 








Are Waiving Their Royalties Temporarily 


| records may be sold for the entire 
| group of six. 

The first group to be released Sept. 
29 will be the orchestral records, 
these comprising a recording by the 
Philadelphia orchestra under Eugene 
Ormandy playing Strauss’s ‘Em- 
peror Waltz,’ and the second being 
the Boston Pops Orchestra under 
Arthur Fiedler playing the ballet 
music from ‘Faust.’ 

Second release on 
have Rose Bampton singing ‘O 
Patria Mia’ from ‘Aida,’ and Beni- 
amino Gigli singing ‘Celeste Aida,’ 
while the other in this group is a 
recording of John Charles Thomas 


Oct. 20, will 


singing ‘When I was a Lad,’ and 
‘There Is No Death.’ 
Last will be the | instrumental 


recordings, these being one of Jesus 
Maria Sanroma playing Liszt’s Sec- 
ond Hungarian Rhapsody, and Wil- 





liam Primrose, playing Dvorak’s 
‘Humoresque’ and Nevins’ ‘The 
Rosary.’ 


Hurok, Gallo Toe Troupes Rocked Back 
On Heels by Confusing Toronto Dates 





Weede Bows Oct. 6 


Robert Weede, Met baritone, opens 
his fall concert serfes in Rosemond, 
Mont., Oct. 6 and sings in Corvallis, 
Ore., Oct. 8, San Diego, Oct. 11, 
Pasadena, Oct. 13, and Bakersfield, 
Cal., Oct. 15 before joining the San 
Francisco Opera Co., where he will 
sing in ‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re,’ ‘Bar- 
ber of Seville’ and ‘Tosca.’ He gives 
a recital in Eldorado, Kas., Nov. 11 
and planes to Cuba for concerts in 
Havana and Santiago Nov. 17 and 19. 
Then flies back to join the Chicago 
Opera Co. 

Weede will handle most of the 
important baritone roles at the Met 
this season, 


Boston Symph 
Faced With AFM 
Picket Line 


In a terrific drive to force the last 
major non-union symphony orchestra 
into the fold, James C. Petrillo, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Musicians, last week threatened to 
throw a picket line around Sym- 
phony Hall, Boston, and everywhere 
the Boston Symph goes if it refuses 
to join the AFM. Earlier in the week, 
Petrillo told Efrem Zimbalist and 
Joseph Szigeti, violinists, both of 
whom resigned from the American 
Guild of Musical Artists to join the 











AFM, to cancel engagements with the 


Koussevitzky outfit. Petrillo’s office | 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 
Sol Hurok and Fortune Gallo, in 
bringing two ballet groups to Tor- 
onto within the fortnight, pulled a 
stroke of business that brought bad 
news all around for themselves, 


their companies, two legit manage- 
ments here—not to speak of the au- 
diences, 

As far as ballet-goers were con- 
cerned, confusion commenced with 
the newspaper announcements that 
Hurok was presenting the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo at the Royal 
Alexandra for seven performances, 
commencing Sept. 16, and that For- 
tune Gallo’s Original Ballet Russe 
(the de Basil group) would be at 
Massey Hall for a week’s engage- 
ment, beginning Sept. 22. Result 
was utter confusion among theatre- 
goers who shuttled between both 
houses, and got the programs of both 
ballets and the principals mixed up. 
Even the newspapers got bawled up 
and transposed cut-lines; the pacify- 
ing of their ‘to-blazes-with-it’ atti- 
tude was another headache for the 
advance men and the publicity rep- 
resentation for the Royal Alex- 
andra and Massey Hall. 

Chief result of this ‘double fea- 
ture’ in ballet is that both houses 
have taken a beating while, if they 
can get together this time, the two 
impresarios, its held, can bind up 
each other's wounds. Opening the 
1941-42 season too early, this coupled 
with hot weather and the presence 
of the rival troupe the following 
week, Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
chalked up a poor $12,000 at the 
Royal Alexandra here, with the 1,- 
551-seater scaled at $3.60 top. What 
the Original Ballet Russe will do at 
Massey Hall (2,840-seater at $3.60 
top) remains to be seen. 





stated yesterday (Tuesday) that the | 


question of picketing will be acted 
upon just before the Boston sym- 
phony opens its season. Meanwhile, 
it was added, the situation remains 
unchanged. 

The Boston Symph has been barred 
from radio and phonograph records 
during the past two years by Petrillo. 
Petrillo went to Boston Sept. 18 to 
attempt to make a deal with the or- 
chestra to no avail. 

Boston Symphony pays salaries 
which are all higher than the mini- 
mum set by the AFM. 











Concert People 








Efrem Zimbalist leaves West 


Hartford, Conn., where he spent the | 
to his | 
post as director of the Curtis Insti- | 


summer farming, to return 
tute, Philadelphia, at the end of the 
month, 


Pierre Luboshutz and Genia 
menoff, duo pianist, give a N.Y. 
cital Jan. 23 at Town Hall. 


Ne- 
re- 





Kirsten Thorborg, Met contralto, 
will solo with the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic March 26 and 27. 





Claudio Arrau, Chilean pianist, 
will guest solo in the Liszt E Flat 
piano concerto with the Chicago 
Symph on Jan. 1 and 2. On Nov. 
18 he appears with the Montreal 
Symph., 





First tour, performance of the St. 
Louis Opera Co. takes place in 
Evansville, Ill, Oct. 20. Opera is 
‘Martha,’ with Felix Knight, Doug- 
las Beattie, Hertha Glaz and Ger- 
hard Pechner, 





Judith Hellwig, soprano, and Mack 
Harrell, pianist, will appear in a 
performance of the Beethoven Ninth 
Symphony with the Philadelphia 
Orch in New Orleans on Jan. 26. 
Miss Hellwig also appears with the 


same orchestra in Philadelphia 
March 27 and 28 in Verdi's 
‘Requiem.’ 





Jean Juelis, former dancer with 


the L’Opera Paris, arrived last week 
from France. 





Fredrich Schorr, Met Wagnerian 
baritone for the past 19 years, will 
spend two days weekly during the 
winter teaching opera at the Julius 
Harrte school, Hartford. He will 
also teach at his home in Monroe, 
N. Y., besides making appearances at 





the Met. 








‘Il estan Set 
To Conduct for 28 
NBC Orch Concerts 


Twenty-eight concerts with 11 con- 
ductors have been set for the NBC 
symph during the 1941-42 season 

Conductors set are Dmitri Mitro- 


poulos, Oct. 7 and 14; Efrem Kurtz, 
Oct. 21 and 28; Leopold Stokowski, 


Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25, March 24, 31, 
7 and 14; Juan Jose Castro, Arg 


April 


eCii@= 


tine director of the Colon, Dec. 2, 9 
and 16; Sir Ernest MacMillan, Dec. 
23 and 30; George Szell, Jan. 6 and 
13; Dean Dixon, Jan. 20 and 27; 
Frank Black, Feb. 3 and 10; Alfred 
Wallenstein, Feb. 17 and 24: Fritz 
Reiner, March 3 and 10, and Saul 
Caston, March 17. 


PHILLY OPERA CO. BOWS 
WITH ‘FAUST’ NOV. 18 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

The Philadelphia Opera Co., with 
Sylvan Levin as musical and artistic 
director, and C. David Hocker, 
eral manager, opens its season at the 
Academy of Music Nov. 18 with 
‘Faust.’ 

Other operas to be done during the 
season, all in English, will be ‘Bar- 
tered Bride,’ ‘Die Fledermaus,’ ‘Bo- 
heme,’ ‘Eugene Onegin,’ ‘Spiel oder 
Ernst,’ ‘Butterfly,’ ‘Nozze di Figaro,’ 
‘Old Maid and the Thief,’ ‘Pelleas et 
Melisande,’ ‘Rosenkavalier,’ ‘Tales of 





ven. 
5* 


Hoffman,’ ‘Cosi Fan Tutte,’ ‘Traviata,’ 
‘Il Tabarro,’ ‘Suor Angelica’ and 
‘Gianni Schicchi.. Deems Taylor's 


‘Ramuntcho’ will be given its world’s 
premiere on Feb. 10. 

Company uses only young Ameri- 
can singers. 


WNEW’s Anzac Basso 
Recently Got to U.S.A. 


Oscar Naska, New Zealand bass of 
Russian decent, has been signed by 
WNEW, New York, and makes his 
American debut on that station to- 
day (Wednesday) from 8:15 to 8:30 
p.m. The bass arrived in the U. S. 
a few weeks ago and will be known 
on the air as the ‘Anzac Basso.’ 

He has sung leading roles at 
Covent Garden, London, and appeared 
throughout England in concerts. 








Dallas Symph has booked Helen 
Traubel, Zino Francesatti and Sidney 
Foster among its soloists for the 
1941-42 season, 


ere 


~ 
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BANDS-THEATRES’ CRISIS 





Fitch Record-of-Week Gives Radio 


And Columbia Discs Unique Tieup NS 


—_—__——_— 4 


Under a tieup between Columbia 
Records and the Fitch Bandwagon, 
the radio show will plug a song-of- 
the-week record. This disk will have 


been recorded by the time the ro- 
tating guesters take to the air. Co- 
lumbia will have the platters na- 
tionally distributed to its dealers the 
Thursday before the Sunday broad- 
casts, in anticipation of sales calls. 

Columbia, in reciprocation for the 
Fitch direct plug for the waxworks, 
will have a special label on the re- 
spective tunes, thus giving the hair 
preparation a direct-into-the-home 
phonograph billing, akin to its radio 
plug. 

The records will be billed as 
‘Fitch Bandwagon Specials,’ and the 
idea tees off Oct. 5 with Eddy | 
Duchin’s recordings of ‘Love 
Thought of It All’ and ‘Stars Over 
the Schoolhouse.’ These are BMI 
and ASCAP publications respec- 
tively, thus straddling the fense un- 
til ASCAP-broadasters’ peace is} 
formally signatured and all tunes 
are back on the air. Fitch is on 
NBC-red network, hence the strad- 
dle. 

The Oct. 12 week will be omitted | 
but the deal resumes Oct. 19 with 
Harry James; Oct. 26 with Horace 
Heidt or Kay Kyser, et al. Benny 
Goodman, Claude Thornhill, Charlie 
Spivak, and others will follow. 

Pat Dolan, director of exploitation 
and advertising for Columbia; 

(Continued on page 40) 


CISLER SIGNS 
WITH AFM 





+ 





of WGRC, Louisville, a Mutual af- 
filiate, agreed to employ a _ studio 
staff of musicians. The controversy 
involved, as it turned out, the ex- 
penditure of $170 a week by the 
station. Cisler flew into New York 
to meet with James C. Petrillo, 
American Federation of Musicians 
prez, on negotiating a settlement 


settlement terms WGRC 
will use four instrumentalists at 
$27.50 a week each, a band 
($30) and an organist at $30 a week. 
Petrillo pulled the remote bands off 
Mutual Sept. 12. 


Under the 


leader 


Herman Probable For 
New Yorker Return Date; 
Now in Coast Hospital 


Woody Herman’s band will return 


to the New Yorker hotel again the 


first part of 1942, though no con- 
tracts have been definitely nea 
Pencilling in of a date for his open- 
Ing and the official signaturing } 
awaiting the first couple of weeks 
of Berny Goodman's stay, response 
to which will determine the length 
of Goodman's run and, of course 
Herman's opening 

Goodman opens at the New 
Yorker Oct. 9 for at least eight 
weeks. He’s now at Frank Dailey's 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

Herman was operated on _ at 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, Holly- 
wood, Monday (22) morning for a 
hernia. 


ROLLER SKATES REPLACE 
AT BALTO’S COLISEUM 


Coliseum, Baltimore, which seats 
about 7,000 people for fights, etc., 
and can dance between 8,000-9,000 | 
people, is giving up use of name} 
bands and is going in for roller skat- | 
ing instead. 

Spot is operated 
Rochman. 


by William H. 


issued it 
{nation that 


| 
Remote dance bands went back on 


the Mutual Network last Friday (19) 
after Steve Cisler, general 


| dancery 


; unshutter 
manager | 


Portsmouth, 
| dates 





The Endless Chain 


Kansas City, Sept. 23. 

Newest topical development in 
the current popular terp crazes 
is the blackout conga originated 
by Maestro Hal Wayne at fhe 
Hotel President Drum Room last 
week, 

When a strike of the em- 
ployees of the Light and Power 
company caused a total blackout 
of the city at midnight Wayne 
supplied terping patrons with 
lighted candles and the conga 
chain went merrily on. 


PALLADIUM 








FAILS TO OPEN 


IN CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
The Palladium 


failed to open here on schedule Fri- 


new Ballroom 


‘day (19) night when the Police Dept. 


| 





| 
| 


| 





| form contracts, stipulating that the 


| sociai 


refused to grant an operation permit. | 


Plans had been made to get 
way on a verbal promise of a license, 
but when time came for okay to be 
was stalled off on expla- 
new operators first had 
to be investigated. That’s apparent- 
ly a throwback on recent trouble 
with the spot when it was known as 
the Theatre Cafe. 

Bookers of Charlie Spivak’s band, 
which has been laying off in Chi 
since Friday, said they expected the 
to get a green light and 

last night (Tuesday. ). 
Dinah Shore, had also been 
but returned to New York over 
weekend. 


singe! 
set 


the 


Jack Benny’s Rochester 
On Dixie One-Niters 


Eddie (Rochester) Anderson goes 
out on a short string of one-night 
dates with Edgar Hayes’ band be- 


fore returning to California and Jack 
Colored 
stands to- 
Stadium, 
with 
to- 


Benny’s radio program. 
overnight 
(Wednesday) at the 
Va.. and follows 
at Aud., Charlotte, N. C., 


morrow (Thursday): Municipal Aud., 


comic begins 


night 


Atlanta (24): Aud., Columbia, S. C 
(26): Mosque, Richmond, Va. (29), 
with the 27th and 28th still to be 
filled 
Beside Rochester and Hayes’ crew 
t carry couple acts Kitty 
Viurra a nger! s onlv one set sc 


JUST POP IN AND YODEL 


Auditions at Harold Austin’s 
For a New Vocalist 


Open 


a3. 
lack- 
ing a vocalist, will fill by means of 
auditions at his 
dancery. For next five weeks any- 
one with vocal yen ts being invited 
to climb up on bandstand and war- 
ble. Most promising voice, male or 
female, will get the job. 

Local interest is aroused at stunt, 
since Austin has boosted a couple of 
other singers, notably Tiny Schwarz, 
now at WBEN, by this means. Va- 
cancy was left by Jack Kennedy’s 
return to Texas U. for final year of 
music. 


Buffalo, Sept. 
Bandleader-op Harold Austin 


open Esquire 





| Benny Goodman and Irving Good- 


man, trumpeter, former's brother, 
now with Vaughn Monroe's band. 


under | 


| no dates, 


| tine 
ing. 


| 
| 


| Ayres in action and rushed back to 





AFM. CHW OWN ‘Musicians Union Wins im New Jersey 





Sensational Disclosure of | 
‘Phoney’ Signature on 
MCA Contract Follows 
Unexpected Opening of 
Mitchell Ayres Orchestra 
At Paramount — Petrillo 
Grants Reprieve to State, 
Strand 


—___— 





RETROACTIVE FEAR | 


What has been classed as a ‘mis- 
take’ by an unnamed girl clerk in 
the Music Corp. of America’s New 
York contract department last week 
gained a last-minute reprieve from 
the musicians union for the three 
theatres on Broadway playing bands. 
With Loew’s, Paramount and War- 
ner Bros. refusing to sign the new 
American Federation of Musicians’ 





theatres were responsible for paying 
security taxes on individual 
musicians in traveling bands, it 
didn’t appear late last Tuesday night 
(16) that Mitchell Ayres’ orchestra 
would open the following day at the 
Paramount, nor Larry Clinton at | 
Loew’s State on Thursday, nor Eddy 
Duchin at the Strand on Friday. 
However, when Ayres and his 

crew appeared at the Paramount per 
schedule Wednesday morning, no- 
body was more surprised than the 
Paramount theatre execs themselves. 
The night before they had figured 
the theatre would be without a pit 
show, due to the union’s ruling that 
either in theatres, hotels, 


cafes, etc., could be played by a |} 
traveling orchestra unless it was | 
contracted for under the new form. 


Harry booker of Warner 
Bros.’ Strand, and Sidney Piermont, 
booker for Loew’s, were also present | 
at the Paramount opening and, hav- 


Mayer, 


ing been assured that Paramount 
vasn't signing the new contract 
form, they were surprised to 


to find 
¢ he Par; Owy Nay ' oA + - thea 
for the aramount was fowl for the 
State and Strand.’ Piermont, in fact. 
had already up a straight 
vaude show 
orch, while 


their offices out why ‘fish 


lined 
to replace 1S 
Mayer was still uncer- 
type of show, if any 
the Strand. 


tain what 
would play 

Ayres’ Raincheck 
the musicians 
bookers 
from Jack 
president of Local 802, that Ayres 
permitted play the Para- 
mount because a contract on the new 
form had been filed with the union. 
This looked like a fast curve, 
another call was made to Paramount 
execs, who reiterated that they had 

(Continued on page 42) 


A call 
of 


sponse 


by 
Te- 
Vicee- 


to union 
elicited the 


Feinberg, 


one the 


to 


Was 


so 


Success Goes 


Johnny Long’s 


ithe articles. 


Orchestra Coveted by 


i TAXES On Social Tax Responsibility; 


Leader Has Foreman’ Relationship 


ad 





“— 


Serenade Joe Weber 


A.F.M. officials James C. 
Petrillo, Ed Canavan, Harry 
Brenton and Fred_ Birnbach 
waxed a special ‘greetings’ to 


prexy-emeritus Joseph N. Weber 
at Ben Selvin’s Muzak plant. 

It's for the occasion of the 
Webers’ golden wedding anni- 
versary, celebrated in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday). 








SNEAK THIEF 


FRATERNIZES 
FIRST 


Clyde Lucas’ band got 
best it could Monday night 


along as 
(23) 
the Benjamin Franklin hotel, Phila- 
delpia, lacking three instruments and 
one uniform, Young fellow 
posed as a member of Herbie Holmes’ 
band is thought to be the thief who 


raided the band’s rooms and copped | 
According to Lucas; the | 
guy showed up at the hotel Saturday | 


night (20) dressed in a band uniform 
and represented himself as a Holmes 


man passing through to San Fran- 


} cisco, 


sat around with 
later took him 
quarters where he 


musicians 
him all night, then 
upstairs to their 
apparently watched where keys, et 
were placed. It wasn‘t until after the 


Lucas’ 


Ps 


theft that Lucas discovered that 
Holmes’ outfit opened*in San Fran- 
cisco a week ago Leader thinks 
that the stolen uniform means that 
ithe same ‘one-of-the-boys’ trick will 
be pulled on some other band. | 

Suspect is six-féet, blonde, about 


170 pounds. 


SAMMY KAYE WITH 
VICTOR AT A BOOST 


Sammy Kaye's 
ed with Victor 
another 


orchestra contract- 
Records last week for 
Band wa 
an increase in salary, 
$600 a side against a royalty. Con- 
tract calls for 50 sides a year. 
Kaye's recording of ‘Daddy’ is the 


two years given 


supposed to be 


biggest selling side that Victor has 
had in some time It’s hovering 
around the 425,000 mark. 


to Headlines 


Previously 


Unimpressed Hotel, Theatre 


e———___—_ 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
snobbish about 
success. Witnessing this truism is 
the success story of the upcoming 
Johnny Long orchestra and _ the 
change in its fortunes since 1939. 

In that year the Statler interests 
took over the William Penn hote! 
and dismissed Long as not worth the 
$900 weekly stipend it was then get- 
Before leaving Pittsburgh, Bub 
Miley, Long's manager, tried to get/| 
a $1,000-week booking at the Stanley | 
theatre here. The theatre was bored 
by the suggestion. 


Show 


business is 





Dance Pickups Switch 
In Cincinnati Area 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
Remotes orchestra 
from 


of programs 
the Lookout House, nearby 
Kentucky nitery, transfer to WKRC 


and the Mutual web Oct. 1, after 
eight years of airing by Crosley’s 
| WLW and WSAI, NBC affiliates. 


Wally Johnson’s band, local, is cur- 
rent at the spot. 

Change gives WKRC and Mutual 
their first Ciney music pick-up. 


Last week the Penn hotel bid $3,-|WCKY, CBS affiliate, broadcasts 
Harry Jaeger, drums, formerly with | 000 for the Long orchestra, but the | dance music from the Hotel Gibson, 
; orchestra wasn't available to it be-| in which the station is located. Other 


cause it’s booked into the same Stan- | 
ley theatre Dec. § at around $5,000. 


places here plaving road bands are 
broadcast through WLW-WSAI. 


at | 


who | 


Trenton, Sept. 23. 

The Musicians union has scored a 
legal victory on the issue of making 
employers responsible for the pay- 
ment of unemployment compensa- 
tion taxes when the New Jersey su- 
preme court last week ruled that so 
| long as an orchestra is subject to the 
control and direction of the operator 
of a spot the latter must pay the 
gevernment' insurance’ premiums. 
The court test was brought through 
Othello Bandiera, a musician, who 
| had been employed in Alex Bartha’s 
| band at the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
this summer. 

The court laid down the principle 
that the leader was in reality em- 
ployed as an agent or foreman and 
should be not considered as an in- 
dividual employer. Justice Ralph 
W. E. Dongas, in writing the opinion 
for the court, stated: 

‘It is undisputed that serv- 
ices were performed within the 
Unemployment Compensation 
law, but the orchestra was sub- 
ject to the control and direction 
of the Steel Pier Amusement Co. 
as to the time it was to play and 








what it was to play. It is clear 
that Bartha was merely the 
agent for hiring the men and 


was for all practical purposes a 
foreman. The musicians accom- 
| modated themselves to the needs 
and demands of the Pier and in 
fact took orders from and were 
under control of the Pier 
‘Viewed in the light of actu- 
ality, the situation does not dif- 
fer from the engagement of a 
group of painters for a specified 
time Or a group of ushers 
merely because the persons in- 
volved are musicians.’ 


- MONROE BAND 


CRACKS ICE 


} 


Vaughn Monroc: 
| its “first job in 


8 when it 


orchestra begins 
Oct 
‘Pepihouse 


and g 


commercial radio 


joins Camel's 
With Ilka Chase € 

, Show, which had been on CBS 
Friday nights with P 


Party’ 
Slar; 
ht: aul Bi ns 
band, gces into a 9:30-10 p.m 
NBC's Blue, 

Monroe begins his 
tne 
Commodore hotel! Oct. 2 


( 
spot ¢ 


first 


week 


New York 


location date previous 


Opens 


B’ way Par Booking Jams 
Xavier Cugat’s Concert: 
Into Carnegie Later 


xX f Cus eper € 
B Pa t 
¢ t © f¢ ee} 
picture commitn t with ‘H Back 
the Dawn’ (Charles Boyer), it forced 
cancellation of his Oct 5 Latine 
American concert at Carnegie Hall 
N. Y. With $800 rental paid ad- 
vance, the music of the Americas. 
under the Cugat baton, will be 
interpreted the first open date in the 
first week of November. 
Tre Latin show with Cugat will 


include Jay and Lew Seiler, Larry 
Adler and Raul and Eva Reyes. 


| George Olsen’s Reduction 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 

George Olsen has prevailed upon 
| the State Fair Grounds to reduce 
| his weekly rental from $1,500 to $750 
on the ground that his expenses for 
the season had been considerably 
more than he had anticipated. He 
estimated that his losses to date have 
been $17,794. 

Olsen's deal gave him an exclusive 
;}on all band bookings for the 
grounds. 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Woodv Herman's arrangement of Tchaikowsky’s ‘Piano Concerto,’ tagged 
in his version ‘Concerto No. 1 in B Flat Minor,’ is unique in that two men 
wrote it in given halves and tempoes without either being aware of how 
the other was approaching the job. Jiggs Noble, who has been with 
Herman for years, penned the first half in sweet style and slow tempo. 
Lowell Martin, a recent arranger addition, did the second half in swing 
atyle and tempo. 

Herman recorded the number for Decca. Other versions of the public 
domain melody are by Freddie Martin whose ‘Piano Concerto In B Flat 
finor’ is now a best selling record, and Shapiro-Bernstein’s arrangement, 
with a vocal, titled ‘Concerto For Two.’ 








Artie Shaw apparently is having trouble with bandstands in the ball- 
rooms that he is playing on his current one-night tour. Shaw's 32-piece 
outfit, including himself and vocalist, needs a lot of room when it tees up 
for an evening. Even over-sized stands of the type that are found in the 
bigger danceries in the east are well-populated with Shaw's bunch occu- 
pying them. 

General Amusement Corp., Shaw’s bookers, now have Howard Sinnott, 
assistant to one-night booker Dick Gabbe, out in front of the band making 
certain that bandstands which Have him scheduled are of the right dimen- 
sions and strong’ enough to sustain 32 peeple, instruments and library. 

Bonnie Baker, vocalist with Orrin Tucker’s band, will stay with that 
outfit until the first of the year because of requests for her made by the- 
atre managers in the midwest where Tucker is now playing. Several 
weeks ago Variery front-paged the fact that sre was bowing out, an item 
that was subsequently denied by the publicity department of Columbia 
Records, for whick Tucker records. 

Singer had been scheduled to leave the band about Oct. 1, but the afore- 
mentioned requests for her appearance in territory where the group had 
not played since ‘Oh Johnny’ pushed it to the fore, set back the date of 
her exit. MCA will book Miss Baker solo when she leaves the band. 

After having moved its New York headquarters to larger space in the 
same building last spring, Music Corp. of America is again shifting around 
and again finds itself with quarters too small to house its staff. Moveover 
of the CBS Artists Bureau, recently bought by MCA, has made tke re- 
cently acquired larger quarters obsolete. 

Publicity offices of Jack Lear had to be moved to a different building 
nearby to accommodate the Artists Bureau complement. 





Johnny Long and Les Brown were rival band leaders on the campus of 
Duke U. a few years ago, Long with a sweet crew and-Brown with a 
swing combo. So, the two outfits saluted one another this week by run- 
ning parties at each other’s spots. 

Sunday night (14) Long’s outfit journeyed to Brown’s stand at Log 
Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., and last night (Tues.) Brown returned the shindig 
with one of kis own at the New Yorker hotel, where Long is playing, 

‘I Don’t Want to Set the World on Fire,’ tune Tommy Tucker recorded 
for Columbia-Okeh, was discovered by band leader when Philadelphia’s 
Columbia distributor, Elliott Wexler, took him to hear the ‘Four Keys’ 
appearing with Bon Bon, ex-Jan Savitt, at Lou’s Tavern there. 

Unit had been featuring song at spot, gaining much popularity for it. 


Lillian Lane, Ft. Wayne radio singer, joined Claude Thornhill as vocalist 


in New York Sunday night (14), spent all day Monday (15) making record- | 


ings with Thornhill band, and is now being readied for her debut with 
band at Glen Island Casino, N.Y. 

New Wedgewood Room decor of the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s former 
Empire room, N. Y., where Eddy Duchin opens Oct. 3, loses a little capac- 
ity due to a large banquette arrangement. Will be 350 capacity, 
375 previously. 

After their present itinerary is completed, Orrin Tucker will be booked 
alone with his orchestra. Bonnie Baker will go out solo, sans band. 

Both under MCA direction. ° 


HENRY 











| SHOWMANSHIP SPRUCE 


jobs such as the second outfit at the 
| Roseland Ballroom, New 
| getting a buildup from CRA, 
| Bon, colored singer formerly 
Jan Savitt, has joined the 
| along with arranger Eddie Durham. 
|; James started the trek upward last 
week (Tues.) at Lob Cabin, Armonk, 
i 

Outfit stayed a week, 
Bob Chester tonight (Wed.) then 
returns after Chester exits 10 weeks 
hence. 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


Bon 
with 


Now at the 


Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago 


JIMMY &= 
DORSEY |_ Fitch tie-un 


























and His Orchestra Maurie Lipsey, MCA exec in Chi-| 
Featuring BOB EBERLY | cago; E. G. Naeckel of L. W. Ram- 
and HELEN O'CONNELL sey agency of Des Moines, repre- 
PARAMOUNT STUDIOS senting Fitch, set the deal. 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL, In view of the concentrated 


“THE FLEET’S IN” 


EAE ae buildup, focusing the Fitch plug on 
DECCA RECORDS 


Columbia records, dealers are ex- 
| pected to stock up above par. Usual 
procedure is to take the preceding 
three records and average their 
sales as a norm for ordering. 

Bands will be picked for Fitch by 
Lipsey (MCA) and Mannie Sacks. 
Columbia recording head in N. Y. 
Sacks and Joe Higgins will pick the 
tunes designated as ‘Band Wagon 
Specials’ and the obvious concen- 
trated plug, and its value to tke 
| chosen publishers will prompt a big 
plugging push. Only condition is that 
each tune be exclusive to the bands 
until the broadcast. 





Personal Management — BILL BURTON 














SONNY 
KENDIS 


AT THE PIANO 
Leading Both Bands 
STORK CLUB, New York 


50th Consecutive Week 


6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 








at 











suburb of Providence. 


|; Coy at 





On the Upbeat 


Sid Dickler band played its 50th 
;engagement at Northside Grotto, 
| Pittsburgh. 








Jack Leary, with Marion Joyce on 
ithe vocals, into the Trelon. Pitts- 
| burgh, for an indefinite stay, replac- 
‘ing the Yachtsmen. 


Paul Whiteman moves into Floren- 
tine Gardens, Hollywood, Dec. 24, as 
a supplemental attraction to the 
| N.T.G. floor show. 





Bob Crosby succeeds 
the Trianon, Los 
| Oct. 30. 

Ina Ray Hutton band at Peacock 
Terrace, Dallas, for a two-week 
stand. 


Ace Brigode at the Centennial Ter- 
jrace, Sylvania, O., Saturday Sept. 20. 


Milton Tarloff, manager of the 








as against | 


UP FOR SONNY JAMES 


B U oe & E Sonny James band, heretofore a 
non-name crew working various | 


York, if) 


group, | 


gives way to! 





Sammy Eisen, who recently closed 

the Dunes Club, Narragansett 
Pier, R. I, opens Thursday (25) at 
the Cabana, new nitery at Warwick, 


Trianon Ballrdoom, Toledo, O., in 
New York city, listening to dance 
bands. 


Bernie Cummins orchestra on I1l- 
|day engagement at Blue Moon, Wi- 
chita, Kans. 





Howard Russell back into’ the 
Trianon, Regina, Sask., for third sea- 
son after summer at Waterton Lakes 
National Park, Alberta. 





Henry King has added a gal vocal- 
ist, Gloria Faye, to his band at 
Green's, Pittsburgh. She was for- 
merly with Jack Teagarden. 


Everett Hoagland skedded for one- 








nighter at Bryn Mawr ballroom, 
Pittsburgh, Thursday (25). Spot 
taken over ®y Emil Martinelli for 


Johnny Martone openec' indefinite 


| stay Thursday (18) at Sky Vue, 
| Pittsburgh, replacing, Teddy King | 
| outfit, 

} ques 

| Art Farrar band goes into Colo- 
| nial, Pittsburgh, Oct. 1 for limited 
stay. Joey Sims crew there until 
then. 


Penn, Pittsburgh, on Monday (22) 
|for fourth engagement there this 
year. Succeeded Herbert Fritsche. 


Tom Kerr band, 
ley doing the vocals, into Trelon 
Cafe, Pittsburgh, for four weeks, re- 
placing Jack Leary. 


Billy Hinds band booked to re- 
|} open Continental room of Hotel 
| Schenley, Pittsburgh, Oct. 4. 





George MacFarlane returned with 
his orchestra ‘to the Wonderland Do® 
Track, Revere, Mass., Monday (22) 
for the four weeks’ fall meeting. 


|} Russ Morgan’s orchestra, which 
opens in the Rainbo Room of the 
| New Kenmore hotel, Albany, Sept. 


97 
ait, 


will broadcast four times weekly 
from that spot. 


| ae 
| Leon Mojica and orchestra began 
'an eight weeks’ stand at the Tri- 


Clyde Mc- | 
Angeles, 











Ralph Allen returned to New) 


> , t 
3 Band Reviews + 
+ 7 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines — 





(Records below 


throughout the country, as reported 


of more than one band or wocalist 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


are grabbing most nickels 


this week in jukebores 

by operators to Variety. Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 
Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Maria Elena (13) Southern..... 


2. I Don’t Want Set World Fire (5) (C 


3. Yours (10) Marks 


4. Yes, Indeed (8) Embassy 


\ Jimmy Dorsey....... .Decea 
) Tony Pastor........Bluebird 


ientn’ {Tommy Tucker ,.... -Okeh 


Bio: eeee-.- Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
{| Vaughn Monroe... ..Bluebird 

Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 


{ Bing Crosby 


-....Decea 


5. Y i? 4. yee oe ' oe 
ou an illson ’ |} Glenn Miller ......Bluebird 
6 Guess I'll Dream Rest (5) Block....... ) Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
| Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 
7. "Til Reveille (5) Melody Lane......... | Bing Crosby eh Decca 
| Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
8. Piano Concerto B Flat (2) Martin..... Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
9. You Are.. My Sunshine (3) Southern.. | Bing Crosby ......... Deces 
| Tommy Tucker .......Okeb 
10. Kiss Boys Goodbye (8) Famous........ } Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
; : i | Tommy Tucker........Okeh 


. DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popylarity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


Joltin® Joe DiMaggio (Courtney) 


Blue Champagne (Encore) .... 


Time Was (Southern) ........ 


Booglie Wooglie Piggy (Mutual) 


Peaceful In Country (Porgie) 


Jim (Kaycee) 


$21 Day, Once Month (Leeds) 


I've Been Drafted (Vanguard) ...... 


Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC).. 


| series of weekly dances with names. | 
| 


Rancho Pillow (Shapiro) 
Mama 


(Encore) 


SEES FPT VI VIFF OFOOOOOOS 


| POPS OY 4 HHH 4H HOFF 
GLEN GARR ORCHESTRA (13) 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 
First time for the Glen Garr crew 
in this town and it brings one of the 
sweeter types of music to the Grill. 
Featuring sweet saxes, muted brass 


| and electric guitar setup, it is along 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| and 


| Arranging is 


| anon, Seattle, on Thursday, Sept. 18, | 


| Will play Thursdays, Fridays, Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. 

Erskine Hawkins into the Trianon. 
Seattle, Sunday, Sept. 28, for a one- 
night stand. 


Freddy Martin moved back into 


the St. Francis, Frisco, Oct. 21. via 
MCA. 

Lake Compounce Ballroom, Bris- 
tol, Conn., extending its season to 
Oct. 4. Has Casa Loma next Sunday 
(28). Spot usually folds week after | 


Labor Day. 


| Enos Odd, former arranger, put- 
| ting together an 1l-piece band. He's 
| being backed financially by Noel 
Wesley. 


Teddy Powell again using Teddy 
Bears, a small jam group from with- 
in his big band at Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 


Ella Fitzgerald Sept. 28, Sonny 
Dunham Oct. 5, and Tony Pastor 
Nov. 2, at Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, 
Conn. 





Lei Aloha and Hawaiian orch 
playing at Club 22, Youngstown, O. 


Shep Fields will replace vocalist 
Dorothy Allen with Anny Perry 
when his band goes into Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn, Oct, 3. 





|} out 


| lines. 


with Gloria Jol- | 


Lombardo and Sammy Kaye 
Although organized = only 
three years, orch has had some long 
ballroom and air experience. Musi- | 
cal output nicely fits this supper 
spot 
Garr devotes himself 
baton waving and leaves his 
one-time electric guitar, plaving to 
a full time hand. Vocal department 
is well rounded, with Maurie Fraw- 
ley, of the reeds, soloing the tenor | 
ballads, Jeanne Yarnell handling 
the novelty lyrics along Bonnie 
Baker lines, and a male trio around 
Garr which is called on frequently. 
contributed by Frank 
White, string bass plucker, and Joe 
Famian, trumpeter. 
Originally the band was the enter- | 
prise of brothers Charles and Chet 
Garr, who now occupy a pew in the 


the 


to vocalling | 


sax section. Latter Brother Glen| 
was enlisted as front man. George| 
Aubrey is fourth member of the| 


reeds. 


Charles 


Jack Bibins, on trumpet, and 

Stout, on trombone, round | 
brass, and Cliff Slimm, piano, | 
George ‘Red’ Howe, drums and Wade | 
Creager, guitar, fill out the rhythm 
with White. Quin. 


| GRIFF WILLIAMS ORCH (14) 


| With 





Bob Kirk, Walter King, 
Lee, The Nob-Hillbiilys 
Palmer House, Chicago 
Fitting into the atmosphere of this | 
swank dinner and supper spot, band 
s a happy combination of sweet and 
swing, never leaning too far in either 
direction, and playing together with | 
precision and nice tone quality. Out- | 
fit can easily be identified on the 


Lois | 


| 
inteeesaninisinniti 
| 


| air, due to the fact that the arrangers | 


tastefully include a strain from the 
Williams theme in each number. 
Idea, while not new, is especially 
well done in this instance. 
Instrumentation includes’ three 
brass, three sax, three violins and 
three rhythm, with the pianistic 
ability of the leader added occasion- 
ally to make a total of 13 men. In 
addition, there is lovely little Lois 
Lee, gal vocalist, who contributes 
heavily on the rhythm tunes, and 
also joins with the quartet of the 
band, The Nob-Hillbillys, to form a 
swell quintet. Ballads are handled 
in great fashion by baritone Bob 
Kirk, from the sax section, and Wal- 
ter King, drummer, does the vocal 
work on most of the novelty tunes. 
Vocalists are far above average. 
Williams as front man has an 
agreeable personality, and whether 
waving the baton or seated at the 
piano he radiates affability. In addi- 
tion he possesses one trait lacking 
In so many leaders, grace and stage 
presence. Making new friends every | 





ere: 
sees aCe 


Les Brown 


{ Jimmy Dorsey. 


) Frankie Masters.......Okeh 
{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
a | Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 
{Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
) Johnny Long......... Decca 
(Crarlie Spivak ....... Okeh 
ees ) Harry James .....Columbia 
COavnaed Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{Tony Pastor .....Bluebird 
} Dick Robertson ...Decca 
wee GEVOOE 6ssacas Columbia 
‘ieaiicns ) Jesters er ernrey: | 
Cay BGO? i ccc ces Columbia 
**** ) Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
rere Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 
er Horace Heidt ....Columbia 
time he appears on the bandstand, 
he is a showman in the best sense 
of the word Gold 
| FORD HARRISON Orch (6) 
| Featuring Bernice Byres 
Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 
Ford Harrison's ‘continental’ music 
is ideal for the Hote] St. Moritz 
which, from its Cafe de la Paix 


(sidewalk cafe) to its Sky Gardens 
(roof), is patterned after a de luxe 
hostelry in yesteryear Europe. Har- 
rison, in fact, is a relatively recent 
repatriate from abroad, where he 
was four years dividing his engage- 
ments between the Bagatelle in 
Paris (the El Morocco of the French 


| capital, pre-occupation vintage), Ca- 


at 
at 


sino at Biarritz, Chez Victor 
Cannes and the Sporting Club 
Monte Carlo. 

Harrison is qa violin-maestro whose 
virtuosity on the strings is socko, 
with his gypsy type solos as entr’acte 
to the revue. For dansapation pur- 


poses, his six men give out plenty 
of lift for the hoof with a brisk, 
melodic style of ‘society’ music. Ber- 


nice Byres, featured vocalist, is also 
unique in her manner of song de- 


| livery, she too veering to the better- 


grade excerpts without being too 
longhair for a dance band vocalist. 
Her ‘Rumanian Gypsy’ excerpt and 
‘Chi-Chi-Castenango’ make for good 
contrast; while Harrison's ‘Play 


| Gypsy’ and ‘Intermezzo’ are likewise 


surefires, enhanced by exceptional 
interpretations. Incidentally, Harri- 
son is a good emcee in pacing the 
general proceedings. Abel. 


DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 
Broadcasting Coast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 
© 
COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A. ROMM 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 








































Herbert Foote, organist. 
in the Marine Dining Room, 


Kdgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, for the past 12 


years, recently accepted per- 
manent engagement with 
the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. The Hotel has not 
yet filled his position and is 
casting about for a_ well- 
known male organist. 
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Weather, No Radio Bally Crimps 


Hines in Portland, Ore., 400 at 75 


+ 


| 





(Estimates) 

Casa Loma (Lackwood Park, Ma- 
honey City, Pa., Sept. 18) 1,200 at $1 
was okay, but not up to level of 
other crews playing here recently. 

Sonny Dunham (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 15-20). 
Second shot here in four months for 


Nothing Pretentious 


—. 


Newark, Sept. 23. 
A new high in musical candor 
is being touched by a 14th street 
grill here which is billing its 
musical attraction as: 
‘Smellie Ori and His Stink- 
eroos.” 











Dunham was okay. Total of 16,200 
dancers in six days at $1.35 couple 
equalled strong gross of $10,935 at 
Arena, New Haven, Conn., Sunday 
(21) outfit drew fair 4,400 at 45c- 
$1.10, mat and: evening. 

Earl Hines (Uptown B., Portland, 
Ore., Sept. 16). Hines’ lack of air- 
time advanced as reason for poor 400 
draw in 1,200 capacity spot. At 75c 
gross was $300. At Natatorium Park, 
Spokane, Sept. 20, band pulled 1,- 


Tommy Dorsey 
Makes Bow As 


Business Mer. 


000 at 85c. Cold weather was blamed 
for holding down draw. 

Russ Morgan (Brookline Club, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 18). Second 
name crew in here, Morgan drew | 
fair 1,250 at 65c-85c for $800. 

Tony Pastor (Glen Casino, Wil- | 
liamsville, N. Y., Sept. 17). Only | 
one week’s notice meant fair 818) 
dancer’s to Pastor’s first stand here- 
abouts 322 at 99c advance, rest a} 
$1.25. | 

Raymond Scott (Casa Loma B., St. | 
Louis, Sept. 12-19). After setting 
new opening night record poor 
weather crimped Scott’s chances for 





new full-week mark; $5,000 gross at l? 





30c-40c-50c scale. | 


Don Kaye Under Fredericks 


| 
| 





Band Bookings 








Tommy Dorsey, Sept. 26, Rose- 
mont B., Brooklyn; 27, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown; 28, Arena, New 
Haven, Conn.: Oct. 1, Uline Arena, 
Washington, D. C.; 2, Brookline C.., 
Philadelphia; 3, Savoy B., New York 
City; 4, Armory, Teaneck, N. J.; 5, 
Arena, Trenton, N. J.; 7, Centennial, 
H@milton, O.; 8, Myers Lake, Can- 
ton, O. 

Mitchell Ayres, Dec. 4, four weeks, 
Peabody hotel, Memphis. 


Bobby Byrne, Oct. 8, Aragon B., 
Philadetphia. 


Louis Prima, Oct. 17, week, How- 
ard theatre, Baltimore. 

Shep Fields, Oct. 3-6, Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn; 24-week, Palace the- 
atres, Youngstown, Akron, O. 

Charlie Barnet, Oct. 17, week, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 24-26, 
Adams theatre, Newark; 30, Hipp 
theatre, Baltimore. 

Bobby Parks, Oct. 2, indef., Beach- 
comber, N. Y. 





| 


| 


Bill Bardo, Sept. 26-28, Peony 
Park, Omaha; Oct. 11, three weeks, 
Lowry hotel, St. Paul. 


Dolly Dawn, Oct. 9, week, Flat- 


Meetings this week between his | bush theatre, Brooklyn; 17-19, Wind- 


own reps and those of two and pos- | 


sor theatre, Bronx. 


sibly three other bands probably | Johnny ang, Oct. 9. week, Cen- 
will put Tommy Dorsey in the band | tral theatre, Passaic, N. J. P ’ 

personal management business, a|_ Aftie Shaw, Oct. 1. Civic Hall, 
move he has contemplated for some | Richmond, Ind.; Oct. 3, week, Pal- 
time Dorsey’s band manager, | ace theatre, Cleveland; 10, Trianon 
Leonard Vannerson, is scheduled to B., Toledo; 11, Castle Farms, Cin- 
huddle with Dean Hudson’s men to | ©7Mati; 14, Coliseum, Evansville, 


work out details of his backing and 
directing that band and another 
meeting will put him finally in the 
same position with Harry James. 
James recently bought his release 
rom a seven-year management con- 


tract held by Arthur Michaud-Jim | 


Peppe, but a 3314 piece of his outfit 
is still held by Benny Goodman, who 
advanced him money to get going 
almost two years ago. 

Third group in which Dorsey is 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Don Kaye, whose band got its first 


major break when booked into Hotel | Steel Pier, Atlantic City, for the past 
St. Francis this summer, has been | 


: . re |couple summers. Hudson’s band is 
signed by L. A. Fredericks. Latter, widely known in the southeast. Itas 
out here for Herbie Holmes first 


sponsored on a radio network in 
Coast date at the Mark Hopkins, lthat territory by Lantz’s Toastchees. 
asa the hove ng aapegaoes and | Dorsey is also a music publisher. 
took it under his wing. ; “ 

Kaye’s surprise click. at the St. | 
Francis won him a pact which will | 
bring him back for the next four 
summers. 


supposed to be interested is Alex 
Bratha’s. the house band at the 





Ruby Newman opens fall season 
for Oval Terrace, Copley Plaza, Bos- 
|} ton, Oct. 1 for four weeks. 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
. 7 3.30 200 
30b Chester...... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1).... cece eceees : 4 : 350 pre 
Xavier Cugat.. Waldorf (600: $1-$1.50)....cseeeeee. 23 3,125 = 1 
. Bil 300: $1-$1.5 $5 92: 
Ray Heatherton...Biiltmore (300; $1-$1.50)....--+eeeees 15 ;. “ 6 won 
Harry James...... Lincoln (250: 75e-$1) : ” ts Pm. 
Ray Kinney* . Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) . 2... ceeeee oe : ; = . a “ 
Johnny Long*.... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ i5 1,975 ry 
Hal Saunders..... St. Regis™(400; $1-$1.50 18 425 1,2 
diel _ I? penile } son : . 
*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. +3 days; James opened Thursday (18). 
Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Merrily he swings along, 


] 
. rer 95 “stomers yr 1 week, 
month after month, with slightly over 2,500 customers for the wee 


Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Catching on al- 
though not too well known. Pulled around 5.500 for waregrecwnied nig i 

Gene Krupa (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Krupa has a —e a 
and were it not that biz is off all ove n would have clicked muc! 
bigger than the low 12.500 that hepped through his first week Cr 
maintain the pace of a bangup opening. 

Harry A nar (Hotel atl Santa Monica; 500; 50c-$1). Seaside dance 
spot ote into camphor Sept. 26. Pulled normal 1.500 covers on the past 
week } 

Bob Crosby (Casino, Catalina Islan 4.000; 28-44¢ —" x es 
son last week, lateness of the engagement cutting the cket ¢ t cow 
to around 8,500. ] 

Clyde McCoy (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40-55c). Opened Sept. 18 and 


should pick up around 5,500 stubs on first week. 

Ozzie Nelson (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2.000; 
3.500 hoofers on the week and doing as well as can be expected with n 
of the town taking a holiday from the dance. 

Jimmie Grier (Florentine Gardens, Hollywood; 1,000; 75-$1) First name 
band into this spot, which has long featured Nils Granlund's floor revue. 
Place has long prospered and hard to tell how much of the 5,000 draw can 
be credited to Grier. 


55c ). 


Hitting around 


iost 


San Francisco 


Will Osborne (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50-$1.50). Blackout 
Mark Hopkins sent some biz to the Palace, upping Osborn’s fourth week 
to around 1,300 covers, still only fair. - 

Paul Pendarvis (Mural Room, Hotel St. Francis; 550; 50-$1.50). First 
week netted around 1,250 covers Band is catching on with collegiate 
crowd, which helps Saturday nights. 

Herbie Holmes (Peacock Court, 


of 


Hotel Mark Hopkins; 500; 50-$1.50) 


Strike blacked out Holmes’ first coast date before he had a chance to get 
80ing, but the few days he had were 


sood and band is definitely liked here. 





| 





| 





Ind.; 15, Memorial Hall, Joplin, Mo.; 
17, Coliseum, Tulsa, Okla.; 18, Aud., 
Oklahoma City; 21, Aud., Topeka, 
Kan.; 22, Shrine Mosque Spring- 
field, Mo.; 23, Playmor B., Kansas 
City, Mo.; 24, Turnpike Casino, Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Jerry Wald, Oct. 11, indef., Ging- 
ham Gardens, Springfield, Il. 

Count Basie, Sept. 28, Walnut 
Beach, Milford, Conn.; Oct. ‘5. Arena, 
New Haven; 12, Arena, Trenton, 
N. J. 

Will Bradley, Oct. 29, Aud., Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

Henry Busse, Oct. 10, two weeks, 
Chase hotel, St. Louis. 

Del Courtney, Oct. 20, Modernistic 
B., Clinton, Ia. 

Earl Hines, Sept. 26-27, 
Mill, Great Falls, Montana. 


Green 


atre, Hartford; 24, week, Earle the- 
atre, Philadelphia. 


Miller, $33,000, Breaking Philly 
Record; Duchin Swell 446 in N.Y, 
~ T. Dorsey, $25,000, Buff. Smash 


Estimates for This Week 
Mitchell Ayres, New York (Par; 
3,664; 35-55-85-99). Ayres, plus Ken : 
| Murray and Judy Canova, are credit- ley; 3,800; 25-40-60). With Anita 
| ~~ . ,* bhses _. ,_| Louise for stage support and ‘Father 
ed with stoutly bolstering ‘Our Wife | Takes Wife’ (RKO) on screen. Mon- 
(Col) here; on first seven days ended ,roe clicking first time around, on 
last night (Tues.), $39,000, not big | strength of that big record following 

< : |of his. He’s delivering, too, and the 
but quite profitable. 


|home-town angle isn’t hurting him 
Charles Barnet, Los Angeles (Or-'any. Headed for around $20,000, 


pheum; 2,200; 30-44-55). ‘Broadway | good. 
Limited’ (UA) and ‘They Meet | Raymond Scott, Chicago (Chicago; 
Again’ (RKO) on screen not much | 4900; 35-55-75) with ‘Aloma’ (Par), 
help. Band gets credit for bulk of |Getting rather mild $32,000, with 
$7,600. | Scott probably a major part of the 
Larry Clinton, New York (State: draw. 





,000 of smashing house high set by 
| Joe Penner. 


Vaughn Monroe, Pittsburgh (Stan- 








3,450; 27-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With Ar- 
ren and Broderick and other acts on 
|stage, ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) 
| (2d run) being the film. Very good 
$25,000 in prospect. Since Par films 
second-run here usually suffer from 
| being milked at Ist-run Par, Clinton 
band no doubt is accounting for a 
goodly share of this business. 

Tommy Dorsey, Buffalo (Shea's: 
3,500; 35-55). Paired with ‘Kildare’s 
Wedding Day’ (M-G). Chief credit 
for sockeroo figures goes to Dorsey 
on stage. Rip-roaring $25,000 is up 
there with the best where this out 
fit belongs. 

Eddy Duchin, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-99). With Navy Blues 
Sextet on stage and ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB) on screen. Strong from the 
gun, gross looking $44,000 or better. 
Draught probably about evenly di- 
vided between Duchin and picture. 

Matty Malneck, Los Angles (Para- 





Dick Stabile, Providence (Met: 3,- 
| 200; 30-40-55) with ‘Let’s Go Col- 
| legiate’ (Mono) on screen and Gracie 
| Barrie (Mrs. Stabile) in stage show. 
| Nifty $7,500 in three-day weekend 
| stand. 


Plane Crashes Also 


Dangerous for Tooters 





It isn’t enough that the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians had to 
pass a rule recently forbidding more 
than 400 miles between one-night 
jumps, to curtail auto smashes of 
musicians, now apparently they'll 


have to begin worrying about planes. 
There are a number of leaders who 
fly themselves from date to 


date, 
mount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Malneck 
strong help for take of around $17,- 


often carrying some of their men 
with them. Jimmie Lunceford is the 








| ‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ 
| Glenn Miller, Philadelphia (Earle: 
| 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) with ‘Pittsburgh 
| Kid’ 
Ina Ray Hutton, Oct. 6, Dining | credited for virtually all of tke biz, 
| Hall, Lawton, Okla. 
Ted Lewis, Oct. 17-19, State the- |for bands with blazing $33,000. 


| 


| last appearance here, and within $1,- 


000. Accompanying pictures are | first to crack-up under such circum- 
| stances. He wrecked his machine in 
| landing at dusk on an unlighted field 
at Winchester, O., short time ago. 
Leader walked away from the 
smash with ‘only five or six stitches’ 
in his head, but was forced to can- 


(Par). 


(Rep). Miller and his crew 


which is breaking all house records|cel out of two subsequent one- 
A |nighters. Two musicians with him 
couple of grand higher than Miller’s | weren’t hurt. Leader is now on 





vacation and fully recovered. 

















OUT 


NEXT WEEK (OCT. 1) 








CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 








BOXOFFICE 
BANDS 


Issue of 





Extra Exploitation Values 
Don’t Miss Representation in this Bonus Edition 


AS ate 





Wire Copy Collect 


ARIETY 


NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 























9 


4 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 194] 





Future Tense Stressed At ASCAP 


New Ways Being Formulated By Society—Era of 


Economy Certain to 


Follow Radio Peace 


Members of the ASCAP board of 
directors will continue to hold their 
unofficial meetings on ways and 
means of revamping the organiza- 
tional setup and methods until they 
have agreed on recommendations for 
submission at a formal gathering of 
the board. At the first of such un- 
official meetings held last week the 
subjects discussed included sugges- 
tions for further cutting down 
ASCAP’S overhead, the matter of 
building goodwill among ASCAP 
licensees and a proposal that the 
cream of ASCAP’s district reps be 
assigned to tour the country for the 
purpose of signing up local stations 
to the new licensing agreement. 

A spokesmen for these informal 
gatherings denied the report that it 
was also proposed to make a change 
in ASCAP’s legal connection. This 
report was described as baseless, but 
it was admitted that consideration 
had been given to a suggestion that 
David L. Podell continue as special 
advisory counsel to ASCAP. Also 
aired at the initial informal meet- 
ing was a proposal that the presi- 
dency of ASCAP be put on a non- 
salary basis. It has been intimated 
that the favored candidate for such 
designation is Otto Harbach, at pres- 
ent a member of the ASCAP board. 


HERMAN STEIN IN FRISCO 


Stein’s Brother Temporarily 
in MCA Post 











Jules 





San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Herman Stein, brother 
Stein, is holding down 
Corp. of America office here tem- 
porarily, replacing Happy Powell 
who replaced Reuel Freeman. 
Stein was formerly stationed 
London. 


in 





Rus Magnus’ Tune 


Washington, Sept. 23. 

Theme song for the ‘Red, White 
and Blue Network’—morale-building | 
brainchild of Capt. Gordon Hitten- | 
mark, WRC star announcer—an- | 
nounced last week by the War De- | 
partment. 

U. S. Army’s Quartermaster Corps | 
is purchasing 300 transcriptions of | 
the tune—appropriately tagged ‘Red, | 
White and Blue’—and each of the 
150 stations of the platter-serviced 
network will be furnished one. 

Patriotic air was composed by Rus 





Magnus, a member of Don Allen’s| 


orchestra. 





of Jules | 
the Music | 


NBC-CBS Plugs 








| Bands—Theatres 


—————(‘ontinued from page a 





not signed the new contract. A sec- 
ond call to Feinberg elicited the in- 
formation that the contract was 
signed by Harry Kalcheim, Para- 
mount’s booker, and Mitchell Ayres. 
When Kalcheim denied that he had 
signed any such contract, a sample 
of Kalcheim’s writing was sent over 
to the union for comparison and the 
contract on file with Local 802 was 
discovered to be a ‘forgery.’ 

By two o'clock that afternoon the 
matter had already come to the 
attention of James C. Petrillo, presi- 
dent of AFM, who sent for Sonny 
Werblin, MCA _ exec. Werblin 
couldn’t understand how something 
like that had happened and imme- 
diately returned to MCA’s offices to 
investigate. There it was brought 
out, according to MCA, that the 
clerk, noticing that a duplicate con- 
tract for Ayres’ engagement had not 
been filed with the union and not 
knowing of the issue between the 
union and the theatre on social se- 
curity, had filled out the new con- 
tract form, listing each musician’s 
salary, and sent it to the union after 
herself signing the names of Harry 
| Kalcheim, Ayres and Phil Bloom, 
| MCA theatre agent. 

Werblin later explained that Sam 
| Souber, treasurer of Local 802, had 
called the MCA contract department 
last Tuesday (16) and stated that a 
contract filed for Ayres’ engagement 
was on the old form and not accep- 
He is said to have demanded 
on the new form and 
the contract clerk came 


table. 
|}a contract 
| that’s how 
in. 


A ‘Mistake’ 


Werblin then called Petrillo 


|to become effective Sept. 1 and which 








and | 


explained the ‘mistake.’ Inasmuch as | 
Ayres had already played a couple | 
of shows at the Par, Petrillo was not | 


inclined to yank the band, despite 
the irregularity of the contract. As 
a matter of fairness to Loew’s and 


Warners, he permitted Clinton and 
Duchin to open at those houses, and 
declared a one-week truce on the 


social security matter and the new 
form contract. The truce expired for 
the Paramount last night (Tuesday) 


} 
| 


and for Loew’s tonight (Wed.) and 
Warner Bros. tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). Until late last night, how-| 


| ever, despite constant meetings, both 
sides were still where they were las! 


houses 


}major circuit 





Following compilation of plugs on 
lets covers the week beginning Sep 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and 


NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
t. 15 (Monday) and ending Sept. 21 
is based on daily recapitulations fur- 


nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 


of New York. 


TITLE 


Time Was.... 
You and I 


ee 

Don’t Want to Set World on Five 
Guess I'll Have to Dream R: 
gle 
Wasn’t It You? 
i | 
Green Eyes... 


I See a Million People . sey Sates 
Booglie Wooglie Piggy ....... 
Jim 


What Word Is Sweeter? 
I Found You in the Rain 
SARS ees een coer eee 
Ree OLB DOR 6 ins soe 5s he ce ove 
Peaceful in the Country 

Two in Love 
Intermezzo 
Maria Elena 


STECCHO CHSC S SORES OSHEs 


I Went Out of My WEP olsronas é44 <3 vs 


PRISE Ret ec 030 IRE eee 
Blue Champagne...... 
Cowboy Serenade 
Re Ee eae 
It’s You Again .... 
MTAAPOIS -~.056.500 
Lament to Love...........-. 
My Foolish Heart 
SD CN. sc ueccs ce oas 
This Love of Mine ... 
PA Gl a 
City Called Heaven 


Ceeeeeseseseceses 


Hello There . 


Bs Petre ree ee 
Romantic Guy, I .... 
Shepherd’s Serenade ............... 


PUB- 
LISHER TOTAL 
are ee ere: a 
ieee nigh ve 5 We 5% . on 
.Campbell ........ 32 
oT, - a 
....Cherio oat 
gigs .. Block 27 
..Melodylane . 25 
... BMI . 24 
... Embassy . 24 
.. Southern . ae 
..+ee. Radiotunes « me 
Mutual so 
.. Kaycee 21 
& Reis eeeee 21 
Se: ee 20 
....-Republic 19 
PEN AEC see etees Ree 
Peres: | te: | | 
irk. 6: a iW i 
beind aki ae eae Schuberth ....... 16 
eT ee er ee Southern 16 
SESE Pelee 5 aah SEE: «9-9 Ski v OG stee 14 
ets seek aes 4aee ale | i a 
Giairebiaccoute POOLE. cba cciccce OS 
MEAN SGA ee ceed PRMERR Skdaa<x'vonx BO 
ea eee eee BAMBANE o.cccecves Uf 
iT eee hese | ers | 
jot Wabi ah one eae ss er | | 
piceiiwe Os gues ta es | 
eRe iwi: wae ene 
Cre E ee eee ot Ses 
eae Vc a tek eee i nr 11 
as cap ty Se. <e ue 10 
WWE whch ae aca ee a WAPTOR. oocasicss 20 
Poway eoRe oe a 
Cee kee Shae oe MWION Soa 0... 30 
Ye eae aie Pas DOME eee kis cceay ae 
. Nationwide 10 
taates .. Sheppard 10 


would be minus traveling orchestras 
by the end of this week. 

The ramifications in the AFM rul- 
ing on social security are almost 
countless. Theatres, hotels, cafes, 
etc., claim the bandleaders are the 
employers of the individual musi- 
cians and are individual contractors 
when they sign for an engagement; 
the union rules otherwise and in or- 
der to back itself up ordered the new 
contract form, which was supposed 


lists each musician individually, plus 
his salary, social security number 
and local. However, theatremen 
claim the union is also backing up 
another of its rules, which prohibits 
employers from being members of 
the union. If conceding that band- 
leaders are employers, AFM would 
have to amend its constitution or 
expe! all bandleaders from the union, 

New musicians’ union contract 
form definitely establishes the re- 
sponsibility of paying social security 
taxes as belonging to those spots 
playing traveling orchestras. For 
instance, it reads in part: 

‘The employer shall at all 
times have complete control of 
the services which the employees 
will render under the specifica- 
tions of this contract. On behalf 
of the employer the Leader wili 
distribute the amount received 
from the employer to the em- 
ployees, including himself, as in- 
dicated on the opposite side of 
this contract.’ 

Retroactive 
Theatres are shying from signing 
the new contract form and admitting 
responsibility for paying- social se- 
curity taxes because of the fear that 


Inside Stufl—Music 5 


Next week's Satevepost gives Moe Gale the kudos as ‘Harlem’s Great 
White Father,’ calling him ‘the world’s greatest entrepreneur of Negro 
musical talent.’ Maurice Zolotow, who did the ‘Broadway Rose’ piece last 
week, authored it. Incidentally, from a show biz perspective, when Lew 
Leslie had his vogue with the ‘Blackbirds’ revues, he has dubbed the 
Abraham Lincoln of colored talent,’ but Gale’s stable, which comprises 
4 Ink Spots, Cab Calloway, Maxine Sullivan, Ella Fitzgerald, Sister Tharpe, 
Golden Gate Quartet, Erskine Hawkins, Benny Carter, Coleman Hawkins, 
Al Cooper, Tiny Bradshaw, Lucky Millinder, et al., is indubitably the.Ne 
1 crade of Harlem jive talen. October Coronet salvoes ‘Lombardo, 
the Corn King’ in a piece by Francis Sill Wickware, detailing the whyfore 
of the Lombardos’ lasting vogue. 








When the Music Publishers Protective Association and the professional 
music men’s union get around to discussing a renewal of their agreement 
the chief interest on the part of the pub contingent will be to strengthen 
the clause dealing with plug bribery. The present two-year agreement 
expires Dec, 11. Understanding is that the strictures on unfair exploita- 
tion practices will include personal loans to band leaders and the endors- 
ing of their notes and the payment of heavy advances on songs written by 
them when the publisher has no intention of publishing such manuscripts, 





Curt Weinberg, ex-Broadway p.a., who was inducted into Fort Bragg, 
N. C., along with Heywood Hale Broun and a couple of other Main Stem- 
mers, is putting on a camp show tomorrow (Thursday) and were struck by 
the fact that in their cantonment town (Fayetteville, N. C.) they not only 
didn’t have but never heard of ‘Goodbye Dear, I'll Be Back In a Year’ 
They needed the ditty for the camp show and had to send to N.Y. for a 
copy of the sheet music. 


Stanley Cowan, son of vet music man, Rubey Cowan, has done the score 
of the ‘Ice Follies,’ current in Hollywood, with Bobby Worth. Young 
Cowen and Worth already authored ‘Til Reveille’ and ‘Do I Worry?’, both 
for BMI-affiliated firms. The ‘Ice Follies’ score is being published by 
Melody Lane, a Ralph Peer (Southern Music) subsid which Abe Frankl 
operates on the Coast and Solly Cohn represents in New York. Further 
paradox in the BMI-ASCAP situation is the fact that Cowan, Sr., is an 
ASCAP writer-member but is currently with NBC as a music scout. 





The weekly cotlege songs which Fred Waring and Pat Ballard, his p.a.- 
songsmith, write as part of the Chesterfield show (published by Words & 





the Government would then make it 
retroactive to 1937, the start of the | 
Social Security Act. This would! 
mean the payment of huge sums of 
money by some spots, especially the 
Paramount and Strand, on Broad- 
way, both of which spend at least} 
$250,000 each yearly for traveling 
bands. The theatres then would also | 
have to pay social security taxes on| 
all acts and specialties, plus, also, 
large amounts of coin for state un- | 
employment insurance. In _ several | 
instances already ¢he theatres have | 
been nicked for unemployment in- | 
surance after hearings by referees, | 
but in most cases the theatres duck 


the issue by claiming that all acts| 
are independent contractors and} 
therefore the theatres are not the 


employers. 

It is reported by some sides that 
the hotel association has signed the 
musicians’ new contract forms, but 
under protest and until an eventual 
ruling by the U. S. Supreme Court 
on just where the responsibility lies 
for paying the taxes. 

This may come out of the test suits 





| filed by the Radio City Music Hall in | 


week, and it looked as though all the | 
nationally | 


| 





the N. Y. state and federal courts. | 
Hall wants to determine whether it 
is obligated to pay s.s. taxes and un- | 
eraployment insurance for all mem- 
bers of any act it books, although | 
the Hall pays only the owners of the | 
act, who in turn pays his ‘employees.’ | 
Hall, meanwhile, has been paying | 
social security taxes and unemploy- | 
ment insurance under protest on all 
outside acts it books. 


Music Notes 


Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin are 
writing songs for ‘Eadie Was a Lady’ 
at Columbia. 

Victor Young is assigned to the 
musical score for ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ at Paramount. 


Howard Jackson doing the score 
for Damon Runyon’s ‘At the Stroke 
of Twelve’ at Warners. 

George Wagener and Frank Skin- 
ner wrote ‘Melahi,’ theme song for 


| ‘White Savage’ at Universal. 








Myer Grace and Rex Lipton cleffed 
‘What Love Will Do’ and ‘Two- 
Timing’ for waxing by Record Mu- 
sic Corp. 





Bill Brown joined the music staff 
of the William Morris agency. 





L. Wolfe Gilbert and D. J. Vecsei 
wrote words and music for ‘My Ab- 
sent Love,’ to be published by Gil- 
bert. 





Leonard Keller, orchestra leader 
who wrote ‘Alexander the Swoose,’ 
has penned another novelty ditty 
titled ‘The Little Guppy.’ Schumann 
Music bought the tune. 





Will J. Harris has written a new 
tune tagged ‘Dear Mom,’ which may 
be tied in with the Wrigley ether 


ishow of the same name. 


Music, a Waring subsid) led into an ‘assignment’ from the U. S. Air Corps, 
Naval Reserve, Pensacola, Fla., to write an ‘official’ ditty for trem. War- 
ing is complying. 


Songsmith Charlie Tobias addressed a kidding-on-the-square check to 
‘Eternal Revenue Dept.,’ when making final payment on his income tax, 
but the U. S. authorities deadpanned him back that it should be addressed 
‘Internal.’ 


into a new shampoo product 


Necessary wartime material, which went 
was promoting, has 


that Johnny O’Connor (Fred Waring’s manager) 
stymi®@@ the campaign for the duration. 


Decca is apparently discontinuing free discs to various fan magazines 
not deemed sufficiently important. Publications thus affected continue to 
get comps from Victor and Columbia. 


‘Do You Care?’ (Campbell) should have been credited with 34 plugs on 
NBC and CBS for the week ending Sept. 14, instead of 24. With the cor- 
rect total the tune would have rated as No. 2 on the week’s list. 


——————— — 


Mutual Network Plugs 





The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Sept. 15 (Monday) and ending Sept. 21 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
es ON ON dc eben ee eke Coee as ; (EE Seen ween 29 
Don’t Want Set World on Fire.... (EE Vcc:waaeeesd 21 
SRM cata Cater AR eae oea ee & BOke ee ess - ePeGOe 0 cescscus 19 
Pee PON COMPOS aa cavedcss x eo! ee 17 
op Be 2 eee se OOTR: Aivccces 17 

‘| Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye........ Famous ° 15 
"Til Reveille...... «. Melodylane ‘oo 
PMI efi teal dika ecietore cle carers BA ix SAA ek Ky Ree Marks 14 
Give Me Your Answer........... . Mills . 13 
NNR TEIN oy eases Hi a Shs 66 cee S lee bb as Ske eee Southern ..cccces 12 
NN reed CINE Sai ese Me Seis otk ashes the nee Republic 11 
There Goes That Song Again...... ee «niu bas eee ee 11 
er A NE rks b note sede sano ba Di xaevaawe WUIUIGOEE .scnccces 11 
Angels Came Through ............ PROMMCE cccscccces 9 
Coe & MNS BOP MIO PIO on ockiicciecccecesweavees BY cap ns ou sac 9 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often — ener 9 
Below the Equator ......... ee 8 
Apple Blossom Time .,....... »Broadway ..cccee 7 
ee ee a ee eee Encore 7 
Call 20 Amytinm Tis TOV: occc cc iccccévccscicvicckea RL cceneuad 7 
Don’t Take Your Love oo WAUIMNOTEE ccccscce 7 
Guess I’ll Have to Dream the Rest EE Siw cae adware 7 
RO eee EEE o4adeeeee ees 7 
i ee WENO. <c5c00¥ en 7 


*Filmusical excerpt. 


~ 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 20) 











Re Ce Ue tee we Os tn ey I ee Willson 
Don’t Want Set World on Fire................ ccc ccecece Cherio 
DO or i a ag UE A te) oe od Melodylane 
iin cbs sie 50s bv ed che cd ak sda Kecvethclan Campbell 
Yours EPMA MY ESTE SYS Sipe 64% bo die eile 1 ot date hindaled okie sea Marks 
SR Dis bd SEM a Ree ibethndd heeded ehabs6cnaekkdediwaelsewad Kaycee 
me en II er aw Block 
PRVOTMOERO is cas ‘ ee ha PERG hae Mi aaiaes Raheem en anks Schuberth 
I i i Encore 
Green i ee ee et ee aS ee ee Oe Ey | Southern 
Maria Elena ......... ae er Se re eee Te ge a” Southern 
EY ce ecg oie et eee Southern 
Daddy SPDPAO SECRETE SED LED RELA nae ¥o pdxo bbe beeewees os che Republic 
Peaceful in the Country . .+.+.- Regent 





‘ity Calle Ave 
City Called Heaven Warren 


SHSOCHSHHC SHS EKE HOSE EE OHOHOS SSeS EEES 
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ASCAP STILL SUSPECTS STALL 
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- Spectacular Crawford Career Over 


- 





Former Jockey Skyrocketed to $2,000,000 Worth, 
Then Lost All in Stock Market—Dies at 52 


Bobby Crawford, 52, who took a 
fortune of $2,000,000 from the music 
business and lost it shortly after- 
ward in the stock market crash of 
1929, died of a heart attack at the 
Ritz Carlton hotel, Boston, last Sat- 
urday (29). Crawford not so long 
ago became Al Jolson’s business 
manager. After his attempt to 
come back in the publishing business 
had failed, Crawford in the mid 30’s 
became a Hollywood talent agent 
and when he returned to New York 
it was as co-producer of a legit pro- 
duction, ‘Separate Rooms.’ Broadway 
wags were often given to describing 
Crawford as the music man who ‘ran 
a $2,000,000 bankroll down to a shoe- 
string.’ 

Crawford’s success as a publisher 
was spectacular. From a jockey 
around Chicago he drifted into the 
vocation of songplugger. He hadn’t 
been in New York very long before 
he organized the firm of De Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson and out of this 
combination came one smash _ hit 
after the other. He drew $1,250,000 
as his share of the selling price to 
Warner Bros. of a group of music 
catalogs. At the time he had an ad- 
ditional $800,000 in cash and securi- 
ties and $3,000 to $5,000 a week com- 
ing in as a backer of Schwab & 
Mandel musical comedy productions. 
It was while he was in Europe that 
the market cracked and in trying to 
save his holdings Crawford tossed 
in everything he had left over plus 
$225,000 that he borrowed from Max 
Dreyfus, who was associated with 
him in the WB deal. 

The Dreyfus loan became public 
the past July when Crawford filed a 
petition in bankruptcy with the 
N. Y. federal court. He gave his 
liabilities as $453,365, and assets $250, 
with the latter consisting of clothes, 
etc. 

Tried Again 

In 1932 Crawford re-entered the 
music business, buying back the 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson cata- 
log for less than $100,000. He be- 
came deeply involved in debts and 
in 1938 this catalog passed to Drey- 
fus. Crawford quit the music 
business and went to Hollywood. On 
his return to New York with ‘Sepa- 
rate Rooms’ Crawford talked to his 
old intimates about hoping to get} 
enough money out of his share in 
the legit venture to buy back his old 
music catalog. That hope did 
materialize. 
of the bankruptcy papers in which 
persons 
Rooms’ were named as creditors. 

His widow, Mary Lucas Crawford, 
former showgirl, survives. There’s 
also a son, Robert, Jr., by a previous 
marriage. He’s with Columbia pic- 
tures. Burial was in Chicago where 
his family still resides. 





Murray Wizel Manages 
N.Y. Office of Tempo 


Murray Wizel has taken over the 
management of the New York office 
of Tempo Music, Inc., another pub- 
lishing subsid of Artie Schwartz. 

Schwartz, who operates a chain of 
music counters on the westcoast, has 
two other publishing 
namely, Saunders Music Co. 
Maestro Music Co. 


and 





Merry Macs recorded ‘Annabella,’ 
from the Monogram picture, ‘Zis 
Boom Bah,’ for Decca. 


+ 
vr 





not | 
Instead came the filing | 


connected with ‘Separate | 


enterprises, | 


British Radio Plugs 


(Week Aug. 18-24) 

London, Aug 27. 
‘Dolores’ .+...-Chappell 
‘Darling Daughter’.....Chappell 
"REGO 6644600%0%e c. €. 
‘Cornsilk’ ...eeeee++.-Cavendish 
he eer rere 
‘Mr. Brown’, .ccccceces maurice 
‘Hut Sut’ e'06edee stan 
‘Think of You’..........Maurice 
‘Forget-Me-Not Lane....Wright 
Doesn’t Mean A Thing’....FDH 
"hOve At TA. ccvceesssece een 
Shere 1 OE .ncccsccvcseses es & 
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Promoters Sue 
To Recover Fees 


From ASCAP 


Oscar F. Johnson, Edwin H, Ship- 
stad, and Roy L. Skipstad, who as 
partners produced the show ‘Ice 
Follies, filed a $6,300 suit in the 
N. Y. supreme court Wednesday 
(17) against Gene Buck as president 
of the American Society of Com- 
|posers, Authors and _ Publishers, 
claiming that ASCAP granted them 
the right to use songs on which 
ASCAP had no license, and as a 
result plaintiffs were forced to pay 
the real owners. Songs involved 
were ‘Sometimes I’m Happy,’ ‘Who,’ 
‘Tea for Two,’ ‘A Kiss in the Dark,’ 
‘Toyland,’ ‘March of the Toys’ and 
‘Cho.’ 

ASCAP licensed plaintiffs for their 
production at Madison Square Gar- 
den which started Dec. 2, 1940. On 
Dec. 3, 1940 Tams-Witmark Music 
Library, Inc., informed plaintiffs that 
it owned the rights to the tunes 
used and plaintiffs were infringing. 

ASCAP was then notified, accord- 
ing to the complaint, and told ‘Ice 
Follies’ that it had nothing to fear 
|since the rights were invested in it. 
| At the end of the run of the show, it 
is alleged, plaintiffs were notified by 
ASCAP that it had made a serious 
mistake and that the rights to the 
music did not belong to it. Plaintiffs 
|were forced to pay Tams-Witmark 
$6,300 in settling the account and 
want that sum back from ASCAP. 


BORCHARDT IN 
US. RECORD BIZ 


| Herbert H. 
manager of the 
years, had much 























Borchardt, who as 
Polydor firm for 12 
to do with the dis- 
|tribution of the Brunswick and 
| Decca catalogs in Europe, arrived | 
last week from France to make this | 
country his permanent residence. 
His family is with him. 

After he has become settled Bor- 
chardt intends to do some indepen- 
dent recording, using refugee artists 
who are known to American record 
buyers through the import of Euro- 
pean masters. 














“HELLO THERE” 


That's 





JAY LEVISON and RAY EVANS, Writers of “G’Bye NOW,” Say 


“THE TRIPLE-THREAT QUINTET” 


DEEP RIVER BOYS 


For Their Vocal Arrangement and Repeated Broadcasts 
ef Our New Song “HELLO THERE” on the NBC Networks 
Really “HIGH JIVE FROM ALL FIVE” 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CORP., 336 W. 24th St., New York 


And Many Thanks To 


T'S THE LEGAL 
END, oAY WEB 


Further Delays in Signing 
Produce Impatient Ex- 
asperation Among Many 
ASCAP Directors — Some 
of Latter Still Urge Trust 
Suits as ASCAP’s Only 
Effective Weapon 








OKAYS SLOW 





There was a grand New York re- 
vival this week in ASCAP, and part- 
ly in advertising agency circles, of 
suspicion of a ‘gigantic stall’ by the 
networks against signing a contract 
with ASCAP. To this charge the 
webs merely laugh, blaming the ad- 
ditional delays on the lawyers and 
the staggering legal detail. Skeptics 
take the position that either NBC or 
CBS can miraculously clear the way 
for any project, however compli- 
cated, which appeals to their self- 
interest. 


Skeptics see the stalleroo as pos- 
sibly prompted by a desire to save 
performance fees for another quar- 
ter and to give Broadcast Music, Inc., 
a further special competitive ad- 
vantage in time. BMI has worked 
up a very considerable momentum 
through nine months of greenlighted 
speed while its ASCAP publisher 
rivals were stalled, almost motion- 
less. 


Tenor of the sentiments expressed 
yesterday by some ASCAP directors 
was also that a meeting of the board 
should be called within the next two 
days for the purpose of instructing 
David Podell, special ASCAP coun- 
sel, to serve NBC and CBS with 
papers in a combination in-restraint- 
of-trade suit and to seek his advise 
on calling the alleged conspirative 
behavior of the two networks during 
the recent negotiations to the atten- 
tion of the U. S. Department of 
Justice. These directors stated that 
ASCAP had been exercising the ut- 
most patience in working with the 
networks but that it was becoming 
apparent the more than ASCAP was 


New Complication 

Whereas a couple weeks ago Co- 
lumbia disclosed that it had all its 
affiliate lined up to approve any 
deal it made with ASCAP, the same 
web yesterday (Tuesday) stated that 
it could not exchange 
with ASCAP until all the CBS af- 
filiates had seen the printed contracts 
and had declared in writing that they 





| but yesterday 


| would. pay their share of the net- 
| work fees for ASCAP music. Early 
a week NBC reported that it pro- 

sed to get out riders to its affiliates 
bn the same purposes immediately 
(Tuesday) NBC de- 
clared that it would wait until Co- 
lumbia completed its deal with 
ASCAP so that NBC could send out 


inclined to give the more CBS, 
especially, was inclined to back’ 
away. 


;publishers are vexed for the 
| reason, 





+, 


ASCAP Calls License Fee Issue By 
Film Exhibs a Rallying Cry For 
Building Up Trade Association 





ithe printed contracts were out to 


the affiliates there would be a con- 
certed push on the part of the net- 
work station relation staff to get the 
signatured forms back as quickly as 
possible. 

Meanwhile NBC has advised ad- 
vertising agencies that have ap- 
proached it on the question that there 
will not be any blanket contracts is- 
sued for the use of ASCAP-controlled 
collegiate music during football 
broadcasts. The agencies have been 
informed that any applications for 
such music will have to be made 
according to the form required by 
the Society’s consent decree with 
the U. S. Government. An appli- 
cation will have to be made for each 
individual number and in each in- 
stance the writers and publiskers 
will have to be consulted before a 
price can be set or a license issued. 


Chafing to Go, 
Biz Waits On 


Trade Harmony 








With ASCAP-radio ‘peace’ deemed 
imminent, the big romance between 
the pluggers and the maestros has 
been intensified. It never was per- 
mitted to cool, always with an eye 
to future goodwill, even though net- 
work wires were tabu for ASCAP 
tunes, but now the boys are starting 
to fraternize in a great big way in 
readiness for the time when the So- 
ciety’s catalog gets radio clearance. 

Meantime, there’s much chafing 
and fretting because of the uncer- 
tainty of dates and dating. Bands 
still are holding off stocking up on 
new ASCAP tunes, not knowing 
when these arrangements may be 
performed over the air, and the 
same 
since they are uaable to 
prime any plugging campaigns. 
one consolation that the recording 
companies are playing ball—despite 


|the CBS-Columbia and RCA-NBC af- 


finity—and are cooperating on get- 
ting the new tunes in readiness for 


: | release, as when and if the pluggging 
signatures | yong Ts é pluggging 


COPERENE 08 can get entail 


SLOWING DOWN 
ON RELEASES 














Independent Theatre Owners As- 
sociation of New York last week 
issued a statement that it has re- 
tained the law firm of Weisman, 
Celler, Quinn, Allen & Spett, to sue 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for triple 
damages which would include the 
license fees paid by exhibitors dur- 
ing the past six years. The action, 
according to the announcement, will 
also seek to enjoin ASCAP from col- 
lecting any more fees from such 
sources on the ground that the 
ASCAP small rights performance 


fee is but an additional charge for 
rights already paid for by the pic- 
ture producer. 

The announcement siated that data 
was being collected by ITOA coun- 
sel from various exhibitors who are 
checking their records to determine 
how much they have paid ASCAP 
during the six-year period. The as- 
sociation figures that 300-odd ex- 
hibitors will be named as plaintiffs. 

Reaction of the ASCAP manage- 
ment to this announcement was that 
the whole thing looked more like a 

campaign to build up a trade asso- 
ciation than a test on ASCAP’s rights 
to collect a music fee. Every trade 
association, it was said, needs a 
rallying cry and ASCAP believes 
that it happens to be a convenient 
one at the present time. The 
ASCAP management added that it 
was yet to be served with papers in 
a similar suit that a similar trade as- 
sociation in California announced 
weeks ago that it was going to bring 
against ASCAP. 

It was further pointed out by the 
ASCAP management that proposed 
suits were predicated on the fallacy 
that the mechanical right which the 


producer bought was_ interlocked 
with the performing rights granted 
exhibitors by ASCAP. What the 


producer paid for was the right to 
make a dramatic version of a par- 
ticular song, while the license 
granted exhibitors covered the right 
to perform all songs in the ASCAP 
catalog. Under the copyright law 


|the two rights are totally unrelated 


It’s 


and each requires a separate license 
from the copyright owner, 


SAUL BORNSTEIN 
CRITICALLY ILL 





Saul H. Bornstein, v.p., and general 
manager of Irving Berlin, Inc., and 
member of the board of ASCAP, is 
critically ill at his East 75th street 
(N.Y.) home with what is described 


as ‘a virulent case of double pneu- 
|monia.’ The crisis was expected be- 
tween last night and this morning 
He has had several doctors in at- 
tendance., 

The veteran music man walked out 
|suddenly from an important ASCAP 
| (raglo contract) meeting a week ago 
| Monday (15), much to the surprise of 

his confreres, and not until later 


A slow-down move on releases, a: 
a means of catching up on backlog 
orders, is one means that the phono- | 
graph recording companies are en- | 
listing in order to maintain pace 

The albums are being cut down, 
and a week or two ago, both Co- 
lumbia and Decca skipped ‘new re- | 

| leases’ entirely, 


| the same contract forms to its af-! 
filiates as Columbia issued to its 
own affiliates 

Columbia yesterday (Tuesday ) 
stated that all the points in the va- 
rious new ASCAP licensing forms 
have been ironed out and all that 
was ieft was drawing up the final | 
drafts and turning them over to 


ASCAP for relay to the printers. 
Also that CBS could not consider 
exchanging signatures with ASCAP 
and setting a date for the resump- 
tion of ASCAP-music on the net- 
work’s facilities until the affiliates 
have had a chance to study the lan- 


to remit their signatured agreements 
to the CBS home office. 
NBC had the week before declared 


the starting date for ASCAP music 
on the network. The same source 
yesterday (Tuesday) spoke of hop- 
ing to get the music on in early 
October, while Columbia said that 
it thought that it might be possible 
to start feeding the ASCAP reper- 











month. NBC added that as soon as 





guage in the network contract and | 


that it was pointing for Sept. 28 as 


toire around the middle of the same | 


to catch up. 


as a Sovthes means | was it disclosed he had been walking 


' around with a high fever. 











Guy Lombardo—DECCA 3999 
Ink Spots—DECCA 3987 

The Charioteers—OKEH 6320 
Dick Robertson—DECCA 3981 





Blasting Hotter ! 


IDONT WANT TO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6320, Horace Heidt—Columbia 36295 


Harlan Leonard—BLUEBIRD 10019 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, 


1585 Broadway, New York City 


Dick Todd—BLUEBIRD 11291 
Mitchell Ayerse—BLUEBIRD 11275 
Skinnay Ennis—VICTOR 27586 
Bon Bon—DECCA 8980 


INC. 
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PHILLY AGENTS 


SEETHE OVER 
KELLY 


Philadelphia. Sept. 23. 


he honeymoon is over as far as | e 
= ; 'Father.”” was up here to visit his; 


the Entertainment Managers Associa- 
(bookers) and the American 
Guild of Variety Artists 
cerned. From now on it looks like 
another row between the two groups. 
And the cause is none other than 
Tom Kelly, stormy petrel of latter 
years, who is making a comeback as 
one of the leaders of the actors 
union. 

Last 


tion 


week’s announcement 
agent, was back in the saddle as 
AGVA's ‘legislative advisor,’ dele- 
gate to the Central Labor Union, and 
possible candidate as the next presi- 
dent. was like waving a red flag in 
front of many of the agents. 

Besides the memory of their past 
tussles with their ex-nemesis, the 10- 
percenters are burned at him over 
the passage of the new ‘employment 
act.’ Kelly is given credit for the 
strenuous lobbying which helped put 
it across at the recent session of the 
Legislature. 

Many of the agents have informed 
Dick Mayo, AGVA business agent, 
that they'll have nothing to do with 
the union as long as Kelly is con- 
nected with it. 


ROY 
DAVIS 


AND His 
ORIGINAL PHONOGRAPH 


NOW 
STRAND 


NEW YORK 


2 weeks 
Sept. 19th-26th 


Making this my 13th week 
in Broadway theatres in my 
18 months’ show business 
career. 





/ —— 














RI 


For making all this possible, 
my sincere thanks to Harry 
Mayer, Harry Kalcheim, 
Jesse Kaye, and especially 
to my friend and represen- 
tative, Dan Friendly. 


is con-} 


that | 
Kelly, once ousted as AGVA business | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


——— 


Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 23. 


cane. 
her home in Philadelphia. 





ing at the Will Rogers, got his okay 


papers. He is now cutting capers in 
Brooklyn 
Peter Turgeon, with ‘Life With 


| dad. 
Eugene Platzman, member of 
| ASCAP, is not doing so well here. 


Wife is also very ill and he is try- 
ing to master a recent operation. 
| He’s at 69 Franklin avenue. 

Joy Navarre, who saw so much 
| bed, has a two-week okay for a Big 
| Town vacash with her husband. 


Many years ago 
| made the grade here. 
| been doing well in N.Y. 

Earle Larrimore, Broadway le- 
giter, is doing niftily on the ozon- 
| ine He’s the hubby of actress Se- 
|lena Royle. 
| This column would like to hear 
| from Joe Dabrowski, Melvin J. Fox, 
|Eddie (Carlton Boys) Ross, Rose 
| Clark, Buddy Emmett, Teddy Stew- 
‘art. Marie Bianchi; Butch Wilbur, 
| Sylvia Abbott, Joe Parker and Jules 
Zwillings. 

Mother of Tommy Kerns, who 
passed away here years ago, re- 
cently visited us, and she could not 
find her son’s grave since there was 
no marker. This column would thus 
like to have slight donations that 
would be used to identify any lo- 
cally deceased. Donations will be 
turned over to the William Morris 
' Memorial Fund, of which Mrs, Wil- 
liam is president. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


He has since 








‘Cugat Date Returns Met, 








| Metropolitan, Boston, once an ace 
| stage show spot, but in straight pic- 
| tures the past couple of years, will 
| begin playing name bands Nov. 14 
|with Xavier Cugat’s unit. House, 
| however, will play only spot book- 
|ings, reverting to straight pix in 
between. 

Met, in Paramount-partnership, is 
being booked by Harry Kalcheim 
out of N. Y. 


Andrews’ Fancy 556 


Passaic, N. J., Sept. 23. 

The new Central (indie), playing 
straight vaudeville with shorts, on 
its second week of operation will 
yield the Andrews Sisters some $5,- 
500 on percentage although guaran- 
teed only $2,500 against a split over 
$10,500. The operators, figuring on 
Charlie Spivak’s opening week gross 
of $11,500, set 10%2G as the split fig- 
ure. Current bill looks headed for 
$16,500. It’s a 2,300-capacity theatre. 

Arthur Fisher books, playing only 
big name acts. Bobby Byrne and 


























Sammy Kaye bands due next. 
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Jack W. Lewis} 


Boston, to Stage Shows’ 


| 
| 





EATERY PAYS OFF 


N. ¥. Operators Doing So Well That 
They Drop Cafe Idea 


Joseph Bugoni, former headwaiter, 





Margaret Newell, who saw much and Frank di Lello, former barman 
bed here, was handed her walking for Treodore’s, are doing so well at 
She will continue ozoning at) their 


Baroque, N.Y., as_ straight 
French dinery operators that they're 


_ - . “ste ; y¢ - era icense. 
Ben Schultz, after a mess of cur-} forgetting about the cabaret license 


Latter held up their debut for 
some weeks, pending the talent per- 
mit. In disgust they opened the spot 
with straight food, and its click has 
now caused them to withdraw their 
application for the cabaret aspect. 


Wirtz, Shayon to Coast 
On Ice Show Tours 


Arthur M. Wirtz, accompanied by 
director Robert Linden, planed 
from New York to Hollywood Sun- 
day to complete casting of the next 
Sonja Henie ‘Hollywood Ice Revue,’ 
which starts rehearsals at the Chi- 
cago Stadium next week. This sea- 
son’s playing dates have been some- 





what lengthened, with jumps be- 
tween stands shorter than hereto- 
fore. 


Henie show will open in Omaha 
Nov. 18 and will troupe until late 
January, Madison Square Garden 
date being at that time. 

Sam Shayon, of Fanchon & Marco, 
leaves this week for the Coast. Go- 
ing out to set details on the tour of 
‘Ice Follies,’ the Shipstad-Johnson 
rink revue. 











Dorsey Party Brawl 


Continued from page 2 








ican Guild of Variety Artists and 
nitery columnist for the New York 
Enquirer, published by his brother, 
William Griffin. 

Politics, and especially the Span- 
ish civil war, is said to have waxed 
hot in discussion, and _ Griffin 
assertedly lunged by walking into 
the crowd of some 800 show- 
folk guests. Charlie Lang, a music 
man, was standing nearby, and is 
claimed to have remarked that Grif- 
fin’s ‘insults’ were ‘shameful’. With 
that, another Griffin brother, Alexis, 
reportedly socked Lang. Frank Sina- 
tra, member of Tommy Dorsey’s 
band, then is said to have socked 
Alexis Griffin, while it’s reported, 
Jimmy Shields poked the other Grif- 
fin. The Griffins were then pushed 
out into the hallway, where Gerald 
Griffin insisted upon talking to Tom- 
my Dorsey himself. Dorsey had not 
witnessed the scrapping, having been 
in an inner office apart from where 
the premiere party was taking place. 

Dorsey Steps In 

Dorsey went into a parley with 
Gerald Griffin in a nearby hallway. 
Later the Griffins were urged 
into an glevator and sent to the 
ground floor, where they waited in 
the lobby and again encountered 
Dorsey. This started another tiff. 

Gerald Griffin on Monday (22) 
vigorously denied that he had made 
any invidious remarks. He also 
claimed that neither he nor his 
brother threw any punches, although 
stating that others threw punches at 
them. Griffin also said the report 
that Tommy Dorsey had punched 
him was ‘completely untrue.” Un- 
marked himself, Gerald Griffin 
claimed that his brother was like- 
wise not marred or cut, as reported. 











Quints’ Control 


\—aoa_mcontinued from page 2 











can’t speak sufficient English for 
studio requirements. 

The present nursery will become a 
classroom for the quints and their 
brothers and sisters. A new home 
for the entire Dionne family of 14 
persons will be built on what was 
formerly designated as the Dionne 
Hospital grounds. The education of 
the quints will be entrusted to the 
Catholic Church. The probability is 
that the public views of the Dionne 
quints, long an Ontario tourist lure, 
will cease to exist when next sum- 
mer’s tourist season arrives. Gov- 
ernment viewpoint is that, when in 
their babyhood play periods, they 
could be viewed from a glassed-in 
enclosure without seeing their au- 
dience, they are now in the adoles- 
cent age and should no longer be a 
side-show. Scheduled for a final dis- 
cussion of current details is a meet- 
ing between Papa Dionne and On- 
tario Cabinet ministers. 





Beb Chester will intro an audience 
participation stunt at his Log Cabin, 
Armonk, N. Y., opening tonight 
(Wed.). It’s a memory test idea, 
guests who recognize old tunes to 
be given dinners, etc. 








The Good Old Days : 





Herewith appears a Vartery review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
| style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from Variety of Sept. 23, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Ten acts at the Palace this week, with a show that ran for three and a 
quarter hours, pleased generally, but could have been much more enter. 
taining had it held less talk and more dancing. There were three comedy 
skits wholly devoted to dialog among the 10 acts, Solly Ward & Co. with 
‘Babies’ running 26 minutes Monday night, Franklyn Ardell in ‘King Solo. 
mon, Jr.,’ consuming 32 minutes, and ‘A Dress Rehearsal’ going for iy a 
The first two skits were third and closing the first half, and the ‘Dress 
Rehearsal’ second after intermission, 

Another feature of the show that made for sameness was the presence 
of three single women, quite a lot of feminine singles for one stow. These 
included Patricola, Daphne Pollard, held over for the second week. and 
Yvette Rugel. All three landed, Patricola taking the honors of the trio 
as well as those of the show. Patriccla was fourth, Miss Pollard opened 
the intermission, and Miss Rugel was third after intermission. Patricola 
did six songs and unreeled her familiar violin specialty, everything she 
did bringing substantial appreciation. At the finish the applause was in- 
sistent enough for a speech, and Patricola didn’t jockey, either. 

Gallagher and Shean, next to closing, were doubling from the Colonial, 
The ‘Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Shean’ song started them off with a roar and 
sent them off the same way. As the team was about to go into their finale, 
someone in the orchestra that sounded like a ‘plant’ loudly called for 
more of the Mr, Gallagher and Mr. Shean verses. In reply to a query 
from Gallagher, Shean said he had one more verse. Then the team went 
ahead and did five more. It’s a great topical that ‘Mr.’ double, one of those 
things that only happens once in 20 years. And how they do it, making 
it an act in itself, 

Miss Pollard’s number with the cockney copper, the Cleopatra travesty 
and her opening ‘Nancy’ song, stamp her as a character comedienne of the 
first water. There has been little of this type of entertainment over here 
for some years past, and Miss Pollard’s characterizations make a welcome 
addition to American vaudeville. She was one of the hits of the show. 

Miss Rugel’s card received applause and she was accorded another re- 
ception on her entrance, with flowers at the finish. Depending on ker 
voice alone, Miss Rugel includes no kind applause numbers or anything 
that appeals to any particular nationality. Her repertoire runs from opera 
to rag. Nothing could be more embracive than that. The current Palace 
engagement was in the nature of an American reappearance for Miss 
Rugel, who was abroad all summer. The trip overseas finds her a bit 
plumper in appearance, but with a marked improvement in her vocal 
methods. Any time the Met is looking for a find for opera, they couldn't 
do better than lock over this corking little American prima. She has 
everything. 

Franklyn Ardell and company of six girls closed the first half with a 
comedy hurrah. ‘King Solomon’s Wives’ represents the modern idea of 
travesty perfectly. The note of fantasy is nicely maintained throughout, 
and the laughs are timed to a nicety. Ardell, one of the few light 
comedians who can handle dialog or situation that approaches the line 
without making it offensive simply, revels in the comedy ‘fat’ apportioned 
to him in the skit. Ruth Warren, now playing the chorus girl wife, is 
immense. She never overdoes the part for a minute. The cast is an ex- 
cellent one and the production handsomely staged. 

Solly Ward and Marion Murray went over very well No. 3 in ‘Babies.’ 
The opening is a bit burlesquy, but the company handles it expertly. 
Adolphus and Co. opened with singing, dancing and violin playing. Each 
of the specialties scored as well as could be expected with the Fouse in 
process of filling up. Jack Hanley was second with a comedy jtiggling turn. 
Hanley was a bit out of form Monday night, making several misses in the 
early portion. The manipulation of the sticks, however, sent him over. 

‘A Dress Rehearsal,’ a George Choos production, runs to the old bur- 
lesque drama thing. It had to follow the other two talking skits, and while 
securing laughs got little at the finish. With the other two acts out, it 
might have been different. 

Davis and Pelle closed with an athletic routine that stands with the best. 

The Palace was capacity Monday night, with a larger bunch of standees 
than in several weeks. Bell. 





Covington, Ky., Nitery | SULLIVAN, DELMONICO 
Called ‘Unfair’ by AGVA OPENING CINCY CAFE 











| 


jon the 


| 
| 





American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has put Jimmy Brink’s Lookout 
House, Covington, Ky., on the ‘un- 
fair list. This means no AGVA 
members can play the spot, booked 
by the William Morris office, with- 
out facing disciplinary measures. 

Park Central hotel, N. Y., is also 
‘unfair list.’ Like Lookout | 
House, the P. C. has refused to enter | 
into a basic agreement with AGVA. 


Park Casino, Philly, | 
Cited by Rum Solons'| 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. | 

The Park Casino, roadhouse on the 
East River Drive here, was cited by | 
the State Liquor Board last week 
for allegedly presenting floor shows 
and allowing dancing after the Sab- 
bath curfew. 

The proprieter, Sam Ottenberg, 
was ordered to appear before the 
board next week and show cause 
why liquor license should not be re- 





Same syndicate (Pete Sullivan-Al 
Deimonico) which operated Piping 
Rock, Saratoga, until the past season 
is opening a new spot in Cincinnati 
tagged Arrowhead Inn Oct. 1. 

Cincy nitery will be an elaborate 
affair and play name bands plus 
name acts. 
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voked. 





HELD OVER 
9th WEEK 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


COAST TO CGAST—WOR 
Personal Direction: SAM RAUCH 


—— 


seen 


























OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE TO 


MR. JOHN ROY 


FOR HIS KINDNESS 
AND ASSISTANCE 


The ASHBURNS 


20TH WEEK RAINBOW GRILL, NEW YORK 
HELD OVER INDEFINITELY 
AL GROSSMAN—Personal Representative 
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Detroit Theatres Adopt Occasional 


Vaude; Toledo 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 

With the public again beefing that 
this city of 1,850,000 population lacks 
first-flight vaudeville, two of Detroit's 
major picture houses have again 
moved toward putting in infrequent 
stage shows. 

Both the 5,000-seat Fox and the 
4.000-seat Michigan, biggest of the 
first-runs, have signed with the De- 
troit Federation of Musicians for the 
playing for shows when ‘proper tal- 
ent’ is available. Last season the 
same houses worked the same policy. 

Broadway-Capitol, second-run 
United Detroit house in the loop 
area, is also going in for stage shows, 
also ‘when available.’ Meanwhile the 
Colonial, two-bit subsequent-run 
house on the downtown fringe, which 
has been instrumental in keeping 
vaudeville alive in Detroit, has re- 
sumed its regular policy starting the 
season Sept. 19 with the booking of 
Lya Lys, Isabel Jewell and Michael 
Whalen. Several nabes here also 
continue to do a strong business with 
smaller orchestras and stage bills. 








Toledo’s Name Bands 
Toledo, O., Sept. 23. 

Shep Fields’ orch is tentatively 
pilled for the Rivoli, Toledo, Oct. 10, 
while Ben Bernie is definitely set 
for November, as is a unit headed 
by Willie Howard. 

At the Paramount, Cab Callo- 
way’s troupe will play Oct, 3, 4 and 
5, and the Andrews Sisters and Joe 
Venuti’s orchestra appear there the 
week of Nov. 28. 

This is the first season in several 
years that Toledoans have been of- 
fered more than occasional vaude. 





Charlotte Goes 3 Days 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 23. 

The Broadway, local vauder, will 
up its stage show policy to three 
days weekly, according to T. D. 
Kemp. Jr., Southern Attractions 
manager, who books units for some 
150 southern theatres, of which the 
Broadway is one. 

Decision to up policy, from pres- 
ent two days a week, came as a re- 
sult of growing popularity of units 
in this section. Also in anticipation 
of catching trade from 500,000 soldiers 
who will be in this area for maneuv- 
ers during October and November. 


FRISCO AGVA PRESSES 
NITERY WAGE CLAIMS 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

When the Music Box and Royal 
Hawaiian niteries reopen during the 
next couple of weeks, they'll find 
Vince Silk, local American Guild of 
Variety Artists secretary, sitting on 
their doorsteps. Silk says no AGVA 
talent may play in either until labor 
claims against the spots are paid. He 
seeks $1,180.90 from the Music Box 
and $342.90 from the Hawaiian. 

Former is being reopened by the 
Duncan Sisters, angeled by one 
Frank Herman; latter, retabbed 
Shangri-La, has been taken over by 
Andy Wong. 











St. Regis Grill Reopens, 
Dark for Several Years 


The former Maisonette Russe, 
grillroom in the Hotel St. Regis, 
New York, reopens as La Maisonette 
next month after being dark a 
couple of seasons. Managing Direc- 
tor Gaston Lauryssen thinks that 


business this season will warrant 
Opening both the swank Iridium 
Room plus the Maisonette. Nicholas 


Mathey orchestra and Yasha Naza- 
renko, em-cee, who were at the 
Russe room. before, are ~ being 
brought back. However, despite 
current pro-vodka feeling, it was 
deemed unwise to revive the Russe 
Part of the billing. 

The Iridium’s ice show will again 
star Dorothy Lewis for her fourth 
consecutive season there, and Har- 
riette Haddon, Lucille LaMarr, 
Norah Gale and Bernice Stewart, 
who were formerly part of Mitchell 
Leisen’s ‘St. Regis Bustles’ revue 
here, will return. Bob Duffy and 


Bob Tobin, Hollywood skaters, will 
be sub-featured. Miss Lewis is stag- 
ing. Hal Saunders’ and Gus Martel’s 
rhumba will be the bands. 


+ 


Books Name Orchs 





Gravatt’s Salute to Yost 


Camden, N. J., Sept. 23. 

Unusual tribute to an act was paid 
Ben Yost’s ‘Mimic Men’ on its ap- 
pearance at the Towers theatre over 
the past weekend. Frank Gravatt, 
operator of Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
where the turn had been working all 
summer, took an ad in local papers 
urging Camdenites to see the ‘Mimic 
Men.’ 

With his pier closed for the sea- 
son, Gravatt advertised in the Cam- 
den Courier and Post: “Camden, At- 
tention! We are glad to share with 
you Ben Yost Mimic Men, who en- 
tertained millions in 4,000 perform- 
ances at our Steel Pier. Be sure to 
see them at the Towers. They’re 
great and I wish ’em luck. Frank 
Gravatt.’ ; 


Fred Karno Dies at 75 


. In England; Discovered 
Chaplin and Stan Laurel 


London, Sept. 23. 

Fred Karno, nee John Westcott, 
the all-time top comedy act pro- 
ducer in England and credited with 
discovering Charles Chaplin, died 
last Wednesday (17) in Parkstone, 
Dorsetshire, England. He was 75. 

Karno, an ex-comedian himself, 
set up a comedy-act production 
office on a big scale shortly after 
the turn of the century, hiring di- 
rectors and writers and sometimes 
touring as many as six companies 
of one act. He used to hire comedi- 
at.s by first testing them in falls; if 
they fell properly they got a job. 
This is how he gave Chaplin a job, 
in an act titled ‘Skating Rink.’ 
Later, Karno toured Chaplin in 
one of the companies of ‘A Night 
in an English Musie Hall,’ which was 
booked in the U. S. and was Chap- 
lin’s stepping stone to pictures. In- 
cidentally, Chaplin later made a 
two-reeler titled ‘The Rink,’ which 
may have been based on his act for 
Karngé. 

It’s not generally known, however, 
that Chaplin originally started in 
show business aS a member of a 
dancing troupe, billed as ‘The Eight 
Lancashire Lads,’ owned and man- 
aged by Joe Jackson. Chaplin then 
was 14, and clog-dancing. 

Karno himself became known the 
world over as a knockabout come- 
dian in the late ’90’s, his most famous 
vehicle being tagged ‘The Mummers.’ 
Born in extremely poor circum- 











|good part of his boyhood at factory 
| looms 
prison plumber, he saved wkat 
money he could to pay for training 
as a gymnast. Out of this evolved 
ihis first act, the Karno Trio. His 
| talks with convicts were the basis of 





la subsequent comedy turn billed as | 
| bought a | 


|‘Jail Birds,’ and Karno 
second-hand Black Maria in which 
lhe transported his troupe to the 
music halls. 

Besides being the discoverer of 
Chaplin, Karno also brought to the 
fore suck topflight comics as Stan 
Laurel (and Hardy), Fred Kitchen 
(who never played the U.S.) and 
Harry Weldon. In one Karno act, 
based on football, Weldon played 
the comic and Chaplin was a villain. 





Weldon and Kitchen both ranked as | 


among the greatest of English 
comedians. 

By 1910, Karno’s production setup 
was so prosperous, he virtually re- 
| tired, though he was still compara- 


' 
tively a young man. 


Novis Heads Show 
At Elko, Nev., Hotel 


Elko, Nev., Sept. 23. 
Donald Novis will head a three- 
| day floor show in the Lounge of the 
Commercial hotel here beginning 
Thursday (25). 

With Novis will be Ben McAtee, 
m. ¢c. and impersonator; Theodore 
;and Denesha, ballroom team, and a 
|fourth unset act. 
| Commercial show runs during 
| Nevada State Medical Association 
|convention headquartering at Elk’s 
Clubs here. 
| Eddie McLain’s Commercial 
| Lounge orchestra will play the acts. 
| McLain begins his second solid year 
j}here next week. His hand lays off 
|wken imported shows and bands 
come in, 





stances in Exeter, and spending a | 


and as an apprentice to a | 


Mitzi Held Over 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

Mitzi Green has won a third-week 
holdover at Club Moderne here. 
She’ll be followed Oct. 2 by Estelle 
Taylor, who in turn will be trailed 
by Ethel Shutta. They’re William 
Morris bookings via Sam Rosey. 

Oct. 2 sees another Morris client 
debuting when Paul Whiteman be- 
gins a Palace hotel run. 








Peter Seymour 


Dies One Week 
After His Wite 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 


Peter Seymour, nitery entertainer, 
died here Wednesday (17) of the 
same rare malady which a week be- 
fore took the life of his wife and 
dancing partner, Clara. The illness 
of the pair from a mysterious ail- 
ment, contracted somewhere in their 
travels by trailer, had proved such 
a puzzle to medicos that Federal ex- 
perts finally were enlisted in help- 
ing determine the disease and its 
source, 


The coma and sudden deaths of 
the pair had cut off health authori- 
ties from determining where they 
may have contracted the ailment be- 
fore they both were stricken while 
appearing in a Lansing (Mich.) 
night club. Because of the nature 
of the illness, similar to both typhus 
and Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
rare in this area, and the fear of 
contagion in places where they may 
have appeared, the deaths had been 
of grave concern to Federal authori- 
ties. Unusual precautions, including 
the segregation of other performers 
with whom they had appeared, were 
taken because of the fear that an 
epidemic might hit major defense 
centers, 

Samples of the dancers’ blood 
were sent to Hamilton, Montana, 
where the spotted fever outbreak 
seems to occur, after the malady was 
definitely found to be of the dan- 
gerous rickettsial type. Meanwhile, 
authorities; who had learned the 
pair had come east from California, 
were backtracking on their itiner- 
ary with warnings. 


FISCHER FOREGOES 
ELABORATE ‘FOLIES’ 


Clifford C. Fischer has decided, at 
least temporarily, not to elaborate 
and roadshow his ‘Folies Bergeres’ as 
|}a $2 show, although he may do it 














|later with Phil Baker and other 
names at the helm. Meantime, how- 
ever, the unit opens Oct. 13 in 


Worcester, Mass., prior to RKO Bos- 
| ton and some eight or 10 weeks of 
| RKO dates. 

Gene Sheldon, Harald and Lola, 
Little Freddie, Ben Jade Arabs, 
| Arren and Broderick, Frances Urban, 
| DeLage, Andre Ratoucheff (midget) 
jand 32 girls comprise the realigned 
‘Folies.’ 

Incidentally, despite the currently 
cool attitude towards anything that 
| Smacks of Vichy, France, it was de- 
| cided to retain the ‘Folies’ billing as 
| an established trade name. Fischer 
| was for changing it. 
| 





Smaller Cafes in Detroit 
Beef on ‘Discrimination’ 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 

Owners of the little drinking spots 

} here—with a war boom in sight— 
ithink they are getting a raw deal 
because the city allows dancing and 
entertainment in cabarets that pay a 
| yearly toll of $50 but bans them in 
the smaller places. 

As a result the Detroit City Coun- 
| cil is seriously considering the prop- 
| osition that for a $10 fee, smaller 

places be permitted to toss in three- 
| piece orchestra and entertainment. 
| Through their Royal Ark Association 
| they have submitted figures to the 
|Council to prove that they could 
| give jobs to many more entertainers 
|and musicians. There are upward 
| of 200 spots here whici: would very 
| likely put in shows, it is argued, if 
| the bars were let down. 

Detroit police contend they haven’t 
| sufficient manpower to keep the city 
|from becoming ‘wide-open’ if they 
| permit the spread of niteries. 





} 


Blanket Rule vs. ‘Celebrity Night 
Adopted by AAs; Penalties Set 





Bad Cue for Magi 


Halifax, N. §., Sept. 23. 


While Herman Singer, a magician, 
with a legerdemain show of his own 
in the Lynch Shows carnival, was 
showing his audience how to make 
things disappear, somebody stole 
into the back of his tent, and swiped 
a metal case containing magical ac- 
cessories and also a guitar that 
Singer used in his act. 

The bother to the magician is that 
while he made things reappear, his 
uninvited caller hasn’t returned the 
stolen items. 


Detroit AGVA Mulls 


Doubling as Means 
Of Restricting Jobs 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 

AGVA officials locally, are mulling 
theatre-nitery doubling, which it is 
felt, might establish a dangerous 
praetice on cutting down employ- 
ment if it spreads. Top acts from 
the theatres and niteries previously 
have doubled locally. 

For instance, opening the fall 
vaudeville season at his Colonial the- 
atre, Raymond Schreiber lined up 
Isabel Jewell, Michael Whalen and 
Lya Lys of films. Teamed up on the 
contract was the Club Trocadero. 
The trio are appearing three times 
daily at the downtown theatre and 
doing a midnight turn at the nitery. 














Harry Romm, Rockwell 
May End Theatre Deal 


Harry Romm and the General 
Amus. Corp. have decided to end the 
arrangement whereby Romm oper- 
ated his own theatre booking setup 
within GAC. Romm’s contract with 
GAC doesn’t expire until Feb. 1, but 
there are indications that Romm 
will depart from GAC’s quarters 
before that date. Leonard Romm, 
his brother, who has been associated 
with him at GAC, will become part 
of theatre booking department that 
GAC proposes to establish when 
Harry Romm leaves. Latter came 
into the GAC in early 1938. 

When the required notice period 
for renewal of contract arrived 
Thomas G. Rockwell, GAC prez, 
suggested that Romm drop his status 
as an independent agent and accept 











|for the Chicago, Chicago, and two 
|shows (with Harry Mayer of War- 








a salary from GAC. Romm replied 
that he had always worked for him- 
self and that he would prefer to go 
on operating that way. At GAC he 
handled his own acts in addition to 
booking GAC-managed bands and 
singers, 





LONG-DISTANCE BOOKING 


Harry Kalcheim Sets All Par The- 
atres He Books for New Year’s 





Harry Kalcheim has set a long- 
distance record of sorts, already hav- 
ing set New Year’s shows in nearly 
all the Paramount theatres he books. 

Gene Krupa’s orch and the An- 
drews Sisters will be the combo 


N. Y. Paramount; Tommy Dorsey 
will open at the Michigan, Detroit, | 
New Year’s Eve for a week; the Ink | 
Spots and Erskine Hawkins’ band 
are dated for the State-Lake, Chi- 
cago, over that holiday 

Kalcheim is also setting a show 





ner Bros.) for the Strand, Brooklyn, 


° ° | 
| one opening Xmas Day for six days, | 


Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America on Monday (22) endorsed 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists’ ruling against ‘Celebrity Nights.’ 
Four A’s is informing all of its af- 
filiate unions to tell their members 
that the AGVA ruling goes for all. 

AGVA ruled that no performers 
can play a ‘Celebrity Night,’ which 
has become a habit in some cafes, 
gratis. Those performers whose 
weekly salary is less than $100 must 
be paid at least the AGVA one-night 
minimum of $10. Those getting $100 
or over must be paid one-seventh of 
their salary, with all coin to be dis- 
bursed through AGVA. Latter is 
putting teeth in the rule by pro- 
scribing a fine of $500, or a six- 
month suspension from the union, or 
both, for those performers who vio- 
late the ruling. 

At a board meeting last Friday 
(19), AGVA’s national board, meet- 
ing in New York, passed a resolu- 
tion condemning the Senate sub- 
committee probe into alleged war- 
mongering by the film industry. 
Resolution stated that the probe 
leaned towards censorship. 


RAND, CARROLL MAP 
TEXAS FAIR SHOWS 


Dallas, Sept. 23. 

Mel Smith, manager for Sally 
Rand, arrived Thursday (18) and 
conferred with officials of the Texas 
State Fair, which opens Oct. 4, re- 
garding two shows which will be 
sponsored by the fan dancer. The 
shows are the ‘Nude Ranch’ and 
‘Miss America.’ 

Earl Carroll has arrived to com- 
plete arrangements for presentation 
of his ‘Vanities’ as the Fair’s Audi- 
torium attraction. 

Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker 
will head a floor show at the new 
Cafe Esplanade, with the ‘Ice- 
Capades of 1942’ also included in 
the setup. The Midway will have 
free acts and inde_endent entertain- 
ments. Many of the shows will come 
from the World Fairs of San Fran- 
cisco and New York. 


Shutta, Price Head New 
Broadway Cafe Shows 














Two stage vets return to Broad- 
way niteries, both debuting tonight 
(Wednesday) at competitive places. 
Ethel Shutta heads the new show at 
the Hurricane and Georgie Price 
marks his comeback at the nearby 
LaConga. 

Latter spot also inducts Maestro 
Jack Harris as full-fledged proprie- 
tor of the nitery where he was 
formerly the maestro. Incidentally, 
the Hurricane is now operated by 
Irving Zussman, who used to be co- 
owner of LaConga. After he soid 
out, it went into bankruptcy. 

The Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room 
reopens tonight (Wed.) also, with 
Jean Sablon and Gower and Jeanne, 
the latter after four months at Ben 





| again the maestro. 
| meantime, 
| next week, while tomorrow (Thurs.) 


: 2 |Guy Lombardo returns to the Hotel 
headliners for New Year’s at the! 


Marden’s Riviera. Dick Gasparre is 
Frances Faye, 
returns to the Riviera 


Roosevelt, ’steenth 


N. Y., for the 


time, 





Zorita Free on Bond 


Toledo, O., Sept. 23. 
Ada Brockett, 23, billed as ‘Zorita,’ 
who recently (15) spent the night in 
jail at Toledo because of inability 


and another opening New Year's | to produce a $1,000 bond pending her 


Eve for five days. 





F-WC Clicks in Try 
At Vallejo, Cal., Vaude 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

Fox-West Coast Theatres is trying 
vaudeville in its 700-seat Marval, 
Vallejo, Cal., with excellent results. 
Bert Levey office is booking five acts 
three days weekly (Saturday through 
| Monday) until] further notice. 
Stage fare is backed by an ‘A’ 
flick at 50c top, and seemingly can’t 
miss in the military boom town 
| which adjoins the Mare Island Navy 
Yard. 


appeal on conviction on the charge 
of indecent exposure, was freed the 
next day after her foster mother in 
Los Angeles wired her that amount. 
| Authorities, however, then cuc her 
| bond in half and she plunked down 
$500 cash. 

Zorita had been sentenced to six 
months in the workhouse by Muni- 
| cipal Judge Homer A. Ramey. She 
was accused of dancing in the Ken- 
tucky Klub here Aug. 15 without 
any covering. 





Paula Kelly joins Artie Shaw’s 
band tonight (Wed.) in Ottawa, Can., 
despite rumors Helen Forrest would 
take over. 





"3 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Mitchell Ayres Orch (13) with 
Johnny Bond and Meredith Biake; 
Ken Murray, Bob Evans, Tune Top- 


pers (4), Judy Canova with Anne; 
Don Baker; ‘Our Wife’ (Col), re- 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 20. 


‘Brevity’ a word that’s foreign 
to every act on this layout, from all 
observations at the last show Thurs- 


iS 


day (18), when it ran well over 80 
minute It was too much of a good 
thing, the stretching having a nega- 


tive effect on what should otherwise 
be a good sum total. Honey Coles, 
colored dancer, was taken out of the 


show opening day for abbreviation’s | 


sake, but that wasn’t enough. 


Ken Murray is in nis element here, | 


on the pit platform and _ intimate 
with at least that half of the house 
nearest him. That’s more intimacy 


than a performer usually gets nowa- | 


days in the big picture houses, and 
the reaction is immediate for Mur- 
ray, whose style of comedy works 
best with an audience up close. His 
gags click sharply, and closing, with 
Judy Canova, in which she’s virtu- 


ally stooging for him, is a strong) 


laugh anti-climax up ahead of the 
national anthem. 

Miss Canova, now something of a 
film name, with her sister Annie ac- 
companying and soloing on the piano, 
scores mildly with her 
yodeling. She delivers ‘Benny the 
Beaver, ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody’ and 
‘Some of These Days,’ but doesn’t 
wow ‘em until Murray 
some comedy singing lessons 
burlesky body grabs. 

Show’s applause topper was ven- 


with 


triloquist Bob Evans, who's best 
when the dummy is singing with 
burp and sneeze punctuations. The 


gags are a little worn, but Evans’ 
delivery is neat and catchy. Young 
and personable #m tails, Evans is 
surefire for class cafes. 

Tune Toppers (4) (New,Acts), who 
register, and Mitchell Ayres’ orch, 
with Johnny Bond and Meredith 
Blake as vocalists, complete the bill. 
Ayres’ band, with the five-brass and 
four-rhythm sections grouped 
gether on the left side of the stage, 
and the three-rhythm section on the 
right, is much too brassy. The horns 


blast all the time and that’s not do- | 


ing the band’s impression much good. 
Orch’s best inning is near the close, 
when it does ‘Make Believe Ballroom 
Time’ (a nice plug for Martin Block 
and WNEW), chorally and musically, 
individual tooters doing neat im- 


pressions of Harry James, Tommy | 


Dorsey, Jimmy Dorsey and Glenn 


Miller, plus a tired comedy takeoff | 
on Kay Kyser’s musical quiz. Ayres | 


is a showmanly maestro, but he 
should mix up the swing with a little 
more sweetness. 

Bond does an excellent comedy 
special tagged ‘When Are We Gonna 
Land Abroad,’ and he doesn’t mean 
distant shores, while Miss 
sings well ‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy,’ 


‘I Don’t Want to Set the World On | 


with Bond, ‘While the 


Don Baker, 


Fire’ and, 
Band Played On.’ 
usual, is at the house organ. 
ness was fine the second 
(Thursday ). 


night 
Scho. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 





Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
Charlie Barnet’s Orch (15) with 
Ford Leary, Bob Carroll, Quintones 
(5), Rex Weber, 3 Jays, Gloria Gaye, 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA); ‘They 
Meet Again’ (RKO). 





Charlie Barnet’s orch takes the re- 


sponsibility for this week’s biz here, | 


with Rex Weber doing a valiant job 
to help. The rest is just average. 

The Barnet band has cut a lot of 
records, so disc buyers and juke 
listeners can be depended upon. 
They liked today’s opening show. 
Maestro switches from alto to bass 
sax, with clarinet his featured in- 
strument inbetween. The arrange- 
ments by Andy Gibson, Bill Mohr, 
and Con Humphreys get class, mu- 
sicianly delivery. ‘rhere’s wide vari- 
ation in the numbers, and they’re 
programmed for contrast. The boys 
open with ‘Take the A Train,’ 
jitter affair, following with ‘Pomp- 
ton Turnpike,’ blue and swingy. 

30b Carroll, satisfactory straight 
baritone, sings ‘Peaceful in Country’ 
and ‘Just What We're Doing To- 
night.’ Si Baker does ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose’ on his tricky trumpet, keep- 
ing audience in the mood. 

the Quintones (three men and 
two girls) put over ‘Baa-baa Black 
Sheep’ and Hoagy Carmichael’s ‘Star 
Dust.’ They are plenty capable, but 
a load of sweetness gets drained out 


of their harmonies by what appears 


to be too much style-consciousness. 


The band—four horns, four saxes, 
bull fiddle, piano | 


four trombones, 
and traps—makes much out of a 


novelty Indian suite, incorporating | taste. 


Cherokee and Comanche war dances, 
with matching yells. They follow 
with the beautifully muted, Duke 
Ellington’s ‘Solitude.’ 

Ford Leary, playing trombone with 
the outfit, stands out with his sing- 
ing of ‘Shadrach,’ baritoning ‘Old 
Man River’ in conclusion. Rex 
Weber’s standard ventriloquism got 
fine reaction. He finishes with the 
familiar ‘Brother Can You Spare a 


hillbilly | 


gives her | 


to- | 


Blake | 


as | 


Busi- | 


a} 


and a scrambled version of 


| Dime.’ 
| the ‘Hut-Sut Song. 
! Three Jays (straight 
and girl) work on a 
They're okay. The straight 


man, comic 
trampoline. 
man's 


' 





STATE, N. Y. 


Larry Clinion Orch 
Mann, Butch Stone, 


with Peggy 
Irving Cather; 


alternate back and front somersaults | Lane & Ward, Vince ‘Blue’ Mondi, 


through a hoop rate applause. 


Also spotted in between the band |! ‘Kiss the Boys 


numbers is Dolores Gaye, flashily 


dressed blonde, who performs a tap | 


routine to swing version of Pader- 
ewski’s ‘Minuet’. 
Barnet could smoothen a bit 


platf delivery in his emceeing, 
but the playing is excellent, and the 
boys finale with ‘Scotch and Soda’ 
to upbeat effect. Show runs 58 
mins Gruen. 


rm 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


‘scomdaaes 


Boston, Sept. 19. 


‘Beachcombers of 1942,’ starring 


for | 


Arren & Broderick; 
Goodbye’ (Par). 


Hal Sherman, 


This may not serve as a model for 
modern five-act bills, but there’s one 
thing certain about it: sundry cus- 
tomers won't snatch a nap between 
showings of the feature picture. 
Even if the inclination prevailed, the 
fortissimo waves of sound that cas- 
cade from the stage most of the time 
make dozing impossible. 

When Larry Clinton and his mob 
isn't drowning ’em in swing and 
boogie-woogie there’s Vince ‘Blue’ 
Mondi, the one-man band, thumping 


| and blaring ’em silly with his barrel- 


Willie Howard with Vic Hyde, Gor- | 


Trio, 
Martin and Allen, Lee Gelson, 
Elaine Hume, Charles Senna, Al 
Kelly, Lora Saunders, Line and 
Showgirls; ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
| (RKO). 


don 
(3), 


the first femme show 
| season here, and it adds up to fast- 
moving, flashy entertainment, but 
strictly for adults. 

Willie Howard is 
skits, all good. The radio number, 
featuring doubletalk between 
| Charles Senna and Howard, latter as 

chief of the ‘Bad Will Hour’; and the 
| rabble-rousing bit, Howard assisted 
by Al Kelly, are stock turns of the 
|comedian. An added number is 
|'Howard confusedly signing up for 
{the army instead of obtaining a 
| marriage license. 

| While the unit's title points to the 
South Seas, this theme is cast aside 
|after the opening line number in 
| sarongs. From there on, it’s vaude 
' dressed up with patriotic stuff. Gor- 
| don Trio, on early, register here with 
|/an exciting, brief adagio routine that 
|has the girl whirling and looping in 
almost constant flight. 

Vie Hyde moves fast and furiously 
in his one-man band act, handing out 
his usual brand of corny musical 
novelties, stopping everything. 


on for three 


Eddie Rio and Brothers | 


Rio | 


} 


| 


house conniptions. The noise motif 
even runs through the comedy phase 
of the bill. Charlotte Arren’s (Ar- 
ren and Broderick) chief stock in 
trade still proves to be a talent for 
sustained shricking in high C, 
Withal the assortment of stage en- 


tertainment extends well over to the > 


| credit side. 


This Harry Howard production is | 
of the Keith 





Brothers get over okay in a hokum |} 
drama skit, softshoe eccentric hoof- | 


ing 
unison strip act. 

Show supplies plenty of girl flash, 
particularly in the opening walk- 
arounds and the ‘Indian Serenade.’ 
The usual can-can number is also 
worked into the show, and the finale 


features ‘Flags (and girls) of the 
Nations.” There’s not much origi- 


|nality in the unit, but ingredients are 
mixed with the skillful hand of the 
seasoned producer. 

| At the opening show, business was 
staunch. Fox. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


(13) 


| 





Tommy Tucker’s Orch 
Amy Arnell, Don Brown, Kerwin 
| Somerville, Alan Holmes; Toy & 
Wing, Wesson Bros. (2), John Boles; 
‘West Point Widow’ (Par). 

Balance—that was the keynote of 
the past weekend's stage show at the 
Strand. There was Tommy Tucker’s 

numbering 13 men including 


with 


orch, 
the leader, for the hepcats; Toy and 


| mixed 
| brothers 


hoofing 
(2) 


team, the 
for the major comedy 


and a nutty finish involving a} 


la 
Wing, the by-now standard Chinese | 
Wesson |} 


with their impersonations—and John | 


Boles. 


Boles, looking the perennial juve, 


remains a fine concert personality— 
concert as defined from vaude. This 
theatre’s tough audience, with its 
jitteroos, made it particularly dif- 


ficult for the rather conservative for- 
mer film star and his retentive mem- 
ory. Tunes such as ‘Rio Rita’ and 
\°One Alone’ remain among his 
standard repertoire of offerings, but 
t's doubtful if they’re sufficiently 
keyed to the tempo of the younger 
audience that frequents this theatre. 

Amy Arnell and Kerwin Somer- 
vill, with Tucker’s band, are 
within the jivers’ metier. 
tunes such as ‘Daddy,’ ‘Man Who 
Comes ’Round’ and ‘Papa’s in Bed 
with His Britches On.’ However, 
the customers choices bear no re- 
flection on the merit of Boles. He's 
a Hollywood personality with some- 
thing to offer, a singing voice. He 
trades on that alone. No Hollywood 


gibberish. No fill-in talk about 
‘songs he did in pictures.’ By his 
warbling of ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘One 


Alone’ he allows them to recall for 
themselves that they were tunes he 
did in the cinematic versions of ‘Rita’ 
and ‘Desert Song.’ 

Don Brown is another featured 
Tucker vocalist, tenoring neatly, 
while Alan Holmes is a novelty with 
his one-man band stunt. 

Wesson brothers are past masters 
of ribbing notables with their mimi- 
cries, but their finale number, a take- 
off on President Roosevelt and the 
|First Lady, is in extremely poor 
Not because the Chief Execu- 
| tive and Mrs. Roosevelt are the sub- 

jects, but the extent of the imper- 
| Sonations go beyond reasonable pro- 
| portions. 
| Standing room only at next-to-last 
|performance Saturday night (20), 
with usual four-day weekend show, 
| Friday to Monday, being extended 
| this week through Tuesday due to 
ithe Jewish New Year 
| Tuesday ). 





Naka. 


more | 
They do | 





Clinton's aggregation gives a swell 
account of its aptitude tor undiluted 


jive, and about the only time that 
the. din subsides is when Peggy 
Mann takes over for a trio of pop} 
melodies. Miss Mann serves as/} 
Clinton’s lone contribution to the 
saner side of musical diversion, In | 


any event she’s quite an asset to the 
troupe. Unlike the average girl vo- 
calist attached to a dance unit now- 
adays, Miss Mann clothes her lyrics 
in both adroit interpretation and le- 


gitimate singing. For the boogie- 
woogie hounds and those with a 


taste for the screwball side of song- 
dishing Clinton offers Butch Stone 
When Stone gets hot with his gib- 
berish on the themes of ‘Hot Dog 
Joe’ and ‘My Feet’s Big’ he looms 
as the looniest thing this side of Har- 
lem. Some of it is amusing. 

On the instrumental front Clinton 
gets his choicest licks at the very 
opening of the show with something 
he calls ‘Kansas City Moods.’ Mid- 
way down the bill Clinton again 
cuts loose with an exhibit of or- 
chestral stamina, and in this in- 
stance the melodic nostalgia of ‘Old 
Man River’ takes a bad beating, 
even though the song’s underlying 
rhythm serves Irving Cather nicely 
in showing what a clever fellow he 
is when it comes to a sustained at- 


tack on the percussion contraptions. | 


Watching this talented drummer also 
invokes a question: why do most 
young drummers keep jawing away 
at a wad of gum and at the same 
tfme maintain studied deadpans? 
Of the other four turns on the bill 
Hal Sherman easily takes top favor. 


The half-pint comic with the over- | 


sized suit and the expréssive peep- 
ers, who recently quit the Broadway 
‘Hellzapoppin’ rather than take a 
cut with the rest of the cast, packs 
a wealth of explosive humor. He's 
the best of his tribe of laugh-makers 
that’s come along since Jimmy Savo. 
Sherman is thrice-endowed, having 
feet that are not only nimble but a 
source of much mirth, a style of 
story-telling that’s surefire even 
\hough the material leans toward the 
nip-and-tuck, plus a sense of panto- 
mime that builds up to roars when 
Sherman gets around to imitating a 
sailor dancing with a dame who has 
foot or so on him in height. At 
the performance caught Sherman 
tied things up completely. 


Miss Arren, who follows Sherman, | 
takes a little time to get started but | 


she delivers the results just the 
same. She still has that surprise 
finish for the opening number, the 
sudden halt in trying to reach a high 
note and departing from the 
on rollerskates. The.rowdy cutting- 
up in that harem toggery remains 
just a filler, and, as always, what 
does the damage to the midsectors 
is her mimicry of a prima donna 
going through the spasms of a high- 
note attack. 

Lane and Ward, composed of a 
young blonde looker and a young 
fellow with an outstanding knack 
for acrobatic shuffling, project a 
turn that’s just different enough 
be refreshing. The opening bit in 
which they trip around in their 
stockinged feet is cute while the 
closing number is compounded of 
deft tumbling and whirlwind step- 
ping. Mondi stimulates interest in 
his one-man band routine with a re- 
cital of how he got that way. It’s 
an ingratiating novelty. Odec. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 17. 
Jack Durant, Ward & Van, Charles 
Fredericks, Hector & His Gang, Lela 
Moore, Peggy O’Neili Line, Charles 
Kaley House Orch (13); ‘My Life 
With Caroline’ (RKO), 


This week’s opening 
four-footed. Hector and his dogs 
break the ice, with a stageful of 
hounds backed by their master’s pat- 
ter. Pooches do little outside of a 
few flips, but natural mutt-appeal 
generated satisfactory response. 

Unusual is a show-stop in the 
deuce. Slot is allotted to Charles 
Fredericks, baritone who. recently 
spent 10 weeks at the local 365 Club. 
Despite fact house orch was too loud 








acros are 


j}and out of step at show caught, lad 


(Monday- | pitched four tunes to tie up the pro- 


ceedings. Apparently unprepared 


stage | 


to | 


for added encores, he had to talk 
his way off. He's young, handsome 
and robust both in pipes and appear- 
ianece. Vocals ‘Song of Open Road,’ 
|*You and I,’ ‘Glory Road’ and ‘Donkey 
Serenade.’ 

Ward and Van, only double on this 
bill of singles, occupy the trey. 
Their hoke harp and fiddle stuff, un- 
changed through the years, gets as 
many laughs as ever, indicating that 
audiences haven’t changed so much 
either. In more serious moments 
they generate some really nifty in- 
strumentalizing. 

Jack Durant, until recently in ‘Pal 
Joey’ on Broadway, has the next-to- 
closing with a melange of gags, imi- 
| tations and vocal bits geared for 
comedy. Gets over nicely, particu- 
larly with his staccato chatter and 
Gable mimicry. Polishing off is 
Lela Moore's ‘dance of love.’ Garbed 
half male, half female. she smoothly 
conveys impression of two persons, 
although some of her passes are a 
bit surprising for a family house, 
smacking more of niteries or bur- 
lesque. House line works twice for 
okay flash. 

Biz fair at opening. 





Wern., 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Berry Bros. (3), Smoothies (3), 
Franklyn D’Amore & Co. (2), 3 
Swifts, Dorothy Hild Dancers (16); 
‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par). 








Just a stage show, but a good one, 
with the house hopes being based 
strictly on the picture currently. 
From indications the hopes were a 
little too high. 


Fortunately there is full satisfac- 
tion on the stage, with three stan- 
dard acts and a fair radio name turn 
managing to supply a big measure 
of entertainment. 

Berry Bros. are on after the initial 
line routine and score powerfully, 
and with deserved results. They re- 
main a classy colored dancing trio 
and with a great showmanship style. 


Franklyn D'Amore is another stan- 
dard turn. He has been doing his 
strong man stuff for years, but it re- 
mains a solid act. well delivered and 
polished. The chair backbend and 
lift is put over in great style, using 
a girl who is no midget. Three 
Swifts, still another standard turn, 
consistently click with juggling and 
|minor comedy. With fine appear- 
ance, nice style and general distinc- 





tlon of approach, the Swifts are 
among the tops in juggling. 
Doubling from the Blackhawk 


| nitery are the 4Zmoothies, two men 
and a girl, highly pleasant singers. 
| With a strong radio buildup and good 
| workmanship, trio is suitable for any 
; spot. They work hard and mix a 
; happy dose of clowning into their 
general vocal work. 
impersonations are so-so, 
get by on exuberance. 

Dorothy Hild girls are on for two 
numbers, made outstanding currently 
by the excellence of costuming by 
Francis Pallester. 

Business good at last show Fri- 
day (19). Gold, 


but they 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 





Hartnells (2), Del Breese, Lester 
| Harding, Gene Kelsey, Herb Six 
| House Orch; Under Fiesta Stars’ 
(Rep). 


Entertainment this week is on the 
| favorable side, though not as strong 
as some other recent four-act bills 
here. After what looks like an in- 
auspicious start, last half of the 48- 
| minute show brings some good com- 


is formula throughout, with the Herb 
Six house band opening, number be- 
ing Morton Gould’s ‘Pavanne.’ Les- 
ter Harding takes over as m.c. from 
there to bring out the quartet of 
| standard acts, the weekly amateur 
winner and to go into his own sing- 
ing assignment. 

Opening standard team of Sally 
and Freddy Hartnell, British terpers, 
push their bit across with some 
whirl and semi-acro tapping by both 
and a Russian swing tap by the male. 
Boy soprano, Gene Kelsey, is ama- 
teur entry, singing aria from ‘Martha’ 
in swing. He rates above am par. 
Del Breese, magic manipulator, is so- 
so with a pack of cards, cigarets, 
wine glasses and eggs. 

Pace of the show steps up here as 
Harding starts it off warbling ‘I Went 
Out of My Way,’ with a chorus from 
‘I Understand’ as his usually wellac- 
cepted bit. Then he calls on Tom 
O’Neal for a turn with several bits 
of comedy. Solo work includes 
mouth-harping of ‘Nola’ and ‘Star- 
dust,’ interspersing the routine with 
comedy chatter and satirized clever 
toe-tap. 

Closing is assigned to Carlton 
Emmy and his fox terriers. Turn 
is well devised canine comedy and 
winds up the show socko. 
no newcomer to this stage. With 
the Gene Autry screen entry and 
the Emmy pups as strong juve draws, 
kids are due to pep the b.o. consid- 
erable. Quin. 





Emmy is 4 


‘big house. 





Some of their | 
| Chorus,’ 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Paul Haakon, Nicholas Vasilief 
Anthony, Allyn and Hodge, Clark 
Chesney, Andor Foldes, Rockettes 
M. H. Symph Orch, Corps de Balie:’ 
Glee Club; ‘Lydia,’ (UA), reviewed 
in Variety, Aug. 20. 





Divided into the customary A to D 
items, the current stage show has 
two visible evidences of how show. 
manship reacts to Page One. There 
is a Russian number by the Musie 
Hall Glee Club and the military 
drilling of the Rockettes is preceded 
by. newsreel montage of the British 
in action and a giant ‘V’ from the 
spotlight. Clark Chesney recites the 
poem, ‘Say Not,’ in the ‘Victory 
March’ portion. 

The first scene ‘Harvest Time,’ is 
a reaction to the calendar. It’s a tra- 
ditional frolic in the pumpkin field. 
Rather saucily and engagingly put 
together, this incident is also notable 
because Paul Haakon does his ballet 
stuff to the strains of ‘Old McDonald 
Had a Farm.’ The house ballet unit 
is divided between overalled boys 
with rakes and an equal number of 
farmers’ daughters’ who shake their 
short skirts in the manner of the 
French soubrets. It’s a lively rural 
conceit that the WLS Barn Dance 
wouldn’t quite recognize. 

Cossack uniforms, in red, of the 
Glee Club prove a big eyeful and the 
response was strong in applause. 
Nicholas Vasilieff leads the chorus. 
The comedy interlude comes from 
Anthony, Allyn and Hodge, who 
turn a ballroom adagio routine into 
a muscular mix-up that is extremely 
droll. 

Appearance of Andor Foldes, as 
piano soloist with the pit orchestra, 
suggests that the Music Hall may be 
overlooking a bet in instrumental 
virtuosi, a kind of talent that fits the 
Foldes registered very 
strongly. 

Soldier stuff by the Rockettes 
couldn't and didn’t miss closing the 
stage end with a rousing whoopdedo, 

Land. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
Glenn Miller Orch with Marion 
Hutton & Ray Eberle; Sybil Bowan, 
Wally & Verdyn Stapleton; ‘Pitis- 
burgh Kid’ (Rep). 


Glenn Miller remains high in the 
realm of the hepcats. Everything he 
says, every note his lads play got a 
bombardment of applause that pos- 
sibly made the manager of the Earle 
wish the walls were made of rubber 
when this reviewer caught the show. 

Band, in third trip here, tees off 
with a bouncy version of ‘Anvil 
with the individual mem- 


|bers of Miller’s aggregation getting 


Tom O'Neal, Cariton Emmy's Dogs, | 


edy to offset the earlier deficit. Show | 


a chance to shine. 

There's plenty of handclapping 
down front when the Miller gang 
goes into its latest hit tune ‘Chatta- 
nooga Choo-Choo’ (from ’Sun Valley 
Serenade’) with Marion Hutton and 


the Modernaires (male quartet) 
handling the zingy vocalizing. Also 
getting the kudos from the as- 


sembled alligators is ‘Booglie Wooglie 


Piggy’ and ‘Serenade’ with the 
| Modernaires and Miss Hutton on 
deck. 

Ray Eberle continues to evoke 
sighs from the femme _ pewholders, 
crooning ‘Things I Love,’ ‘Indian 





Summer’ and ‘I'll Have to Dream the 
Rest,’ with the Modernaires joining. 
There are two outside acts, Sybil 
Bowan and the dance team of the 
Stapletons. Miss Bowan made an 
instant hit with the crowd with her 
clever imitations. Wally and Ver- 
dyn Stapleton were well received in 
their three numbers. Shal. 


EARLE, WASH. 


92 
ae. 


Washington, Sept 

‘All Out for Fun,’ with Harry Reso, 

Yola Galli, Danwills, Gae FosteT 

Roxyettes (16), Joe Lombardi House 
Orch; ‘Navy Blues’ (WB). 


Format is ordinary, but welded 
together solidly, moving swiftly and 
being generally entertaining. 

Featured in  next-to-closing is 
Harry Reso, able buffoon with indi- 
vidual style. His trick eccentric 
dancing wins customer approval im- 
mediately. Then into his forte, 
pantomiming; best bit perhaps being 
his impersonation of a juggler. Goes 
over solidly. 

Roxyettes (house line) open show 
with Mardi Gras routine, followed 
by Danwills in spectacular tumbling 
stunts, surefire. Yola Galli is next, 
opening conventionally with South 
American ditty, then blends into a 
potpourri of swing and _ classical 
tunes. Her clincher is on the hokum 
side, a special arrangement of 
‘Nightingale Song.’ Note of pathos 
is as effective as any flag-waving, 
leaving the customers wanting more. 

Roxyettes pull a new applause- 
winner in mid-show when they ap- 
pear to swirl red gowns before plain 


blue drop. Highly effective and 
staged well. 
Biz good Friday evening Mac 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Eddy Duchin Orchestra (12) fea- 
turing Lew Sherwood, June Robbins, 
Tony Leonard, Johnny Drake, 3 Ear 
Benders; Roy Davis, Lynn, Royce & 
Vanya, Merriel Abbott Dancers (8) 
featuring Valerie Thon; Navy Blues 
Sextet (Katharine Aldridge, Georgia 
Carroll, Peggy Diggins, Loraine 
Gettman, Marguerite Chapman, 
Alice Talton); ‘Navy Blues’ (WB), 
reviewed in Variety, Aug. 11, °41. 








Back from three months in Rio 
de Janeiro, Eddy Duchin smartly 
points that up in his able style of 
ingratiating emceeing, without over- 
doing the samba influence. The new 
cariocan importation is a brisk tune, 
in melodic swingo style, punctuated 
bv the Brazilian manner of orches- 
tration, but for the rest Duchin does 
a standard, surefire, 100° Yanqui 
band show. 

Per always, the fetching Duchin 
pianology, with emphasis on the 
melodic, keynotes the general run- 
ning of the show. His team of four 
reeds, four brass and four rhythm 
gives him able support, from which 
are culled comedian-trumpeter Lew 
Sherwood with his ‘Pants Too Long’ 
and ‘Daughter of Jeanie’ specialties; 
Tony Leonard and Johnny Drake 
with their solo opportunities; June 
Robbins’ ‘Kiss Boys’ and _ other 
pops; plus three neat supporting 
specialties. 

Of these, Lynn, Royce and Vanya 
are socko, Their Hartmanesque 
ballroomology, for once, assumes the 
pattern of the legit. They have 
class, look like they could do their 
terps 100% according to form; hence, 
their stuff comes with a bit more 
surprise than usual. They’re a cork- 
ing comedy turn. Both Vanya and 
the two men are impeccably attired, 
and are apparently reformed straight 
ballroomologists who realized their 
greater dividends via the laff route. 

Duchin tees off by kiddingly call- 
ing attention to the Columbia Re- 
cording easels as a frank plug for 
his wax works. Following a brisk 
opener, the batacuda samba number 
brings on the Merriel Abbott 
Dancers, with Valerie Thon fea- 
tured, doing a nifty acro-dance. The 
Abbotts were with Duchin at the 
Copacabana, Rio, and they click 
again with a miniature piano rou- 
tine, all eight performing on the 
miniature uprights. 

Roy Davis’ hoke with records, 
simulating Danny Kaye’s ‘Dinah’; 
Miranda’s ‘Ay Ay,’ including comedy 


fruit-basket turban, and Cyril 
Smith’s madrigal proved a show- 
stopper. 


The Navy Blues Sextet, compris- 
ing the prize lookers from the WB 
filmusical concurrent, are brought 
on from a rising pit where the Wur- 
litzer used to be. It’s a_ novelty 
intro, and gives the customers a 
good closeup on the lookers. Most 
or all of them being ex-models, they 
have carriage, grace and poise, and 
what’s more, handle themselves well 
on lines (dialog; not physical) and 
vocalization. Loraine Gettman is 
credited for the musica] arrange- 
ments, which, even if it ain’t so, is 
a good showmanly touch. Appro- 

riately they’re in hula costuming 
o match their cinematic decor. 

Duchin’s pianology ties it up some 
more after Davis, Sherwood and the 


of miniature pianofortes by the Ab- 
botts, and the stage portion clocks 
off as a nifty 50-minute presenta- 
tion. Abel. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Sept. 18. 
Sims & Bailey, Lester Oman, 
Danny Drayson, Ade Duval, Ray & 
Harrison, Charlie Sahy House Orch; 
‘World Premiere’ (Par). 





Manager Al Weiss can click his 
heels and take a well-earned bend on 
this one. With the September slump 
setting in, this layout stacks up as 
one of the best of the summer, and 
with the film combination impresses 








as having excellent b.o. possibilities. | 


In a sense, it’s a personal triumph 


| Seat at World War No. 2,’ 


for Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, who | 


are celebrating their 
sary Mr. and Mrs. by stopping 
every show. Pair are just 
from Rio, this being first workout 
here. For a turn that’s been on the 
boards so many years, they are an 
amazing couple. Sims has loosened 
up, getting to be quite a comic, and 
his keyboard virtuosity has never 
been showcased to better advantage. 
Miss Bailey, is a gracious and charm- 
ing songstress. Arrangement of Ra- 
vel’s ‘Bolero’ is tops, likewise ‘Tea 
for Two’ and the Gershwin montage. 
Had tough time making getaway. 
Few marionet manipulators are 
even in the same league with Lester 
Oman. He’s possibly the smoothest 
operator ever caught on these boards. 
Working in full view of house, 
blacked out except for pin spot on 
dolls, he scores heavily. Manipula- 
tions of a batontwirling majoret 
and a double of himself working the 
Strings of a still smaller character 
are uncanny. He is a class attrac- 


10th 


as 


oo and warrants plenty of atten- 
ion. 

An agile hoofer, Danny Drayson 
clicks both in his single, and as em- 
cee. He’s a talented young tapologist, 
and, with 4n expanded routine will 


back |} 


anniver- | 


pins ; tion, 
dancers’ specialties; thence the octet | 


go places. Ade Duval is a suave 
prestidigitator who completely baf- 
fles the house with his slick sleight- 
of-hand. Stage presence is bolstered 
by smart line of chatter, delivered 
in strong limey accent. 

For those affected with a nostalgic 
yearning for gas-light burley, Ray 
and Harrison are just the ticket. 
They’re slightly out of phase with 
the rest of this bill though, being 
cornbelt comics from way back. She’s 
a balloon ballerina, weighing appar- 
ently around 250, but certainly man- 
ages to get around. Clown hoofing 
is good for guffaws, but they can de- 
lete the duets and the patter needs 
paprika. 


B.O. remains boffy. Leslie. 


COURT SQUARE 


(SPRINGFIELD, MASS.) 





Springfield, Mass., Sept. 18. 
Louis & Delita, Johnny Galvin, 
George Watts, Larue & Carol, Micro 
Maniacs (3), Broadway Starlets (8), 
Bert Green’s House Orch; ‘Sweet- 
heart of Campus’ (Col). 





Well-balanced and clicking from 
start to finish was bill selected for 
resumption of weekend (18-20) 
vaude at Court Square here after a 
summer layoff. Only marked flaw 
was in dancing of the line; its num- 
bers were well-planned but at open- 
ing performance several of the girls 
missed their cues. 

Louis and Delita opened after a 
hoop number by the line. Pair pre- 
sents some topnotch acro balancing, 
notable for its apparent lack of ef- 
fort. Playing three clarinets at once 
is most notable of Johnny Galvin’s 
performance in a turn which ends 
with a sax-clarinet duet in which he 
plays the two simultaneously. Stunt 
stuff is generally okay. 


George Watts, Negro comedy-song- 
tap turn, beats it out a la Bill Robin- 
son. His singing is passable, but it 
took a bit of time for him to get his 
chatter warmed up. Next to his 
nimble feet, his biggest asset is a 
mouthful of ivory that flashes in a 
wide grin at slightest provocation. 
He took several calls and then re- 
turned for a bit more stepping. 

New here were Larue and Carol. 
Dressed in brown cover-alls and a 
black mask, Larue comes onstage 
and proceeds to ‘crack’ a safe in its 
center. From it he takes a mailsack, 
out of which Carol steps. The pair 
duplicates some of the balancing 
stuff previously performed by Louis 
and Delita, then strips off the cover- 
alls and appear in scanty costume for 
some top adagio. 


One of the best acts ever to ap- 
pear here is the Micro Maniacs, three 
young fellows who pan the daylights 
out of newsreels in one song and 
radio advertising in another. Their 
tunes are funny, but their facial con- 
tortions and sound effects double the 
punch. 

House about three-quarters full 
for opening show Thursday (18). 

Lynch. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Scenes of suffering and destruc- 
interspersed with lighter hu- 
man-interest shots, pace the usually 
massive roundup of world events. 


Paramount and Pathe share top 
honors with impressive German- 
Russo war scenes. Par is releasing 


spectacular films of the Nazi drive 
into Russia, released by the British 
censors. Pictures show stuka raids 
on Red air fields and artillery at- 
tacks at the outbreak of hostilities in 
the north. 

Films of an actual attack by a 
combined British-Soviet naval force 
on Nazi supply ships in the Baltic, 
showing two of the cargo vessels 
sunk by torpedoes and depth charges 
(Par) and official German films of 
tank, artillery and infantry attacks 
near Brest-Litovsk (Pathe) further 
highlight the program. 

Embassy theatre’s own compila- 
tion of the American rearmament 
program, under heading of ‘Ringside 
with run- 
by Reagan ‘Tex’ 


ning commentary 


McCrary, is a_ five-minute subject 
| graphically showing conversion of 
auto factories to plane and gun man- 
| ufacture. Par scores again with 
| splendidly recorded episode of the 
British-Canadian invasion of Spitz- 
bergen. 

The human-interest department 





offsets the serious stuff with a raft of 
incidentals, all good for laughs. 
There’s the American Legion hijinks 
and parade in Milwaukee (Pathe and 
Par): runaway kid joining army 
(Pathe); a home-made auto which 
runs on crude oil (Universal); Red 
Cross clothing French babies 
(Metro); father joining his seven 
sons in the navy (Pathe) and arrival 
in N. Y. of European refugees on 
Spanish ship ‘(Par>. 

Several other worthwhile news 
events, such as the U. S. war games 
in the south (Movietone) and re- 
lease of army over-age_ selectees 
from camps. Usual flock of hardy 
perennials round out the balance. 
They include grape harvesting in 
California (U and Pathe); prize- 
fight training scene of Joe Louis and 
Lou Nova (Metro); horse-racing 
(Pathe); girls’ snowball fight on Vir- 


| ginia beach (Movietone) and the cus- 


tomary fashion show. 





| other 
| permitting. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 19. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (14), Anita 
Louise, Ziggy Talent, Joe & Jane 
McKenna, Marilyn Duke, Trizie, 
Max Arkins Orch (16); ‘Father Takes 
a Wife’ (RKO). 








- 


This is really a homecoming for 
Vaughn Monroe. He hails from 
nearby Jeannette, Pa., and went to 
the Carnegie Tech music school here 
for three years before going to Cleve- 
land, where he got his start with the 
Austin Wylie outfit. The usual 
chamber of commerce thing is to 
give any local boy who made good 
in the big city a great big hand, but 
Monroe would rate the same thing 
here if he hailed from Twin Falls. 
Easy to understand why he’s gone 
far and fast. Handsome maestro 
looks like the leader of a modern 
dance band should look; he has a 
swell platform manner; a good bari- 
tone that’s way above the contempo- 
rary norm, and, what’s just as im- 
portant, perhaps more so, is that he 
has an outfit that makes sense. 

Arrangements. are out of the~ 
beaten path, and Monroe has a gang 
of musicians who know how to do 
them justice. When band goes sweet, 
it isn’t that cloying sweetness that 
sends a customer out of the theatre 
dripping with molasses, and when 
it goes hot, it isn’t the blast furnace 
of the low-down brasshats. Rather, 
the Monroe crew strikes a happy 
balance in both mediums and result 
is music that’s both listenable and 
intelligent, a fine and unfortunately 
rare combination these days. Num- 
bers are picked wisely and not from 
a hat, with preference naturally go- 
ing to the tunes Monroe has recorded 
successfully, notably that ‘Pagliacci,’ 
which first won him attention. On 
the vocal end, leader, too, has a de- 
cided edge on most of the other sing- 
ing maestros. Band carries two 
other singers, Marilyn Duke, who 
knows her way around a song, and 
Ziggy Talent, more of a _ novelty 
scatter, however, than a conventional 
lyric peddler. Mob this afternoon 
couldn't get enough of Talent, who 
will one day work himself into a 
good case of St. Vitus dance if he 
doesn’t watch out. 


Anita Louise had some trouble 
first show getting the band together 
with her harp playing, running a 
race with her accompaniment most 
of time. Sereen star is really some- 
thing to look at and, with or without 
harp, could just stand there for the 
audience to feast its eyes on and 
earn her salary, in spades. Does 
three numbers, a semi-classical, then 
‘Star Dust,’ finally ‘Fresnesi,’ and 
turn does slow down the show some- 
what, but that was expected, sacri- 
fice being well made in view of the 
vision of loveliness she _ presents. 
Presentation gets away fast with the 
juggling by the blonde Trixie, who 
can keep the stuff going in mid-air 
almost as well as Stan Kavanaugh, 
only she’s much prettier. Show 
moves into the wallop stage with en- 
trance of Joe & Jane McKenna. 

McKennas are Stanley stand-bys, 
having played WB deluxer at least 
a dozen times, and while doing the 
same dance act they’ve been doing 
for years, they get funnier by the 
season. Murdered ’em here today 
and could have stuck around for an- 
10 minutes, wind and limbs 
to their applause for his closing 
medley and even then Joe McKenna 
had to come out and con the crowd 
into silence with one of those home- 
town sendoffs for Monroe. 

Biz not up to expectations. Down- 
stairs was full at getaway but upper 
perches were pretty slim. Cohen. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


— 





Fats Waller Orch 
Pepper; Bobby Cossey, Apus 





Monroe had to crack in- | 


| Sophistichords (6), Stuart Ross, Her- | 





(14), Candy &| 
&|tated by Stuart Ross and Herman 


Night Club Reviews 





YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. 
Middleman Orch (8), 





Herman 


| Jerry Cooper, Lionel Kaye, Charlo & 


Dupree, Alice Kavan, Shirley Heller; 
$1.50-$2 minimum. 





With Little Jackie Heller, brother, 
part-owner and star of show, away 
fo a few weeks on a theatre tour, 
Sol Heller has brought in Jerry 
Cooper to fill the vocal chores at his 
Yacht Club. What’s more, Cooper 
fills ‘em. Vaude, musical comedy 
and radio performer is making his 
first appearance here, and judging 
from the way he’s going across, 
Cooper can come back any time. 
Guy has a nice style, pipes are great 
and he’s a smart picker of songs. 
Goes through repertoire of usual 
pops, adding numbers with which 
he’s been identified over the air, and 


thumbs back the pages for a socko | 


finale. 


One of biggest hits Yacht Club 
has ever had is Lionel Kaye, who 
calls himself ‘The Daffy Auctioneer.’ 
Folks who have been clamoring that 
there’s nothing new in cafe enter- 
tainment haven't seen Kaye yet. He’s 
got something, and it’s socko. For 
dinner’ show he does a good magic 
act, but at the late session he goes 
into the auctioneer’s spiel, sells 
some pretty good articles to ring- 
siders, for as little as 5c and up to 
a buck, and buys unusual stuff from 
them at a fair price. Works the 
customers into a regular bidding 
fever and punctuates the whole turn 
with a flock of laughs. For a finale, 
he offers $2 for an undershirt, gets 
three guys on the floor and then 
three gals, offering a buck to the 
femme who can get one of the gar- 
ments off first anc the deucer to the 
fellow who takes it off. It’s a ter- 
rific howl. Kaye's act is not only 
different, it’s also good, and should 
be surefire in any cafe. 


Alice Kavan’s a crack dancer. 
She’s a striking looker, wears white 
tails and topper and raps out her 
taps a mile a minute, telling a little 
story in pantomime al] the while. 
Encores with some swell cape work, 
working it around like they do in 
a bull ring for a great flash. Kavan 
gal’s strictly class. 

Dance team of Charlo and Dupree 
needs some routines. They’re a cute 
couple, although that gray eton with 
shoes to match the boy wears is a 
little too affected, but their hoofing 
is too one-keyed. Make a good 
original impression, but they don’t 
follow through. 

Kaye serving as m.c., getting his 
own introduction for the auction 
from Cooper at the end of latter’s 
turn, and music is by Herman Mid- 
dleman, with Shirley Heller, also 
in the family, doing the vocals. Good 
show band, performers swear by it, 
and okay on the dance end, too. 

Cohen. 


LE RUBAN BLEU, N. Y. 


Carrie Finnell, Anita Sevilla and 
Villarino, Richard Dyer-Bennet, The 


man Chittison; $2 minimum, 





Herbert Jacoby calls this 


i} season of his Ruban Bleu, smart East | 


56th street boite, which has the dual 
connotation of marking the fifth 
year of a policy he created at Les 
Boeufs sur le Toit in Paris. It’s in 


the polite, drawing-room style of in- | 


time entertainment, sans dance floor, 
with succession of specialists punc- 


| Estrelita, Myra Johnson, Sinclair &|Chittison with their pianoforte inter- 


| keyboards. 


‘by 








LeRoy; ‘Sign of the Wolf’ (Mono). 


Apollo is still not ready to put 


| 


forth its best efforts on its usual type | 


f Tall od shc +} oirl } > ate 
Ol Colored SHOWS WILN Biri ine, etc. 


ithe Ruban Bleu with Carrie Finnell | 


So, this week’s bill is another vaude- | 
ville show. Acts are all billed as 
part of Fats Waller’s revue, and 
while few of them are professional 
turns rated from a big-time stand- 


point, the stuff they go clicks handi- 
ly here. 

Major objection to the 80-minute 
layout that Waller himself is so 
wrapped up in helping the various 
turns that he devotes too little time 
to his own forte, the piano and organ 
Cuts loose on piano all 
himself only once on ‘Honey- 
suckle Rose,’ which he and Andy 
Razof wrote. On organ he plays 
background music for Bobby Cos- 
sey, a shy youngster with a good 
voice which he doesn’t yet know 
how to use. Kid clicks, however, on 
‘I Got Plenty of Nothin.’ ‘Without a 
Song’ and a third unbilled melody. 
Doesn’t know how to use a mike 
either. 

Candy and Pepper, brace of gals 
dressed in male finery, open. They 
dispense a wealth of energy in fast 
tap work, and while the pair goes 
over Well enough there’s a lack of 
thought in their routines. Male at- 
tire gives them a fresh, crisp appear- 
ance. Apus and Estrelita, comedy- 
dance-song duo, are on too long. 
Some of the lines they use are effec- 

(Continued from page 53) 


iS 


ludes. 
Since Felix Ferry brought strip- 
pers into his snooty Monte Carlo, 


anything could happen and does at | 


doing her acrobatic heave: It’s a 
far cry from a carny pitch for Mike 


Todd at the World’s Fair to this spot, 
|but from Minsky to Fefe Ferry’s 
|covers about the same scope. Mis: 
| Finnell is a very buxom exponent of 
muscular control above her waist 


line that puts her in a niche all her 
own. There have been contortive 


,and abdominal coochers of all shapes, 





styles and sizes, but Miss Finnell has 


| ° . 
ino competition through her unique 
'and 
which 


quite Ripleyesque 
she accompanies with ap- 
propriate lyrics. It may not be for 
Aunt Deborah from Dubuque but it’s 
great stuff for the debs and post- 
grads who patronize Monsieur 
Jacoby’s snooty saloon. At $2 a head 
minimum she’s big boxoffice. Inci- 
dentally, Jacoby continues to capably 
emcee his own boite. 

Anita Sevilla aided by Villarino 
on the guitar is more polite with 
their flamenco songs; ditto Richard 
Dyer-Bennet, singing Elizabethan 
and early American madrigals and 
roundelays to self-accomp on the 
Swedish lute. 

The 5 Sophjstichords 


prowess, 


(New Acts) 


the V 


Harry’s New Yorker 
(CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Sept. 20 


Dolly Kay, Ralph ‘Cookie’ Cook, 
Jules & Joanne Walton, Darlene 
Walders, Muriel Kretlow Dancers 


(6), Arne Barnet Orch (6), Al Milton 
Orch (4); $1.50 minimum. 

This show, opening the fall and 
winter season, is apparently a com- 
bination of acts which scored best 
in previous engagements. There is 
plenty of talent, and it is routined 
to get the most out of them. 

Headlining is Dolly Kay, long a 
favorite of Chi club and theatre- 
goers. Miss Kay does five songs, but 
could knock out 25, if the patrons 
had their way. 

Comic Ralph ‘Cookie’ Cook m.c.s 
and has a fine spot on his own, 
Unique style of comedy is based al- 
most entirely on satire, which is 
smart in text, but brought down to 








earth by his hokum touch. Nifty 
personality fits this room well. 
Jules and Joanne Walton offer 
|dance routines in the Tahitian man- 
jner to good results. Man is an 
especially fine terper and team is 
well costumed. Good appearance 





aids them materially, and they have 
little trouble in getting across. An 
acro tapper, Darlene Walders’ is im- 
pressive in two routines. Gal is a 
nice looker and possesses ability and 
stage presence. 

Rounding out the show are the 
Muriel Kretlow Dancers, holdovers 
from the previous show. Gals open 
and close with two colorful and ex- 
cellently costumed numbers, which 
reveal them to be tall, attractive and 
shapely. 

Arne Barnet’s band plays for show 
and dancing, with Al Milton’s group, 
assisted by femme vocalist Patsy 
Gale, filling in with the rhumbas. 

Loop. 


New Act in Theatre 


TUNE TOPPERS (4) 
Musical 

10 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

This is a punchy musical quartet, 
making its first stage appearance, 
doubling from Rogers’ Corner 8th 
Ave. (N. Y.) restaurant, and seven 
nights-a-week sustainers on NBC- 
Red. Instruments are a trumpet, ac- 
cordion, bass and guitar, with the 
boys playing hot, corny and in the 
pantywaists’ groove. 

At this catching they did ‘Summer- 
time,’ ‘Dark Eyes’ and what sounded 
like a medley of pops, with the trum- 
peter and accordionist most promi- 
nent. Both are top musicians, though 
the latter should stand a little fur- 
ther away from the mike, since he 
picks up the click of the keys to the 
Pare npes s of the musical effect. The 
bass player and guitarist are likewise 
|clicko, especially with that two- 
‘handed whacking of the big-bellied 
instrument. 























They'll fit most anywhere that 
music is liked in jump style. Scho. 
New Acts in Niteries 

JOAN ROBERTS 

Singer 

| Rainbow Grill, N. Y. 

| Joan Rcberts is more than the 
‘usual vocalist with a dance band, 
|although she officiates here with 
Russ Smith’s crack crew. As is the 


policy at both Rockefeller niteries, 
the vocalizing femme is given solo 
opportunity and _ invariably she 
clicks. Laura Deane Dutton, for ex- 
ample, in the more formal Rainbow 


Room, is registering with Ozzie Cas- 

| well’s band, and ditto Joan Roberts 
here with Russ Smith. 

Given entr’acte potting, her 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ excerpt clicks, 
and her ‘Samson and Delilah’ ex- 
cerpt, which starts out legit, be- 
comes more zingy as she swings ‘My 


Heart at Thy Still Voice.’ Miss Rob- 

erts, besides being possessed of vocal 

authority, backs it up with a fetch- 

ing front. She’s reported slated for 

Shubert operetta contracting For 

class cafes she contributes solidly. 
Abel. 

| THE SOPHISTICHORDS (6) 

| Rhythm Songs 

Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

Colored quintet, with pianist-ar- 
|ranger Lloyd Pinkney accompanying 
them, is a mixed Harlem combo of 
which two are femmes. Their forte 
is swing-singing in French, German, 
| Italian, Spanish and, of course, Eng- 
jiish. And while their Teutonic- 
|Harlem brogue, for example, is a 
} curious admixture as they rhythmize 
i*Wien, Wien,’ they’re a very compe- 
| tent group that should make its mark 
lin the cafes anc on the records. 

From the waxworks they should ex- 
pand into thertres, etc. 

Their style is in the Delta Rhythm 





include two femmes in this rhythmic | and Ink Spots idicm, plus their own 


vocal group. The colored 


swing-sings French, German, Italian. 
Spanish and 52d street ditties in the | Guibba,’ etc., wit! 


Delta Rhvthm stvle. 


group|novelty of hnline ditties like 
|‘Parlez Moi ‘’Amovr, ‘Vesta la 
1 a 52d street touch. 

Abel They alsn cot un vu »> nance Abel 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK SEPTEMBER 26 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 








Paramount 





Cabaret Bills 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 

Ken Murray 

Judy Canova 

Mitchell Ayres Orc 

Tune Toppers 

Bob Evana 





MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (26) 
Horace Heidt (re 
JOLIET 
Rialto (1 only) 
Sweater Girl Rev 
CHICAGO 
State Lake (26) 








MIAMI Lionel Hampton Bd 
Olympia (24) Gordon & Rogers 
Duan & Darrow 2 Zephyrs 
Sully & Thomas Chicage (26) 
Lorraine Dewood Cortello's Does 
Jackie Gilford Sonny Rice 
Rizoletto Bros Dr. Hoffman 
‘ 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (26) 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

Merriel Abbott Gls 

Lynn, Royce & V 

Roy Davis 

Navy Biues 6 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (26-29) 


Cab Calloway Ore 
Avis Andrews 
Calloway Poys & @ 


Otto Eason 
Paul, Slim & Eddie 
(19-23) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
John Boles 
Wesson Tey 
Toy & Wi 
PHILADE! LPHIA 
Earle (26) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Toy & Wing 
Whitson Bros 
19) 


Glenn Miller Ore 





Sibyl Bowan 
The Stapleions 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Glean Miller Ore 
Sibyl Bowan 
The Stapletons 
(19) 


Vaughn Monroe Orc} 


Trixie 
Joe & J McKenna 


{Anita Louise 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Roxyettes 
Yola Galli 
Harry Reso 
6 Danwills 
(19) 
Roxyettes 
Lowe, Hite & 8 
Andrews Sis 
Billy Reyes 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (25) 

Joe E Lewis 

B Wells & 4 Fays 

Boyd Heather 

Paul Remos 

Peters Sis 


| WASHINGTON 
| Capitol (25) 


Rhythm Rockets 
Duval 

Jackie Heller 
Fonzal Bros 
Bryant, Rines & Y¥ 





RKO 





BOSTON 
RKO Keith’s (26) 
Helen Reynolds Co 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Watson Sis 
John Boles 
3 Stooges 

( 


Beachcombers of ’42 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (26) 

Kanazawa 4 

4 Samuels 

Al Bernie 

Adrian Rollini 8 

Brenda & Cobina 

Lester Cole & Debs 

(19) 
E Carroll Vanities 


CLEVELAND 

Palace (26) 
Tony Pastor Orc 
Joe & J McKenna 
Berry Bros 


Gil Maison Co 
(19) 
Geo White 


DAYTON 
Colonial (26) 
Geo White 
(19 


The Billingtons 
Al Bernie 
Adrian Rollini % 
Brenda & Cobina 
Kanarawa 4 
SYRACUSE 
Empire (26) 
Singer Midgets 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (25) 
Autumn Rey 
Paul Haakon 
Nicholas Vasilieff 
Anthony. Allyn & H 
Andor Foldes 
Clark Chesney 
Rockettes 
Corp de Ballet 
Glee C ‘ub 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (26) 
Miss America 
Nicholas Br os 
Sid Gold 
Stan Ross 
Archie Robbing 
Apolle (26) 
Lucky Millender Ba 
Trevor Bacon 
Sister Tharpe 
Strut Flash 
McCain & Ross 
Freddie Robinson 
Slo Brown 
BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (25) 
Monroe & Grant 
Geraldine & Joe 
Alphonse Berg Co 
B Yost Mimic Men 
Lew Parker 
State (28-1) 
Walter Behr 
(Three to fill) 
(25-27) 
Jans & Carroll 
Primrose & Gold 
Ross Lane & Ross 
Royal (24) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Moke & Poke 
Earl & Francis 
CAMDEN 
Towers (26-28) 
Gleason & Sanborn 
Joe Arena 
Princess Yvonne 
O'Connor Fam 
Cristianis 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (25-28) 
Starnms & Anavau 
Beverly Paige 
Martin Bros 


Ray Sis & Jarvis 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (26-27) 
Beachcombers of '42 
TLINT 


(One to fill) 
PASSAIC 
Central (25) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 

Beatrice Kay 
Hal LeRoy 
Carroll & Howe 
Grace Drysdale 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (26) 
Major Bowes Show 
Fay’s (26) 
Eve Arden 
Bobby Borxter 
Cina & Cortez 
Johnny FPurke 
PITMAN 
B’way (27 only) 
Walter Behr 
(Three te fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(26-28) 
Henry Armetta Co 
Lou Breese Ore 
Roy Smeck 
“arr Bros 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (22-24) 
Cab Calffiway On 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur's Moulin 
Rouge 


| Yvonne Bouvier 
; Adama & Lisa 


| Dolores Baron 


| 


} 








| 
| 


| Edith 


Co 
Armando’s 

Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Julie Colt 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Nola Day 
Lynn Russell 
Marianne Farrar 
Jane Churchill 
Lambert 
Annette 


| Moya Gifford 


|\Ginger Lane 


Ann Forbes 

Jose Dominguez O 
Bill's Gay 90’s 

Charlies Strickland 

Lulu Bates 

Fred Bishop 

Spike Harrison 

Harold Willard 

Harry Donnelly 

Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Count Tasie Ore 
Hazel Scott 
“alvin Jackson 
Kenneth Spencer 
Ammons & Johnsvup 
olden Gate 4 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Ammons & Johnson 





Se andais| Gg 


Scandals 
) 


Cafe Vienna 


Ruth Barr 
| William Hoffman 
| Murray Miller 
| Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ure 
Casa Marta 
|} Antoinette Severin 
| Pony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
} Casino Russe 
| Nina Tarasova 
| Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Micnon 
|Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Mat\ienko 
Chateau Moderne 
|} Annette Guerlain 
| Maurice-Shaw Ure 
Gabriel 
Dorothy Tanner 
Whitey Burke 
Fred Leach 
Claremont inn 
| Joe Ricardel Ore 
| Clab 18 
Andrews Ure 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 

















Roy Sedley 

Ixay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 

azel McNulty 
| Hazel J 
| J4ian Fitzgerald 
Club Gauche 
|}Pedro Valli Ore 
| Nilda 
| Dolores Laurell 
Linda & L Orla 
Club Maxim 
|} Al Stone 


| Johnny & George 
Sandra & Carroll Sis 
Club Samoa 
Joy Umiamaka 
Mabelle ttussell 
Pegzy O'Neill 
Linda Castro 
{Sheila Reynolds 





C Palmer & Rangers | Padilla Sis 


Teresita Osta 

Victoria Barcelo 

|} Antonio de Cordova 
Fl Morocco 

Chauncey Grey 

Chiquito Ore 
Essex House 

Imogen Carpenter 


Orc 


Nick D'Amico Ore Barry, Prince & C 

Famous Door Tommye Adams | 

| Mary hou Williams] Ieeland Restaurant 

| Floyd Smith Ted Eddy Ore 

June Ri hmond Danny White 

Andy Kirk nesta Pastines & Fanchon | 
Havana-Madrid Mary Lou King 

Froilan Maya Ore Betty Willis Co 

Gilberto Orc Mildred Jocelyn 


Carla & Fernando 
Belen Ortega 
Carmen Montoya 
Augustin Rival 
Aida Rivus 
Anita Rabal 
Chiguitico & E 
Hickory House 
Bill Turner Ore 
Mercedes 
‘ Carol Rovd 





Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Bob Haymes 
Betty Bradley 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perron 

Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 
John Hubert 
Belmont Balladeers 


Hotel Biltmore 
Art Jarret Orc 
Gale Robinson 
Randy Brooks 
Jack Turner 
Roberts & White 

Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 

Hotel Commodore 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 


Narita Ore 

| Jimmy Farrell 
Noel Toy 
Eddie Davis 


Lila Barbour Gower & Jeanne 
Whitey L’y Hoppers Carel King 
Jadin Wong |} Ches Hale Gis 
Malo 3 Ruban Bleu 


Marian & Ray Lynn| 


Place Elecante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Victor Harte 
| Bert Felton 

Queen Mary 

Chiquita Venezia 
leila Gaynes 
l'Terry Carroll 
| Jack Wallace Ore 
|} Babe Stater 
ic onsuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
Boyd & Smith 

Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 


Ashburns 
Joan Roberts 
Ruinbew Koem 


Ozzie Caswell Ore 
Clemente Orc 
Dacita 
Jose Fernandez 
Juanita Deering 
Rolf Passer 
Laura Dutton 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. 2.) 


Bar of Masie 


Bill Jordan 
George Kent 
Lucile Angel 

Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmore Bow! 


Max & His Gang 
Rita & Rubin's 
Frank Paris 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
Herb Shriner 





Lewis & Ban 


Pancho Ore 
Fausto Curbello Oro 
Phil Baker 
Joan Merrill 


Carrie Finnel 
Sevilla & Villarine 
Sophistichords 
R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 
Adia Kuaznetzoft 
Nastia Poliakowva 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Usdonoft 
Lunia Nestor 
Nicholas Matthey 

Spivy’s Roef 
Eddie Mayhoffe 
Barbara LaMarr 
Haywood & lien 
Frank Shuman 
Spivy 

Sterk Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Harvey Brown 


° 


Versailles 
Max Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Kitty Carlisle 
Capella & Beatrice 


Village Baro 
George Sterney Ore 
Harriet Lane 





LOS ANGELES 





Galanti & Leonarda 


Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 
Bill 
Jean Barry 
Mi Chee 
Dave Forrester Orc 
Macambo (Cnfe 
Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Paris ina 


Cengress Hotel 

(Glass Hat Km) 

Vineent Bragale O 
Shore 


Hddie Danders Ore 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Bob Grant Ore 
Dale Evans 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Bench Walk) 
Henry Busse Ore 
Albins 
Lee Edwards 
Otto Glasser 
Fuzzy Coombs 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Johnny Howard 
Theo Hoffman & G 
June Carson 
Fifl de Valeri 
Ann La Velle 
Johnny Honnert 
Julio Garcia Ore 


Eitel’s 


Hans Muenzer ¢@ 
Deris Wittich 
Heidelberg 4 


Rathskellar 
Louls & Orc 


5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Roberts & Reynolds 
Mary Heth Sires 
The Bartons 

Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Garrtck Stagebar 
Don Jacks Orc 
Mel Henke '* 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Letty Grey 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 





Kenny Henrvyson 


Al Trace Ore 

















BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 














Marylin Duke 

Ziggy Talent 

Peter Rotunda Orc 
Hote! Edison 

Blue Barron Orc 

Hotel Essex House 

Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Ore 

Meymo Holt 

Napua 

Leilani laea 

Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 
Hotel MeAlpin 

Johnny Messner Orc 

Hotel New Yorker 


Johnny Long Orc 
Adele Inge 

Peter Killam 
DeLories Ziegfeld 
Maribel Vinson 
Guy Owen 
Angela Carsons 


Elizabeth Cravens 
Billy Kling 

Grace May 

Florence Walters 
Tce Baliet 

Hotei Park Central 


(Cocoanut Greve) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Alfonso Orc 
Jack Waldron 
Virginia Renaud 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Coe 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Wilson Lang 
Kay Evans 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Flora Ore 

Hotel Maza 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jean Sablon 

Hotel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Orc 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy-Ptaza 





Riate (26) Adele Renee Howard Lally Ore 

Gypsy Rose Lee Rochelle Carter | John Hoysraidt 
1 Pp _S. 

JAMAICA mail Ray-Samoa Mds| Hotel St. Morits 
Jamaica (25-28) Diamond Horseshee | Ford Harrison Ore 
Ray & Mae Murray Blanchards 
ay Arthur Nita Naldi | Vie sinia Burke 
Jimmy Edmundson | ( ariyle Blackwell Great Maurice 
a gag see be | Son E Howard | Lolo & Ramon 
Artnur . 2 liavel i Ross Wyse. J » 
Burns 2 & Evelyn | june Mann Hotel St. Kegis 

PATERSON | Deila Lind ae ‘Geevtat Gee 

M " " 320-9 iGeo Fontana - 
sae ak 1 - 4 ° |Lila Lee . — 
avn ncaa | Ga ilda Gray /¥ Jincent Lopez Orc 
hh sh ll Charies King |} Ann Barrett 
Elsie, Bariy d Belle! Mangean Sis | Pas Mireins 
Joe Phillips (Co Clyde Haver . 
(26-29) . rears Hotel Wa!.tort- 

Ora | El Chico Astoria 
DeMarco Sis Don Alberto Ore (Starlight Roof) 
Bob Easton | Be enito Collada Xavier Cugat Ore 


Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Senor Wences 
Evelyn Tyner 
H Williams, 3 
Hurricane 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Mark Ballero 
Mata & Hari 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Kelly Rand 
Irv Carroll 

La Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Georgie Price 
Di Gatanos 
Don Richards 
Wally Wanger Gis 

leon & Eddie’» 
ou Martin Ore 





I 


Casa Mananpna 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Lolita & Ardo 
Cecoanut Grove 
Jimmy Brierly 
6 H'’wood Starlets 
Doodles Weaver 
Mitchell Leisen 
Doygias Dean 
Freddie Martin 
Copacabana 
Nine Mirandez Ore 
Pete & Orillia 
8 Dance Gis 


Rev 


Orc 


} Eari Carroll 


| Dr Rockwell 
|B Minnevitch 
Helen O’Hara 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Alec Morisen 
Madelyn Meridith 
Barney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 

The Debonairs 
Bery! Wallace 

Ina Hayward 

Bill Brady 

| Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 


Corrinne & Tita 
NTG 

ee Royce 
Vanita 
raldine 
Sugar 
Jimunie Ore 
Charlie Foy 6 Club 
Chartie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Lorraine Elliott 
Jerry Lester 

Red Stanley Ore 
|Girace Hayer Lodge 
|Grace Hayes 

|} Mary Healy 
Jammie Ames 
Peter Lind Hay 
Trent Patterson 
Neville Fleeson 
Mary Reilly 
Robert Pard 
House of Morphy 


Join Crawford 

| Jean Meunier 
Frankie Gatlagher 
Gordon Bishop 
_Ellen Talor 


Co 





Ross 
Geise 
Grier 


es O 





; 
| Ambassador Hote! 
| (Pamp Koom) 
|v: al Oman Ov<« 
Macci McNellis 
| Bismarck Hotel 
| (Walnut Koom) 
Joy Orc 
Burns 
Jane 
Fields 
Jack London 
Hadley Gis 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
lhick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annetie Suields 
Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Ore 
Gail Robbins 
Jean Richey 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Johnny Duffy Orc 
Patti Clayton 
Lrevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Daisy Hardy 
Ann Nuzzo 
Bob Billings 
Broadment 
Betty Coeds 
Verva Bell 
Robert Kirby 
Betty Wren 
Margie Dale 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 


Jimmy 
} Betty 
] Don & 


| Gene 


Ford 








Mary Earl 
Joan Tare 
Juanita Bates 


|Maiua 


Mareg'rite & M'rtinez | 
Henry Monet 
Helen Lewis 
Varne & Sarita 
Iva kirby 
Valerie Ross 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 


Dennise 

Gaby La Fitte 

Shadrack Boys 

Alkali Ike 

Al Robinson 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 


| 
| 
Bob Evans | 
Lovey Lane | 
| 
| 





Lois Gatloway 
Stump «& Stumpy 
Peter Ray 

Jeni Le Gan 

The Recketts 

Cee Pee Johnson O 
Scheherazade Cafe | 
Mara Manet 

Malio Cheron 
Yascha lHorowsk! 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Kipikona 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 

Chief Sautini 

ley Wheeler 


| 


Lilia 


Stan 

Charlie Openui 

Eddie Bush Orc 
Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 





Richards 
Williams 
Pag: 


Cully 
May 
Ann 
Renny 
Patti 
Sam 
Joe 
Joe 


Al 


Sy 
Moore 
lewis 

Polsky 

Oa kie 

Bard Ore 
Swanne Ina 

Fred Skinner 
Meade I. Lewis 


Trianoa 
Civde MeUCoy 


Ore 





The Duffins 





CHICAGO 


j}Lola And-e Dane 
idiale Parker 
Joan Ho 
Tot Sm 
Savane Trio | 
\dvocate } 
Saw » Ore 
Cap.tol Leungce 
King Cole 3 
' , 
Lovis Jordan Or | 
Chev Paree i 
| 
;jCarmen A AY 
}Cross & Dunn | 
Sara Ann AcCabe | 


Christine Forsythe 
4 U'wood ftlonde; 
Royvd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
weanes Gis 

Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Pancho & L 
Irene Burke 
Mickey Dunn 


Roche 


Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawatians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aigioa 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Edna Sellers 
Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Ted Cook 
Jules & J Walton 
Darlene Walders 
Patsy Gate 
Kretiow Gis 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 
Palladium 
Dinah Shore 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
3 Nonchalants 
Johnny Woods 
Rita Roper 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Lionel Hampton Orc 
Carl Marx*® 
Rhumba Casino 
Diosa Costello 
Georges & Jalna 
Greco 
Gali Gali 
Pan-Am Danc 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Fe Fe Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Honey Bee Kellar 
Ceil von Dell 
Jean Mode 
Dolly Sterling 
Donna Darnell 
Yvonne & St Clair 
Bernice Marshall 
Jevi Vance 
Hazel Scott 





| 
\s Sol 

Tripoll 3 
| Stevens Hotel 
| 


(Continental Rm) 
Courtney Ore 


Villa Venice 


Del 


Barbara Lee 

4 Octaves 

Bardu Ali Ore 

Rosalie Jovinelly 
Lido Venice 

3 Peppers 

Alan Gale 

Ch mangmerty Gis 

Danny Versee Oro 

Little Rathskeller 


Lenny Kent 
Dagmar 
Guardsmen 
DeLloyd McKay 
Rexers 
Victor Hugo's Ore 
Mayo's 
Jack Griffin 
Dottie Villard 
Helene Martin 
Marie Chevalier 
Mayo Swingsters 


Minstrel Tavera 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Sally Foy 
Stella Engle 
Ed McGoldrick, 8r 
Stone & Page 

Nell Dieghan’s 
Corday & Triana 
Duvals 
May Digs 
Leonard Cooks 
Jess Altmiller 
(jrooverneers 
Billy Arnold Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 


Don & Dorese 
Margie Hight 


Billy Haves’ Ore 
Frankie Richardson 
Al Kilbride 


Open Door Cafe 
Wade & Wade 
Little Joe & T 
VYvonettes 
Babe Cummings 
Fadie Lang 
Viola Kiaiss Ore 

Peacock Gardens 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 

Roman Grille 
Kosemary 
Johnny Cuilfoyle 
Gloria Dale 
Lenny Pegton Ore 
Murphy Sis 
Alice 
Pat 

Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Leto 

















Frank Hasse! Ore 
Spatola’s 


Don Renaldo (4) 
Alberto Aveyou 
Stamp's 
Marion Tully 
Andy Russell 
Faye Trotter 
Dancing Debs 
Jean O'Neil 
Tomi Sorrell 
Gwen Stader 
Terry Lynne 
Hal Pfaff Oro 
Loose Nuts (3) 
Ray O'Dell 
Sun Kay Gardens 
Patti La Verne 
Agnes Willis 
Smythe & Dolores 
Nadine Walz 
Joe Blair 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathakelieg 
Fay Ray 
Brooks & Brooks 
Dotty Brennan 
Jean Bernhardt 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Ray Harkins 
Swan Club 
Marty Bohn 
Linda Lief 
Watson Sis 
Nancy Lee 
Alma & Roland 
Earl Denny Orc 
20th Century 
Frances Carroll 
University 3 
Stylists 
Kenny Shaffer Trie 
Owen Sis 
3 Rhythm Manlacs 
Venuti Rhythmettes 
Arthur Strohman 
Trans-Atlantie 
Tavern 
Billy James 
Carlotta Dale 
Venice Grill 
Louis Di Nunzio 
Joey Atlee 
Marian Melrose 
Conchita & Antonia 
Warwick Hotel 
Leo Drver Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 
6 Grays 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Ven Bannerman 
| Valentine Vox 








| Rosita Ortega Delta Rhythm Boys! Syd Golden 
| Poggi & igor David Bull Ruth Denning 
| Tana Billy Howe Al Goldecker 
COL. 5 0930 | Vanessa & Sandino Sam's Cafe Russell & Christine 
“ | Jacqueline Mignac r ‘ Raths’r Eldoradians 
| Buzzonnie Frank J onti Dave Pierson 
Rinaldi oe ° Jack Smith 
— - ‘ 5 Si sTrOoOKSs ee 
| Aurette Sis Lola Claire Wilson’s 
Y Beryl Witliams Joe Hou 
ATLANTIC CIT Mike Ray Or Art Mathues 
’ | Silver Fleet In Terry Regis 
Albany Arms Herman's Music Bar| ie ; ma one 4 Bob-O-Links 
Barney Devine 3 Jimmie Solar rere aneg 6 Ann Dance 
. . . eo ax evin rar Pickut & A 
Babette's Club a ¥ ace’ Ragen Se Re oe * 
Consuelo Flowerton| °°” ° si | Phil Mills Ore | Geo Vaquet Ore 
Anna May Taylor Nomad Clab Joe Scotty | Pare 
Valeyne Hague eg Ross Sil take § | Yacht Club 
Milton Huber’s Ore | Jackie Whalen Sliver take Inn Ruth Templeton 
Benson's Cafe Helen Cotb la B & Campbell ine Coopet 
as Patsy Johnston Geo Reed Sunva TLeDare 
ere Wh ~~ | Betty Keenan Gypsy Rita | Dave Vantfield 
obb hite Zol ‘ea Alice Lu Victor Nelson Ore 
Sunny LaVere é on — . t Hotel j 7 _ de ve J 
|} Roe Coletta’s Orc *residen ote } 
. , (Round the World CLEVELAND 
Claridge Hotel teaen) 
ages Re) ™ Alpine Villuge Doris Weston 
Marty Magee’s Ore | Alan Stone —— jean Marshall 
. Helene Sit : togers — ; sts 
Cn bard: agg | ~ weg a oe 
(Terrace Km pat poy wee senes . mu ‘ 
eens pare ) Arden @ Rennaréd Key Taylor Sammy Watkins O 
-_ : Paddock Int’l ob Copfer Hotel Statler 
Cliquot Club — De Meranvilles be 
Joe Campo Paddock Re Sol Grauman Co ad em, ne 
Lert Dagmar yes ; | D’Rey Sea ee 
Warbera Wallace Penn Atlantic Hotel) Otic Thurn Ore | Bre e Taylor 
Kaye Stevens (Palm Rm) | El tumpe | fa Conga Club 
Murie ) > is | | 3 
oa ‘. ' "— ” I alite 7 | Rob Manners Ore | Freddie Carlone Ore 
Chez Paree oll. ~ “4 i | Sammy Lipman | tina - Skyb 
Bothwell Brown Ritz Ph + wa Hete! \ntoinettes indsay’s Skybar 
ae Serres (Merry-Go-Kound | Kidorade Club «1 ice Rocco 
Stontgomery a Simpson 
. , : Room) \ggie Auld Pearl de Lucca 
Club Harlem Eddy Morgan |: J Mackenzie Ore 
ci le > > i te Tv 3 7 os ‘* 
sins n epia z i - eee Looe | Gourmet Club Monaco’s Cafe 
Cosmopolitan § Grill : lt ‘Royal Hawaiians O| Juan Makula Or 
Tommy Monroe | Village Gardea | yaa} wed |} Julianna Makula 
3 ; ~ Bill Lochman . 
Elizabeth Crane (Black Horse Pike) |Zora Canon 
‘ : | Don Gibson Hotel Allerton |Alics Parrel Line 
Elephant Cafe Rob Wallace | Joe isaldi Or | Rita Coughlin 
Joe Armstrong Mildred LaVerne Hotel Carter | 
Joe Dorie Hap Brander Orc ; : Mounds Club 
Thixton Sprenger | Hildegarde 
PHILADELP Ambassadors Ore 15! Nouns, Boys 
E HIA Hotel Cieveland = | Regal € lab 
‘ ishto Noble Or 
Club Bali 1 Jack Linn ! saute! ‘i _—— n 2 Ducky Malvin Ore 
} icke e | ote renwWway n : 
14 Inkspots Mickey Dee 2 3700 Club 
Balilov lies Takoya a Johnny Cowgill 
Fred Coner Eide ing Ore Grant Wilson | ee West : 
> . : 5 Aristocrats 
Alan Fielding Orc 820 Club Hotel Hollenden | tit iat 
bs al = wen Robby Lee Orc Popikof Shirley Burke 
4 P Pinkie Lee Tryon Sis Don Walsh Ore 
4 cone, & sees le Margie ldrummond | ~ 
vr a Lillian Fitzzerald 
en Franklin Buddy Lewis DETROIT 
: , Peggy O'Neil . 
Cir oo > _* ; Book-Caditlac Hotei Hund’s 
yde Lucas <i heal | 
lm. Shoes Blanche Cole nepnse Casino) }3 O14 Timers 
California 4 Embassy Len Young Orc Manuel Lopez 
lorothy Keller ‘Susan Lane (Moter Bar) london Chop House 
Teddy Martin |No-a Sin ridan Joe Vera Cor.nne Barleau 
benny the Bum Anne Francine Lowery Barney Green 
Pedro Blanco Ens bE eh —* Sims & Briley mon d by Ore 
Agne Tote ede rit . Tanzgia Co ur 
Joseph Milia —— li PR cht Lee Fox Ciub Mayfair 
. i or g > : | 
Cadillac Tavern : ‘Continentals! Paddy Cliff |Marty Joyce 
Kddie Thor | Evergreen Casino Den Arden Dance l\The Lorenzos 
saddaie ioOmMmls | sae Cs alte ef 
; Norma Cordova | Romero & Losita Chas Carlisle lItunia Bradley 
| Maurine for 4 | Vivian Vance Renny Rech Ore |} Rohl & Annette 
i Henrique & A Marcia Harris Casanova | Regina Stanbeck 
Maury Si: haley Newbold C & R Jenkins Phil Olsen Ore 
Barton l'ros Pat Shevlin tre Leola Taylor Ciub Mar-Jde 
Shades of Rhythm (Hi Walton Roof: | Cy Landry lCarroll & Gorman 
Harry v Ore G-ace ‘O'Hara M Jarbiniere June Carson 
eo" Glamour Gis St ned — Dancing Dietrichs 
ss Story Sis . 
Waneta Bates ee ggg - ol Cecile Eiaire Merritt Lamb Ore 
Biwi as Dr Marden Lee Walters Orc Morocco 
Jack yan ne . ‘ . 1 7: , 
Gunite Saeda Cerney 2 Club Congo bt gfe a ach Ree 
' y at d x 
Elaine Cotton on gr Buck & Bubbles Joe Foder Ore 
Joe Ross Neil Fontaine Ore | Retty St Claire Madelon Baker 
Harry Rose tore Gallo Ralph Brown Jebiolo’ 
Ann Dee Nano Rodrigo Ore Chas & Dottie Nebiolo’s 
Cedarw’d Log Cabin Jam Session : Jitterbugs Fay & Andre 
(Malaga, N. J.) | Geo Verrechia chee Force Gr pooner: Derr 
‘ i ig Perry .:. zaskey Sis 
Frances Williams Mickey House Clem Hawkins 


Bernie Adler 
Paulette l.aPierre 
Dotty Daie 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Orc 
Eddie Ore 


Roth 





Colosimos 
Frank Quatret! 
Gale 6 
Tomack & Reis Bro 
Andree Andrea | 
Betty Atkinson 
Don Lange Orc 
Ramoni Padilla 
Mildred iarr 
Hestwood & 
Jack Prince 
Pronaph Gis | 
Harry Pooley Or 


cre 


Stone 





Jerry 


Tommy Monroe 
Bobby Dale 
Carol Kent 


Club Tag 
Lenny Ross 
Marsie Spearing 


Ariine Day 

Helen Kramer 
Mary Farrell 

| Haak Datton 

College ina 

Jerry Marcelle 

Helen Jerico 
Delmar Or: 
Gavin 

Mitchell 


Di Pintos 
Sandy Met 


Seare 
Toni 


Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 


Hopkins’ Rathsketier 
Jimmy Venuti Ore 


Babe La Tour 
Don & Betty Pierce 
Frank.e Lester 


Sunny Rae 

Pusse Di Carmo 

Agnes Barry 
lakeview Ina 

(Hammonton, N. J.) 

Moss Sis 

beg 4 Wayne 

| Al Bedel 

j Aaron Orkin 

Lexington Casino 

Gus Howard 








Martin & Marvel 


Corktown Tavern 
Polly Stirling 
iteth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 


Grand Terrace 
Rert Nagle Cats 
Dawn Sis 
Davis & Delmar 
Ear] Parchman 


Mildred Perlee 
Hilge 
Gregory, Pay’d & C 


Lyle Carlyle Ore 


(Continued 


Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ins 

Anita Jacobi 

Woods & Bray 

Harry Schilling 

lioshee & Lee 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 

Eddie Mann Ore 

Freda Mann 

Palm Beach 

Hal Heeney 

| 2 W Courtney 

| Ruth Heeney 

| Hugo & Tayre 

1 Don Pablo O: 


55) 
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Shuberts Want to Make Their Shows 
Safe From the Bad, Bad Critics 


+ 





Hudson Falls, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
The first court test of a new law 
designed to make the theatre ‘safe 
for critics’ drew defense testimony 


Friday (19) here that unfavorable 
reviews cause large losses to thea- 
tres. In arguments before supreme 
court Justice Leon M. Layden, de- 
fense council William Klein, of New 
York, contended 95% of readers of 
critical reviews are influenced by 
criticisms. 

The action was brought by localite 
Robert W. Christie against the 46th 
St. Theatre Corp. and the Select 
Operating Ce., both Shubert subsids 
in N. Y. 

He claims he was refused admit- 
tance to a performance of ‘Panama 
Hattie’ May 27, although he had a 
ticket. He seeks to recover a $500 
penalty for breach of contract. 

The law, passed by the 1941 Legis- 
lature, prohibits refusal of admis- 
sion to anyone purchasing a ticket. 


Sponsors contended the statute 
would protect professional  re- 
viewers. 


The theatre maintains the law is 
unconstitutional because it permits 
‘undue, unwarranted and unreason- 
able influence with the defendant's 
property.’ No evidence was offered 
to show that Christie was disorderly 
or abusive in conduct or why he was 
denied admittance. 

Legal Battery 

Justice Layden directed filing of 
briefs not later than Oct. 15. 

Solicitor General Henry Epstein 
of Albany appeared for the State of 
New York and Attorney Charles 
Hughes of Schenectady represented 
the plaintiff, while Attorneys Milton 
Weinberger, George B. Smith and 
Klein represented the defendant. 


The plaintiff was not called to the | 


witness stand. 


Attorney Hughes states that an 
agent of the corporation without 
just cause refused admission to the 
plaintiff. 

Ben Mallon, general traveling 
manager for the corporation, the 
first witness, testified that the com- 
pany operated 25 theatres. He said 
that one person was excluded from 
one of the theatres about 25 years 
ago for a reason other than dis- 
orderly conduct. He testified that 
he had never denied anyone admis- 
sion to any of the company’s thea- 
tres. 


Disorderly Conduct Only 


Ray Whitaker, general manager of 
the corporation, testified that to his 
knowledge there had never been de- 
nials of any persons to the play- 
house except for disorderly con- 
duct. 


James F. Riley, of Freeport, fol- 
lowed Whitaker to the stand. He is 
an executive for the Theatre Oper- 
ators’ & Producers’ Association. He 
said he had been associated with the 
theatrical business for 37 years and 
that no exclusions of would-be 
patrons had taken place except in 
the cases of two critics, James Met- 
calfe and Alexander Woollcott, and 
two newspaper columnists, other 
than for disorderly conduct, to his 
knowledge. {The columnists referred 
to are Walter Winchell and Leonard 
Lyons of the N. Y. Post, latter still 
persona non grata.] 


Attorney Klein told the court that 
no persons were denied admission 
to the theatres unless for disorderly 
conduct. He, however, later said 
there might have been a few isolated 
cases. 

Question New Law 


Attorney Weinberger told the 
court that the police power of the 
state cannot be operated by the 
legislative branch of the govern- 
ment and that a need must be shown 
why such a law should be in force. 

Solicitor General Epstein contend- 
ed that the moving picture exhibit- 
ors had sought to keep dramatic 
crities and columnists from writing 
adversely concerning the pictures 
offered. 


Attorney Klein stated that 95% 
of the people rely on the writings of 
critics as to whether pictures are 
good and bad, and that sometimes 
the criticisms cost the theatres real 
money due to a lack of patronage. 
He said that the bill was rushed 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Suns o’ Fun’ (‘Crazy House’) 
—Lee Shubert, Harry Kaufman. 

‘As You Like It’—Ben Boyar, 
Eugene S. Bryden. 

‘Clash by Night’—Billy Rose. 

‘The Good Neighbor’ — Sam 
Byrd. 

‘The Free Company’ (‘Murder, 
Inc., ‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’) — Bern 
Bernard, Lionel Stander. 

‘Father’s Day’ (‘Western Union 
Please’) —Aldrich & Myers. 

‘Blithe Spirft’—-John C. Wilson, 
Noel Coward, Lunts. 

‘High Kickers’—George Jessel. 

‘Let’s Face It’—Vinton Freed- 





ley. 

‘Anne of England’ — Gilbert 
Miller. 

‘All Men Are Alike’ — Lee 
Ephriam. 

‘Ah Wilderness’ (revival) — 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Ghost For Sale’ (alternating 


stock )}—Alex Cohen. 


LEGITER GETS 
FREE AIR PLUGS 


‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ which 
opened at the Morosco, N. Y., last 
week, drew a doubtful press, as an- 
ticipated by the management, but 
got two radio breaks on the same 
\date, two days after the premeire. 
| Air plugs appear to be a fresh aid 
to legiters, especially when gratui- 
tous. as in this instance. Kate Smith 
(CBS) went to town in praise of the 
show, and Allen Prescott (WJZ) de- 
voted most of his commentary late 
Thursday (18) afternoon to tell 
about ‘Cuckoos’ and why he liked it. 

Prescott’s persona] reaction to the 
play was that ‘it’s corn, but good 
corn, and I like corn.’ 














Eliz. Frazer in ‘Night’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Elizabeth Fraser, legit and screen 
actress, has left for New York. to 
join the cast of ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ revival of the Robert Sher- 
wood play. 

Miss Fraser had featured roles in 
the Warner productions ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ and ‘One Foot in 
Heaven.’ 


ANTI-ISM RULE 
WORRYING 
EQUITY 


Anticipating that the proposed 
anti-ism resolution may crop up at 
Equity’s quarterly meeting Friday 
(26), council made the matter of the 
committee’s report a special order of 
business at yesterday’s weekly ses- 
sion. Council failed to take affirma- 
tive action. It has gone on record 
against Reds and other subversives 
and awaits an investigation. It has 
the power to act if proof is sub- 
mitted at any time. 

Understood that the new commit- 
tee recently appointed to consider 
the proposal reported that it was 
unable to phrase a resolution that 
would be fair to the whole member- 
ship. Philip Loeb, one of those 
named by Congressman William P. 
Lambertson as a Communist last 
year, but who has been insistent 
that the charges are untrue, attended 
the council session last week. He is 
appearing in Chicago with ‘My Sis- 
ter Eileen’ and it is the second time 
he came to New York for such a 
reason. 


Expected fireworks from Loeb 
were absent and he calmly dis- 
cussed the proposal with other coun- 
cillors. He was of the opinion that 
an anti-ism rule might not catch the 
ones intended to be snared, and that 
some Reds might slip through the 
net while others innocent of parti- 
cipation or leanings towards Com- 
munism might be enmeshed. 

Principal difficulty is to devise a 
way to identify Communists or sym- 
pathizers. It is the custom of such 
persons to screen their activities in 














Because of the weak start, books 
of tickets at 50c each are reported | 
being offered to organizations. Man-| 
agement claimed an increase of 60% | 
jin business the third night over the | 
second performance. Last season | 
other shows which used similar bar- | 
gain ticket arrangements to prolong | 
| their engagements were ‘Johnny Be- | 
| linda’ and ‘Separate Rooms.’ Former | 
climbed to a level where it made} 





some operating profit, but was so far | 
in the red it never climbed out. 
‘Rooms’ was a money-maker after | 
being on the wrong side of the ledg- | 
er more than $30,000. 





Neighbor’ Coming From 





‘Good Neighbor,’ a sort of added 
starter in the summer stocks, has 
joined the list of regular production 
possibilities, having been placed into 
rehearsal by Sam Byrd, actor-man- 
ager. It was tried out at Stoney 
Brook, L. I., early this month, and is 
| due on Broadway Oct. 21, after a 
| week or more out of town. Dialect 


= by Jack Levin will have the 
bod two leads as appeared in the 
parts 





| stock presentation, smaller 
| having been recast. 

| Play will introduce Sinclair Lewis 
las a stager. It will be the third of 
the summer shows to be presented so 


Green’ (Miller) and ‘Cookoos on the 
Hearth’ (Moroseco), which was tried 
out under the title of ‘Two Story 


slated for fall production is ‘Walk 
Into My Parlor,’ which provoked 
some controversy when shown at 
Long Island and New Jersey rural 


spots. 





Dante’s Coast Date 


Strawhats to B’way 


far, those already open being ‘Village | yally. 


such a way that positive proof of 
their participation is not often ob- 
tained. Around Equity there is no 
indication that the topic is a hot is- 
sue, but it is felt that a number of 
disaffected well-knowns in the or- 
ganization are adamant over getting 
a controlling rule adopted. 

A council resolution, however, 
would not dispose of the matter. It 


| will be necessary to make an amend- 


ment to the constitution. Any such 
change is generally dated during an- 
nual meetings, but there is provision 
for special meetirss to consider 
amendments and a session of the sort 
may be called upon 30 days’ notice to 
the membership. Equity leaders 
have their fingers crossed that such 
a move will not be made, preferring 
to see the issue tabled until such 
time that the international situation 
is more elear to the average citizen. 


Number of points at issue between 
|the managers and scenic artists 
/union, which seeks changes in con- 
tract provisions, remain to be ironed 
j}out, but the managers have asked 
for a basic agreement, rather than 
lthe past practice of deals between 
'the designers and producers individ- 
One of the demands said to 





}have been dropped was the require- 


|ment that the stage crew be placed 
on the job one week before prem- 


House. Fourth play from the sticks |jere or preview. 


Why the scenic people injected the 
deckhand union into its list of re- 
|vised regulations is not known, but 
iit is reported they dropped the idea 
after Brock Pemberton signed his 
contract for ‘Cuckoos on The 
Hearth’ (‘Two Story House’) scen- 
ery under protest and reserved the 


Equity, Mors. lron Out Issues 
In New Basic Agreement; Chisel 


On Commish Nixed Can. Pay Ruling 





Dubious Honor 





Colored folks of New York’s 
Harlem conducted a horse show 
recently and Bill Robinson was 
invited to be an honorary judge. 
He accepted and thereby made 
a mistake, but didn’t find that 
out until later. The people who 
ran the show didn’t pay off and 
a lawyer planned to sue ‘every- 
body on the paper,” meaning 
those who were billed as of- 
ficials. 

Robinson ‘burned when he 
heard that from the lawyer over 
the telephone. He even dared 
the guy to sue him, told him 
where he was appearing in ‘Hot 
Mikado’ last week and this week 
(Flatbush, Broklyn) and promised 
a real hot time for anyone who 
attempted to slap on a summons. 


AUG. “ARSENIC 
MELON $32,000 


The August melon for the 21 
backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
Fulton, N. Y., was $32,000. That sum 
was considerably in excess of the 
easy money they got for July, even 
though there was not much differ- 
ence in the show’s weekly grosses, 
and the angels are smacking their 
lips in anticipation of bigger and bet- 
ter checks from now on, as the road 
show got off to a flying start last 
week. 

Nothing seems to disturb the com- 
placency of the ‘Arsenic’ backers ex- 
cept when some envious friend men- 
tions the bite the Government will 
take by means of the income tax 
not to mention the New York State 


nick. It was Buck Crouse’s turn to 
write ’em the note accompanying the 
coin. He said he didn’t get any real 
pleasure out of cutting up the prof- 
its, having a more artistic soul than 
his partner, Howard Lindsay, 
man with the titian mustache. 
‘I am trying to fix things so that 
Lindsay’s next check will not make 
him look like such a heel,’ Crouse 
wrote, explaining that the road show 
was opened and cost of production 
was earned during the Chicago en- 
gagement. Crouse said that the com- 
pany will play towns ‘that even Hit- 
ler’s secret agents have not yet dis- 

















know 
list 


Argentinian rights. Do you 
anybody down there? Free 





suspended.’ 


Mgrs. Ask Agreement With Scenic. 
Union; Demand for Stagehands Out 


, Was annoyed by a business agent of 


| the 


stagehands’ union, who de- 


;manded that an operator be put on 


wken a photographer took pictures 


|} of the set and players at the Mor- 


osco, N. Y., before the show opened. 
He also claimed attempted interfer- 
ence when transfer men hauled a 


handie a costume trunk sent to the 
theatre. Manager claims that here- 
tofore an operator for a photogra- 
pher was not required and that pic- 
tures of other shows were recehtly 


taken without like interference. 
Latest demand comes from _ the 
photo-engravers union, which lists 





|photographers who may take thea- 
| trical pictures. 
In addition to placing costume ad- 


“ 


the | 


covered, and we hope it keeps its | 
feet in black ink. We have sold the | 


|; contract 


i 


couch needed in the show from his | 
office, also arguing over who should | ter was killed in a motor car crash. 


First joint conference between 
representatives of the managers’ 
League of New York Theatres and 
Equity, held last week, saw most of 
the issues in the revised minimum 
basic agreement for the season vir- 
tually ironed out. The point not dis- 
cussed concerns the exclusive service 
regulation which Equity already 
placed in the books. Managers think 
they can secure a modification by 
arguing it out at Equity’s general 
meeting Friday (26), but it is doubt- 
ful that the rule will be entirely re- 
scinded. 

Hereafter, when actors agree with 
producers on salary after direct con- 
tact and are sent to a casting agent 
for their contracts, no cOmmission 
is to be paid the agent by the actors. 
If there is any fee, the manager shall 
be responsible. There was no argu- 
ment over the provision and it was 
claimed that only shoe-stringers in- 
dulged in that practice, inference be- 
ing that they participated in the 
agency commish, which Equity nixed 
sometime ago. 


Partly Canadian Dollars 


When shows play Canada, payment 
of salaries must be in American dol- 
(lars with certain stipulations. Play- 
ers getting up to $250 are to get their 
,;money in American, managers to 
| pay the 11% rate of exchange. Be- 
|} tween $250 and $500, manager and 
| player split the difference in ex- 
| change, and above $500 the actor 
|must take care of the exchange. 
| However, there is some leeway. If 
the actor asks for an advance on his 
salary for current expenses he is to 
be given Canadian dollars as here- 
| tofore and such amounts will be de- 
| ducted from the pay without refer- 
| ence to the exchange. 

The fourth point at issue was the 
practice of some managers in issuing 
run of the play contracts to players 

| for more than one season. Rule will 
| be that the manager will be given 
| three weeks on the road and two on 
| Broadway, during which time he is 





»|to make up his mind whether he 


wishes to tie up the actor for the 
following season or seasons. Show- 
man may notify the actor one way 
or another. Should the manager 
advise the player in the affrmative 
and the show does not reach the 
boards, two weeks pay must be paid 
the player. 


‘Mother, ‘Father’ Both 
Have Ther ‘Day’ in Legit 


Just after Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers changed the title of 
‘Western Union Please’ to ‘Father’s 
Day,’ which will bring Charles But- 
imanagement announced that their 
management announced that another 
new play would have a similar title 
—‘Mother’s Day.’ Latter is a drama 
previously known as “The Fugue,’ 
which concerns a woman supposed to 
have amnesia, and is to be produced 
by Allen Boretz, William Schorr and 
Al Bloomingdale. 

Ada May (Weeks) has been re- 
placed in the first-mamed cast by 
Ruth Weston. Soon after rehearsals 
decided that Miss Weeks ap- 
peared to be too young. She had 
been placed by the Music Corp. of 
America’s legit casting department. 
which placed her under a season’s 
after auditioning. Under 
the arrangement Miss Weeks is guar- 
anteed around 20 weeks, play or pay. 

Mabel Paige of ‘Father’s’ cast did 
not start rehearsing until late last 
week because her 20-year-old daugh- 





it was 


' Philip Faversham was a late addition 
to the show. Young actor was with 
the ambulance drivers corps aboard 
the Zamzam, which was torpedoed 
several months ago, and was interned 
in France for a time. 








Readying New Musical 


Musical, ‘Caleb Catlem’s America,’ 


right to sue for damages if forced | 
to put stagehands on the job before | new rule will probably change the 

Magic will follow Ethel Waters | needed. Manager said he believed \rate for scene painting. Price will 
into the Biltmore theatre, with that action reflected the opinion in |now be 12c per square foot. Union 
Dante, illusionist, and a troupe of | Washington, which has nixed the | says that is not a boost in rate, ex- 
20, playing at $1.50 top. | action of unions forcing the hiring of | plaining it’s based on the cost of | 

Dante moves in after ‘Mamba’s | unnecessary labor. |such work on shows during the past 
| Daughters’ moves out in two weeks.| Thereafter Pemberton alleges he '10 years. 


will be produced by Jerome Mayer. 
Casting will start shortly with the 
intention of getting it on Broadway 
by early December. Jose Ferrer 
may play the lead. 

Book is by Valentine Davies and 
| Vince McHugh and the music and 
jlyrics by Harold Rome, 


visers with all productions, another 
through the assembly and senate Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
through the efforts of Leonard 
Lyons, columnist of the N. Y. Post, 
who writes under the name of “The 
Lyons Pen,’ who had the support of 
a legislator. and what was known as | 
the Davidson Bill became a law. 
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War Dept. Orders Soldier Show 


To Fold As 


——— eer 


Washington, Sept. 23. 


Washington will not see the army's 
all-soldier musical, ‘Snap It Up 
Again,’ according to latest com- 
muniques from the War Depart- 
ment. Revue, staged by the 29th 
Division, stationed at Fort Meade, 
Md., was ruled permanently out of 
the running on Friday (19) after 
it had been closed two days earlier, 
just before the curtain was to go up 
on the final performance of a week's 
run at the Maryland theatre, Bal- 
timore. 

Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
gon, in handing down the final fold 
order, gave ‘Snap’ a reprieve, how- 
ever, to play three scheduled per- 
formances at the Mosque theatre, 
Richmond, on Friday and Saturday 
(19-20). Tickets had been sold in 
advance. An extended engagement 
in Washington was to follow. 

Possible competition with civilian 
shows was given by the War De- 
partment as the offie‘al reason for 
the axe. It cited Sec. 35 of the 
National Defense Act (in force since 
June 3, 1916) which prohibits army 
men from engaging in any activity, 
for pay or otherwise, that would 
interfere with ‘customary employ- 
ment and regular engagement of 
local civilians. There was a sug- 
gestion given in Baltimore that the 
closing followed complaints by per- 
former unions. 

{In New York, spokesmen for 
Equity, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, Theatre Authority and other 
performer and managerial organiza- 
tions firmly denied that they had 
made any complaint about the army 
show.] 

$8,900 Gate 

Featuring 200 soldiers and named 
after the World War revue staged 
by American troops in Paris, ‘Snap 
It Up’ show opened in Baltimore 
on Sept. 11. It had played five per- 
formances (one of them for sol- 
diers and free) and had taken in 
$8,900 at a $2.50 top when the close- 
down order came. More than 600 


holders of tickets for Wednesday 
(17) performance got their money 
back. Show cost approximately 
$4,500 to produce. 

Reaction to the barring of the | 
show in Washington—with its one 
legit theatre—is pathetic. Town 


would have pounced with glee on 
the soldier revue. Not only is the 
capital short on live talent, but it 
is loaded with selectees on leave 
from neighboring camps. 

Review of ‘Snap It Up Again’ 
follows: 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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SNAP IT UP AGAIN 


Baltimore, Sept. 11. 


Military revue in two acts and 22 scenes 
presented by the 29th Infantry Division, 
U. S. Army; staged by Gene Ford; musical 
director, Warrant Officer Leon Dandoy, Jr.; 
dances by Marion Dubrow Venable and 
Pvt Weldon O'Toole; choral ensembles, 
Robt. Frederick Freund. At the Maryland 
theatre, Baltimore, Md., Sept. 11, "41; $2.50 
top 

Cast: Irving Levick, 
erett Snyder, Cornelius 
Ediund, Osborne A. 


Robert Delong, Ev- 
McQuade, George 
Rhodes, John Wilson, 
Arthur C. Boring, Willlam Church, Robert 
Dewitt, Harvey Barnes, Martin Willen, 
Max Zera, Weldon O'Toole, Edward Dar- 
gan, Ben Suffrin, Larry Smigel, Walter 
Model, Maurice Sykes, John W. Keeler, 
John H. Carlin, Charles Lillis, Fred Leigh- 
ton, John C. Conlin, James Caldwell, James 
Efantis, Michael Dziedziech, Benjamin Blu- 
baugh, Jose Casanova, Sol Lurie, Charles 
Irwin, John Insley, Robert T. Brooks, 





This is a revival of the ‘Snap It 
Up’ revue which was presented by 
the 29th Division while a part of 
the A.E.F. in France. Drawing upon 
the personnel of the outfit en- 
camped at Fort Meade, Md., Gene 
Ford, on loan from Loew's Capitol, 
Washington, has whipped together 
a smooth-playing and oft-times di- 
verting revue. It’s made up of the 
familiar items usually employed for 
this type of stint, but professional 
finish has been accomplished espe- 
cially in the dance routines by 
Marion Venable and the _ general 
musical organization under the di- 
rection of Warrant Officer Leon 
Dandoy, Jr. 

Opening with a brief film showing 
the old 29th en route to France, in 
action, and in the returning Fifth 
avenue parade, the glee club gives 
out with an opening vocal specially 
written by Ford and Dandoy. Irving 
Levick, formerly of the Four Col- 
legians, takes hold with some okay 
hand balancing. The familiar dumb 
private and tough top kick in a 
comedy drill also included. 

‘Vesta La Juba,” rendered by Mar- 
tin Willen dressed up in typical 
clown autfit, is followed by a version 
of ‘Trees,’ all right where spotted 
and just right for the ‘dame’ number 
that follows, a fan routine done 
straight without burlesquing. Goes 
over big and leads into a sextet of 


comics dressed in union suits and 
manipulating palm leaf fans for 
laughs. Some dixieland stuff by an 
instrumental combo brings on 


Maurice Sykes for good hoofery, in- 
dicating some _ professional back- 


ground. 

First act closer is ‘Ballad for 
Americans’ and excellent. Varied 
American types make up ensemble, 
which works well in refrain to solo 
work delivered in excellent voice 
by John Wilson, who has something 
on the ball and worth watching. 

Second half is the best. A balloon 
number by the ‘girls’ brings on Max 
Zera and Larry Smigel for a very 
funny burlesque on a classic dance. 
Weight-lifting by Charles Lillis and 
| Fred Leighton is flashy. Monolog 
'on army life by Ben Suffrin, who 
has been around, garners laughs, and 
an enthusiastic hula shake by 

Michael Dziedziech works into a 
solid howl. 

Impression of the Ink Spots reg- 
| isters well, after which the glee 
| club fronts a strong solo by Charles 
| Irwin. Another punchy vocal is de- 
|livered earlier by John W. Keeler. 
| Show is topheavy with legit voices. 
| Another highlight is a session of 
|good legit tappery by Weldon 
| O’Toole, known in vaude as Weldon 
| Barr. Nice appearing lad in tails 
| gives out with impressions of Bill 
Robinson, Hal LeRoy, Eleanor Powell 
and Fred Astaire, hanging up a solid 

show stopper. Comes on just right 
before the finale, a drill in the tradi- 
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| tional flashy greys of the old ‘Dandy 
| Fifth’ Regiment, now a part of the 
| 29th. 

| Orchestra is tops throughout, ditto 
the costumes, lighting and scenery. 


Pvt. Maurice Sykes, former Balti- 
more booking agent, is stage man- 
| ager. Show has a lot of ap- 


| peal for civilian patronage. Biz here 
opening night near capacity. “wang 





Newark Vs. Maplewood 





Newark, Sept. 23. 

Newark Opera House, reorganized 
legiter slated to open Oct. 6, will 
have setup primed to buck nearby 
Maplewood Theatre. Price scale 
ranges from 40c to $1.10 top, with 
current plans calling for six evening 
performances weekly and Wednes- 
day and Thursday matinees. House 
will feature revivals and occasional 
new plays. Opening production of 
the season will be Ronald Jeans’ 
‘Ghost for Sale.’ 

Producers here are Alfred Cerri- 
gone and Alex Cohen. 





Jerome Weidman’s first play, ‘All 
These Years,’ was bought by Harry 
Kaufman and Lee Shubert within 24 
hours’ reading time. Irvin Marks 











agented. They'll put it on pronto. 


PUT OFF AGCY.’S SUIT 
VS. 75c PREMIUM LAW 


Proceedings on behalf of New 
York ticket brokers, who are con- 
testing the legality of the state stat- 
ute that limits the premium on all 
tickets of admission at 75c above the 
boxoffice frice, did not begin Mon- 
day (22) as dated by the court last 
spring, when the case was adjourned. 
Action had been delayed several 
times when called at the behest of 
the city’s corporation counsel, de- 
fending for the commonwealth; Paul 
moss, license commissioner, and 
Lewis J. Valentine, police commis- 
sioner, named as defendants. 

Case is now dated for trial Oct. 3. 
Understood that supreme court 
Justice Bernard Sheintag, who was 
slated to preside, 
some other judge hear the case. 
Ticket men doubted that the matter 
would be pressed, but William C. 
Hyman, attorney for the brokers, 
declared it will be argued on the 
prescribed date, unless again put 
back. 








Equity Easing Alien 
Rules for Latin Dancer 


Strange status of Conchita, 19- 
year-old dancer in ‘Panama Hattie,’ 
46th Street, N. Y., in relation to 
Equity’s alien actor rules will soon 
be cleared up and she will then not 
be required to comply with regu- 
lations covering that class of mem- 





percentage of her weekly salary to 
Equity, minimum for aliens being 
$10, and, were she to leave the show, 
would have to await six months be- 
fore accepting another legit engage- 
ment. Because of that she was un- 
able to accept a job in ‘Viva O’Brien,’ 
new musical with a Latin American 
background, now in rehearsal. 
Conchita was born in Venezuela, 
having been brought here by her 
parents when a year old. Under the 


preferred that | 


bership. Up to now she has paid a) 


Yiddish Legit Outlook Bright for 41-42, 





SCHOOL KIDS WILL SEE 
‘FATHER’ AT 15c MAT. 


Special matinee for school children 
will be given by ‘Life With Father,’ 
Empire, N.Y., next Monday (29), it 
being in line with a plan to inculcate 
interest in the theatre among ju- 
veniles. It is the second such per- 


formance for school kids to date, 
first having been ‘The Doctor's De- 
limma’ last spring, when five cents 
was charged for admission. Rate will 
be 15c for ‘Father,’ no tax applying 
because the new law does not go into 
effect until two days after the per- 
formance. 

Around 1,000 students and teachers 
will attend, 39 youngsters and one 
teacher being selected by lot from 
each of New York’s 27 high schools. 

It is planned to follow up the same 
idea in other cities. Alfred Harding 
of Equity’s staff is handling the chil- 
dren’s performances here, while 
Frank Dare, Equity’s Chicago repre- 
sentative, will be in charge there. 
Producers and theatre managements 
are cooperating, actors and backstage 
crews working gratis. Only ex- 
penses are for cleaners, ushers and 
printing. 

Theory behind the performance is 
the building up of a following of po- 
tential playgoers. 








Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 24-Oct. 4) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—Plymouth, 
Boston. 





rules she is technically as much 
alien as though she had arrived in 
this country an adult. Conchita ap- 


case was accepted as the most 
unusual since the alien regulations 
were adopted. 

Immigration authorities have veri- 
fied the fact that when Conchita 
reaches the age of 21 she wil auto- 
matically become a citizen, since she 
is wed to an American and in the 
meantime Equity’s council has the 
leeway to rate her a resident mem- 
ber. 





‘North’ Switches Plan, 


Rehearses for Tour 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ comedy mur- 





| play 


der play which made a run of it at 
the Belasco, N.Y., last season, will go 
to the road. Backed by Metro, the 
was presented by Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr., who ordered the show to 
be readied for out of town showings 
early this week. Play was not slated 
to tour because of the impending re- 
lease of the picture version, but good 
business on the road brought a 
change in plans. 

Anita Louise and Owen Davis, Jr., 
will top the cast, which originally 





had Peggy Conklin and Albert Hack- 
|} ett in the name parts. 





‘Add: Production Personnel’ 





Oliver Sayler, agenting Jooss 
Ballet and ‘Good Neighbor’ 
Hughie Schaff, general manager 
|play. George E. Brown back 
| ballet. 


James G. Proctor handling press 


of 
with 


for ‘Ghost for Sale,’ alternating 
stock, Daly’s, Carl Abraham, man- 
ager. 


Eddie O’Keefe, company manager, 
‘Claudia’ (New York). 

Charles Washburn ahead ‘Father's 
Day’ (‘Western Union Please’); Ray 
Broeder, back. 


Glen Allvine agenting ‘Viva 
O’Brien’; Joseph Goldin, back. 
Sam Weller ahead, ‘Life With 


Father,’ southern company. 

Phyllis Perlman ahead, ‘Best Foot 
Forward’; Charles Harris, back. 

Helen Hoerle ahead, ‘The Student 
Prince.’ 

Nat Dorfman agenting ‘All Men 
Are Alike.’ 

Forrest Crosman ahead, ‘Blossom 
Time.’ 

Joe Heidt agenting ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness.’ 

Zack Freedman 
Kickers.’ 

Lou Deak general manager of ‘The 
Wookey.’ 

Fred (Red) Spooner to agent ‘Lit- 


ahead, ‘High 





tle Dark Horse.’ 


plied to Equity for an exemption and |} 


with | 


‘Ballet Russe’—Ottawa (29-30); 
His Majesty’s, Montreal (Oct. 2-5). 
‘Blossom Time’—Lyric, Allentown 
(29); Community, Jersey (30); Em- 
bassy, Johnstown (31); Mishler, Al- 


toona, Pa. (2); Maryland, Cumber- 
land, Md. (3); Wheeling, W. Va. 
(Oct. 4). 


‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wynn)—Hanna, Cleveland. 


‘Candle in the Wind’ (Helen 
Hayes)—Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Claudia’—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘The Doctor's Dilemma’ (Kath- 


arine Cornell)—Klein Aud., Bridge- 
port (29); Bushnell Aud., Hartford 
(30): Metropolitan, Providence (Oct. 
1): Shubert, New Haven (Oct. 2-4). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (Billy House-Eddie 
| Garr)—Metropolitan, Seattle. 

‘Hold Onto Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 
—National, Washington (28). 
Belinda’ 





‘Johnny Locust, Phila- 
| delphia. 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (12th week) 
(24-27). 

‘Louisiana 
Philadelphia. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel 
ers)—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘Male Anfmal’ (Otto Kruger), Al- 
cazar, San Francisco (24-1). 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 


Purchas e’—Forrest, 


Wat- 





(Laird Cregar)—El Capitan, L. A. 
(24-4). 

‘Meet the People’—American, St. 
Louis. 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Davidson, Mil- 
| waukee. 

‘Separate Rooms’—Walnut, 
delphia. 

‘Native Son’—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


Phila- 


‘Student Prince’—Opera House, 
Boston. 
‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 


—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Viva O’Brien’—Shubert, Boston. 





Engagements 





Peggy Wood, Clifton Webb, Mil- 
dred Natwick, Philip Tonge, Leonora- 


Corbett, Phyllis Joyce, Jacqueline 
Clarke (complete cast), ‘Blithe 
Spirit.’ 


Hale Norcross, Dorothy Littlejohn, 
William Prince, Virginia Kaye, 
Tommy Lewis, Harry Carey, Victor 
Chapin, Phillippa Bevans, Edmund 
Dorsay, Walter Craig, ‘Ah Wilder- 
ness!’, 

Evan Thomas, Austin Fairman, 
Jack Lynds, Ruth Gilbert, Elsie 
Mackie, Judy Blake, Guy Tano, 
Sara Fanelle, Martin Balsam, Ronald 
Alexander, Anthony Kent, ‘Ghost 
For Sale.’ 





13 Theatres Operating, 7 in New York 


By NAT KAHN 

Though the operation in 1941-42 of 
13 Yiddish legit theatres in seven 
U. S. cities is approximately the 
same number that have prevailed for 
a number of years, there’s consider. 
able hope manifested during the 
coming season for a mild comeback. 
The outlook on forthcoming shows 
is considered bright. 

Approximately 220 of the 283 
members of the Hebrew Actors 
Union will be performing this year, 
as compared to the approximately 
180-odd who have averaged employ. 
ment during the past few years. Dur. 
ing the heyday of Yiddish legit over 
a dozen years ago there were about 
25 theatres operating throughout the 
country. 

The majority of the houses, of 
course, will be in New York—tive in 
Manhattan and two in Brooklyn, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Boston, 
Philadelphia and Newark will each 
see the operation of one theatre 
apiece. 

Oct. 1 Is Official Opening 

The season will be officially opened 
next Wednesday night (1) (Yom 
Kippur), when some of the theatres 
lift their curtains. Heading the pa- 
rade on that date will be the Na- 
tional and 2d Ave. theatres, Manhat- 
tan, and the Hopkinson and Park- 
way, Brooklyn. Following on Oct. 6 
are Maurice Schwartz's Yiddish Art 
theatre (formerly the Jolson) and 
the Public, both in Manhattan. 
Schwartz has returned to the former 
Jolson theatre, the lone Yiddish the- 
atre near the Broadway theatrical 
district, after last year at the Public, 
on Second avenue, where he had a 
rather poor season. Herman Yablo- 
koff’s company was the lone big win- 
ner of the Yiddish troupers last 
year, with ‘Goldele Dem Beker's’, 
comedy-musical that ran all season. 
Sparked by his success of last year, 
Yablokoff has taken over two down- 
town theatres for this season, renew- 
ing his lease on the Second Ave. and 
also taking over the Public, both of 
which have already set Yablokoff- 
sponsored plays. Menasha Skulnik 
will star at the Second Ave. with 
Yablokoff starring and producing at 
the Public. 

Goldenburg at National 

Heading the National theatre’s 
venture is Samuel Goldenburg, who 
has split with Schwartz, with whom 
| he’d been starred for some seasons. 
|M. Chernick is heading the Bronx 
| Art theatre, which will get under 
| way Sept. 29. 
| Nathan Goldberg and Jacob Jacobs 
Lhead the troupe at the Parkway, with 





| Judah Bleich and Wolfe Barzel in as 
jthe management and stars at the 
| Hopkinson, which they also handled 
last year. 
In Chicago, at the Douglas Park 


theatre, Itzik Feld is 
operative troupe; the Littman’s Peo- 
ple’s theatre, Detroit, is also co-op, 
along with the Manhattan theatre, 
Cleveland. A local group is sponsor- 
ing Yiddish legit at the Majestic, 
Boston, while in Philadelphia, at 
Town Hall, Ludwig Satz, Celia Adler 
and Jacob Cone are topping the re- 
pertory. Bernard Elving is the head 
man at the Metropolitan, Newark. 

Two Yiddish vaudfilmers will fune- 
tion—the Clinton, in.downtown New 
York, operated by Irving Jacobson, 
and the Bronx Parkway, Bronx, Op- 
;} erated by Louis Weiss. 


| One-Day Legit Mass. 


Town Resumes Oct. 15 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 23. 
Dispute over terms of a_ lease 
finally settled, the Springfield Play- 
goers’ League, which started present- 
ing one-day stands at Court Square 
theatre here early this year, will 
open its season Oct. 15 with Shu- 
berts’ revival of ‘The Student Prince 
The cast will include Barbara Scully, 
Robert Davis, Nina Varela, Zella 
Russell, Harry K. Morton, Jay Pres- 
son, Detmar Poppin, William Kent, 
Lynn Stephens and Patricia Wing. 
Present plans of the League call 
for a one-day stand at least evers 
second week, usually matinee and 
evening shows on Wednesday. Use 
of the house was held up because the 
League sought exclusive right 
stage legit during term of the lease, 
to which E. M. Loew of Boston, opet- 
ator of the house, would not agree. 
Loew has retained right to present 
any sort of show at the house, oper- 
ated as a vaudfilmer. 


heading a co- 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE DISTANT CITY 


in three Edwin B. 
at the Longacre, N. Y., 
by Jchn Tuerk; Gladys 
st.ged by Edward Byron; 


Self, 
Sept. 

George 
settings 


Drama acts by 
presented 
a2, “€t, 


elarred; 


by Samuel Leve; $5.30 top. 

Mom Quighey..cecrcccccscecs Gladys George 
Pate Guisiev : ccccctdecerrcoensces Ben Smith 
Edna Scott... .ccccscccecess Gertrude Flynn 
David Hacket.... leak eae Robert Vivian 
Mes. Beatrice Prentiss West...Merle Maddern 
Rey. Jonan West......cecses ..Lee Baker 
Lester Prentiss. ccccccce AORGrG Penn 
Mrs. Laufa Prentiss........ Louise Stanley 
Sergeant McKiernan......... ...- Len Doyle 
oS ee eee Gilbert Morgan 
Chaplair ..Morgan Farley 
WardeR.cccccecsvccsceseccees Burke Clarke 
GATE. « «090600505 008004 6404 Larry Hugo 





This play has a distressing story, 
ineptly written. Might just as well 
be put back in the box, but fast. 

There are any number of scripts 
going the rounds that are beiter 
than ‘The Distant City,’ so its pres- 
entation is one of those mysterious 
happenings that speck every season. 
Difference of opinion has occasional- 
ly sent some plays out of managerial 
offices, only to bob up as successes in 
other hancs. But that doesn’t go for 
Cuy. 

Cladys George has been somewhat 
choosey in accepting parts since she 
scored in ‘Personal Appearance.’ 
She, too, guessed wrong on this one. 
At the opening she enacts a crippled 
old hag, seated in a chair attached 
to the wall about three feet from 
the floor, so that she cannot hobble 
about. That is the only novel fea- 
tuve of the play. 

Story starts in a tenement, where 
Mom Quigley and her grown son, 
Pete, live together. The illiterate lad 
is a garbage collector, the reason 
why comely Edna Scott has accepted 
his adoration onlyearound the edges. 
She is a maid in a clergyman’s house 
and Lester, the cleric’s step-son, is 
the guy responsible for her coming 

abv, 

na comes to the Quigley’s place 
ccotfesses her condition and pleads 
with Pete to marry her. He cannot 
see being pappy to some other fel- 
low’s brat, until Mom tells him he’s 


that kind of offspring, too. She 
doesn't even remember who the 
father w: having started out as a 


hustler after being kicked out of her 
Kentucky hillbilly shack. 

So when Edna threatens to tell 
Lester’s bride what he did to her. 
that sweet young man strangles her 
and then blames it on Pete. His 
mother swears she saw the murder: 
from her window. The last act is in 


the warden’s office, Pete being due | 
for hanging in the morning. Just 
before the curtain Lester’s ma tells 
the truth and Mom changes her 


mind, ard says there is a God. 

The drab yarn is slightly leavened 
by lurid terms now and then, but to 
little purpose. First-nighters were 
polite, tittering but once over an un- 
necessary line. 

Miss George plays 
well enough, but it’s the kind of a 
part that gets little audience 
pathy. Husband, Leonard Penn, is 
not so good as Lester. Ben Smith 
is much better as Pete; Gertrude 
Flynn okay as Edna; others in- 


the old girl 


Ss 


1S 


clude Lee Baker, Robert Vivian and | 


Morvan Farley. Ibee. 


Cuckoos on the Heart 

My ery comedy in three ts nd prolog 
two scenes, by Parker W en! ly; staged 
by Antoinette Perry: settin John Root. 
Presented by Brock Pemberton at Mot oO 
N y Sept 16, ‘41; $3.30 p 
Amos Rodick : Walt O. Hill | 
be WOME bs csc ances Janet Fox 
Charlotte Carlton.......Margare Cailahan 
Donald Carlton............Carleton Young 
Sheriff Preble....c..cee. Perey Kilbride 
Zadoc Grimes....cccccees Howard Freeman 
Dk ts ivwkt 4 6 dv eas-ee. 4 ro Georg Mathews 
The Professor Frederi Tozere | 
The Rey Ir ( " Underhill . 

Cepitasicsa.vences Howard St. John 
DE hina dalbenkecekean owen James Coots } 
Pen: SN a conan buree gues Henry Levin 
A st SPOODOR i. tkcees Arthur Hughes 

It’s hard to imagine how this script 
fooled Brock Pemberton. He tried 
jt out at Bass Rocks theatre, Glouces- | 
ter, Mass., last July as ‘Two-Story | 
House,’ and that should have been 
the convincer it was not for Broad- 
way. But he brought it in, and he'll 
probably take it out before long. 

As a mystery all it holds is a 
conundrum on just who in the cast 
is a homicidal maniac on the loose 
from a sanatoriun As a comedy it 
is thoroughly inept, laden with fa- 


miliar, tired gags and only qa master- 
ful acting job by Percy Kilbride is 
able to inject some humor. 


is often, the play bogs down in a 
welter of unfunny material and, at 
times, bad acting. 

Another negative factor is the in- 
clusion of a character, played by 
Howard Freeman, that is evidently 
—" takeoff on Alexander Wooll- 
cott It’s a copy of ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ even to the extent 
that Freeman also is an unwelcome 
guest. Freeman, Janet Fox (a ‘Din- 
ner alumna) and George Matthews 
are in for laughs, but the script is 
too much of a stumbling block and 


they manage a few chuckles at 
most. 
The plot is simple. It igyolves a 


Maniac and three spies who barge 
in on the lonely Maine farmhouse 
tenanted by an inventor, played by 
Carleton Young: his wife, Margaret 
Callahan, and Miss Fox, as a distant 


relative and maid. Young goes 


SsVym- } 


But | 
when Kilbride is not in sight, which | 


to | 


Washington and it becomes a race 
between the spies, who are trying 
to get a fo~mula on poison gas, and 
the strangler, who wants to eliminate 
the two women. Who the strangler 
actually is only the final curtain re- 
veals, 
| A prolog, with Walter O. Hill as 
an amiable commentator, sets the 
stage for the happenings in the 
Maine farmhouse. The second act 
concerns how Freeman, a whodunit 
writer, pictured it; the third is an 
exception of the actual events. That 
mekes it two mysteries and two anti- 
climaxes; even that’s not enough, 
commercially, for Broadway. 
Pemberton worked out something 
of a country store bally for the play, 
patrons depositing their ticket stubs 
in a barrel from which winners of 
prizes would be chosen. It’s the 
first time dishes are being given 


away with legit, but this one 
needs it. 

Antoinette Rerry’s direction was 
not always smooth and_= swiftly 


paced, the first act being a complete 


lull. Performances are also ragged, 
especially that by Frederic Tozere 
as a spy. Margaret Callahan looks 


good, but doesn’t always perform as 
well; Howard St. John is adequate 
as a foreign agent masquerading as 
an evangelist, while George 
Mathews, as a Brooklyn gangster 
working for the spies, is thoroughly 
hurt by his material. Carleton 
Young hasn't very much to do, but 
manages nicely. Others are in for 











bits. Scho. 
Legit Followup 
; PAL JOEY 


(REVISED CAST) 

As a tuneup for a scheduled road 
tour for this Rodgers and Hart click 
of last season, George Abbott is cur- 
rently presenting ‘Pal Joey’ for four 
weeks at the Shubert, N. Y. Musical 
reopened with a Labor Day (1) ma- 
|} tinee, with several important cast 

replacements. George Tapps, who is 
|to play the title part on the road, 
has succeeded Gene Kelly in that role. 
| With the exception of Jean Castro, 
who was replaced in the couid- 
hardly miss part of the reporter- 
stripper last week by Mildred Todd, 
| the same cast will apparently remain 
intact for the tour. 

Most vital change is that of Tapps 
for Kelly. When the latter first de- 
cided to leave the show for a pic- 
ture contract, Abbott was going to 
cancel the road plans, on the theory 
that Kelly’s presence was essential. 
However, he subsequently cast Tapps 
for the tour. Whether he can get 
away with it appears questionable, 
at least on the basis of last Tues- 
day night's (9) performance, Tapps’ 
first in the part. That doesn’t neces- 
sarily reflect on Tapps’ ability—it’s 
just that he isn’t right for the part, 
while Kelly was one of those phe- 
|nomenal bits of casting that rarely 
happens twice. 

In fairness to Tapps, he had only 
a couple of weeks’ rehearsals and no 
performance in the part prior to the 
show caught. wheras Kelly had the 
regulation rehearsal, plus several 
weeks’ performances out of town be- 
fore being seen in New York. Also, 
Tapps’ first speaking part. 
| whereas Kelly had lines in several 
previous Broadway shows. And, on 
i|top of everything else, it’s always 
| difficult for an actor to follow an- 
other in a part, particularly when 
ithe latter has scored a personal hit 
in the role. 

Kelly just personified Joey, in ap- 
pearance. voice. manner and out- 

(Continued on page 52) 


People,’ $15,500, Still 


Growing in Detroit 


this is 


Detroit, Sept. 23 
With pleasant fall weather 
town, ‘Meet the People,’ for the third 
successive week tcpped the pre- 
iceding week's gross. Got estimated 
$15,500 last week, its third 
Revue was originally inked in for 
ifour weeks at the Cz but if 
|show continues at its present level 
the run may be extended before it 
moves on to Philadelphia. 


‘Theatre’ 7G in Buff. 


Buffalo, Sept. 23. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, in ‘Thea- 
tre,” teed off local legit season at 
Erlanger last half of last week to 
tune of estimated neat $7,000 at $2.75 
top. 
All advance 


in 


2SS 








indications point to 
legit getting its full share of the 
important defense industry coin 
which is being spilled all over this 
town and which has been keeping 
the picture house wickets humming 
for months past. Nearly 20 shows 
are skedded or penciled in for next 





few months and subscription lists 
lare substantially the heaviest in 
many seasons. 





| 


‘ICE FOLLIES’ SPEEDS 
TO $28,000 ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Shipstad and Johnson's ‘Ice Follies 
of 1942’ grossed near capacity, $28,- 
000, last week at the Pan-Pacific 
Auditorium. Biz, since opening 
Sept. 4, has hovered around that 
figure, which just about fills the 
5,100-seat arena. 

The show bre.ks Oct. 5, opening 
in Tulsa for a six-day stand, after 
which it plays Chicago Oct. 15-29. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ starring 
Ethel Waters. is holding to fair 
$7,600 at the Biltmore for its second 
week. Duke Ellington’s ‘Jump for 
Joy’ fell off to $6,000 at the Mayan 
in its llth week and folds Satur- 
day (27). 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
featuring Laird Cregar, opened the 
long dark E] Capitan, scheduled for 
four weeks. 


CLAUDIA’ FINE 
$14,000 IN IST 
CHil WK. 








Chicago, Sept. 23. 

‘Claudia’ came to town last week 
as the first of the two John Golden 
presentations, and the first of the 
ATS subscription series, and looks 
to be on its way to an excellent and 
long run. Show was well received. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ currently in its 
final week after a stay of seven 
months, on Saturday (27) heads out 
for a tour that will take it through 
the entire new season. Harris stage 
will be taken over Sunday (28) by 
John Golden’s second show of ‘he 
season, Cornelia Otis Skinner in 
‘Theatre.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (list wk) (1,000; 
$2.75). Only the subscription rate 
held down this gross; came through 
with strong $14,000. One more week 
under subscription. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (31st 
wk) (1,000; $2.75). Has had a re- 
markably fine stay here and will 
leave Saturday (27). Bounced up 
into the bright money levels, top- 
ping $12,000. 


CORNELL, 2/6. 
GREAT IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

Although originally booked to tour 
only as far as Chicago in mid- 
November, Katharine Cornell in 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ may continue all 
season, actress-manager indicated 
here last week. Change of mind was 
probably due to. sensational biz 
‘Dilemma’ has done in its two weeks 
out, in Philly and Pittsburgh, rolling 
up record grosses despite heat in 
both places. 

Miss Cornell got the legit season at 
Nixon off to a flying start last week 
when she rolled up sensational esti- 
mated $27,000 in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 
Playing at $3.30 top and in pretty 
warm weather at that, actress played 
to virtual capacity after first couple 
of performances and by week’s end 
SRO sign was out. It was biggest 
biz Miss Cornell has ever done at 
Nixon, where her previous high was 
$23,500 for ‘Winged Victory.’ Only 
play of hers here to top ‘Dilemma’ 
was ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ but 
that was at old Alvin, where she did 











‘Arsenic’ Sock $8,500 
In 3-Day N. H. Stand 


New Haven, Sept. 23. 

Shubert hit the heights and the 
depths last week. First half (15-17) 
jammed them in with the road 
break-in of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
Comedy thriller pulled a hefty esti- 
mated $8,500 at $2.75 top. Last half 
brought in the preem of Gladys 
George in ‘Distant City.” Unfavor- 
able word-of-mouth and lukewarm 
press left plenty vacant pews. Ap- 
proximate gross on four shows at 
$2.75 top was light $3,800. 

Ballet Russe in for one perform- 
ance Monday (22) caught healthy es- 
timated $2,500, despite curb on biz 
due to Jewish holiday. 

House has a big lineup of legit for 
November, but will fill in with new 
vaude-band-pix policy on open 
dates. First such is the coming Sun- 
day (28-1), when Tommy Tucker 
breaks the ice on four-day stand. 
Ella Fitzgerald follows at later 
date. 





a 


and other one nighters, grossing over 
$20,000 last week. 


HAYES, $24,500 
‘SMASH IN HUB 


Sept. 23. 

new Max- 
for Helen 
last week 
Al 








Boston, 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ 
well Anderson starrer 
Hayes, copped top coin 
by a wide margin, and 


a sweet gross that placed second 
among the four shows current. 

Last night (Monday), in one-night 
stand at the Metropolitan, Providence, 
‘Hats’ grossed estimated $5,700, very 
neat at $3.30 top. 

‘Native Son’ received a 
warm press reception last week, and 
‘Mr. Big,’ the new Sheekman-Shane 
farce, is improving daily through 
rewrite and George S. Kaufman's 
injection of daffy gags. 

‘Viva O’Brien,’ new musical, will 
preem here Thursday (25). Michael 


is slated to open here some time 
next month. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Candle in the Wind,’ Colonial (lst 
wk) (1,643: $3.30)—Built to standee 
calibre in its initial week to $24,500, 


than that for second stanza. Thea- 
tre Guild subscription list is biggest 
in history here, and that helps. One 
more week. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
(3d wk) (1,590: $3.30)—Final week 
held up to close to $20,000, with 
management claiming $63,000 for the 
entire run here. 

‘Native Son,’ Majestic (ist wk) 
(1,667; $2.20)—Getting big plav from 
the balcony contingent, adding up to 


(1,480; $2.75)—Still getting a work- 


over here before it is shown to 
Broadway. Second week’s $8,500 
not very encouraging. One more 
stanza. 





‘HELLZ’ GETS RECORD 
$86,000 IN 3 S.F. WKS. 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 








around $28,500 Sold over-capacity for three week 
Nixon ha Ed Wynn's ‘Bovs and | solid, ‘Hellzapoppin’ is believed to 
|Girls Together’ current and follows | have broken past records for a three- 
with ‘Native Son,’ which was defi- | frame stand at $3.30 top, according 
i nitely set. only last Friday (19), just | to Curran theatre manager Bill 
giving house time enough to get out | Zwissig. First week got e timated 
weekend ads and billing. $27,900; second week took $28,500 
: : = and, with an extra matinee, the third 

frame picked up approximately $29.- 

Bedroom Tinge Gives | 600. ora total of $86,000 on the ru 


the | 





‘Rooms’ 9G in Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
‘Separate Rooms,’ in for week (15- 
20) at National, was met by expected 
reaction on all counts. Critics pasted 
the comedy, but all noted it a bed- 


room farce. Result was approxi- 
mately $9.000 in the till, at $2.20 
top, plenty profitable considering 


low operating nut of the play. 

Current (22-27) is Katharine Cor- 
nell’s production of Shaw’s ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma.’ 


Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, 
N. J., strawhatter which recently 
closed out summer season, begins its 
felthat session Oct. 13, presenting 
‘The Merry Widow.’ House will re- 
main open for about eight weeks 
and will feature musicals, 


liagk#+ ac 
lignt operas, 


mostly | 


‘Tobacco Road’ moved into Curran 
| Sunday (21) for three wee! to be 
followed Oct. 20 by Dante. Jam-up 
| of bookings moves ‘Mamba’s Daugh- 
| ters’ with Ethel Waters to the Geary, 
opening Oct. 6. 

Henry Duffy’s production of “The 


| ping, pulled estimated $8,300 on its 
| second week at the Alcazar. First 
| week of five days got okay $5,500. 





Lavin on His Own 


Jerry Lavin is out of Music Corp. 
|of America, where he was a legit 
| and film agent. He also had a piece 
| of ‘Native Son.’ 
| Lavin is going into business on his 
| own. 








Peggy Carroll, chorister suspended 


jin 1934 for appearing in an non- 


| Equity show, has been reinstated by 
the union. Penalty was two weeks ; 
j salary. 


B way Holds Up in High Temperatures 
‘Cuckoos, ‘Merrier, Each Get $5,000 


a Yi 


| 


| through 


e 
9 


Leaders stood up well enough last 
week despite return of hot weather 
at mid-week. ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
increased its leadership margin, 
Broadway still awaits arrival of new 
sock shows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(37th week) (C-938; $3.30). Capacity 
the week; rated the most 
consisient high grosser in long spell; 
over $16,500. 

‘Brother Cain,’ Golden (ist week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Another version sup- 
posed to go on this week, but chances 


| seem slim; takings indicated to have 


‘been under $1,000 last week; title 
| may change to ‘Blue Coal.’ 
‘Claudia,’ Booth (32d week) (CD- 


| 782: 


‘Arsenic’ cleaned up in Hartford | 


$3.30). Chicago company re- 
poried off to excellent start, while 
original continues good draw; rated 
around 10,500. 

*‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Morosco 
(Ist week) (C-939; $3.30). Press not 


|favorable, but management rates 
newcomer an audience play, with 
business picking up after second 
| night; estimated around $5,000 in 
first seven times. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
, (156th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Man- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


agement can’t figure this one out; 
ended third year Monday (22) and 
still flourishing, with gross last week 
over $22,000; ‘Crazy House,’ now 
called ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ slated suc- 
cessor, in rehearsal. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (10th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Virtually no change in 
excellent pace of rink revue, which 
was quoted around $25,000 again; at 
present gait new edition will be set 


| back. 


Jolson | 
wound up his three-week stand with | 


fairly | 


Todd’s musical, ‘And So to Bedlam,’ | 


with advance sale indicating better | 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (24th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). 
Let out another notch, which carried 
gross to around $31,000 level; that 
means capacity; standees in even at 
last midweek matinee, despite scorch- 
in? heat. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (97th 
week) (CD-900; $3.30). Picked up 
last week, indicating the holdover’s 
in indefinitely at the same _ stand; 
bettered $14,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (39th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Held its own, 
with $11,000 again the gross; good 
enough to hold in holdover well into 
fall period. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (resumed) (37th 
week) (M-1,372; $3.30). Turning a 
profit and start of road tour said to 
have been set back; where this one 


| will move, if staying, not decided; 
$14,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (47th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). More than 


held its own and should play through 


| fall; rated around $24,000; year’s run 


Shubert | 


around $11,000 for first frame. One 
more week. 
‘Mr. Big,’ Plymouth (2d wk) | 


Male Animal,’ with Otto Kruger top- | 


mark approaching. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (43d 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Another 
stayer that is slated well into 
autumn; estimated around $10,500 


again: quite profitable for one-setter 
at that level. 


‘The Distant City,’ Longacre (D- 
1,016; $3.30). Presented by John 
Tuerk; written by Edwin B. Self; 
opened Monday (22); panned. 

‘The More the Merrier,’ Cort (lst 
week) (C-1,064; $3.30). Attendance 
not so good after doubtful press; 


quoted slightly over $5,000, but takes 
more to break even. 
‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (2d week) 


(D-1,075; $3.30). First full week’s 
takings approximated -$14,500; light 
at matinees, but good in evenings; 


strongly favorable Sunday press 
hould help season’s first play rated 
having chance. 

‘Village Green,’ Henry Miller 
Final and fourth week; never picked 
up efter weak start; around $4,000 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(25 week) (D-1,214; $3.30) Holds 
good money, although under 
t of earlier months; may 
winter or longer; $16,000, 


to very 
fine ga 
play into 


da 


Elliott. First nce 
limited engagement. 


Ballet, 


open, 


Jocss 
group to 


WYNN, $16,800, BALTO 
CLICK DESPITE HEAT 


Baltimore, Sept. 23. 

Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls’ ran 
into some extra torrid temperatures 
at Ford’s here last week, but ac- 
cumulated: a pleasing figure esti- 
mated at $16,800 for the week. In 
at a top of $3.33 at the 1,900-seater, 
musical built steadily to almost ca- 
on end of week. 
Rooms’ is current at 
Ford's, with Hele . Hayes, in ‘Candle 
in the Wind,’ set to follow as the 
first of six subscription plays spon- 
sored by the American Theatre So- 
cietv ard T>eatre Guild. Subscrip- 
ion this season biggest since its in- 

‘ten bo-e four years ago. 


pacity 
‘Separate 
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$5,000,000 for New Chi Daily 

New Chicago paper being estab- 
lished by Marshall Field HI and 
Silliman Evans will tee off with a 
bankroll reported to be $5,000,000. It 
will be a full-size sheet printed on 
the presses of the Chicago Daily 
News. Its offices will consist of two 
floors in the News Building. 

Sailing isn't all smooth, however, 
and Field flew into N. Y. yesterday 
(Tuesday) unexpectedly for hud- 
dies. Chi Tribune carried story yes- 
terday that Field was selling 200,000 
shares of his Marshall Field store 
stock at a private sale, intimating 
that it was in an effort to get money 
for the new venture. Actually, it 
is understood, Field owns around 
500,000 shares, and it is said his ad- 
visers feel that is too much of any 
one stock. There are strong rumors, 
too, that P. K. Wrigley and Les At- 
lass are investing in the paper. 

With Field as owner and Evans 
as publisher, it will get under way 
around Jan. 1. Thomas MacNicho- 
las, former Chicago newspaperman, 
more recently with Evans on the 
Nashville Tennessean, will be gen- 
eral manager. Lou Ruppel, former 
m.e. of the Chicago Times and large- 
ly responsible for that paper’s initial 
success, appears likely to take a 
similar post on the new sheet. He's 
now press chief of CBS in New 
York. He said Monday (22) that 
he’s ‘not denying and not confirm- 
ing’ rumors of a connection with the 
new sheet. 

It probably will have United Press 
service, it is said, and there is talk 
of namin« it AM. Field’s New York 
paver is PM. 

Evans is best known in the news- 
paper field for his success, in four 
years, in making the Tennessean one 
of the most powerful papers in the 
state. When he bought it in 1937 
it had been in receivership for four 
years. 





Australia Buys Time Service 

Sale of Time magazine’s Foreign 
News and World War sections for 
complete reproduction in a newspa- 
per and mag in Australia and a pa- 
per in New Zealand is an extension 
of the air-mailed mimeograph ser- 
vice it started many montks ago to 
South American papers. Sold at 
prices making it just about possible 
to break even, object is to build up 
the name and prestige of Time 
throughout the world. Figured that 
when the war is over the buildup 
that Time has been getting will en- 


able it to launch profitably air- 
express editions throughout the 
world. 


Foreign News and World War sec- 
tions, averaging around 10,000 words 
a week, are transmitted to the Syd- 
ney (Australia) Telegraph by tele- 
phone and are taken down verba- 
tim by stenographic crews working 
in shifts. Stuff that appears in Time 
in New York on Friday thus appears 
in a special ediiion of the Tele- 
graph’s roto the following Sunday. 
Telegraph provides transcripts to the 
Australian Woman’s Weekly (owned, 
as is the Telegraph, by 34-year-old 
gold-mine Croesus Frank Packer) 
and the New Zealand Observer. 

Idea for the telephonic service was 
that of David Yaffa, operator of 
Australia’s largest syndicate. He is 
selling the service in all of Austra- 
lasia and is now working on a deal 
with a paper in the Dutch East In- 
dies. 

Transmission cost to Australia is 
about $1,300 a week, of which about 
$800 is for phone tolls. Payment for 
the service to Time, inasmuch as 
coin cannot be transferred out of a 
British colony to a foreign country, 
is credited to the mag’s account in 
London and helps pay for operation 
of its editorial staff there. 

Time’s ‘air-express’ edition to 
South America, started last spring, 
has achieved a circulation of 23,000. 
It is still losing money heavily, how- 
ever, partly because priorities have 
severely hit all advertising of ma- 
terials for export. 

One hundred copies of the ‘air- 
express’ edition are now going to 
Iceland each week, transported by 
navy patrol bombers. Bermuda also 
began getting the ‘AE’ edition sev- 
eral weeks ago, with next stops 
planned for Hawaii and the Philip- 
pines. 





‘War’ Scribes De Luxe 

Reporters, photogs and radio men 
covering field maneuvers of the 270,- 
000 soldiers of the First Army in the 
Carolinas will find that the War 
Department has left little undone in 
looking out for their comfort, Gen- 
eral Hugh A. Drum told them last 
week. General had a get-together 
of some 50 press and radio men at 


, his Governor’s Island, N.Y., head- 
'quarters for an explanation of what 
to expect in the six weeks of maneu- 
lvers which begin Oct. 3. 

Press-radio men, who will not be 
|required to wear uniforms as orig- 
| inally suggested, will be headquart- 
|ered in the Kirkwood hotel, Camden, 
iN. C., which has been taken over 
| by the Army exclusively for their 
use. Army apologized because 
|North Carolina law makes hard li- 
| quor unavailable, but promised a 
|supply of beer would be on hand. 
General Drum stressed that every 
type of cooperation possible will be 
granted and that any complaint by 
the press will be regarded as a sug- 
gestion for improvement. 

Kirkwood hotel, Drum said, is 
being supplied with dark rooms and 
telegraph equipment to provide 
maximum comfort and _ efficiency. 
The General appealed to reporters to 
go easy on criticism in their stories, 
pointing out that this was only a 
training maneuver and that if the 
Army was already perfect the $4,- 
400,000 that the practice session will 
cost wouldn’t be needed. 





Random’s B. of M. Choice 


The second new author under 
Random House auspices to make the 
, Book-of-the-Month is George R. 
Stewart, English prof at the U. of 
California, whose ‘Storm’ will be 
co-choice with MHarcourt-Brace’s 
‘Language in Action,’ by S. I. Haya- 
kawa as the December B.-of-M. Just 
preceding, Random House's ‘Junior 
Miss,’ by Sally Benson, was so se- 
lected, and, incidentally, Joseph 
Fields and Jerome Chodorov (who 
playwrote ‘My Sister Eileen’), have 
| just completed a dramatization of 
'*Miss’ for Max Gordon. Latter is 
producing ‘Eileen.’ 

On the subject of new authors, 
‘Whistle Stop,’ by Marietta Wolff 
(Owen Davis has also just drama- 
tized it), won the Avery Hopwood 
award; Budd Schulberg’s ‘What 
Makes Sammy Run?’ is deemed the 
best selling novel on Hollywood so 
far (25,000 copies); and a fifth new 
author, Walter Van Tilburg Clark, 
has had his ‘Ox-Bow Incident’ just 
sold to Harold Hurley's new film 
production unit. 

Incidentally, the 175,000 to 200,000 
extra copies (at least) that B.-of-M. 
selections mean to writers and pub- 
lishers is described as ‘a giant bingo’ 
in literati circles. All pubs compete 
for the Harry Scherman-Meredith 
Wood merchandising system (they’re 
respectively prez and v.p. of the 
book club), and its effect on the 
commercial life of any selection is 
obvious. William Allen White, Dor- 
othy Canfield Fisher, Henry Seidel 
Canby and Christopher Morley con- 
tinue as the judges; the late Hey- 
wood Broun was never replaced. 








Curtis Wants American Boy 

Reported interest of the Curtis, 
Publishing Co. in adding a _ boys’ 
magazine to balance its present wide 
coverage with the Saturday Evening 
post, Ladies Home Journal and 
Country Gentleman, has resulted in 
new bids being opened here on the 
American Boy, which went into 
bankruptcy a month ago. 

Bankruptcy Referee Paul H. King, 
in the Detroit Federal Court, re- 
jected the earlier bids made for the 
juvenile magazine when advised 
that three more bidders, including 
the Curtis Co., were ready to make 
Offers topping those made first and 
which totaled under $7,000. 





Sheilah Graham to Lecture 


Sheilah Graham, NANA feature 
writer, long in Hollywood and just 
returned from a two-month special 
assignment in London, is slated for 
a lecture tour under Coulston Leigh 
auspices. 

Film writer did the show biz ap- 
proach on the London blitz, clipper- 
ing back last week. While east, she 
is also pinch-hitting for Ira Wolfert, 
on vacation, covering the New York 
legit premieres; also going to Wash- 
ington for the ‘warmonger’ probe 
and to cover the Windsors’ arrival. 
Her return west is indef. 





Philly Inquirer-Guild Pact 


A strike of editorial, circulation 
and advertising e: ployees of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer w-s averted 
last week when the management 
agreed to the Newspaper Guild’s 
final terms. They consist of $52,000 
in annual increases; three weeks’ va- 
cation for all employees with five 
years’ service or more, and sever- 
ance pay to ‘ieirs of an employee 
in case of death. 

Th agreement 
hours 


came 
of negotiation last 

















(16). The wage increase is the 


‘largest granted under a Guild con- 
{tract in Philadelphia. 


The Inquirer 
unit had voted to strike last Sunday 


' unless their demands were granted. 





after 10) 
Tuesday | 





At one point the management's ne- 
gotiators flew to Lewisburg, Pa., to 
confer with publisher M. L. Annen- 
berg, serving a term at the Federal 
penitentiary there for income tax 
evasion. 





The Transcript’s Outgrowth 

A skeleton crew from the top 
crust of the late Boston Evening 
Transcript has emerged with a new 
Boston suburban weekly titled the 
Star-Bulletin. Paper is a giveaway, 
with radio, motion picture and stage 
show directories, patterned after the 
‘Radioscope’ feature of the Tran- 
script. Two editions, one covering 
the Cambridge sector, and the other 
aimed at Newton and environs made 
their debut last week (18). 


Richard N. Johnson, former pub- 
lisher of the Transcript, is publisher 
of the new sheet; Alden B. Hoag, 
former managing editor of the Tran- 
script, is editor; Kenneth R. Johnson 
and Margaret J. Sutermeister are 
business manager and associate edi- 
tor, respectively. 





Sheean to China 

Vincent Sheean, just back in New 
York from England, clippers to 
China this week to cover Chungking 
for Red Book and the New York 
Herald Tribune syndicate, and also 
to do a book on the Burma Road for 
Random House. Meantime, Mrs. 
Sheean (Diana Forbes-Robertson) 
has authored ‘Battle of Waterloo 
Road’ for the same firm. 

Mrs. Sheean is the daughter of 
actress Gertrude Elliott and the late 
Sir Guy Forbes-Robertson, the Brit- 
ish Shakespearean. Maxine Elliott 
was an qunt, 
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Lee Foster Hartman, 61, editor of 
Harper’s Magazine, died yesterday 
(Tues.) in N.Y., of a heart attack. He 
came to Harper's in 1904 and was 
also a director and vice-president of 
Harper & Bros., publishers. 

Joseph Blythe Whitehead, 76, man- 
aging director of the Brandon Sun 
since 1905, died in Brandon, Mani- 
toba, Sept. 12 after a lengthy illness. 

Kaziemierz Gluchowski, 56, editor 
of the largest Polish paper in the 
U. S., Everybody's Daily, died in 
Windsor, Ontario, Sept. 15 of a heart 
attack. 

Frank Smethurst, 48, managing 
editor of "ne Raleigh News and Ob- 
server, died Sept. 18 of a heart at- 
tack in Raleigh, N. C. 

Christopher W. Harmon, 80, for- 
mer editor of the Eastern State Jour- 
nal, White Plains, N. Y., died there 
Sept. 19. 

Roger Babson Friend, 35, former 
secretary to William Randolph 
Hearst, Jr., and more recently book 
reviewer for the N. Y. Sunday-Jour- 
nal-American (Hearst) died in 
Flushing, N. Y., Sept. 21. 

Col. Edward Brayton Clark, 81, 





retired vet newspaperman, died in 
Brookline, Mass., Sept. 22. 
CHATTER 
Click mag moves to New York 


from Philly around Oct. 15. 

Jim Tully has just turned over 
manuscript of a new novel to Scrib- 
ners. 

W. H. Fawcett, Jr., spending a 
week in Hollywood before return- 
ing east. 

Myron Weiss, former medical and 
science editor of Time and Life, new 
advisory ed of Physical Culture. 

Rian James turned in his 17th 
novel, ‘The Happy People,’ for pub- 
lication by Julian Messner & Co. 

New York Newspaper Guild mov- 
ing to larger quarters, from West 
46th street to Park avenue and 40th. 

George McCormick, 76, Memphis 
Commercial Appeal associate mar- 
ket editor and former manager edi- 
tor, has retired, ending career begun 
in 1883, 

W. F. (Nick) Carter, local staff 
correspondent of the Associated 
Press, elected president of the At- 
lantic City Press Club. He suc- 
ceeds C, D. Mansfield, court reporter 
for the Press-Union newspapers. 

Edward F. Harkins, 69, drama ed- 
itor of the Boston Record for the 
past 25 years, retired last week. Em- 
ployes and executives of the Bos- 
ton Hearst papers honored him at 
a testimonial luncheon on the an- 
niversary of his 50th year in news- 
paper work. 

Erskine Johnson succeeds John 
Truesdell, recently resigned, as 
Hollywood correspondent for Es- 
quire Features. Johnson’s job is in 
addition to his column in the Los 
Angeles Daily News and his radio 
program. Truesdell will write a 
column for the Chicago Times and 
retain a few of the papers he had 
when he was with Esquire. 





Inside Stuff —Legit 





Edgar Selwyn left Broadway for Hollywood and the Metro studio Satur- 
day (20) after turning over the supervision of ‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth, 


N. Y., to Sidney Phillips of the film firm’s New York offices. 


Although 


further legit plans are not definite, he is considering another script for 
legit and may produce it for Metro as he did ‘Wookey.’ 

Word from the Coast is that Arch Selwyn may soon be active again. He 
goes daily to Edgar’s swimming pool, hangs up a sign about casting on 
the bath pavilion, dons a pair of trunks and awaits players who may ap- 


expatriate, helps him, 


Arch Selwyn's damage suit as the result of a 


ex-patriate, helps him. Arch Selwyn’s damage suit as the result of a 
motor car accident is due for hearing soon. 





Presentation of ‘Rose-Marie’ at the Hollywood Bowl grossed $44,000, 


although other reports had* the takings less. 


Showing was exceptionally 


costly, production nut approximating $46,000. That outlay for a one week 
date appears to have been hazardous, but the capacity of the Bowl would 
have accounted for a goodly profit had attendance been bigger. Weather 


was too cool and the circus was strong opposition for two days. 


There 


probably was no actual loss, because of parking and other concessions, in 


which the attraction shared. 


It was the first time an operetta was staged in the Bowl, whose manager, - 


C. B. Toberman, and Tom Girton of San Francisco were the principal 


backers. 
interest. 


Fortune Gallo, New York operatic specialist, had a rooting 





Little known along Broadway that Frank Wheeler, 50, husband of Win- 
nifred Lenihan, died about three: weeks ago in the Massachusetts General 


hospital. 


Miss Lenihan, fiery Equityite who resigned from the council 


early in the summer, had been wed to Wheeler for a number of years, 
Death followed the extraction of an infected tooth, a blood clot affecting 
the lungs, with pneumonia the final diagnosis. 


Wheeler, an official of the A. & P. grocery store chain, resided in New 


York with Miss Lenihan. 
previous marriage. 


There are three children, one hers, two from his 


Dwight Deere Wiman will have theatrical interests on both coasts this 
season, but is particularly enthusiastic over the script title ‘Letters From 
Lucerne’ which will bring Rosalie Stewart back from Hollywood as co- 
producer. If is described as a war play different from any heretofore pre- 
sented, authors being Fritz Rotter and Allen Vincent. 


Wiman will present ‘Solitaire’ and has a share in an untitled Coast revue 


now in rehearsal there. 


It is an ‘if money’ for Broadway. 





Edwin B. Self, who wrote ‘The Distant City,” which opened at the Long- 
acre, N. Y., Monday (22), is said to have provided most if not all the 


backing. 


presented by John Tuerk. 


He is known in advertising circles as the exploiter of Schlitz 
beer and is said to have a number of other accounts. 


Drama is being 


Author wrote another play presented in 1933, it being ‘Two Strange 


Women.’ 





Lou Schonceit, Broadway ticket broker, received a Jewish New Yeat 


card per usual from Daniel J. Traynor, clerk of the county court. 


The 


good wishes side was rubber-stamped: ‘Vote for Bill O'Dwyer, Democratic 


mayoralty candidate. 





Play Out of Town 


TALK OUT LOUD 


A musical revue in two acts and eleven 
scenes, conceived and directed by Nat 
Lichtman, assisted by Perry Brushkin; with 
lyrics by David Greggory and music by Al 
Moss, Will Lorin and Genevieve Pitot; 
sketches by Reuben Shipp and David Greg- 
gory; choreography by Helen Tamiris; set- 


tings by Walter Ketchum; orchestra con- 
ducted by Charles Blackman; presented 
Sept. 21, 1941, at Unity House, Forest 


Park, Pa., owned and operated ‘by the In- 
ternational Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union. 

Cast: Helen Tamiris, 
Freda Flier, Susan Remos 
Milton Feher, Mimi Benzell, Phil Leeds, 
Bob Berry, Claire Grinelle, Estelle Ray- 
mond, Paul Mann, David Greggory, Laura 
Duncan, Al Moss, Virginia Blake and Mark 
Colbin, 


Vivian Cherry, 
Daniel Nagrin, 





This sprightly and vastly enter- 
taining musical revue seems headed 
for a profitable Broadway engage- 
ment, once it arrives there after 
first having undergone a bit of pol- 
ishing, several deletions and possibly 
a better finale. Notable for aill- 
around excellence of the entire cast, 
the fast pace, the wealth of slick, 
trick lyrics which somehow seem to 
make up for what the music, though 
adequate, lacks, this show stacks up 
favorably with ‘Pins 
Although at present seemingly de- 
void of an outstanding song hit, two 
numbers, ‘Haunted Heart’ and ‘It'll 
Be Great to Be Alive at Sixty-Five’ 
(in reference to social security old 
age pension), have appeal. Another 
number, ‘Rhythm Rides Again,’ also 
seems to have possibilities. 

It appears to be a field day for David 
Greggory and for the two colored 
players, Laura Duncan and Al Moss, 
together with Phil Leeds. In the 
first instance, besides contributing 
his acting and narrating, the clever 
lyrics by Greggory keep the show 
lively and restful. Moss’ tuneful mel- 
odies and fine vocal efforts, of which 
there are too few, place him right 
up there with the foremost colored 
artists. And Laura Duncan’s mas- 
terly presentation of her vocal as- 
signments should cause no doubt in 
any auditor’s mind that here is an- 
other click. Comedian Phil Leeds 
is effective and humorous. 

While the show maintains an in- 
teresting and refreshing pace, some 
of the dancing is quite ordinary. 
However, in this respect, the second 
act shows a decided improvement 
over the first. The sketches by Reu- 
ben Shipp and Greggory were, for 
the most part, well written, nicely 
timed, tastefully dressed and quite 
funny. 

Special note should be taken of 








| Followup 
and Needles.’ | J} ‘ 
| es ONtInued from page 51 


Will Lorin’s expressive and moving 
music in ‘Rhumba’ and ‘One-Ring 
Show’ in addition to his lighter stuff. 
Other outstanding bits ate Laura 
Duncan’s offering of ‘Lady Eve’ 
(by Moss and Greggory) with Mimi 
Benzell, Virginia Blake, Claire Grin- 
elle and Susan Remos; also her ren- 
dition of ‘Rhythm Rides Again’ and 
her superb duet with Moss in the 
latter’s ‘Haunted Heart.’ A pleasant 
interlude is Virginia Blake’s inter- 
pretation of the Lorin-Greggory tune, 
‘It’s Better With a Sweater.’ Per- 
haps the switching of the Moss-Greg- 
gory song, ‘Thank You Lord,’ in 
place of the present finale, ‘It’s You’ 
(Lorin-Greggory), would make for a 
more effective closing number. Greg- 
gory’s ‘Impressions’ could very well 
be eliminated entirely. 

Much credit can be given to the 
various persons who had a hand in 
the staging, settings and production 
of this revue. Also, bends to Charles 
Blackman for his masterful conduct- 
ing. Bart. 

















ward personality. Tapps is a better 
solo dancer, but that’s all. 

Otherwise, the show is almost as 
good as ever. Vivienne Segal, only 
remaining original lead and 
for star billing on the road, has not 
only retained the impressive edge 
she had at the start, but has in num- 
erous subtle ways improved her per- 
formance. And since the part pro- 
vides much of the drive for the show 
and contains some of the best songs, 
that’s enormously helpful. Although 
Vivienne Allen lacks a trifle of June 
Havoc’s incisiveness, she looks and 
sounds remarkably like her prede- 
cessor and brings the part a certgn 
style of her own. David Burns isn't 
as well typed for the agent part as 
was Jack Durant, but he gives 4 
better acting performance. Anne 
Blair hasn’t Leila Ernst’s looks or re- 
freshing air, yet she has an appealing 
appearance and an ingratiating way 
of playing. 

There have been numerous chorus 
replacements. Several of the oris- 
inal girls who remain have grown 
beefy since the show opened last 
Christmas night, but the newcomers 
are trimmer. Maybe there’d better 
be some dieting before ‘Joey’ hit: 
the road. Hobe. 
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Broadway 





Gloria Swanson left for the Coast 
Saturday (20). 

Bette Davis vacationing on her 
New Hampshire farm. 

Gene Autry again to be featured 
jn rodeo at Madison Square Garden 
starting Oct. 8. 

Jules Levey has had his nose 
bobbed. He arrived in town during 
the past week. 

The joints were jumpin’ over the 
weekend; the niteries haven't seen 
so much turnaway biz in years, 

Sherri, wife of Dick Berger, ex- 
pected out of hospital soon after 
prolonged treatment of nervous ail- 
ment. 

E. K. ‘Ted’ O'Shea checked back 
into the Metro h.o. Monday 
afier a midwestern tour of exchange 
points. 

Fred Hillebrand has written words 
and music to ‘Sunday Morning Quar- 
terback,” pop mumber soon being 
published. 

The Gertrude Hoffman appearing 
as ‘old lady characier’ in film role 
is not the well known dancer of 
that name. 

Stage designer Oliver L. Smith, 
who has been painting in Mexico all 
summer, returns to New York to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Bob Frey and Benny Kayden, for- 
merly with Leblang’s, have opened 
their own ticket agency next to 
Loew's State entrance. 

Picture ‘Pioneers are having a 
dinner conference Oct. 29 to work 
out details on initiation of new mem- 
bers, among other things. 

Publisher's wife, Mrs. M. Lincoln 
Schuster, is doing the landscaping 
for competitive publisher Bennett 
Cerf’s new East 61st street house. 

Joseph V. Connolly, head man at 
King Features, guest of honor at 
Banshees’ monthly luncheon at the 
Waldorf Astoria teday (Wednesday). 

Bill Watters, New York and Coast 
p.a. and songwriter, has been called 
up by the navy and is assigned to 


public relations duty in Los An- 
geles. 
AMPAs resume luncheon sessions 


at the Hotel Edison for the new sea- 
son tomorrow (Thurs.) with Bob 
Weitman as g. of h. and Ed Sulli- 
van m.c. 

Managers of the Raybond circuit 
tossed a surprise luncheon during the 
past week for William Quinn, newly 
appointed supervisor. Gave him a 
desk set. 

Nitery - vaude entertainer Ruth 
Sato (she’s half-Irish, half-Jap) has 
a couple publishers interested in her 
autobiog. She used to work for the 
Boston Record. 

Probably a record turnout for one 
of those picture brawls were the 700 
at the Stork last Wednesday for 


‘Navy Blues’ (WB), a little minteld- | 


Billingsley tieup. 

In the basement playroom of the 
house he’s building on Long Island, 
Harry Link is-going to paper the 
walls with mutuel tickets that were 
on the wrong horses. 

Broadwayite Edgar 
a Metro producer, 
N. Y. tempo is ‘too 


Selwyn, 
admits that 
hectic’ for 


now 
the 
him 


and he was glad to return to Holiy- | 


wood. He left over the weekend. 
Maurice Zolotow’s piece in Sateve- 
post on ‘Broadway Rose’ uses several 


of Milton Berle’s cracks from his | 
VaRIEty column, to point up the 
character, although the publication 


source is anonymous. 

Bob Longnecker, who came 
last spring to set up a radio depart- 
ment in N. Y., for the Myron Selz- 


nick agency, returned to the Coast | 


Saturday (20) to resume top post 
in Selznick radio department there. 
Local office carries on under Miriam 


Philadelphia 


Allegheny and New Ideal theatres 
undergoing extensive alterations. 





Bob Hope was guest star at a bene- | 
last | 


fit for 
week, 

The Motion Picture Associates held 
their first meeting of the season last 
week. 

Joseph C. Hichreiter, formerly of 
Lord & Thomas( now with Ivey & 
Ellington ad agency). 

The annual Variety Club golf tour- 
nament was held Friday (19) at the 
Philmont Country Club. 

Arthur Simon, WPEN general 
manager, heading for Chi.’s National 
dissociation of Broadcasters conven- 
ion. 

George R. Harvey, ex-FBI chief 


St. Vincent's hospital 


ere, now handling an air show on) 
WIP tabbed ‘Your Friend the Police- | 


man.’ 

Bessie Howard, KYW gabber, re- 
turned to the air yesterday (23), af- 
ter summer tour through Canada and 
Mexico. 


George Bernard Shaw's ‘Back to 


Methuselah’ gets another shot at the 


Hedgerow theatre, Moylan, Pa., on 
Friday (26). 

It was reported here this week that 
Eugene Mori, Jr., Vineland, N. J., 
exhib, was among a group of busi- 
nessmen backing a race track near 
Burlington, N. J. 

Betty Hurd, ex-Philly Record staff- 
er and now WCAU film spieler, han- 
dled the Bob Hope premiere from 
the Stanley lobby. 

Murray Arnold, WIP’s program di- 


| adopting a baby. They have no chil- 
dren of their own. 
Dorothy Golden, 


London 


Dorrance & Co., publishers, titled 
‘Gone With the Sinned.’ 


‘ wife of play- 
David E. Milgram, head of the Af- 





rector, has sold a book of poems 3| 


: . ; . wright Al Golden, all right again 
filiated Circuit, has arranged for Lucien Sammet has leased the | after a close call. 
Eleanor Roosevelt to be principal | Montparnasse. Barry Galbraith, local guitarist, 


ern Liberties Hospital drive. | direction of physician. | Rustic Cabin, N. Y. 
Nominations | z 
| Abe Bentle@® under observation at 


of new officers for 


the Showmen’s Club: Star, Edgar t ; = | back in boxoffice of Nixon theatre 
Moss; stand-in, Myer Adelman: Yes- | ©PS0™ hospital for ulcers. for new legit season. 
Man, Charles Stoefel; financial sec-| , Fred Conquest, pantomime animal| aq exec Earl Bothwell and _ his 


retary, D. M. Kirby; banker, Sam | impersonator, left $80,000. 


5 ' bride, Virginia Dahlman, have taken 
Rosen; script man, Joe E. Sapsis, and| Max Thorpe’s wife back from 


;a home in Mt. Lebanon. 


| Spenser at dinner closing the North-! Tom Arnold shedding weight under | has joined Teddy Powell band at | 


| Arthur Low and Dave Shanahan | 


(22) | 


east | 


counsellor, David Yaffe. 








: Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





in Brisbane. 

Will Mahoney may do another tour 
for Tivoli circuit. 

Wallace Parnell, director of Tivoli 
loop, improving after recent illness. 

Peter Dawson, Aussie singer, has 
composed a war song titled ‘V for 
Victory.’ 

UA, since prints from England 
were lost through enemy action, has 
been forced to delay nabe dates on 
‘The Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Tom Eslick has quit as director of 
Luna Park, Brisbane. Amusement 
park has taken it on the nose finan- 
cially, but an effort will be made for 
more finances to permit of fresh try 
this summer. 

Alec Coppel, in charge of White- 
hall Productions, Sydney, may, try 
twice-nightly legit in Melbourne. 
Policy, introduced by Coppel, is do- 
ing allright in Sydney with ‘Mr. 
Smart Guy’ at 6 p.m., and ‘Two Mrs. 
Carrols’ at 8:30 p.m. 


| 
| Bob Geraghty running vaude-revue 
| 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 47% 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





tive with this type of audience and 
their song and dance bits go over, 





but on the whole the act needs 
brightening. Its delivery, however, 
is Okay. 


Myra Johnson, blues singer, falters 
jalso. Her vocals of ‘Let Me Off Up- 
town, ‘I Don’t Want to Set World 
Afire,’ ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody’ are of- 
fered unappealingly. Response was 
lukewarm. Sinclair and LeRoy are 
another comedy-song-dance-act that 
displays tendencies to ape Stump and 
|Stumpy’s style. Two have been 
|caught here before and there’s not 
much change in their stuff. They 
|sing, dance well, especially the taps 


|of the slim partner, and do imita- 
tions. One mimics Bunny Berigan’s 


| trumpeting of ‘I Can't Get Started’ 
(and other trumpet leaders. Stutter- 
j}ing rendition of ‘Ol’ Man River 
| (Paul Robeson) is funny. 

Waller’s band, made up of three 
trumpets, two trombones, four sax, 
| four rhythm, with Waller on piano, 
| gets little chance to do anything. Ex- 
j}cept for a trumpet break on ‘Ain't 
Misbehavin’ 
} another 
| to do. 


tune, the band has little 
When it does come through 


| behind the solos, however, it sounds | 


okay. Wood. 


|. HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 20. 

|} Lew Parker, Tip, Tap & Toe, Rose- 
} mary La Planche (‘Miss America’), 
| Johnny Burke, Phyllis Colt, Christi- 
janis (6), Felice Iula House Orch; 
|\‘Our Wife’ (Col). 

| Lew Parker holds this layout to- 
|gether. In on the second of a four- 
| W eek stay, comic retains a fre: hness 
of material and appeal in spite of 
|} previous visits. Stays on just long 
}enough and sends in each contribu- 
ting act strongly and effectively 
Given topflight writing, Parker 
should be able to go places. He has 
| style, knows how to plant a gag and 
{ean handle a vocal in satisfactory 
style. 


a patriotic parody on ‘Having Any 
Fun,’ he starts doings quickly with 
a punchy setto of hoofery by Tip, 
Tap and Toe. Dusky trio, using a 


smal] round platform, sell brisk and 
tricky challenges. 

Deuce is allotted to vocal interlude 
by Phyllis Colt, who manages to 
make her presence here’ count 
'enough to earn a legit encore and 
| begoff. Does vocals of ‘In the Army 
| Now’ with patter and interpolation 
of ‘All Out of Step but Jim,’ ‘Be- 


| guine’ and ‘Tonight's My Night with | 


Baby,’ dressed with Cantor-like 
specs, hat and gloves, but 
any of the familiar mannerisms. En- 
core is a smart lyric, ‘Hillbilly 


Bride,’ nicely rendered in a costume | 


of burlap. 

Rosemary La _ Planche, newly 
crowned ‘Miss America,’ works with 
Parker, who crossfires and covers 
for her during a costume change. 


ner, reads lines well enough and 
would get more out of her hoofery 
with less attention to actual taps 
and a faster and wider use of body 
and arms in simulated abandon. 
Makes an ideal spot here for Johnny 
Burke and his revivified army mono- 
log, a solid laugh from start to finish. 

The Christianis, sextet of tumblers 
and teeterboard workers, close rous- 
ingly. 





Biz all right. Burm. 


and long guitar solo on} 


Following some swift gagging and | 


without | 


Girl has a pleasing, wholesome man- | 


America after year’s absence. 


pearean tour before 


| Navy. 


joining 


gling. 

| ‘Fun and Games’ at Prince’s is the 
59th London show written by Doug- 
las Furber. 

For first time since it was opened 
some 10 years ago Dorchester hotel 
has a waiting list. 

Henry Sherek has shed 35 pounds 
since he has become a lieutenant in 
the Intelligence corps. 

Julian Frank talking of reviving 
‘Romance’ if he can get Mary Ellis 
to play the Doris Keane role. 

The 2lst anniversary of the Variety 


Paramount's ‘Hatter’s Castle.” now 
in production, was budgeted to cost 
$240,000 and is already costing over 
$300,000. 

Tom Arnold has leased the Wim- 


ville there, plus annual Christmas 
pantomime. 

Gerald Freeman joined the Royal 
Air Force as ferry pilot. Received 
his flying certificate while in New 
York recently. 

Mrs. Martin Marks, who writes 
under name of Una _ Lascot, 
crutches as result of a London raid 
last September. 

Rumor persists that Stanley Wa- 
thon, agent who has been interned 
since the war, was killed in air raid 
over Liverpool jail. 

Sir Seymour Hicks doesn’t like 
Cairo, according to letter he has 
written to friends in London. Would 
rather be in Rochdale. 





Embassy Club running a seven- 
| Piece sax band, with management 
| honest in its claim that idea was 


|} copped from Shep Fields. 


| Lindsay Colleano, son of Rubve 
| and Bono Colleano, now in Woll- | 
| heim’s ‘Folies Superbe,’ is joining 


| Jack Hylton’s ‘Piccadixie.’ 


Eric Boon, British lightweight 
champ, in hospital with minor in- 
| juries following collision between 


his motorcycle and a cow. 

‘Squaring the Circle,’ Russian farce 
originally produced at the Mercury 
theatre some years ago, was revived 
at the Vaudeville, Aug. 27, and well 
received. 

Charles M. Woolf reading an orig- 
inal script by Brian Desmond-Hurst 


afiven 


| Sons,’ which, if accepted, will be 
| filmed, with Hurst directing. 

| Squadron Leader Hector Bolitho, 
| who is Royal biographer and _ in 


charge of the Air Force Bulletin, has 
| written original film script for Wil- 


|liam Sistrom, which will be filmed 
for RKO. 
Paul Soskin’'s film, based on life of 
leet street newshounds, for which 


he tried to get David Niven to play 


lead, finally going into production. 
with tex Harrison and Deborah 
| Kerr co-starring. 

| ‘Under Your Hat,’ the Lee 


Ephraim-Jack Hulbert-Cicely Court- 


|neidge success at the Palace last 
year, goes to the sticks as twice 
nightly, with George Gee, Phyllis 


| Monkman and Hanna Watt in leads. 


Gaston Palmer signed contract 
| with Edward Cruickshanks to play 
ithe part of Friday in ‘Robinson | 


| Crusoe,’ the next pantomime at the 


| Royal theatre, Glasgow. It means 
he will black up for first time in 
| his stage career. 

First Russian ballad since Russia 
entered the war has been completed 
by Hugh ‘(There'll Always Be an 
England’) Charles and Sonny (So 
Deep Is the Night’) Miller. It’s titled 
‘Russian Rose.’ Gracie Fields has 


to America. 


| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


taken it 


WB's Tony Stern down 25*pounds 
| following appendix operation. 

John Bouglas elected president of 
| Wilkinsburg Playshop for this sea- 


| son. 

UA exchange manager Nat Beier 
{has moved his family here from 
in. 


Dance Plavers at El Chico will 
| lose Frank Navarre to the army next 
| week. 

Par’s Rufus Blair due in from the 
|Coast for his. annual call at the 
'drama desks. 
| ‘Y’ Playhouse will launch its sea- 
son next month with Saroyan’s ‘Time 
of Your Life.’ 

Geraldine Wolff returned to her 
duties at the Par exchange as Mrs. 
Ray Pritchett. 

Mother of Al Weiblinger, Variety 
Club pianist and songwriter, passed 
away last week. 





Donald Wolfit on his last Shakes- 
the 


Morgan and Hedley splitting after 
five years, with Freddy Morgan sin- 


Artists Benevolent Fund celebrated 
by midnight supper, cabaret and 
dance, 

Metro and RKO are bidding for 
‘Quiet Weekend,’ sequel to ‘Quiet | 
| Wedding,’ currently at Wyndham’s 
theatre. 


n | 


and Francis Crowdy titled ‘Pilgrim's | 


Frank Andrinis are thinking about 


Mary Clancy named regional di- 


| rector for Pennsylvania of National | 


Esther Heller went to New York 
|to visit brother Jackie and spent va- 
| cation in bed with ptomaine. 
| Variety Club will hole annual 
/ election of officers Monday (29), in- 
| stalling them at annual banquet Nov. 


| Rother Theatre Conference. 


Madeleine Skelly Foust doing lead 
in tryout of Tom Knight's ‘Pardon 
My German Accent’ at 
Mass. 

Mickey LeVan and Lettie Bolles, 
burlesk vets, celebrated 35th wed- 
ding anniversary at Casino last 
week. 

Fred Burleigh back from Maine 
vacation to launch series of new 
season auditions at Pittsburgh Play- 
house. 

Earl (Pappy) Roeser, former thea- 
tre manager, coming around at A\l- 
legheny General hosp after an op- 
eration. 


i] 

















Army Shows 


Continued from page 1! 


bledon theatre and will stage vaude- | Corelli, executive secretary of TA, | 


| declared: 
‘Did Everything Possible’ 
| ‘We have shown the army the! 


| . . 
|value of entertainment in creating 


and holding morale, we have done 
everything possible to coonerate in 
|providing shows for the boys and 
| we have repeatedly offered our good 
|offices to aid in planning a _ pro- 
|gram, but the’ War Dept. and _ its 





|advisors have never seen fit to call | 
|}upon the actor unions even for con- | 


| sultation. 


‘Under these circumstances we 


i feel that the time has passed when | 


actors should make all sorts of sac- | 
|rifices—whickh, they have _ always | 
sdone gladly and without asking 


| questions—in going to camps to pro- 


vide free entertainment and _ in 
keeping fellow-actors out of poten- 
; tial jobs. 

‘The sooner the Government is 


brought face to face with the prob- | 


i\lem, we feel, the better it will 
| for all concerned.’ 
There would be no 


Corelli said, to one or 


be 


objection, 
two name 


players working for free in dressing | 
up a show made up-of less impor- | 


tant paid acts. Squawk arises from 
half dozen or a dozen fairly big 
performers booked in one show and 
}all working for nothing. Situation 
at Fort Monmouth, N. J., where such 


shows have been provided every 
|Monday night is believed to have 


brought the situation to a crux. 


Unfair Aspects 
Corelli pointed out that one rea- 
son the benefit system should be | 
abolished by the army is that it is | 
unfair, While camps near New 
York, like Monmouth, are getting | 
frequent shows, many others are 


getting nothing, he declared. 


Coast action against free camp 
performances was taken more than 
a month ago. Hollywoodites were 
| particularly riled because of the 


| $500,000 allotted by the USO to the | 


| Citizens Committee for camp enter- 
tainment, it was charged, ‘not a red 
penny’ was spent in the west. Part 
of the money has gone for six travel- 
ing units now touring posts 


‘Until the Government takes some 
affirmative action whereby money 
will be allotted for camp show a 
pokesman for the Coast Committee 
for Camp Entertainment de eC 
‘there will be no further shows pro- 
duced in Hollywood.’ 

Action in New York to ike i¢ 
ban nationally effective is expected 

lin le than two weeks at a conclave 
|of the TA, the Associated Actors and 
| Artistes of America, reps of all the 
| Guilds ‘except Catholic Actors | 


Guild, which goes not belong to TA) 
and all the theatre charities. 


Negro Entertainment 


Camp Huachuca, Ariz., Sept. 23. 
This encampment of 6,000 Negro 
| soldiers, so remote that few of the 
ireSular army camp shows ever get 
|here, has just been provided with 
|a director to make it possible for 
the boys to make their own enter- 
| tainment. Director is James W. 
_Butcher, formerly of Howard Uni- 
| versity (Negro), who will stage va- 
| rious types of home-grown shows. 
Butcher has been sent here by 
the Citizens Committee for the army 
peer navy, which is paving his sal- 
jary out of funds 
| USO. 


provided by the 


Plymouth, | 


Hollywood 


| The Bud Abbotts observed 
23rd wedding anniversary. 


| Damon Runyon postpones his Hol- 
| lywood arrival until Oct. 1. 





their 


| June Havoe back from Broadway 
| for her second RKO picture. 


| Joan Blondell ordered to spend 
' another week in the hospital. 
Mort Singer heading east for a 


| swing «around his theatre circuit 

Ralph Dietrich to the hospital for 
removal of a small bone in his foot. 

Marlene Dietrich back to work 
with her fractured gam in a plaster 
cast. 

Diana Jeanne, moppet at Warners, 
will be known from now on as Patty 
Hale. 


Charley Murray’s will left the bulk 
of his estate, valued at $25,000, to his 
widow. 

Merle Oberon returned trom an 
eight-week tour of army camps in 
the east. 

Ann Sothern shoving off on a two- 
month vacation in New Orleans and 
New York. 

Fritz Lang back to his directorial 
job at 20th-Fox after four weeks in 
the hospital. 


Leo Spitz, film attorney, bought 
Alan Hale’s hacienda in ©:';: Fer- 
nando Valley. 

Virginia Sale shoved 3 for a 
tour of nine Army camps with her 
‘one-woman’ show. 


Olga Celeste, who trains lions on 
\the ‘White Savage’ set at Universal, 
clawed by a flu germ. 

Harry Rosenthal opened his music 
'shop with a gang of film, stage and 
| radio stars participating. 

Braven Dyer, long associated with 
Coast football, picking weekly grid 
| winners for Daily Variety. 
| Masquers dinner for Sergeant Al- 
|vin York called off because of Mrs, 
York’s illness in Tennessee. 

Mary Pickford up and 








around 
| after a week in bed with a ‘nervous 
heart,’ eaused by overwork. 
| Fred Astaire returned from 
York to sgtart dance routines 
| ‘Holiday Inn’ at Paramount. 
Dona Dax, screen actress, filed suit 
for $15,000 against Jimmy Fawcett, 
film stunt man, charging he beat her 
up. 


New 
for 


Jan Kiepura, opera singer, and his 
wife, Marta Eggert, film actress 
have applied for American citizen- 


ship. 

Bob O’Donnell, chief of the Inter- 
state Circuit, Texas, flew back to 
Fort Worth after a week in Holly- 
wood. 

Orson Welles back from a trip to 
Mexico, where he arranged for se- 
| quences in a future picture, ‘It’s All 
True.’ 

A. and S. Lyons, Inc., opening new 
offices in Beverly Hills, celebrate 
their 25th anniversary in the agency 
business. 

Jack Buetel, Howard Hughes’ 
‘Billy the Kid,’ revealed he has been 
married for three years to Cereatha 
| Browning, a Texas gal. 

Joe Penner’s widow, Eleanor, went 
|into partnership with Eddie Milne, 
former vaude booker, to produce 
units for film house presentation 

Maurice Lu sailed back to China 
to make documentary pictures after 
absorbing a course in photography 
under tutelage of James Wong Howe. 

Leo Carrillo appointed by Mayor 
Bowron to serve on committee for 
Improvement of Trade Relations Be- 
tween Los Angeles and Latin Amer- 
ica. 
| Maureen O’Hara back from Reno, 
recovering from appendectomy and 
annulment of her marriage to George 
Brown, an assistant film director in 
England. 


Minneapelis 


} By Les Rees 


Stan Norris’ orchestra into Hotel 
Lowry Terrace Cafe 

Melvin Turne! Metro i ker 

eymooning in far west 

Twin City Variety club t ve 

t fall dinner meeting Oct. 6 

Max Factor, Field circuit booker, 
in 


n from Des Moines for few days 

Irene Mount of National Screen 
office staff to be early-October bride. 

Charlie Milkes out of the army and 
resuming his theatre program busi- 
ness. ; 

Will Jason, director of Pete Smith 
shorts, in from Hollywood for a 
week. 


Bob Branton, Warner booker, be- 
came father of a five-pound girl. 
First child for the Brantons. 

Independently operated Gayety, 
|former burley, goes vaudeville plus 
‘double features Thursdays to Sun- 
days. 

Film Bowling league, 27-week sea- 
son opened with only 10 teams in- 
stead of last year’s 14, the draft hav- 
ing bowled over the rest. 

Jo Ann Leslie’s new Times film 
| critic, succeeding the veteran Merle 
Potter, who resigned to become Ben- 
nie Berger theatre circuit general 
manager. 

‘Meet the People,’ scheduled to 
| open the Lyceum season here Oct 
19-20, cancelled, setting back open- 
|}ing to November when Katharine 





Cornell comes in. 
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OBITUARIES 





HARRY R. RAVER 

Harry Rush Raver, 61, one of the 
leading film distributors 
ago, died Sept. 14 in Los Angeles as 
a result of a beating by a burglar 
two weeks before. He had been out 
of show business 
1920s. 

Raver was among the first to hold 
press previews, showing an Italian 
feature, ‘Cabiria,’ in the gold room of 
the Astor hotel, New York, in 1914. 
He was a lavish entertainer and an 
outstanding figure in the state rights 
field over a period of 10 years, but 
retired from the industry when 
crippled by arthritis. Later he op- 
erated an antique shop until fading 
eyesight forced him to give it up. 
He was blind when attacked by the 
burglar. 

After becoming blind, Raver con- 
ducted a radio program over KFWB, 
Los Angeles, for the blind and handi- 


capped. 





CLAUDE E. KING 
Claude E. King, 67, vet screen ac- 
tor, and one of the founders of the 
Screen Actors Guild, died in Holly- 
wood Sept. 18. He was a retired 
major in the British army, having 


In Memory Always 


MARK A. LEUSCHER 


DIED SEPT. 20, 1936 
NETTIE, MARY and BETTY 
LEUSCHER 





served two years in France with 
British artillery during World War I. 

King became an actor when 19, 
making his first appearance in 1901 
in ‘The Boom of Big Ben.” He 
toured England and the colonies, 
coming to the U. S. in 1919, when 
he appeared in ‘Declassee.’ He 
started his film career in 1920. 

In 1935 King, Robert Montgomery, 
Kenneth Thomson, 
and Richard Tucker were appointed 
under the NRA to formulate a code 
between film players and producers. 

KENNETH J. BISHOP 

Kenneth J. Bishop, 48, film pro- 
ducer who brought the industry to 
British Columbia for a short time, 
died in Vancouver, B. C., Sept 6. 

In 1933 Bishop started the short- 
lived Commonwealth Productions, 


Ltd.. which went bankrupt after 
making two pictures in Victoria, 
B. C. Two years later he launched 


Central Films, Ltd., which produced 
more than a dozen films for Colum- 
bia under the British quota laws. 

Born in Sutton, England, Bishop 
lived in British Columbia for 26 
years. Surviving are his widow, 
daughter and a brother. 





GREGAN McMAHON 

Gregan McMahon, founder of the 
Repertory theatre in Victoria and 
New South Wales, died suddenly in 
Melbourne recently. In 1920 Mc- 
Mahon established his own unit and 
presented over 350 plays by English, 
U. S. and European playwrights. The 
British Government conferred upon 
him the order of C.B.E. (Commander 
of the British Empire) for his work 
in promoting interest in the theatre. 


Prior to his death, McMahon had | 
Ben 


made arrangements with Sir 
Fuller for the lease of Princess, Mel- 
bourne, to present a new series of 
repertory plays. 


JOSIE INTROPIDI 


Josie Intropidi, 75, veteran actress 


of light opera and musical comedy, 
died in N. Y. Sept. 19. She made 
her debut at 14 in the chorus of 
Tony Pastor’s, on the Bowery. 

Actress worked in touring Gilbert 
and Sullivan companies, and for the 
last two decades appeared on Broad- 
way in such shows as ‘Sally, Irene 
and Mary,’ ‘Honeymoon Lane,’ ‘Betty 
Be Good,’ and, in 1936, in ‘O Eve- 
ning Star.’ 

A daughter. Ethel, is the only sur- 
vivor. 





JIM CAREY 
Jim Carey, 45, connected with the- 
atre operations for a quarter century, 
died suddenly Sept. 19 at Vancouver, 
Wash., where he had been on vaca- 


25 years | 


since the early | 


Ralph Morgan | 


Surviving is a five-year-old daugh- 
ter, 


GEORGE H. HOLCOMBE 


| George H. Holcombe, 71, musician 
and showman, died recently at City 
Hospital, St. Louis, of heart disease. 
He ran away from his home in 





and in 
Military 
over the 


circus as a drummer boy, 
1900 formed Holcombe’s 
Band, which played all 


U. S. He was also instrumental in 
the move to build the St. Louis 
Arena. 


ROBERT HENDERSON-BLAND 

Robert Henderson-Bland, vet legit 
actor, died in London Aug. 18. In 
his younger days he had appeared 
with Sir Herbert Tree in many of 
his big His Majesty's theatre produc- 
tions, and had acted with Mrs. James 
Brown Potter and Lily Langtry. 
Portrayed the role of Christ in the 
film ‘From Manger to Cross.” He 
was a captain in the British Army. 





BYRNE A. MARCONNIER 

Byrne A, Marconnier, New York 
playwright, succumbed in San Fran- 
cisco, Sept. 11. A native of Seattle, 
Marconnier was brother-in-law of 
Robert Moses, N.Y. park commis- 
sioner. He went to the Coast two 
years ago for his health. 

Private services were held Sept. 
16. 





JAMES F. McKEEFREY 

James F. McKeefrey, long associ- 
ated with the theatre building firm 
of John McKeefrey & Co., died Sept. 
18 in Brooklyn, after a long illness. 
Some of the N. Y. theatres built by 
the firm were the Earl Carroll, Max- 
ine Elliott and Winter Garden. 

Survived by widow, son and four 
daughters. 

ABRAHAM LIBSON 

Abraham Libson, 56, associated 
| with his brother, Isaac Libson, op- 
erating theatres in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and Kentucky, died Sept. 21 from a 
heart attack. A native of Pittsburgh, 
Libson moved to Cincinnati in 1908, 
joining his brother, one of Cincin- 
nati’s pioneer exhibitors. 

Survived by widow and three sis- 
ters. 





MRS. CHRISTINE CORTEZ 

Mrs. Christine Conniff Cortez, di- 
vorced wife of Ricardo Cortez, film 
actor and director, died Sept. 21 as 
|a result of burns suffered when a 
cigaret ignited her bed. Death came 
in a Santa Ana, Cal., hospital. 

Father, mother, sister and four 
brothers survive, 





ROBERT (BOBBY) CRAWFORD 
Robert (Bobby) Crawford, 52, who 
| became a Hollywood agent after 
leaving the music publishing busi- 
|ness, died of a heart attack at the 
ov Carlton hotel, Boston, Sept. 20 
|He leaves a widow, Mary Lucas 
| Crawford; also Bobby, Jr., by a pre- 
vious marriage. 
Further details in 
ment. 








Music depart- 


DALE ROSEBERRY 

Dale Roseberry, 28, hillbilly per- 
former with WHIS, Bluefield, W. 
Va., was killed in an auto accident 
at Grundy, Va., Sept. 13, after giv- 
ing show with three members of his 
Campfire Boys at Hurley, Va. His 
three associates were injured. 





| 
| . 
FRED KARNO 

Fred Karno, nee John Westcrit, 
5 foremost English comedy-act 
producer, died Sept. 17 in Parkstone, 
Dorsetshire, England. 


io, a 


Further details in vaudeville sec- | 
tion. 
ROMAN DEBES 
| Roman Debes, 71, who had been 


associated with the late Frederic W. 
Thompson and Elmer S. Dundy in 
operating Luna Park, ‘Coney (sland, 
died Sept. 18 in Brooklyn. 





EDNA LUCE 
Edna Luce, former film critic of 
the N. Y. Journal of Commerce, died 
Sept. 20 in N. Y. Funeral services 
were held Sept. 22 in Bellaire, O. 
Mother survives. 





tion. He was stricken with acute ——— 
appendicitis. MINON LeBRUN 

Carey managed the Evergreen Minon LeBrun, 53, actress in silent 
Theatres Circuit, in Bellingham, | films, died Sept. 20 in Los Angeles. 
Wash., for the past eight months. She was the divorced wife of 


Prior to that, 
managed the Evergreen 


deen. 
His wife passed away a year ago. 


for eight years he 
theatres, 
Vancouver, Wash., going to that or- 
ganization from Warners in Aber- 


Cullen Landis, one-time film star. 





JOHN R. WARD 
John R. Ward, 46, v.p. of Pacific 
Coast Showmen’s Ass’n. and man- 
lager of stage productions for years, 





| for 


South Carolina to join the Ringling | 


died Sept. 13 in Los Angeles. Sur- 
viving are his widow and a daughter. 





Russell Bonham, 39, business agent 
IATSE in Michigan, died sud- 
denly Sept. 15 near Pontiac, Mich. 
He was fatally injured when light- 
ning struck his summe® cottage. 

Mrs. Sarah Akins, 86, mother of 
Zoe Akins, playwright, died Sept. 16 
in Pasadena, Cal. 











Plea for Gas 


Continued from page 3 








principle, however right they may 
be in theory. 
Need Their Autos 

Carrying costumes, shoes, music 
and other props, we, of necessity, 
travel by automobile. Since we 
frequently close in one town late 
at night and open in another the 
next evening, which may be as 
much as 400 miles away, we must 
drive by night. The law prohibits 
us from carrying extra gasoline in 
our car; your edict prevents us 
from buying gasoline at night. 
What, Mr. President, are we going 
to do? You, or your subordinates, 
have designated certain professions 
—such as doctors—-as preferred 
classes and they may buy gasoline. 
How about the actors, who enter- 
tain the public until midnight and 
then travel the rest of the night? 
Perhaps the opening of an act on 
schedule is no emergency to the 
country, but the loss of a job is 
certainly the first stage of an 
emergency which might prove 
serious to the average person in 
show business. 

Lest you think we are dealing 
with ‘possible’ situations rather 
than actualities, consider this: 

* At 9:30 p.m. on Thursday eve- 
ning, Sept. 18, we did a final show 
at the Strand theatre in New York; 
the next day at noon we had to be 
in Pittsburgh for a rehearsal and 
opening that night. At best, we 
can carry only 17 gallons of gaso- 
line which would have gotten us 
only to Harrisburg. There, Mr. 
President, we would have sat until 
the next morning, and comes re- 
hearsal time would still have been 
miles away. If we failed to get 
there, it meant two weeks’ work 
lost to us, and an actor is lucky 
if he works 25 weeks out of a year. 

How about it, Mr. President? 

There are hundreds of other acts 


throughout the country in the 
same shape we are. Perhaps 
they’re afraid to go to the ‘top 


man’ but we aren't. You’re always 
taking care of the farmers, the 
laborers and the merchants; tariffs 
protect the manufacturer; insur- 
ance deposits protect the citizen 
with savings accounts. But fiobody 
gives a darn about the actor. 

Why not give us a card entitling 
us to buy gasoline to get from job 
to job? 

Sincerely yours, 
Callahan Sisters. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave McNutt, daugh- 
ter, in Oakland, Cal., Aug. 
Father, former member of KGO- 
KPO (Oakland) press staff, is now 
a first lieutenant at Mather Field, 
Sacramento. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Breyer, son, 
|in San Francisco, Sept. 9. Father is 
head of KJBS (Frisco) sales staff. 

Mr. and -Mrs. Charles Horning, 





Father is assistant manager of the 
Grand theatre, Regina 

| Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Boyer, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 
|Father is announcer at KDKA, Pitt. 
|} Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reith, son, in 
| Pittsburgh, Sept 10 Father is 
| booker at RKO exchange, Pitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. Billy Birken, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. Father 
was with Al Fremont band; mother 
is former Billie Brooks, nitery 
dancer. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Vincent E. Clay- 
ton, a son, Sept. 16. He is control 
operator for KSL, Salt Lake City. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Boothby, daugh- 
ter, in Buffalo, Sept. 14. Father is 
announcer at WGR-WKBW, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Todaro, 
daughter, in Buffalo, Sept. 12. Father 
is trumpeter in WGR-WKBW staff 
band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Williams, 
daughter, in Buffalo, Sept. 5. Father 
is WGR-WKBW technician. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Schmidt, son, 
in New York, Sept. 16. Father is 
accountant for Walt Disney Produc- 
tions. 
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inane plays like Noel Coward’s ‘The 
Blithe Spirit’ do turnaway trade. 

Compromise with the reality sees 
bathtub gin a common practice, 
since some of the salient gin works 
and warehouses were blitz casual- 
ties. The ‘black bourse’ makes up 
for the little things prohibited or 
restricted, but the average news- 
paper man or woman, of course, 
knows only of this from an academic 
perspective. 

Hotel Savoy 

The Hotel Savoy fs the capital of 
things. 

We'll start at the Savoy. Over 
there, holding down a corner of 
the American bar is, of course, 
Quentin Reynolds. His popularity 
with the British increases in the 
same ratio as his waistline. They 
like his broadcasts and the nice 
things Reynolds says about them in 
print and to their faces. When Doro- 
thy Thompson was in England she 
was introduced at a banquet as ‘the 
Quentin Reynolds of America,’ and 
Reynolds, who is not over-fond of 
Miss Thompson, was delighted. Don’t 
think Miss Thompson liked it very 
much though. 

Robert Montgomery, looking neat 
and natty in his naval offieer’s uni- 
form, is pretty mysterious about the 
actual work he is doing in England, 
but an official at the American Em- 
bassy states that whenever a tough 
assignment—maneuvers off the bleak 
coast of Scotland for instance— 
comes up, Montgomery is sent to 
make the report. He seems to en- 
joy the responsibility and says ke 
finds it a pleasant change from his 
$4,000-a-week job of Hollywood pic- 
ture making. 

Robert Riskin is introduced to 
Lady Kitty Brownlow and looks a 
little dazed when she says, ‘I've al- 
ways wanted to meet the man who 
wrote ‘Mr. Deeds.’ Do tell me, did 
you really write it?’ Riskin is in 
London wanting to help the British 
On propaganda _  pictures—although 
to judge by some I saw in England 
they don’t require much help. 
There’s one made by London 
Brigade during the last severe raid. 


London Escapology 


Continued from page 3 





Fire | 


| going 


A couple of the boys turning the 
camera were killed and 16 otkers 
perished bereath collapsing build- 
ings. This particular film is too 
gruesome to be shown to the gen- | 
eral public, but a print has been 
sent to Washington to give 


the 


United States government some idea | 


of what can happen to a city when 

the German raiders indulge their 

indiscriminate bombing. 
Michael Arlen A Fixture 

We are still in the Savoy 
Michael Arlen is a late afternoon 
and evening fixture. He may have 
succeeded in 
for America by the time you read 
this, but for the past six montks 
Arlen has been trying to get to the 
U. S. 

Liquor and wine are 
scarce, and most of the French stuff 
listed at the Savoy is out of stock 
A wine merchant in Half Moon St. 
told me his firm, which has been in 
business since the 18th century, has 


enough stock left for another 18 
months. If the war is not over by 


1943, they may have to close down. 
The British are trying to promote 
Empire wines from Australia and 
South Africa. They’re alright, but 
not the same as the French. Awful 
to think of the Germans guzzling 
that beautiful Burgundy and Alsace 
wine. Vermouth is practically non- 
existant, and even at places like the 
martinis 


(Ugh!) As for gin, too 


| much of it went up in smoke during 


| the 


bombings of city warehouses. 
hence bathtub gin is no longer con- 
sidered an American prohibition-era 


| curiosity. 





Escapist films and plays are popu- 
lar in England. Except for the 
shorts on this and that phase of the 
war, such as ‘Target For Tonight’ 
which shows a bombing raid on Ger - 
many by the R.A.F., pictures about 
the war are avoided by the British 
public. ‘A Night In Lisbon,’ for in- 
stance received poor reviews and 
poorer attendance, whereas ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Turned Out Nice 
Again’ starring George Forby, have 
S.R.O. sign up nightly. The Formby 
film is the naughiest picture I’ve seen 
since the Legion of Decency threw 
its siedge-hammer of purity and in- 
nocence into picture-making on this 
side. If the film is shown in Ameri- 
ca there is one scene dealing with a 
garment worn by the female sex 
that they can start cutting right 
now..Noel Coward’s comedy ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ is packing them in, chiefly 
because it has nothing to do with 
this war, or even this world—the 
play has a couple of ghosts in it 


bar. | 


getting plane passage | 


| far 


getting 











with a ‘Topper’ type of story. Ques. 
tion whether it will go over in New 
York, which is more critical of its 
theatre entertainment than the Lon- 
don of today. 

Yank Newsmen 

The bar is jam-packed with 
American newspapermen. There's 
George Lait who asks for news of 
father Jack. Drew Middleton of the 
A.P, is looking deep into the eyes of 
a pretty English girl. Bill White of 
the N.Y. Herald-Tribune complains 
‘The trouble with the British girls 
is they all want to get married.’ 
Paramount's Dave Rose is in 
restaurant. 

I went over to Dunham, which has 
been badly blitzed, and saw Richard 
Greene playing a reporter in a pic- 
ture with Valerie Hobson. Army life 
has done Greene a lot of good. He 
looks well, and says when and if he 
ever gets back to Hollywood he will 
appreciate the comfort and paycheck 
100%....David Niven drives into the 
studio at the wheel of an army 
truck, which isn’t quite the same as 
the station wagon he used to drive 
in Beverly Hills. David was pro- 
moted to being a Major as a sort of 
reward for the film he is now mak- 
ing for the British government.... 
Vivien Leigh was visiting the studio 
before leaving on a tour of the 
provinces in Shaw’s ‘Doctor’s Dilem- 
ma.’ She and husband Laurence 
Olivier were not too popular with 
the British press when they first re- 
turned to England, because of hide- 
and-seek tactics with reporters, but 
the general sentiment is gratitude to 
the pair for preferring the discom- 
fort and hardships of war to the 
plush ease of Hollywood. 

Night life, as you may have heard, 
is Gay. The bottle clubs are sprout- 
ing everywhere. It reminds me very 
much of the prohibition period in 
America. People bring their own 
and unless you're a member you can’t 
get in. Le Suivi is the most popular 
night club. You dance ona postage 
stamp floor. This is one of the few 
dancing places in London above- 
ground, It's more convenient to make 
your whoopee below level, and then 
if the sirens sound you don't have to 
bother about bombs and such things. 
Le Suivi was badly banged up one 
night, just as a friend of mine was 
inside. He swears that the 
blew him to the dance floor. 
and that as he went up he passed 
the gentleman's cloakroom coming 
down, 


the 


blast 














~ ‘Hardy’ - ‘Kildare’ 











ttm.  oOntinued from page l= 


will provide a valuable hypo when 
one or the other of the two series 
shows signs of wearing itself out. So 
the ‘Hardys’ give no sign of 
weakening, while the ‘Kifdares’ are 
in and out. 

As the plot is worked out, old 
Judge Hardy (Lewis Stone) becomes 
ill and must go to New York to get 
expert medical attention. His man 


|is Dr. Gillespie (Lionel Barrymore), 


who turns the patient over to his 
young assistant, Dr. Kildare (Lew 
Ayres). The Judge brings his fam- 
ily with him to New York and young 
Andy (Mickey Rooney) becomes a 
fast friend with Kildare, who in- 
spires him to study medicine. 

If the first merger pic is a success, 
Andy will do his studying in later 
films under Gillespie and Kildare. If 


the idea turns out not so big as 
expected, Andy will return to his 
| Old routine Or, it is figured pos- 
sible, the Judge will not get over his 
| illness quickly and will require oc- 
| Casional return trips to the Gillespie- 
| Kildare repair-works, making for 
|} a merger picture every so often. On 
these trips to New York, too, ac- 





cerding to the Hardy formula, Mickey 
is permitted to meet up with Judy 
Garland, giving the pix another 
hypo. 


MARRIAGES 


Carolyn Rice to Robert F. Harris, 
in Chicago, Sept. 21. She’s daughter 
of Andy Rice, author. 

Jeannette Nelson to Thomas 
Roach, Oct. 11, in Buffalo. She is 
on continuity staff of WBEN, Buf- 
falo. 

Betsy Blair to Gene Kelly, in Phil- 
adelphia, Sept. 22. Both are legit 
players. 

Harriet Sager, to Walter Reade, Jr., 
in New York, Sept. 21. Groom is son 
of Walter Reade, eastern film circuit 
operator, and now in the army. Bride 
non-pro is N.Y. music student. 

Evelyn Campbell to J. Allan Simp- 
son, in Saskatoon, Sask., recently. 
She’s secretary to Gerry Gaetz, 
manager of CKCK, Regina, Sask. 
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- Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


ee 


The “41 season gets under way with 
few pushovers for opening games. | 
So before we get into the first week’s | 
battles, here’s a preview of the en- | 

} 


stopped by Kansas. Tomasic is the 
spearhead of the Temple attack. 





Minnesota- Washington 


tire country and how they shape up| A” undefeated season may be, 
# la quickie: \dntia Gauie tak Waltnes esa 
E : s s s ; nie 
East: 1, Fordham; 2, Navy; 3, Col- Bierman likes to defeat his Pacific 
gate. ed al Coast rivals, and he’s got enough 
South: 1, Alabama; 2, Mississippi; 3, weight and experience to turn the 
Duke. | trick. 
Southwest: 1, Texas; 2, SMU; 3.) Missouri-Ohio State 
Rice. 


| Things will be different at State 
| this fall. A new coaching staff, a 
: . “ages : new system and a new spirit will get 
Pes 4 fg ll rae them off on the right foot against 
Stantord, 9, 0 | Missouri. 


Notre Dame-Arizona were , 

A new coach and a slightly altered | Michigan-Michigan State 
evstem will not help the Irish in their | 
early season affairs. However, they’ve' with the wind the Michigan offense 
got enough natural talent to breeze! is doubtful. State has a veteran club 
through their opener without too! that’s been pointing for this game 
much difficulty. | since last fall. Mich. State will have 

Boston College-Tulane 


Midwest: 1, Minnesota; 2, North- 
western: 3, Indiana; 4, Wisconsin. 
3, 








Hit hard by graduation and the) traditional rival. 
Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
SATURDAY (SEPT. 27) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Notre Dame-Arizona ........... ca I IID 6. 5 alsa 94 seats dans . 4-1 
Boston College-Tulane ........... Tulane . 8-5 
Se PPP CTEeTETT?: Oo og sg Serr rer ree | 
DPEeRS-DOUNTOED ccccccccvccesscves ern ee ere ee . 4-1 
i oo Saas ousin'e 6s 60d 0s DN Sea oe bu nae tea'e’ 2-1 
Duke-Wake Forest .............. NE chs Ores 44 44 20 ba ae Oh 4-1 
Florida-Miss. State ............... Ce MD, ocr eh odes Wadwe 4-1 
*Georgetown-Miss. .........-. ... Mississippi ................. 8-5 
ae a Des oo) an | Sanne 3-1 
SIE AMARS-TOMBIO 2 cccccsccccscsees Temple ..... 12-5 
Minnesota-Washington ........ ..Minnesota 2-1 
Missouri-Ohio State .............. Ohie State 3-1 
Michigan-Michigan State ......... fichigan State 1-2 
Oregon-Stanford ........ pevewked eee BP errer errr eee 3-1 
Oregon State-U. S. C. .......... (ES ee ati awakes Ka eme . 12-5 
Purdue-Vanderbilt ............ ~~. ———e 3-1 
*U. C. L. A.-Washington State.....U. C. L. A. 6-5 


* Friday (26) night games 


SUNDAY (SEPT. 28) 


(Pro Games) 


N. Y.-Washington ...... Se ee ee) ee ee Even 
tBrooklyn-Philadelphia ........... Brooklyn ........ wre TT a. 
Chicago Bears-Green Bay ........ EE AE cb ct cicg ms siaeees 1-2 
Chicago Cardinals-Detroit ..... .. Detroit Even 


+ Saturday (27) night game 


With Harmon and Evashevski gone | 


| a successful season by upsetting their | 








be enough to lick Boston College. Oregon. 
California-St, Mary’s Oregon State-U. S, C. 
. c » e rT") +} ne +h, me 1} er C uz is 
California a definite question mark These are Breas sprang qu ee 
; : but play n their home jot makes 
They never get rolling until mid-| 0° Pidyins § 11 me It Ke 
Tr) . . . 4 rice 
season, The galloping Gaels have U. 5. ¢ ke Neenyenes 
seven of last year’s starters back in Purdue-Vanderbilt 
harness. They always point for this Vandy |} a scholastic standing, 
game and they should dump the. but the Boilermakers have a higher 
applecart and Calif. gridiron rating They'll have no 
Texas-Colorado trouble 
. : : ie + -W: ing St 
Colorado is strong, but Texas is U. C. L. A.-Washington — ‘ 

: This strictly a toss ut 1e 
supposedly the team of the nation rt is strictly a tossup, OU 
Thev’re r 7 : nitials have a little more power, so 
They're really loaded, and, with Jack | !™! vidi . e more | 
Crain leading the way, this will com- W®* ck with them, 
mence their touchdown parade. ; 

Detroit-Indiana PRO GAMES 
letroit’s ; . rT , hile ae 
Detroit’s a mediocre squad, while Brooklyn-Phila: It’s a sound Brook- 
Indiana is supposed to be ready for | }yn club and should have no trouble 
kill. They have terrific sopho-|;, ¢] pping the Eagles’ wings 
} } ntarte P , lde- ane : : mr 4 ' 
more material, and young Hilde N.Y.-Washington: -The eastern pro 
brand has been touted as the greatest | 431). will be decided right her 
pack In Cleats. Wash on will use the same gan$ 
Duke-Wake Forest that was trounced so soundly by the 
‘ . Roar "Mh j< . @ nau ‘iont am 
The Duke Blue Devils are never €a! rhis is a new Giant tean 
° esetth, ro ¥ ver and cneed than any 
af.yY on manpower. This year is no; With more } er ¢ peed an any 
“eek . STITT n +} 191) The Ten f 
exception. And their second and, C!uD 1 the league The Men of 


Mara will finish on the long end 
Bears-Green Bay: This is a much 
| tougher contest than appears on pa- 
per. The Bears are the natural fa- 
vorites but Green Bay has been 
pointing for this one. So it’s Green 
Bay. ’ 
Cardinals-Lions: 
sive teams, but Detroit’s Whizzer 
White makes the difference. He'll 
lead the Lions to the right side of the 


third-stringers will get a workout. 
Florida-Mississippi State 
State is not as strong as last year. 
but they’ve gote enough on the ball 
to take the Florida ’Gators. 
Georgetown-Mississipp! 
Georgetown lost most of their 
bowl team of last year, but they still 
are not to be taken lightly. Ole Miss. | 
comes up with a veteran squad head- 


ed by Hapes and Hovious, the touch- | road, 

aown twins. They'll knock off the = ? ics eae cables 

Hoyas. : ae 
” | Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
e Holy Cross-L. 8S. U. |cleffed eight songs for ‘Rise and 
Cross is still building, while the | Shine’ at 20th-Fox; ‘It All Depends 

Bengals have already arrived. Play-|on Thee, ‘I’m Making a Play For 


ng in Louisiana, the Southerners get | You,’ ‘Men of Clayton, ‘I Want to 


the nod, 'Be the Guy,’ ‘Dance It Off,’ ‘Get 
‘4 Kansas-Temple Thee Behind Me, Clayton,’ ‘Hail to 
The Temple Owls throw the ball| Bolenciewiz’ and ‘Central Two Two 
too often and too accurately to be! Oh Oh.’ 
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enee Hartman 


Mac McGraw Ore |} Mr. Ming 
Royale Carrol Crane 
Tiny Gorman 
Johnny Howard Jack Thomas Ore 
Maurice & Maryea | ; : 
Lois Hunt The Tropics 
The Vikings | Conrads 
M Faber Gls Gloria Van 
Dick Worthington Hal Wayne Ore 
Don McGrane Ore Hope Laurence 
Statler Hotel Verne 
Sande Williams Ore) pijjy Meagher 
Saks i Bobbie Robbins 
Fifi de Villerie Raul & Annette 


Buddy Lester A 
Heat Waves (3) 
Stirling & Rubia 
Johnny Hale 
Saxettes (6) 
Karl Spaeth Ore 
San Diego 


H 


\ 


Sterling & Silver 

Gloria Shayne 

Paul Gordon Ore 
Stevadora 

Jack Terry 

Le Blanc & Du C 


D 
D 


G 
V 
tH 





lto Fryer Ore 


Whittler Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
erman Fine 


Wonder Bar 


Irene Rosch 


ocalions Ore 


|Cap Frankie e : : 
Lucile Blaire Sammy Dibert Ore 
Bob Tolley 509 Club 


ale Rhodes 
i Giovanni 


Claire Wiliams 


ood & Goody 
erne Wilcox 
orace Houck Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage Hotel Wm Penn 
Hugh Morton Ore | (Continental Bar) 
Maynard Deane | Wanda 

Arlington Lodge eta 
Phil Cavezza Ore Merry-Go-Round 

Balconudes |} Henry Jerome Ore 

Buddy Carlson Ore | Dick Finney 
t x |} Sandy Sloan 

| Bill Green's Doddy Dobson 
| Henry King Ore 3 Steps 
| Boogie-Woogie Club New Penn 
Boog Sherman Ral ! . 

— ph Allen Ore 
| Maxie Simon Frank Reckless 
|Harry Comorada Don Andr 
| ai ? e 
| Buddy Blaine Eddy Trombetta 
fubby Miller Dolores & de Vargas 


loss of Frank Laheay, the Boston Oregon-Stanford 
Fagles travel to the Deep South to The Cinderellas of last autumn, the 
take potent Tulane. The green ma-. Stanford Indians have retained 
t =~] liic y ic 2 ore “2 si ¢ ore »] + ns ] rey | 
terial plus the high temperature will’) enough personnel to trample over | aaa | 
Harry Morrissey 
Lu-Cellia Fr 
(Cheena de Simone R 
Kleanor Te in 
br ne Jordan ( 
B ‘ Keim Kev : 
Blinstrub’s 
arl Rohde Ore 
lia tockw 1 
i Clough ] 
Casa Munana \ 
Al Te Or | \ 
Ha Aulger Ad 
To n R 
Ka rn er 
Lou ‘ od 
t ure .=4 iy 
e { idings 
Jean Carle H 
| Pon Muckel Li 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Rernie Bennett O < 
George Libby Rev i 
Font a 


Two good defen- | 


Reggie Dvorak 


Babs Garen 
Cork and Buitle Jack Randall 
Lloyd Fox Nixon Cafe 
Colonial Al Marisco Ore 


Joey Sims Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
rt Schamberg Orc} 


R 


Bob 


Carter 
aul & Eva Reyes 


Ridder Bros 


Mildred Segal | Blondell Sis 

Eddie Peyton Nut House 

Sandy Mcclintock Sherdin: 7a Vie 

Marion Muller Ted a atta o 
El Chico George Gregg 





Mario Ore ppd. ire’ 
| Virginia Ramos mene 240Y 4 
Dancing Players Chuck Wilson 
Evergreens . Oasis 
Ss Frank Shean Ore 
Revelers 
Kay Burke : Pines 
Ray Valance | Bill LeRoy Cre 
Nancy Grey Trelon 
Hotel Fort Pitt Tom Kerr Ore 
Ken Bailey Ore ree Jolley 
Johnny Mitchell ohne Belli 
| Herry Walton George Webber 


| Jersie Wheatley 


Yacht Club 


Hotel Henry H Middleman Ore 
(Silver Grill) Jerry Cooper 
I'M Contreras Ore Callahan Sis 
Conchita Ww ilfred Du Bois 
Valdez & Peggy 





(Gay 90's) 


Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue j 
Bess Saunders ‘A 
Ida lola | 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 1A 
Al Devin iF 
Evergreen Gardens | »! 
Revelers E 
Sam Sweet M 
Alice Sone « K 
Zelda B 
Wicked Willies R 
Hotel Roosevelt Cc 


4 Skyliners M 


Shirley Heller 


Sky-Vue 
yhnny Martone Ore 
ilen Trent 
Union Grill 
Yagello 
rark Natalsa 
ike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 

Cuvato Ore 
ark Lane 
ey Taylor 
n’s Bir 
Rogers 
Alabassa 
anhattanettes 


tZl 


urto ds 
oy 


ountess 


BOSTON 


I I 
I 


D> A} 

Club Vanity Fair Ir 
Farr | | 
tella | 
Chir ( } 


Cocoanut Grove 





Hotel Bradford 
‘Circus Koom) 
ice H Im 

cj & Lambert 
fotel Brunswick 
Bermuda Terrace) 
i Fit ¢ rid Or« 


\\ 


in 
inkle 


\\ 
liotel Fssex 
t \ Or 


c 


e & M ell 
liotel Gardner 
liarvey 
Hotel Minerva 
ury Bay Orc 

da A/OuU as88 

Hotel Statier 

(Cafe Rouge) 
ilvy Cavicchio Ore 
otel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 


fotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 
\l Or 


iternational Casino 


Ken Club 


bles , 
, i ] 


Mickey re Latin Quarter 
Don Rico Or Antnhe runo Ori 
Wally Wange Rev I a Mar oO 
tilly Paine Ss ny Wa 
rianne Francis Radio Aces 
d apola Lopez | Guil Guill 
AY » & Annette W'y's Congo Roolag 
; Colette & Dean Helen Carroll 
Mathea Merryfield Rio Casino 
(Melody Lounge) George Har Ore 
Marjorie Garretson | Harry Spear 
Herb Lewis Carl & Carita 
| Copley Plaza onna 
(Merry-Go-Round) Jose & Lolita Vega 
Mark Gilbert 3 Leticia 
Crawford House Steuben’s 
Ray Collins Ore 
Sallv Keith | (Vienna Koom) 
Maria Breen I VW Conrad Ore 
Dolores Gaylord Boyd Heathen 
Gene Bayios Chester Dolphin 
Crawfordettes srmstrong & Stark 
i iiarry and ris } sn 
Fex & Hounds D lore a = 
Milton George Ore The Cave 
Irene Donahue } 
David Ballentine bw DiBona Ore 
: Jat isher 
Hi-Hat " ara Doriva 


Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey \ 


i 
Frar I 


etty 


Larry & 





English 
Corral 





Ringling Circus Getting Top Coin In 


58-Yr. History; Takes 2306 Out of L.A. 








63 At Monmouth — 
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who were over 28 before their Army 
induction and prior to July 1 to be 
mustered out, transferring to the 
Enlisted Reserve. However, to per- 
mit readjustments, men will be let 
out over a period of time, probably 
according to length of service, al- 
though schedule is not yet set. 

Delegation includes, in addition to 
Association officers: Eugene Mudge 
and Franklin Coen, freelance writ- 
ers; Art Wilmurt, Yale Drama fac- 
ulty; Edmund North, associate pro- 
ducer with Samuel Goldwyn; Rich- 
ard Blake, Metro scripter; Granville 
Scofield, writer on ‘Lil Abner pro- 
gram; Donald Robinson, play scrip- 
ter; Harry Kreider, Par cameraman; 
Robert Churchill and Paul Husserl, 
documentary directors; Jerome Berg- 
man, Metro production dept.; Wil- 
liam Reynolds, of Loew-Lewin unit; 
Garson Kanin, RKO megger; Berk- 
eley Anthony, Disney studio; Robert 
Jenners, animation cameraman for 
Celumbia; Herman Cohn, Schlesinger 
cartoonist; Robert Hoover, cutter; 
Jaro Fabry, illustrator, and others. 

War Training’s ‘Palace’ 
In the general revival of vaude- 


‘ville, as result of shows organized 


for army camp entertainment, role 
of the Palace theatre goes to the 
signal Corps center at Fort Mon- 
mouth, 50 miles from Broadway. 
Weekly three-hour shows presented 
there during current summer have 
constituted what was practically a 
Blue Book of variety entertainment, 
piling name stars five and six deep 
on bills that would be impossible to 
book under normal circumstances. 
Unique element in Fort Monmouth 


situation, setting it apart from gen-| 
eral run of traveling units organized | 


by Civilian Defense Entertainment 
Committees and others, is the vol- 
untary work of a former film per- 
sonality, Mrs. Louis Payne (Laura 
Lee), now a resident of Elberon, 
N. J., as producer. Spending three 
or four days per week in Manhattan 
working with producers, managers 
and stars in order to line up talent, 
Mrs. Payne also supervised trans- 
portation arrangements and appeared 
onstage at start and finish of each 
performance with introductions and 
thank yous. Payoff 
dous ovation from audience of over 
5,000 at concluding show of outdoor 
season and presentation by Brig. 
Gen. Van Deusen, post commandant, 
of two silver stars and appointment 
as ‘general of the Signal Corps at 
Fort Monmouth’ in recognition of 
her efforts. 

A clue to the quality of the weekly 


| turnouts is seen in the prominence 
of individual stars such as Sophie 
Tucker, Belle Baker, Harry Richman, 
Georgie Price, Benny Fields, Rose- 
mary Lane, Joan Leslie, Dinah 
Shore, Benay Venuta, Barry Wood 
Condos Bros., Smith & Dale, Stump 
& Stumpy, Radio Rogues Delta 
Rhythm Boy and the Cristia 
along with many othe! 

Terrific enthusiasm of audience 
was an important factor in build 
ing up the series, many _ soldie1 
working in Army film and radio ac- 
tivity located at Fort Monmouth 
having former show business connec- 
tions and hence especially apprecia- 
tive of the work of the topnotchers. 
Although outdoor arena accom- 
modated close to 5,000 seat it was 

enerally filled up an hour before 
t ) aque t 
dit 1 1 to the 
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end, continuatior or e mie 
program is pianned M ( 
Office using newly constructed War 
Dept. theatre. Possibility exists that 


| may 
least change type of shows. 


| 
| 
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‘Hellzapoppin’ may play one-night 
stand However, action of Theatre 
Authority regarding members play- 
ing gratis in Army entertainment 
hamper future activity or at 
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Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus is having the biggest season 
of business this year in the 58 vears’ 
history of the two outfits. With the 
defense boom, the show has been 
playing to over capacity wherever it 
set up its tents. Capacity of the big 
top this year is 10,000, with around 
2,000 permitted to sit around the 
tanbark borders of the ringside. 

Outfit played here five days for 10 
performances. On the Saturday 
night show it turned away around 
2.500 and Sunday night around 4.000 
from seeing the performance under 
the big top. However, those who 
out to the Coliseum and 
Crenshaw lot did not stray elsewhere. 


hey patronized the sice shows and 
concessions which did the top trade 
of the season’s tour. Take for the 
entire setup during the Los Angeles 
stay was around $230,000, which 
beats al take records for this town 


even when show, after playing Los 
Angeles in former years, did an ex- 
tra two days at Fairfax and Wil- 
shire to get the cream of the Holly- 
wood patronage. When outfit was 
here two years ago trade was not 
so forte due to hot spell and lack 
of air cooling. This year its own 
cooling system was working, but the 
temperature was not as torrid, just 
bearably warm. 

Outfit will remain on tour, going 
east from here through Texas and 
Tennessee to Virginia. It will play 
two army posts en route, one at 
Texarkana and the other, Columbus, 
Ga., winding up its season around 
Nov. 20 and going into winter quar- 
ters at Sarasota. 

John Ringling North says that 
though show played here every other 
year in past it will be out here again 
next fall. 

John Murray Anderson was 
gaged by North here to stage 


en- 
the 


| spectacles and the ensembles for the 


circus next year. North also bought 
three of five Lipizan horses from 
the Hapsberg collection that Winnie 
Sheehan owned and shipped them 
with the circus when it left here. 





2 Lions Amuck, Circus 


Has to Kill ’Em in Ill. 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 
Two lions that were liberated from 
a truck of the Jay Gould Colossal 
Circus & Carnival Co. when it was 
truck by a Pennsylvania passenger 


train at Casey, Ill., 125 miles from 
here Friday (19), were slain by 
keepers as they ran amuck in a 
crowd of 4,000 that turned out for 
the parade. A black bear, also lib- 
erated the cras} as lassooed 
before it could injure spectato1 
Gould, owner of the combo outfit 
that played a_ two-day tand at 
Casey, donated the carcasses to the 
| Lions’ Club in the town and they 
were brought to St. Louis to be 

tuffed. 

Gould valued the lions at $1.000 
each and id the dead nimals will 
be replaced as ON F po ible. The 
Lions Club in Casey co-sponsored 


the circus-carny as an annual home- 
coming stunt. 
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Same sort of story is attached to 
surge of ‘Intermezzo.’ 


i\It was a theme in David O. Selznick’s 
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ignment. | 


| from ‘Bottlenecks of 1941,’ show pro- | 


duced here last winter, for ‘Crazy 


House.’ Writers gefting credit are 
Ed North, Bob Churchill, Jules 
Bricken, Franklin Coen, Sol Shor, 
Bill Bloom, Bob Richardson and 
Fred Bornet. 


| production of ‘Intermezzo—A Love 
Story,’ released last year. 
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Gilbert Darisse Chateau Frontenac 
orch has been contracted to end of 
Quebec winter season with option 
for full year from date. Judith 
Wetheral,. torch singer with band, 
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UX TOILET SOAP is a wonderful 
beauty aid,’’ famous screen stars 
agree. Their daily ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIALS help them keep million: 
dollar complexions lovely. Lux Toilet 
Soap’s ACTIVE lather removes stale 
cosmetics, dust and dirt thoroughly 
ee —gives skin protection it needs. Give 
e your skin this care every day; let it 
bring new loveliness—to you! 
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ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS 
ARE THE RIGHT CARE 
FOR ME. THEYRE A 

WONDERFUL 
_ BEAUTY AID! 





















































FIRST PAT 
THE Lux SOAP 
LATHER LIGHTLY 
INTO YOUR SKIN 
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NOW PAT THE FACE 
ORY. IT FEELS SOFTER. 
SMOOTHER. SEE HOW 
FRESH iT Looxs ! 
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